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ABSTRACT

Thisstudyinterrogates(re)presentationofwomencharactersinBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishing

Herds.Itlooksathowsuch(re)presentationoffemalecharactersdefinesandredefinesfemininitywithin

theMaasaisocialenvironmentofthetexts.Theresearchthenfocusesonacomparativeanalysisofsuch

(re)presentationoffemininityinbothtexts.TosatisfytheseobjectivesIhaveemployedtheuseof

Womanism strandoffeminism whoseproponentNigerianChikwenyeOkonjoOgunyemicontendsserves

astherallyingpointforthewomenofAfricanancestryintheirstruggletoeffectivelyasserttheirhumanity

inthefaceofthemalevolentattitudeofthemenfolktowardstheirself-fulfillmentinlife.Applying

Womanism theorythestudyhasdoneaclosetextualanalysisofthetwonovelsontheconditionofthe

womencharactersineverytextindependently.MyfindingsonBlossomsoftheSavannahshowshowthe

protagonistResian‘sdeterminationtopursueeducationinspiteofresistancefrom acommunitystilltied

toretrogressivepracticeslikeFGM redefinesthepositionofthewomeninthatsociety.InVanishingHerds

theleadcharacterisawomancalledNorpisia.Sheredefinesfemininityinthesocietyshelivesinbyher

aggressivecharacterwhenshefightsfortheconservationoftheenvironmentfrom degradation.Inmany

instancessheremindsusoftheiconicenvironmentalistconservationistWangariMaathaiwhoseeffortsat

conservationoftheenvironmentwonheraccolades.WithinthescopeandlimitationofmystudyIwas

restrainedfrom expoundingmoreonstyleinthetwobooks.However,Ifeelthatthereisroom formore

researchonthestylisticfeaturesofthetwotexts.Itisanareathatdeservesscholarlyattentionas

concernstheworksofHenryoleKuletandtherolethathegives

iii

women.Suchresearchwillnotonlyaidbetterunderstandingofhisrepertoire,butalsoshedlight

intohowliterature

iv

CHAPTERONE

BACKGROUNDTOTHESTUDY
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Introduction

Overtime,literaturehasrevealedthattherearevariationsinthefeministdiscourseallaroundthe

world.Acknowledgingthedifferenceinwomen‘sexperienceofpatriarchy,literaturehasshownthat

femininityisculturallydeterminedandsocietyspecific.Wecanthereforesaythatculturalvariables

are determinantsoffemale expression.Differentsocietieshave culturalvariablesthatfashion

behaviorofwomenandeventheirworldview.Forthatthequestionoffemininitymustalsobelooked

atintermsofhowthevariousuniqueculturesproducenormsthatthenreproducespecifickindsof

behavioursofwomenwhichareuniquetothatparticularsociety.

AlookintoAfrican-Americanliteraturerevealsthattheblackwomenfeminism caucustooknoteof

thefactthattheblackwomanfaceddifferentchallengescomparedto theEuropean-American

woman.Theblackwomanfacedadoublepatriarchalorderthatemanatedfrom herownraceand

from thewhiterace.AssuchwriterslikeAliceWalkerinTheColourPurpleandMayaAngelouinI

Know WhytheCagedBirdSingsendeavoredintheirwritingtounravelthisexperiencethatwas

peculiartotheblackwoman.Thekindoffeministtextsthatdealtwiththespecificquestionofthe

blackwomaninAmericaiswhatgaverisetoBlackfemininity.Blackfemininityistheexpressionof

feminism withintheblackculture.Itemphasizestheculturaldeterminantswithintheblackraceand

how itisshapedbyforcesfrom without(WhiteAmerica)andhow thetotalityofthisexperience

affectsthefeministreactionthatwefindinblackliterature.

Inthesamevein,mystudyoffemininitydealswithhowtheimageofthewomanisconceptualized

withintheMaasaicultureandhow literaturefrom thatsocietyrepresentsthephenomenon.Italso

dealswithhowwomendealwiththe‗conceived‘imageoftheideal,eithersubvertingthem orabiding

bytherequiredimage.So,ononehand,whenItalkaboutMaasaifemininityIam talkingaboutthe

traditionallyacceptedimageofawomanaccordingtoMaasaitraditionsasrevealedinaworkof

literature.Ontheotherhand,whenItalkaboutredefinitionofMaasaifemininityIam alludingtothe
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changesthathappentothetraditionalimageoftheMaasaiwomanwhenMaasaitraditionscomeinto

collisionwithmodernity.

MyfocusisontwonovelsbyHenryoleKulet:VanishingHerds(2011)andBlossomsoftheSavannah

(2008).HenryoleKuletisaKenyanwriterwhoserepertoireexploitsMaasaicultureforartistic

expression.Theworksthathehasproducedthusfarhavedealtwiththequestionofcultural

determinism withintheMaasaiworld.Heisawriterwhoseworksrepresentnotonlytheaffirmationof

theevolutionofculturebutalsothecatalyststhatdrivethatchange.InhisvisionHenryoleKulet

projectsapointofviewthatisempathetictotheconditionofwomeninthesociety.Hehasstrong

femaleprotagonistswhodrivechangeinsociety.

Thisisadeparturefrom thepreviousdecadeswhenmanyAfricanfemalescholarscriticizedthemale

Africanwritersforneglectingfemalecharactersintheirworks.SuchscholarsareMaryKolawole(1997),

GloriaChukukere(1995),Omolara,FloraNwapa(1984)amongothers.CharlesFonchingong(2006)argues

thatKolawole(1997)notes:―byomissionorcommission,mostmalewritersintheearlyphaseofAfrican

literatureencouragedthemarginalizationofwomen.Inthiscontext,femalecharactersaremademarginal

totheplotofthefiction,whileonlyafewemergeaspowerfulandcredibleprotagonists‖(135).Chukukere

(1995)says,―Thefemalecharacters,who

2

themalewriterscreated,actedwithintheframeworkofhertraditionalrolesaswifeandmother‖

(135).Chukukere(1995)viewsthatawoman,hence,isrespectedandloveddueto,―heradaptations

totheserolesthatshedidperform‖(135).Therefore,themalewritersshowedthatthewomencould

onlyperform verywellaswivesandnotinanyotherrole.SuchwritersincludeChinuaAchebe(1958),

ElechiAmadi(1966),CyprianEkwensi(1962),WoleSoyinka(1973)andNgugiwaThiong‘o(1980).

However,thediscoursethatsidelinedwomenhasshifted.Contemporaryfemaleandmalewriters

havecomeouttoredefineandargueagainsttheone-sidedpresentationoftheAfricanwomanin

literature.Lapin(1984)observesthat―threedozenwomenarecurrentlyrecognizedasauthors
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acrosstheAfricancontinent,andtheyhavebeenjoinedbysomemalewritersingivingserious

treatmentandarealisticcharacterizationandallroundedperspectiveofthefemalegender.Writers

tacklethegenderequationinvariouswaysastheystrivetoreverseaspectsoffemale

marginalization‖(142).WriterssuchasBuchiEmecheta(1974)MariamaBa(1981),AmaAtaAidoo

(1996),FloraNwapa(1990),SembeneOusmane(1970)andLeopoldSedarSenghor―attemptto

bridgethegenderriftsintheAfricanliterarylandscape‖(135).HenryoleKulet,whocomesfrom a

patriarchalsociety,isamongthewriterswhoselaterworksportraysanall-roundedwoman.

StatementoftheProblem

ThetwonovelsBlossomsoftheSavannah(2008)andVanishingHerds(2011)byHenryoleKuletshow

thewriter‘sconcernwiththeroleoftheMaasaiwomaninsociety.Heuseswomenprotagonistsinthe

twonovelstoelevatetherolesofwomeninthesociety.However,whatisworthinvestigatingishowthe

roleshegivestothewomendefineandredefinetheirpositionwithinthe

3

Maasaisociety.Therefore,inthisstudyIsetouttoinvestigatehowthepositionoftheMaasaiwoman

isdefinedand(re)definedinthetwonovels.

Objectives

ToexaminefemininityinBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.

TodoacomparativeanalysisoffemininityinBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.

Hypothesis

ExaminingfemininityinBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerdsrevealsadefinition

andredefinitionofMaasaifemininity.

AcomparisonofthetwonovelswouldrevealthedifferentshadesofMaasaifemininitiesthat

HenryoleKuletprojectsinBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.
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Justification

Interrogatingthe(re)definitionoffemininityinBlossomsoftheSavannah(2008)andVanishingHerds

(2011)helpstohighlightthepeculiarnatureinwhichHenryoleKuletpositionshisvisionoftheMaasai

womancharacter.Literaryvariableslikecharacterizationandplotdevelopmentcanhelprealizethe

inherentvisionthatHenryoleKulet(re)presentsinhisworkwithregardstothedestinyofthewomanin

theMaasaicommunity.Itisintheanalysisofthe(re)definitionofthewomenthatwecancapturethe

uniquefeminism thatemanatesfrom HenryoleKulet‘screativeworks.Unravelingthiskindoffemininity

wouldhelptonotonlyappreciatethenatureoffeminism withinMaasaiculturebutalsoactasapointerto

thevariantviewsonfeminism whichcomefrom

4

variousculturesbutwhich,theend,projectthesamevisionofliberatingthewomanfrom traditions

andcustomsthattimehasrendereduntenablelikefemalegenitalmutilation.

Itisimperativethatacomparisonofthetwonovelsisdonesoastoshowhowthetwobookshandlethe

issueoffemininity.Thisshallhelpusseetheissueoffeminism inMaasaicultureintotalitywithregardto

how HenryoleKulethandlesitinthetwotexts.Thetwonovelssharesimilaritiesanddifferencesthat

whenlookedatkeenlyrevealthevisionoftheauthor.Thecomparisonalsoshowsthetechniquesthatthe

authorhasemployedindifferenttextssoastobringoutthepresentationofthewomancharacterandin

sodoinggiveavisionofwhatIterm Maasaifemininity.

LiteratureReview

Agoodresearchisonewhichisanchoredinexistingknowledge.Thisreview looksattheexisting

literaturerelatedtothisstudyunderdifferenttopics.Therearescholarswhohavepreviouslydone

criticalanalysesoftheworksofHenryoleKulet.Anumberofscholarshaveanalyzedtheimagesof

womeninHenryoleKulet‘snovelbasedonsubordinationofwomensuchasEverlyneMengo(2010)

butmystudyfocusesonwholesome(re)presentationofwomeninBlossomsoftheSavannahand

VanishingHerds.Italsoaimsatdoingadditionalworktothepreviousworksdonebyotherscholars

ontheconceptoffemininityespeciallyworkthatreflectsonHenryoleKulet‘snovels.Itprovidesa
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comprehensivestudyofwoman(re)presentationonBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.

OneofthecriticalinterestsonHenryoleKulet‘sworkshascomefrom KhaembaWanyonyi(2003)who

focusesontension,uncertaintiesandconflictsamongtheMaasaiasreproducedinthetexts.Thisis

causedbytheinvasionofforeigneducationaswellascultures.HeanalysesBlossomsoftheSavannah

andDaughterofMaainsupportofhisargument.Hecloselylooksatrepresentation

5

ofbeliefsandculturalvaluesbycharactersthathavereceivedformaleducationandthebackdropof

Maasaiculturalpracticesintheselectednovels.Wanyonyi(2003)arguesthattheintroductionof

WesterneducationprecipitatedchangeinthestatusoftheMaasaiwomen—transformationthathas

createdtensionandconflict.Wanyonyi‘sargumentisusefultomystudysincetheissueofeducation

actsasoneoftheagentsthatleadstowomenredefiningthemselvesinBlossomsoftheSavannah

andVanishingHerds.

Mengo (2010)portrays the way Maasaiwomen are culturally mistreated within the Maasai

community,herworkprovidesaninsightofthepatriarchysocietyoftheMaasai.Thoughdealingwith

theMaasaicultureandhowwomenhavebeensubordinatedshedidnotdealwiththechangesthat

arecurrentlytakingplaceinMaasaicommunityhenceemergingadifferentkindofwomanas

comparedtotheculturalexpectations.However,herstudyisreflectedinmystudyintermsofhow

patriarchyshapestheMaasaiwomantobeattheperiphery.

PeterMbugua(2004)discusses―IssuesofIdentityinHenryoleKulet,Isitpossible?andToBecome

aMan‖.HehashighlighteddifferentidentitiesofthefemalecharactersinIsitPossible?(1971)and

ToBecomeaMan(1972).Thisworkisrelevanttomystudysinceitbuildsonpresentationofwomen.

Thisstudyisreflectedinmyworkssinceam focusingontheissueofpatriarchyanditsdominationof

thewomencharacterwhostruggletoassertthemselves.

AnothercriticwhoarguesthattheMaasairegardwomenaschildrenisCiarunjiChesaina(1997).

WhenaMaasaimantalksabouthischildren,heautomaticallymeanshiswife(wives)alongwith
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children,reasonbeingthatwomenweretobeguidedandprotectedbymen(Ciarunji,89).This

argumentisreflectedinmystudyintermsofhowpatriarchalMaasaicommunityviewswomen.This

aspectofaddressingthewomenaschildrenisalsoseeninmystudyandhowwomenare

6

treatedasequalstothechildrenformsalsopartofmystudybecausethisispartofwomen‘s

subordinationthatthewomencharacterswanttoredefinethemselvesfrom.

SusanAndrade(2000)interviewsbothOgunyemiandWanjiraontheirideologies.Inthisinterview

WanjiraandOgunyemidisassociatethemselvesfrom Westernfeministswhoseideologiessuchas

lesbianism donotfitAfricancommunity.AnAfricanwomanshouldnotalienatethemaninher

attempttoredefineherassertiveness,theyargue.Theyalsotalkaboutthegendersensitization

program thatWanjiraisworkingon.Ogunyemiarguesthat―feminism doesnotseebeyondWestern

societiesandhenceignoresormarginalizesthespecificproblemsofAfricanwomen‖(Susan,174).

ThisinterviewisrelevanttomystudysincemyworkemploysthetheoryofWomanism asarticulated

byOgunyemi.ThisinterviewhelpsinbuildingtheperspectiveonWomanism inthisstudy.Mystudy

alsovaluestheroleofthemaninwomen‘sattempttoredefinetheirassertivenesssuchasisthecase

ofNorpisiainVanishingHerds,whovaluestheroleofKedokiinsavingtheenvironmentwhileTaiyoin

BlossomsoftheSavannahvaluesParmuat‘sassistancetorescueherfrom thehumiliationofFGM.

AnothercriticisAkoteAmouzou(2006)whodemonstrateshow FloraNwapahascontributedtothe

―Redefinitionofthefemalegenderandacounter-identificationtomen‘svoicesinliterature,afightto

initiatechangeinthemindsofherpeopleinordertorestorewomen‘simagesanddignityasmothersand

wivesandpromotecollaborationandcomplementarilyamongthesexesinNigeriaandmoregenerallyin

Africa‖(Amouzou,97).AmouzouobservesthatinNigeriathemalewritersaregenerallythe―mouthpiece

oftheirsocietyandtheytreatthefemalecharactersasdisdainful,indifferentorattimesinacruelmanner

inwhichwomenareregardedinNigeriansociety‖(Amouzou,97).ForEbeleEko(1986),―thesewriters

invariablycastallwomeninthestrictsexist
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rolesofmothersandwives,submissivetothenormsandregulationsthatrestrictthem‖(Amouzou,

211).

AmouzoufurtherarguesthatbeforethepublicationofFloraNwapa‘sEfuru(1966)―Thefemale

portraiturebymenwasrestrictedtoakindofidealization,rigidconventionally,stereotypinganda

superficialitythatlefttobedesired.Infact,womenweremadeperipheral‖(Amouzou,98).Amouzou

givestheexampleofCharlesNnolim (1989)whoanalyzedtheworksofChinuaAchebe,Cyprian

EkwensiandElechiAmadiandarguesthatthewomenwerestereotypedas―helpless,dependent,

brutalized,disparaged…prostitutesorconcubinesorgoodtimegirls‖(Nnolim,59).Suchwomen

includeEkwensi‘s(JaguaNana),Amadi‘sIhuoma(TheConcubine)andWoleSoyinka‘sSimi(The

Interpreters).ForChinuaAchebe,―Themanismadethesubjectofthenarratives;heissignificant

anddominates‖(Nnolim,98).RedefinitionoffemalegenderbyFloraNwapaisrelevanttomystudy

becauseitoffersabenchmarkforviewingwhatredefinitionoftheroleofthewomancharacterisall

aboutinliterature.ThisstudyalsosupportstheargumentbyCharlesFonchingong(2006)whoargues

thattheearlierworksofChinuaAchebe,CyprianEkwensi,WoleSoyinka,NgugiwaThiong‘oamong

otherwritersplacedmenascentralfiguresandpowerfulunlikewomen.

Amouzou(2006)arguesthatthefemalecharactersfighttheprejudicesofthepastinorder―torestore

womentotheirrightfulplaceinsociety‖.Writers,suchas,BuchiEmechetaandFloraNwapa,―Presentthe

developmentalnatureofthefemalecharacterthroughavariedexplorationofthethemeoffemale

assertivenessinthevarioussocietalfacetswhichenslavethefemale‖(Amouzou,143).Inthisworks,the

keymessageisthat,althoughwomenarefacedwithoppressiveculturalnormstheymuststrivetoassert

themselves.Thispictureofwomenundergoingoppressive
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culturalnormsisvividlyportrayedintheworksofHenryoleKuletbutthroughthecharactershe

showsthattheycantriumphbecauseattheendResianandTaiyojoin



0714497530

isabokemicah@gmail.com

EgertonuniversitywhileNorpisiaisawardedthebestenvironmentalistaward.

MaryKolawole(1998)contendsthat―Generally,Africanwomenarepresentedasasubalterngroup

inthemarginofsociety,docile,andacceptingthemultiplelevelsofsubjugationgracefully‖(Kolawole,

223).FloraNwapa‘sfiction―seemstobeacryagainstthatdegradedpositionofNigerianliterature‖.

FloraNwapacreatesaseeminglydecentsocietyforwomen.Itisasocietyrespectfulofitswomen.

Sheopenlyconfrontstheissuesofgenderanddistributionofpowerbythepatriarchalsociety.She

movesherfemalecharactersfrom theinnocentandhelplesspositiontoastateofself-empowerment

andauthoritythroughouthertexts:―Inallhernovellasitisnomorethemale,butthefemale

characterwhoisthecenterofconcernandshedominatestheplot.Thisisachallengetotheold

order‖.ThisstudyguidesmyworkintermsofhowHenryoleKulethasconfrontedtheissueofgender

givingwomenavoiceandredefiningthemselves.

CharlesFonchingong(2006)inhisinterrogationofthegendergapnotes,

EmechetainSecondClassCitizenhasfilledthegapinggenderbetweenmaleandfemale

characterization and shown the otherside ofthe coin.The ruralbackhouse,timid,

subservient,lack-lustrewomanhasbeenreplacedbyhermoderncounterpart,arounded

humanbeing,rotational,individualisticandassertivefightingfor,claimingandkeepingher

own(ObiageliandOtokunefor,1989).

Itisimportantto notethatHenryoleKuletbelongsto thecaliberofmalewriterswho arenow

reconstructingthe―fragmentedpresentationofAfricanfemaleinearlierworksthattheyhadwritten‖.In

literaturetherewasanimbalancewherethemalewereputtothecentre,suchasinthe
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worksof:ChinuaAchebe,ThingsFallApart(1958);NgugiwaThiong‘o,TheRiverBetween(1980);

WoleSoyinka,SeasonsofAnomy(1973),andwhichhasmademanymaleAfricanwriterstohelpthe

courseoffeminism.Duetotherisethefeministmovementandtheeffortsthathavebeenexpended

inreclaimingthedistortedimageofthefemalegender,someoftheAfricanmalewritershavecome
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upwithworksthat(re)presentwomenwhoare‗allroundedinperspective‘.Suchwritersinclude

SembeneOusmane(1970),NgugiwaThiong‘o(1980),ChinuaAchebe(1988)andHenryoleKulet.

Thesewritershavecomeoutstronglyandgiven‗thegenderquestionsacriticaldimension.‘

SembeneOusmane(1970),forinstance,disagreeswiththestereotypesthatwomencannotbegood

leadersandtheydonotpossessorganizationalcapacitythroughhischaracterandportraitureof

Penda.Penda mobilizes the women,as wellas,being a spokesperson in the strike,hence

disapprovingthepointthatwomenarenotvocalandstrong.HenryoleKulet,thewriterwhoseworksI

study,alsoportraysfemalecharacterssuchasEddahandNorpisiawhohaveorganizationalskills

suchasmobilizingwomentoplanttreeshence,rehabilitatingtheenvironment.Theymobilizementoo

duringsuchanevent.

Ngugi,whopreviouslyhadagenderbiasattitudeinTheRiverBetween(1965)later,empowershisfemale

characterswith‗strength,foresightandperseverance.‘GathoniinIWillMarryWhenIWant(1980)is

portrayedasanindependentwomaninherdecisiontochooseherownhusbanddefyingthetraditional

preceptswhereparentsimposetheirownchoicesonthechildren.Taiyo,too,inBlossomsofthe

Savannahchoosesherownloverwho,seemingly,comesfrom thesameclanasshe,hence,definedasher

brotheraccordingto theculture.Gicaamba,inIWillMarryWhenIWant(1980)advocatesforthe

educationofthegirl-child.Hesays,―Wetheparentshavenot

10
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putmucheffortintheeducationofourgirls,weoppressedwomen,givingourselvesnumerous

justification…forgettingthatthehomebelongstoboysandgirls‘‘(Ngugi).

Achebe (1988)presents Beatrice as a professionalwoman who operates within ―the same

wavelength as the mostpowerfulmen in the land‖.Beatrice presentation shows ―a woman

shoulderingtheresponsibilityofchartingthecourseoffemaleemancipation.‖

I,therefore,undertaketostudyHenryoleKulet‘sworksBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishing

Herdsbearinginmindthattheauthorisamalewriterwhousesfemalecharactersastheheroines.He

writesabouttheMaasaicommunity.AcommunitythatispatriarchalinnaturebutHenryoleKulet

unbendsthegenderbiasattitudeby,firstofall,usingfemalecharactersashismaincharacters,for

example,ResianandTaiyoinBlossomsoftheSavannahandNorpisiainVanishingHerds.Secondly,he

emancipatesthefemalecharactersinsuchawaythathemakesthem heroineswhoovershadowthe

malecharacterssuchasNorpisiainVanishingHerdswheresheovershadowsherhusband,Kedoki.

TheoreticalFramework

ThisstudyisguidedbyWomanism tenetoffeminism theory.Thistheoryhastwomainproponents

separatedbytheAtlanticOcean:theAmericanAliceWalkerandtheNigerianChikwenyeOkonjo

Ogunyemi.Thetwowriterscontendthattheblackwomanisinneedofarevolutionaryfeminist

mechanism thatisdifferentfrom thatofthewhitewoman.

ChidiMaduka(2009)arguesthatWomanism inAfricawascoinedbyChikwenyeOkonjoOgunyemi

in1982.Madukadefineswomanism accordingtoOgunyemias,

11

Womanism isblackcentered;itisaccomodationist.Itbelievesinthefreedom and

independenceofwomenlikefeminism;unlikeradicalfeminism,itwantsmeaningful

unionbetweenblackwomenandblackmenandblackchildrenandwillseetoitthatmen

begintochangefrom theirsexiststand(Ogunyemi,65).
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Maduka(2009)arguesthatwomanism,according,toOgunyemiserves:―astherallying–pointofthe

womenofAfricanancestryintheirstruggletoeffectivelyasserttheirhumanityinthefaceofthe

malevolentattitude ofthe menfolk towards theirself-fulfillmentin life‖.Ogunyemiargues that

womanism doesnotmakealessermanbutitencouragesthementoaccepttolivewithwomenby

first―abandoningtheirself-perceptionassuperiorpartnersinthecollectivestruggleoftheracefora

bettersociety‖(14).

LayliPhilips(2006)discussesthedifferencesbetweenWomanism byAliceWalkerandChikwenye

Ogunyemi.ShearguesthatbothscholarscoinedWomanism almostatthesametimebutWalker‘s

Womanism advocatesforconceptsthatareintolerabletotheAfricanculture,suchaslesbianism,while

Ogunyemi‘sWomanism callsfortotalliberationofAfricanwomenwithoutneglectingthemalewhoare

significantpartinthatchange.Ogunyemibelievesinunderstandingbetweenmenandwomenin

endingmarginalizationofAfricanwoman.Thisstudyshapesmystudyintermsofthefactthatmen

andwomenparticipateinendingmarginalizationofAfricanwoman.HenryoleKulettriesasmuchas

hecantogoagainsttraditionssuchaspolygamy,thevalueofboysagainstgirlsandFGM.Ogunyemi‘s

Womanism will,largely,form thetheoreticalframeworkofmystudy.

Ely-SayedAdely(2014)demonstratesthatWeepNot,Child(1964)isawomanistfiction.Adelyanalysesthe

characteristicsofWomanisttheorybyAliceWalker.Further,Adelydemonstratesby
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theuseofthecharacterhowWomanisttheorymanifestsitsselfinWeepNot,Child.Inthestudy,she

revealsthatthefemalecharactersinthenoveldepictcharacteristicsofwomenunderlyingWalker‘s

definitionofWomanism.Forexample,thetheoryofWalkeraddressestheissueofbeingawomanand

notgirlishinWeepNotChild.Theyreasonaswomenandnotinagirlishway.Walkerinhertheory

advocatesthatawomaniscapableoflovingandAdelydemonstratesthatMwikalilovesNjoroge.

Walker‘stheoryadvocatesforawomanwholovesotherwomen,anideologythatisseenwithin

womencharacterssuchasTaiyoandResianinBlossomsofthe

Savannahwholoveoneanothersuchthattheyfighttoachievewhattheydesiretogether.Anotherideology
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asadvocatedbyWalkeristhat:AwomanwhovaluesTearsasNaturalCounterbalanceoflaughterthat

womenatimesusetheirtearsasanexpressionoflaughter.ThesecharacteristicsofWalker‘swomanish

arealsoapplicableinmyworkandithelpsmyworkintermsofunderstandingindepththecharacterization

ofwomenandhowtheyredefinethemselves.

HelenChukwume(1982)examineshowfemalewritershavepresentedfemalecharacterswhoriseabove

thepatriarchysociety,intheirquestfortheirrights.SuchwritersareFloraNwapa(1984),BuchiEmecheta

(1979)andNawalelSaadawi(2007).Thisstudyisdifferentfrom mystudysinceIam studyingamale

writer,HenryoleKuletwhousesfemalecharactersandtriestoemancipatethem.However,Chukwume‘s

studyisrelevanttomystudysince,Iam alsointerestedinwomenemancipatingthemselvesfrom ahighly

patriarchysociety.Thisstudyassistsmyworkwhich dealswith how women haverisen abovethe

patriarchysocietyastheyseektheirrights.ForexampleResianrefusestoundergoFGM andforced

marriageinordertoachieveeducation.

MaryMonica(2012)criticallyexaminestheportrayalofwomeninNwapa‘sandEmecheta‘sworks.The

femalecharactersinthesenovelshavebeenemancipated,whichiswhatNwapaand
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Emecheta advocate forsince the two are womanists.These charactersare bold and readyto

emancipatethemselves.Thisstudyisrelevantto mystudysinceam also focusing on female

characterswhohavebeenemancipated,womenwhoarecourageous,andcharactersthatarereadyto

faceanychallengesthathinderstheirgrowth.Iam alsolookingatcharacterswhoparticipatein

economicdevelopmentsuchasNorpisiaandEddahSeininVanishingHerds.

GermanKouadioN‘guessan(2011)discussestheissueofgender.Thewriterarguesthatgenderis

constructedandthatthewomanisviewedastheother.Thewritersaysthatthesexesaresocialized

intoacceptingtheirroles.Thisstudywillassistmyworkbecausemystudymajorlyfocusesonhow

maleandfemalehavebeensocializedintoacceptingtheirroles.Thisworkisreflectedinmystudydue

totheissueofwomenbeingviewedasthe‗other‘thathelpsmeinbringingouttheconceptof
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emancipationandhenceredefinitionofwomen.

Amouzou(2006)arguesthatWomanism ―wantsmeaningfulunionbetweenmenandchildrenandwants

toseetoitthatmenbegintochangefrom theirsexiststand.Womanism iscommunalinitsorientationand

goesbeyondthehusbandandwifesituation.Itisanideologyinwhichthedestinyofdistressedpeoplecan

beurgentlydiscussedinameaningfulcontexttoavertdisaster,notjusttotalkabstractly‖(Amouzou,102).

AmouzouarguesthatFloraNwapa,Nigerianwriter,advocatesforWomanish:―Herfictionshowsthetrue

natureofwoman,herrole,andhercontributiontothedevelopmentofhersociety,whichwereplayeddown

orneglectedintheworksofthemalewriters.Nwapa‘smajorconcernforimprovingthequalityofher

community,notjustwomen‘slives,marksherpolitics.Genuinely,democratic,herideologyisintegrative

ratherthansolelywoman-centered.Onecansaythatshedoesnotseetheproblem ofhercountryNigeria

assolelygender-specific‖(Amouzou,102).Idrawinspirationfrom thisstudysinceIam addressing
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tootheissueofmenwhoarealsochangingtheirsexiststandandvaluethewomeninthesociety.

Theyarealsoleavinginmeaningfulunionbetweenchildren,husbandandwife.JustlikeFloraNwapa,

myworkalsoshowsfemalecharacterswhoparticipateindevelopingtheirsociety.

SherleyAnne Wiilliams (1986)argues thatWomanisttheoryis committed to the survivaland

wholenessofentirepeople.Femaleandmale,aswellas,valorizationofwomen‘sworksinalltheir

varietiesandmultitudes(Williams,304).Thisstudyshapesmyworksincemystudyshowshow

women‘sabilitycanchangeasociety.ForexampleNorpisia‘sstrength,inVanishingHerds(2011),

changesthelifeofhercommunityandthatofthewildlife.Shehelpsinresuscitatingtheenvironment

hencechangingthelifeofpeople.

MaryMears(2009)arguesthat―FloraNwapawritesaboutwomenandtheirlives,issues,andconcerns

withinatraditionalIgbocultureradicallyaffectedbyBritishcolonialism‖.Shearguesthatwomendesire

change,choiceandtobeaccepted.Womendesiretoparticipate,justlikeotherhumanbeings,fully.They

wanttobefreefrom traditionalrolessuchasworkers,wives,andmothers.―Instead,theywishgreater
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freedom thantraditionalIgbocustomsallowinthedomesticandpublicrealms‖.Thisstudyisrelevantto

mystudysinceIstudyhow womenredefinethemselvesfrom theMaasaitraditionsandcustomsthat

demeanandsubordinateswomen.Ialsostudywomenwhoparticipateindevelopingtheirsociety.They

redefinethemselvesfrom thefactthattheyareonlysupposedtobehousewivesandmotherstobetter

thingssuchastakingcareofenvironmentaswellastobeeducatedtohighestlevelsofeducation.

GeorgiadsMboyaKivai(2010)arguesthatinanefforttoempowertheAfricanwoman,ChimamandaNgozi

Adichiecraftsstorieswithfemalesubjectspursuingfemaleinterests.Shealsostructureshernarrativeto

contestthemalepowerwithitsviolentmanifestations(Kivai,23).Kivai,
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further,arguesthatAdichieisinvolvedinthecreationofdiscoursemeanttopushwomenfrom

marginstothecentre.ThisstudyisreflectedinmyworksinsimilarwaythatAdichiepushwomenfrom

‗marginstothecentre‘ismorelessthesamewayHenryoleKuletpusheswomenfrom traditional

roles to powerfulroles such as economic participation,improving environment,taking care of

environmentinVanishingHerds(2011)andinBlossomsoftheSavannah(2008)suchaseducationas

FGM andforcedmarriages.

Womanism theoryissuitableforthisstudybecausetheauthor,HenryoleKuletuseswomenascentral

charactersandpresentsthem asheroinesinhisworks.Hetriestogiveavoicetowomeninasociety

thatisdominantlypatriarchalinnature.Womanism isanappropriatetheorysincethenovelsaresetin

Africa,focuseson theAfrican culture,specifically,theMaasaicultureand thisisa featureof

Womanism sinceitfocusesonAfricanissues.Theotherreasonisthatthecentralfiguresarewomen

whotheauthorplacesascentralheroines.This,therefore,refutestheargumentbyMakuchi(1993)

whoarguesthat―MostmalewritershavebeenheavilycriticizedfortheirrepresentationsofAfrican

womeninsubservientgenderroles.Theyareportrayedaswomenwhoarepassive,alwayspreparedto

dothebiddingoftheirhusbandsandfamily,ashavingnostatusoftheirownandthereforecompletely

dependentontheirhusbands‖(Makuchi,

7).
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Thetheoryisapplicabletomyworkbecausethetwonovels,BlossomsoftheSavannah(2008)and

VanishingHerds(2011)dealwithissuesofblacksofAfricandescendants.Theissuesfocuson

women,theirlivesandtheirconcerns.Thenarratorbeliefsinthefreedom andindependenceofwomen.

Thenovelsalsobelieveinmeaningfulunionbetweenwomen,menandchildrenasadvocatedforby

Womanism.ThefictionsplacethewomenascentralcharactersNorpisiaand
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Resianareheroinesinthenarrativesandalltheissuescentersaroundthem.Thenarratorarguesthat

menshouldbegintochangefrom thecultureperceptionthatsubduesthem.Thenovelsshow the

struggleofwomenofAfricanancestryforself-fulfillment.Resianstrugglestojoinuniversitywhile

Norpisiastrugglestorehabilitatetheenvironment.Thisiswhatbringsthem joyaftertheyachieve.

Womanism showstheassertivenessofwomentowardsthemen‘sattitude.Resiandoesnotfearto

fightagainsttheplanofhisfather,OloisudoriandOlarinkoi.Norpisiatoo,doesnotmindwhatpeople

maythinkwhenshecarriesweaponsandfightsthecattlerustlerstodeath.Thenovelsvaluemenand

seethem asimportant.Norpisiaseesherhusbandasaverygoodhelperinherambitionstosavethe

environment.TaiyoalsoseesParmuatastheonlypersonwhocanrescueherfrom thehumiliationof

forcedinitiation.AlthoughResianwantstopursueeducationbutbelievesthatonetime,laterinlife,

thatshewillbemarriedandhavekids.Sherespectsherownfather.Taiyoalsobelievesinbeing

rescuedbyParmuat.NorpisiainVanishingHerds,lovesandrespectsthehusband,shetakescareof

hisneedsbycookingfoodforhim andnursinghim backtohealth.Sheworkstogetherwithhim

towardschangingtheenvironment.

Thetwonovelsprojecttheirworldsasmorecommunalthanindividualistic.Thefamilieslivetogether

happily.Theydothingsasacommunity.TheNasilapeopleinBlossomsoftheSavannahcometogetherto

welcometheoleKaelo,theycometogethertofighttheviceofmenwhoattempttorapeResianandTaiyo.

NorpisiatogetherwithMasintet‘scommunityplanttreessoastoprotecttheenvironment.Thenovelsshow

thetruenatureofwomen.Ithasshowntheirphysical,emotional,psychologicalandspiritualnatureof
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women,theirstrength,abilityandthelengththattheycangotoachieveit.Thenovelsshowthecontribution

ofwomentothedevelopmentofthesociety.Minik,inBlossomsoftheSavannah,startsaranchwhereshe

employspeople.Norpisiaassistswomentoplanttreesandarerewardedwithsheepaccordingtothe

numberoftreesplanted.

17

ResearchMethodology

ThetheoreticalframeworkofWomanism determinedthemethodologythatIemployinthisresearch.It

influencedmyfocusonthecharacterizationoftheMaasaiwomanlikeNorpisiainVanishingHerds.It

isbyfocusingonthewomencharactersthatweareabletoseehowHenryoleKuletdefinesthe

womaninaccordancewithMaasaiconceptionofthefemale.Thetheoryhelpedmefocusonthose

aspectsofcharacterizationthatbestexhibitedtheaspectsthatredefinefemininityintheMaasai

contextsdepictedinthetwoworks.ThefocusthatIputonthecharacterofResianinBlossomsofthe

SavannahandherpassionforeducationasawayoftransformingherlifeandheroppositiontoFGM is

inspiredbyWomanism theorythatinsistsonlookingatthewomaninsocietyintermsofhowshetries

toovercomethebarriersofpatriarchytocontributetothewell-beingofthesociety.Theanalyticaltools

guidedbyWomanism theoryhelpsinidentifyingproductiveandreproductiverolesofwomenin

BlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.Theproductiverolesincludeactivitiesthathelp

womenacquiremoney,resourcesandallactivitiesthatbringvalueintothesociety.Ontheotherhand,

reproductiverolesaredaytodayactivitiescarriedoutwomensuchascooking,fetchingwaterand

firewood,caringforthefamilyandprocreationforthecontinuityofthecommunity.TheWomanism

theoryhelpsinidentifyinghowwomenhaveredefinedthemselvesintermsofleadershipstatus,

education,assertivenessandfrom customsandtraditionsthatkeepwomeninlowstatussuchasFGM,

earlymarriages,forcedmarriages,dictatorshipandpolygamy.Itbringsoutthevalueofmenintheir

helpinemancipatingthewomeninBlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.

Further,thestudybeginsbyaclosereadingoftheprimarytexts:VanishingHerdsandBlossomsofthe

Savannahwithaview tofindouthow thewomenhavebeenpresented.Iexaminedhow women

characterswerepresentedbycloselyexaminingtheplot,characterizationandplot
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developmentguidedbyWomanism theory.Ianalyzedhowwomenarerepresentedasusinglanguage

inordertoredefinethemselvesfrom thetraditions.TodoaqualitativeanalysisIdidclosetextual

readingofthenovels.Libraryresearchassistedinaddinginformationconcerningthecultureofthe

Maasai.

ScopeandLimitation

ThisstudyfocusesonHenryoleKulet‘sVanishingHerdsandBlossomsoftheSavannah.Thetwo

novelsprovideanin-depthtowardsunderstandinghow womenhavebeenpresentedleadingtotheir

redefinition.Thepaperfocuseson(re)definitionoffemininity.OtherbookswrittenbyHenryoleKulet

havebeenreferredtoinprovidingmoreinformationonthisresearchproject.

ChapterBreakdown

ChapterOne

Introduction

Thischapterconsistsoftheintroductiontothisstudy.Itprovidesbackgroundinformationonthe

conceptofwomeninAfricaandgender.Theintroductionprovidesthestatementoftheproblem and

justifiesit.Itfurtherstatestheobjectivesofthestudyaswellasthetheoreticalframeworkemployed

andfurtherexplainsthemethodologyapplied.

ChapterTwo

ThischapterfocusesonexaminingfemininityinVanishingHerds.HereIfocusonhow theauthor

showsthewomanasdefiningandredefiningherplacewithintheMaasaicultureasispresentedinthe

novel.

19

ChapterThree

Thischapterfocusesonthesecondnovel,BlossomsoftheSavannah.I,closely,lookatthetextsoas
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toestablishhowfemininityhasbeenpresentedinthisnovel.

ChapterFour

InthischapterIdoacomparativeanalysisofthetwobooks.Myaim istoshowhowtheauthoruses

plotdevelopment,characterizationandlanguageuseinpresentingthefemalecharactersinBlossoms

oftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.

ChapterFive

Thischapterconcludesmyargumentbytyingtogetherallelementsdiscussedherebymakinga

conclusiononthetopic,theresearchfindingandasuggestionforfurtherresearch.

20
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CHAPTERTWO

EXAMININGFEMININITYINVANISHINGHERDS

Introduction

InanthropologystudiesdoneontheMaasaicommunitybyresearcherslikeStephenSitoyaoleSankan

(1971)haveshownthattheplaceofwomeninthatcommunityisdefinedbytheculturalnormswhere

cattleplayabigrole:―Shouldamanmistakenlymarryagirlofthesamecattlebrandashimselfhepaysa

heifer‖soas―towifeoffthedisgrace‖(Sankan,2).PaulSpencer(1988)alsosaysthatwithin―…theclans

themembersknowwhichfamiliesmayormaynotintermarry.Itisrecommendedthattherightpillarshould

marrytheleftpillar,butifmarriagedoesoccurwithinonepillarofclans,theprospectivehusbandmaypay

aheifertothefamilyofhisbridetowipeouttheincest‖(Spencer,28).Sankanwhoalsodiscussesthe

questionofmasculinityandwarsaysthattheMaasaiwomenliveseparate―houses‖from men(Sankan,

40).Women,donothandlewarriorsfoodunlessaceremonyiscarriedout(Sankan,30).Sankanalsosays

thatwomenwelcomedwarriorsfrom warwithsongsanddances.Barrenwomen,accordingtoSankan,go

roundcollectingthingsforancestralprayer,awomen-blessingceremony:―Thisisaceremonywhere

womenareblessedsothattheymaybecomemorefertile‖(Sankan,42).AndrewsFedders(1974)saysit

was
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inraresituationssuchaswhenawomangavebirththatawomanwouldslaughterasheep.Removing

ofbloodfrom largeanimalsisdonebymen

(Fedders,20).TheseelementsoftheMaasaicultureasstudiedbytheanthropologists:Sankan,

Spencer,FeddersandSaitotiarealsoreflectedinVanishingHerdsandBlossomsoftheSavannah.

WhatdefinesthetraditionallyMaasaiwomeniscapturedinthesestudies.Theydiscusstheroleof

menasbeingheadofthehome,disciplinesandprotectthefamily.Thescholarsmainlystudiedthe

roleofmenandwomeninMaasaicommunity.
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DefinitionofFemininity

TheMaasaiwomanisshowntobefirstdefinedbythecodeofdressthattraditionascribesherby

Henryole Kulet.The Maasaiwomen had theirdressing code which exemplifies the traditional

expectationoftheMaasaicommunity.WhenNorpisiawastovisitSein,theenvironmentalist,the

womenwereadornedinlesosandmulti-colouredbeadnecklace.TheMaasaiwomenworelesosand

shukasaroundtheirbodiesdependingontheclanthattheycamefrom.Theyworebeadednecklaces

aroundtheirnecks.Theyworerubbersontheirfeet.Forinstance,Norpisiaworewhitepairofrubbers

boughtforherbySein.TheirmalecounterpartsworeredshukasandEnkila-oondeeri,abeautifulouter

garmentmadefrom softwoolyhyraxskinssewnintogown-likecloak.ThisisalsoseeninDaughterof

Maa(1990)whereSeleinaisdescribedaswearingshukasandhadornamentssuchasmulti-coloured

beadnecklacesaroundherneck(DaughterofMaa,61).Theshukaisred-ochred.

Women‘sroleisdefinedbyHenryoleKuletasmilking,preparingmealsandlookingaftertheyoungones.

Sheistotakecareofherhouse.Sheensuresthatherchildrenaswellasthehusbandarewellfed.Norpisia

had;―Apothummingononesideofthefire,stone,astwohindquartersofmuttonboiled.Alargechunkof

lambchopsspittedovertheflames,withitsouterfatlayersizzling‖
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(VanishingHerds,106).Itwasthewoman‘sroletolightthefireandkeepthehousewarm.Wesee

Norpisialightingfireandpreparetheir‗eveningmeals‘(VanishingHerds,146).Shewelcomesthe

husbandwarmly.Forexamplethenightwhenthewildbeastsrunoffandtheygotbackintothehouse,

―Norpisiawentstraighttocheckonherbaby.Shethenstirredupthefireandboiledsomemilk.She

servedherhusbandandtooksomeherself‖(VanishingHerds,188).InIsItPossible?(1971)itwasthe

roleofthewomentomilkforexampleLerionka‘smothermilk‘sthecows(IsItPossible?9).InTo

BecomeaMan(1972)Kitika‘smother,too,milkscowsthathadbeenbroughtbyKitikaintheirlastraid

(ToBecomeaMan,15).AfterasuccessfulraidthewomeninToBecomeaMansingsoothlyasthe

milkthecows(ToBecomeaMan,85).

Awomanhadtheobligationofensuringthatcalveshadfed,kidsandlambshadsuckledanddogstoo,
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shouldbewellfed(VanishingHerds,27).Weakanimalsweretobetakencareofbywomenjustlike

thewayweseeNorpisiacaringfortheweakonesandespeciallythosethatwereunabletowalk.

Womenweredefinedbytheresponsibilitythattheyhadathome.Theyfedtheyoungonesofthe

animalsbygivingthem milk.WeseethiswhenNorpisiaissaidtobegivingthefourwildebeestmilk.

Womenhadtheresponsibilitytoensurethattherewasdrinkingwaterforherfamily.

AwomanhastheresponsibilitytotakecareofthehusbandinVanishingHerds.Norpisiamakesanolchuret,

aheadcoveringtoshieldthehusbandfrom rainwhenhehadbeenattackedbythecattlerustlers.Shealso

nursesthehusbandbacktohealthafterheisattackedbythecattlerustlers.Shepredictsaman‘sneeds.

Thereasonbeing,itisthemanwhoprotectsherandherchildrenfrom danger.Forifshedidnotprotectthe

man―whothenwouldprotectthem incaseanythinghappenedtothehusband?‖(VanishingHerds,91).In

DaughterofMaa(1990),too,thewoman―-
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--hadtotakecareofhusband‘sinterests,cattle,sheep,goats,andaboveallhisphysicalwell-being‖

(DaughterofMaa,108).

Innomadism,thewomanfollowedtheanimalsfrom therear.Herworkwastolookafterthesick

animalsandyoungonesoftheanimalssothattheymaynotfallintopredator‘shand.Thisisexactly

therolethatNorpisiaperforms.Shefollowstheiranimalsfrom therearsoastheywouldnotfallinto

thehandsofpredators.Thisshowsthatthewomenperformedmenialjobsandwerenottrustedwith

strongandchallengingjobssuchasleadingtheanimalsfrom thefrontandprotectingthewholeherd

asmanwasexpectedtodo.

TheMaasaiwomenasdefinedbyHenryoleKuletweretheonestoconstructhuts.Norpisiamakesa

temporarilyhutcalledolongoborr,―Sheoffloadedpolesfrom oneofthedonkeysanderectedthem onthe

ground.Withinnotime,shehadsetatemporaryhutofsticksandhidescalledolongoborr”(Vanishing

Herds,22).WomenweretoconstructthehousestheylivedinandweseewomenhelpingNorpisia―to

erectherfirstsemi-permanenthouse‖(VanishingHerds,180).Incaseofoncomingrainsthewomenhadto



0714497530

isabokemicah@gmail.com

ensurethattheroofswerenotleakingatall.Iftheydidnotdothattheywereheldasirresponsible.InIsIt

Possible?(1971)womenrepairedtheroofsincasetheyweredamagedandtherainswereeitheraboutto

fallorwerefallingbysmearingtheroofswithmud(IsItPossible?16).ItisalsoevidencedinToBecomea

Man(1972)whentherainsstartfallinganddropsthroughtheroofatLesho‘sfather‘shouse,Leshao‘s

fathersaysthathewouldlookforawomanwhowouldplastertheirroofsinceLeshao'smotherhaddied

andthatwasherresponsibility.Immediately,twowomenareseenrepairingtheLeshao‘sfather‘sroof(To

Become

Man,2).
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ItistheresponsibilityofaMaasaiwomantohavechildrenforprocreationofthecommunityasshown

byHenryoleKulet.AndthatiswhyNorpisiaisthinkingofhavingchildrenbeforethetwoofthem get

old.Shetellshim thatbackatherhomewomenofheragehadalreadygottheirsecondchild:―Ithink

it‘sthewayawifetellsherhusbandhow muchsheloveshim andcaresforhim,whethershehas

childrenornotbutIthinkIneedtotellyouIwanttohaveyourchildbeforeIgettooold‖(Vanishing

Herds,91).Manywomeninmarriageorbeforemarriagedesiretohavechildren.Womanhoodinany

communityisdefinedbytheabilitytogivebirth.ThisisalsoexperiencedthroughNorpisiawhodesires

tohaveherownchildrenbutthehusbandfeelsthatthewildernessandthelongjourneycannotpermit

them todoso.IrrespectiveofwheretheyareNorpisiafeelsemptywithoutherownchildren.

Alsowomenaredefinedintermsoftheirsexuality,theyarebeingsforprocreation.WhenKedokiisteased

byhisfriend,Masintet,aboutbeingLesiote,amanwhocrieduponseeingawoman‘spartsdifferentfrom

hisandthinkingthat,probably,herpartshadbeeneatenbyaterribledisease.ForKedokihesays,―Iwill

showhertonightthatI‘m notLesiote…youwillsoonbeginseeingmysonsanddaughtersfollowingone

anotherlikeIlanguda”(VanishingHerds,147).Thisshowsthatwomenarethereforprocreationandnotfor

enjoyingintimacywiththeirhusbands.

AwomanisdefinedbyherabilitytoconceiveachildasshownbyHenryoleKulet.Norpisia,asthey
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settledownbecomespregnantandthenascouplestheybecomehappyastheyarelivingtogether.

Stillwomenaredefinedbytheirattitudeduringpregnancy.Norpisiadevelopsmoodswingsand

complainsalot.Norpisiaundergoeslabouranddeliveryjustlikeanyotherwomandoes:―Whenshe

came,sheascertainedthatNorpisiawasindeedinlabour.Heleftherwiththemidwifeandwentto

lookforLembartaandMasintet.Shewasinlabourfornearlytwenty-four
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hours,foritwasnotuntilthenextdaymidnightthathewasinformedthatshehadhadadifficultbut

safedelivery.Itwasagreatrelief.Hehadbeenanxiousandrestlessthewholeday‖(VanishingHerds,

157).Womenarereferredbytheirfirstborn‘sname.NorpisiaaftergivingbirthisreferredasNgoto

kinyamal,kinyamal‘smother.

MaasaiwomenareseenasweaklingsinVanishingHerdsand,therefore,cannotengageinfights,

especially,withcattlerustlerswhowereknowntobemenofstrength.Itiswiththisassumptionthat

Kedokifeltwhenhesaw Norpisiaattemptingtoattackcattlerustlers.Whenhesaw herstalkingthe

cattlerustlersheisgrippedbyfearandwishesthatsomeonecanstophersinceshewasjustawoman

(VanishingHerds,77).Itisviewedasanactoffoolishnessforawomantotrytofightmen;formen

wereperceivedasstrongerthanwomen.Kedokiwiththiskindofnotionandupbringingthinksthat

thereisnothingthatNorpisiacoulddoagainsttwocattlerustlers.Shedescribesherasasmallthin

womanwhocouldnotfight(VanishingHerds,77).MasintetandLembrata,Kedoki‘sfriends,arealso

shockedtolearnthatthecattlerustlerswerekilledbyNorpisia,aMaasaiwoman.Theyaresoshocked

to theextentthatLembratasays,―Iwould saywithcertaintythatthisisnotawomanbuta

man!‘‘(VanishingHerds,80).InToBecomeaMan(1972)itwasthemenwhowentforraidsfor

examplebothLeshao‘sgrandfatherswentonraidsandbroughtbackanimals(ToBecomeaMan,5).

Leshaoandothermoran’sparticipateinaraidwhichleavesLeshaowithhalfalegsinceitwas

amputatedandhewasthetheonlysurvivor(ToBecomeaMan,135).Thewomen,bothyoungandold

hadtheroleofadorningthemselveswithbeautifulornamentsandsingmelodiouslyafterasuccessful

cattleraidbythemoranshenceprovingthattheyneverparticipatedinwars(ToBecomeaMan,101).
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WomenaredescribedasemotionallyweakbyHenryoleKulet.Wenoticethepassionatefeelingsthat

womenhaveforthingsthattheylove.Anyharm happeningtothingsthattheylovemakesthem so

emotionalthattheyendupcrying.Norpisiacriedafterahyenahadkilledanddraggedawayoneofthe

sheep.Toheritisapainfulexperiencethatshecannotbear.Sheissadwhensheleavesbehindher

homeandherrelatives.Shefeelssadwhensheisseparatedfrom herfriendsatEorr-Narasha.When

thepeoplebidthem bye,―Norpisiareturnedhiswave,tearswellingupinhereyes,shewassuddenly

overcomebytheknowledgethatshemightneverseethepeopleofEorr-Narashaagain‖(Vanishing

Herds,216).AlthoughitisanemotionalpartingbutNorpisiaisoverwhelmedbysademotionsunlike

Kedoki.Sheissadtoowhensheloseshersiblings.

However,Kedoki―wasstrongandacceptedhislossstoically‖(VanishingHerds,40).Suchthat

Norpisiadesiredtoemulatehim andbeemotionallystrongashim.

InIsItPossible?(1971)Lerionka‘smotherissoemotionalbecausewhitepeopleweretotakeoneboy-

childfrom eachhouseholdsoastoattendschoolyetLerionkawasheronlyson.Thehusband

consolesherbytellingherthatthewhitemenarenotonlytakingtheirsonbut―Itistheboysofallthe

Maasai‖(IsItPossible?11).WhenLerionkasawhermothercryinghesoothesherandpersuadesherto

stopcrying(IsItPossible?11).InToBecomeaMan,Leshao‘sauntcriesafterseeingthesituationthat

Leshaowasinaftertheunsuccessfulraidthatledtooneofhislegsamputated(ToBecomeaMan,

135).MenwerenotallowedtocryandthisisseenwhenoleSulunye,thecircumciserwantstosee

Leshao‘scircumcisedorganandwhenLeshaoisabouttocryheistoldthat―Mendon‘tcry‖(To

BecomeaMan,109).

Womenaredefinedasaweakersexthatisaffectedbyissuessuchasdeath.InVanishingHerdsthe

womenarenotanexceptiontothis.AfterthedeathofNorpisia‘selderbrotherandsister,her

27
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motherwasinconsolable.Shebecamesadderthanherhusband.Sherefusedtobecomforted.Awomanis

seenasapersonwhoisweakanddependedonthemanforprotection.Forexample,whenthegroupsaw

severalmorans,―NorpisiascoopedherbabyandhastilyretreatedintoherOlngoborr,ahut(177).While

Kedoki,LembarataandMasintetstoodreadytodefendthemselvesincaseofanyeventuality.Awoman‘s

weaknessisshownwhenNorpisiafacesaherdofrhinos.Sherunsforherdearlifeandshecriesasshe

runs.InIsItPossible?(1971)womenaredefinedtooascowards.Whenstrangemencometotheir

homesteadtheyleaveoneatatimecarryingalongtheirchildrentothebush:―Andintheendonlymen

wereleftthere‖(IsItPossible?,12).InToBecomeaMan(1972)womenscream andranfrom huttohut

―snatchinguptheirchildrenwhowereplayinginthemoonlight… anddisappearedintothehuts(To

BecomeaMan,132).WhenLeshaoandMbulung‘gotothecircumciser‘shouseallthewomenentertheir

hutsandbringthem honeyforfearofwhatmaybefallthem.Theirfacestooexpressfear(ToBecomea

Man,96).

Womenaredefined intermsofhaving occasionaloutburstsofanger,mood swingsand being

stubbornattimesbyHenryoleKulet.JustlikeNorpisiawas.Andthehusbandlearnedtoacceptand

giveher,herspaceduringsuchoccasionswhenshewasinsuchmoods(VanishingHerds,

46).WhenthereisheavyrainshestandsintheraincryinguntilKedokicomesforher(VanishingHerds,

109).Thenarratorportraysthatwomenarenotusedtobeinginthewildernessforlong.Norpisia

thoughbeingwithKedokiwastiredoflonelinesssuchthatshelongsforahumansoul(Vanishing

Herds,53).ThisdoesnotbotherKedokiatall.Aslongasheiswithhiswifeandhislivestockhefeels

quietokayandnotisolatedfrom thepeople(VanishingHerds,60).Sheweakenstooduringher

pregnancy(VanishingHerds,156).
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WomenaredefinedasshyinfrontofpeoplebyHenryoleKulet.Thisisexpressedwhenthenarrator

says,―ThatwhenthewomenlookedatNorpisiaitmadehersharplyawareofthethinlesosshewas

wearing.Shesuddenlyfeltdizzyasifshewastreadingintheair.Kedokiquicklytookholdofherarm to
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reassureher.Itwasthenthatherealizedthedamagecausedtohermindbythelongisolationinthe

wilderness.Shehadbecomexenophobicandwasnowwaryofstrangers‖(VanishingHerds,129).This

kindofshynessalwaysmadewomentobehumblebeforetheirhusbands,aswellas,subdue.

Asaresultofbeingdescribedasweakersexitwastherefore,theresponsibilityofthemantoprotect

thewoman.Kedoki,thehusband,comesoutreadytoprotectherwithaspear.WhenNorpisiaseesa

herdofelephantssherunstowardshim soastobeprotected.ThisshowsthatMaasaimenarethe

onestoprotecttheirwomen.For,accordingtotheculture,thewomenareweakerthanthemen.Itis

withthisassumptionthatKedokihaddismissedthestrengthofwomen.Heregardedwomen―as

genderoflittleconsequence.Hesawthem asonlypurposedtoprocreatebutthiswaschanged

immediatelyhefoundNorpisia.‖

WhenKedokiisattackedbycattlerustlersandliesontheground,hethinksaboutNorpisia.Thenormsof

theMaaculturestipulatesthat,manistoprotectthewomanatalltimesandnottheotherwayround,a

womanwastoprotectthehusbandandKedokithinksthathehastotakecareofhiswife.Hepraysthat

theydonotfindherandmolesther.Thenarratorsaysthatitwashisdutytodefendher.Hethinksofwhat

theymightdotohersuchasmolesther,rapeorabducther(VanishingHerds,75).Thereasonastowhy

KedokiisworriedaboutNorpisiaisbecauseawomanwithinMaasaicommunityisviewedasaweakling

anditistheroleofthemantodefendheratanygiventime.DuringanyraidsorfightsassaidbyLeshaoin

ToBecomeaMan(1972)womenarenever
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killedbecauseMaasaimendonotkilltheirwomenbecausetheyareconsideredasweaklings(To

BecomeaMan,95).

Inmattersconcerningthecommunity,thewomenarenotinformed.Mattersabouttheirforcedmarriage

werediscussedintheirabsentiaanddowrypaid.Womenaremarriedoffanddowrypaidwithouttheir

consent.ForexamplewithoutNorpisia‘sknowledge,Kedokihadproposedtomarryher.Kedokihadentered

adealwithNorpisia‘sfatherandthedealwassealed.ShewasgivenouttoKedokiwithoutbeingconsulted
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(VanishingHerds,16).Thisshowsthatwomendidnotparticipateinanydecisionmakingandincases

wheredecisionsweremade,thewomendidnotopposeatall.Itwasanorm andcustom thatthegirlsknew

anditwasnotasurprisetothem whentheylearntthattheirfathershadmarriedthem off,sowhenNorpisia

learntthatshehadbeenmarriedoffshewasnotsurprisedbecauseshewasalreadyeighteenyearsold

(VanishingHerds,12).Thedefinitionofanywomanbeyondeighteenyearsismarriageableandwhenit

cametothatthegirlcouldnotquestionthefatherbecausemattersconcerningmarriagelaysolelyonthe

father.ThisisalsoseeninDaughterofMaa(1990)whereNalotueshaasksNariku-Nkera,―Whendid

womenofMaaprotestwhentheirhusbandswantedtomarry?‖(DaughterofMaa,72).Sheremindsherthat

herhusbandifhewantedwouldmarrywithoutevenaskingforherconsentforthemenmadedecisionson

whentomarryandwhotomarrywithoutaskingthewives.

KedokidoesnotinvolveNorpisiaindecisionmaking.Whenherecoversfrom theinjuriesinflictedon

him from thecattlerustlersheholdsprivatediscussionswithMasintetandLembrata.Whenthemen

wereengagedintheirprivatediscussionsNorpisiasaw thatitwasquietnormalanditwasnota

surprisetoheratallifshedidnotparticipateinthediscussions.InIsIt
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Possible?(1971)themendecideontheirowntosendtheirsonstoschool.That‘swhyLerionka‘s

fathertakeshim toschoolwithouttheconsentofhermother.

Womennevermadeweightydecisions.InToBecomeaMan(1972)whentheeldersarepersuading

thepoorLeshao‘sfathertoagreetobeassistedduringhisson‘scircumcisionLeshao‘sauntbegsto

talk.SheistoldtobebriefandLeshao‘sauntknowsverywellthatwasaprivilegeandnotaright.And

sheknewthatifsheabusedthatchanceshewouldbedefinitelytoldtoshutup.Soshehadtospeak

soothinglyto―appealtotheearsoftheelders‖(ToBecomeaMan,61).Leshao‘sfatherfeelsthat―If

shewerehiswifehewouldhaveflatlyrefusedtolethertalk‖(ToBecomeaMan,61).Alsothe

discussionconcerningthepersuasionofLeshao‘sfathertoacceptassistancefrom Ilmolelianclanin

inhisson‘scircumcisioninvolvedonlyelders,―Bynoon,theelderswereonthehill‖(ToBecomeaMan,
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67).

Slaughteringofanimalswasexclusivelymen‘sbusinessandwomendidnotparticipateinit.Wesee

thiswhenMessopirr,Norpisia‘sfather,goestothedenseoftheforestinordertoslaughterasheep

whichisexclusivelytobeforhisfamily(VanishingHerds,13).NeitherNorpisianorhermother

accompanieshim totheplaceofslaughtering.Theyonlycometotheplacewhenhecallsforthem.As

suchtheslaughteringplaceactsasaspacethatdeterminesfeminineidentityamongtheMaasai.

Womenweremarriedofftomenwhotheydidnotknow andwentwiththem totheirhomesindistant

places.Norpisiaisnotexemptedfrom this,―Shewasnow headedtoanundiscloseddestinationwitha

husbandshehardlyknew‖(VanishingHerds,21).Awomanhadnorighttoobjecttothisandshehadto

followthedecisionthathadbeenmadebytheeldersinthecommunity.
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Whenawomanismarriedsheissupposedtowalkbehindherhusband.Awomanisnotsupposedto

crossanylogoranyobjectonherway.Itwastheworkofshepu-Ilkerratoremoveitforher.Kedokiand

thewifehavetowalkforlongdistanceseventhoughthetwodonothaveshepu-Ilkerra(Vanishing

Herds,17).This,therefore,showsthatthemanwasperceivedastheheadanditwashisroletolead

thewomanaswellasprotecther.

TheMaasaihadawayofrespectingtheirelders.Girlsandwomengreetedmenbybowingtheirheads

andfortheirmothers,theykissedthem.Forexample,thenarratorsayswhenNorpisia―approached

herfather,bowedtogreethim,andwenttowherehermotherwasseatedandhuggedher,kissingher

lightlyonherlips‖(VanishingHerds,14).Awomanwastogreetanelderlymanbybowingherhead.

ThisdemonstratedrespectforthemalecounterpartsintheMaacommunity.Theoldmancalls

Norpisia,nakeria,achild,aterm commonlyreferredtoallthefemales(VanishingHerds,140).The

nakeriaterm defineswomenasequalstochildren.Womenreferredtoanyelderwhoishisfather‘sage

mateasfather,PapaaiasNorpisiacallsBarnoti‘sfather(VanishingHerds,141).Therefore,definitionof

thetraditionalMaawomanequaledhertochildreninthefaceofmaleauthority.
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Further,womenaredefinedassubmissivebythenarrator.Norpisiadisplaysthischaracterwhenshe

seesLemeisssorri,Barnoti‘sfather,―shequicklywalkeduptotheoldman,stoppedafewfeetfrom

him andbentherheadingreetings.Heliftedhishandandlightlytouchedthetopofherhead‖

(VanishingHerds,140).UnlikeKedokiwhoonlyextendshishandingreetings.Youngboysandall

femaleswithintheMaacommunityaresupposedtobenttheirheadstogreetanyelderwhoiselderly

thanthem.Thisshowsthatwomenaretobesubmissivetowardsthemenforitshowstheirrespect

towardstheelders.
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AgainweaponsalsodefinedthesuperiorityofmaleandfemaleinMaasaicommunity.Womenhandleda

smoothly,slenderpolishedsticks,sticksonwhichtheyleanedslightlyon.Theslenderstickwasusedfor

supporting them as theywalked.This is differentfrom theircounterparts who carried spears and

knobkerriesdemonstratingstrengthandmight.ForexampleinBanditsofKibi(1999)themencarrybows,

arrows,spearsandknob-kerries(BanditsofKibi,21).InDaughterofMaa(1990)JosephMalonwasseenin

theeveningsworkingonanew stickorknobkerrie(DaughterofMaa,149).InToBecomeaMan(1972)

boyscarriedspearsandthatiswhyLeshaocarrieshistoo(ToBecomeaMan,1).Themenandboys

carriedswordsinascabbardtiedtotheirwaist(ToBecomeaMan,7).WhenLeshaoisaskedtosharemeat

withMbulung‘he―drawshisswordfrom itssheath‖(ToBecomeaMan,10).LeshaoandMbulung‘findan

oldmanintheforestcarryingabow,arrowsandaquiverdanglingonhisback(ToBecomeaMan,92).

Leshaoseesmeninhishomestead,ashearrivesfrom hismeetingwithMbulung‘,―Withspears,somewith

clubs,somewithbowsandsomewiththeirdrawnswords‖(ToBecomeaMan,83).

Maasaiwomenaredefinedbytheirheight.Mostly,manyofthem aretallandslender.Forexample,the

narratorsaysthat―heallowedthem toconstructtheircattleenclosurenexttohisownwhilehiswife,

a tallslenderwoman draped in colourfullesos,and multi-coloured beads,invited Norpisia into

Olgoborr‖(Vanishing Herds,119).Maasaiwomen are defined as beautiful:―Herbeauty was

accentuatedbyhersparklingeyesandherbeautifulsmile.WhatabeautifulwifehehadinNorpisia‖

(VanishingHerds,219).InDaughterofMaa(1990)Seleinaisdescribedastall,thin,slenderhands,
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largebrowneyesthatmadelookbeautiful(DaughterofMaa,61).

WomanhoodisalsoexpressedinVanishingHerdsinanumberofwaysthatdefinesMaasaifemininity.

EddahdesirestoknowmoreaboutmeetingNorpisiasoassheknowsmoreabouther.
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Womanhoodandsisterhoodisnormallyaconceptwithwomen.WefindNorpisiaandMasintet‘swife

becominggreatfriendsandinseparable(VanishingHerds,204).Shefindsithardtoseparatefrom her

andwishesthatherhusbandwouldchangehermindsoastheywouldstayalittlebitlonger.She

teachesMasintet‘swifeaboutherbsandhowtocureboththepeopleandthesick(VanishingHerds,

205).

Womenaredefinedasgossipersforwhen―theywalkedoncomingacrossagroupofwomenwho

stoodbytheroad,theirarmsfoldedacrosstheirchests,gossipingastheystaredatNorpisia‖

(VanishingHerds,129).Therefore,whentheyseeNorpisiatheystartgossipingaboutherwhichmakes

hersouneasy.InToBecomeaMan(1972)women,too,aredescribedasgossipers.Forexamplewhen

twowomenareforcedbytheirhusbandstorepairLeshao‘sfather‘srooftheyspeakillofLeshao‘s

fatherunawarethatLeshaowashearing(ToBecomeaMan,2).WhenLeshaokeptbeggingforfood

from neighbour‘sthewomendecidedcollectivelythattheywouldnotcontinuefeedingtwomen:

LeshaoandhisfatherandtrulywheneverLeshaowentbeggingforflourtheywouldshowhim empty

tins(ToBecomeaMan,9).Whenthemoran‘sreturnedfrom asuccessfulraidthenarratorsaysthat

womenwhisperedthenewsfrom oneeartoanother(ToBecomeaMan,100).

RedefinitionofFemininity

TheeffortsatredefinitionoffemininityinVanishingHerdsishighlypraisedbyHenryoleKulet.

Norpisiaisbestowedwithhighpraisessuchthateventherepresentativeofthegovernorspraisesher

forheraccomplishmentintheresuscitation,rehabilitationandtheconservationoftheenvironment.

Sheisdescribedasunsurpassedinorganizationalskillsandleadershipqualities
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whichenableshertomarshalgroups―ofwomentoplantthousandsoftree-seedlingsthatmatured

intoinvaluableforests‖(VanishingHerds,8).

Norpisiaispresentedasaleader.Sheiselectedtoleadwomeninconservingtheenvironment:―Sein

wasconvincedthatNorpisiawasaborn-leader.Shecouldsuccessfullyleadhercommunityintackling

someoftheissuesthathadcontributedtothedegradationoftheenvironment‖(VanishingHerds,196).

Andwhenthewomenchoosehertospearheadtheresuscitationoftheenvironmentthenarratorsays

,―sheacceptedthechallengewholeheartedlyandimmediatelyembarkedonforestation‖(Vanishing

Herds,196).Thisalsoshowsherwilltoassistindevelopinghersocietythroughcurbingdestructionof

theforeststhroughreforestationwhichisoneofthemanyqualitiesofaleader.

Norpisiapossesses―organizationalskillsandleadershipqualities.‖WhichAmouzou(2006)posits

thatinFloraNwapaworks,―women‘srolestranscendthedomesticandreproductive‖(Amouzou,101).

ThisconceptisseeninNorpisiawhoseorganizationalandleadershipskillsenablesherorganize

groups ofwomen who plantthousands tree-seedlings ―thatmatured into invaluable forests‖

(VanishingHerds,8).Herroleasaleadertranscendsthedomesticandreproductiverolesthatinitially

wereportrayedintheearlierworksofHenryoleKulet.

Norpisia,canbecomparedtoPendainSembene‘s,God’sBitsofWood(1970)whomobilizesthe

womenandisthespokesmaninthestrikeaction,hence,asFonchingong(2006)argues,“Sembene

defiesthestereotypethatwomencannotbepotentialleadersanddonotpossessorganizational

capacitythrough hispresentation ofPenda‖(Fonchingong,145).HenryoleKulettoo defiesthis

stereotypethatwomencannotbepotentialleadersbypresentingNorpisiawholeadsthewomenin

plantingtrees.
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EddahSeinwasrecognizedbythegovernorbutproposesNorpisiatobeawarded.Sheistherefore

presentedasunselfish.ThroughherwelearnthequalitiesofNorpisia.Norpisiaispresentedasan

inspirationalleader.Sheturnsthedesolatearidlandwhichhadbeendestroyedbycharcoalburners,timber
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harvestersandexpansionistsintoadensegreenforest.Shereducesthehumanandanimalconflict

betweenthem.Norpisiahadrearedwildebeeststhathadbecomeanattractiontotouristandformedpartof

thetouristpackagethatwasmarketedoverseas(VanishingHerds,210).

Resuscitation,rehabilitationandtheconservationoftheenvironment,generally,requiresanintelligent

mind.Socially,wegrowupknowingthatmenaremoreintelligentthanwomenbuttheauthorredefines

thissociallyconstructedconceptandshows,equally,awomancanbeintelligentandalsodoactivities

thatrequirehighlyskilledbrainssuchasthis.ThisredefinitionofMaasaifemininityiswhatFlora

Nwapa,awomanistideologist,advocatedforinhernovels.

Shepresentscharactersthatareintelligentandreadytosavethecommunityirrespectiveoftheir

gender.Amouzou(2006)arguesthatinFloraNwapa‘snovelNeverAgain,―thefemalecharacter,Kate,

seemstobevitalsourceofhopeforthegenerationofsociety.Womeninthisnoveldevotetheirenergy

tocounteringtheforcesofdestructionsuchashungerandstarvation‖(Amouzou,101).Thisissimilar

toNorpisiawhodesires,dreamsandevengetsinvolvedinsavingtheforestsaswellasprotectingthe

wildlife.

Theconceptofpastoralism issociallyconstructedasaman‘sactivity.However,inVanishingHerds,the

heroine,Norpisiaisa―famouswomanpastoralist‖.Shewassaidtohavemiraculouslychangedanarid

anddesolatewastelandintoa―GardenofEden‖(VanishingHerds,7).Asapastoralistshepreservesbeing

thewildernessandfacesdangeroussituationssuchaswildanimals.Shehelpsthehusbandinherdingthe

animals.InIsItPossible?(1971)itwasthemen‘sroleto
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herd.WeseeLerionka‘sfatherdriving―cattle,sheepandgoatshalfway,leavingthem tothecareof

hisbrother,Olodi,andhissons‖(VanishingHerds,1).Lerionkalookedafterthecattleandcalvestoo

(IsItPossible?,5).ThisconceptofboysandmenherdingisalsoseeninToBecomeaMan(1972).

Boyslookedaftercattleanddrovethem backhome.Theywereknownasherdsmenorherdsboysfor

exampleLeshaoisoneoftheherdsboywholooksafterhisfather‘scattle.Astheyherdorbrought

backtheanimalstheboyswouldwhistleandshoutattheanimals(ToBecomeaMan,100).
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Norpisiaispresentedasdeterminedandfearlessofanythreatsposedtoheraslongasshesaveslife

ofahumanbeing.WhenMasintet‘smotherisbittenonthehandbyacrocodile,Norpisiaacceptsto

treather;however,shetellsthem thatthemedicinetousewasstrongherbalmedicine.Lenjirr,

Masintet‘sbrotherthreatenedNorpisiabytellingherthatincasethemotherdies,hesays,―I‘llmake

surethatmyspeargoesthroughyourrib-cage!‖(VanishingHerds,183).ThisdoesnotscareNorpisia

andshesays.―I‘lldoit…Andbearwhateverconsequences!‖(VanishingHerds,183).

The‗prophetess‘,EddahSein,alsohasqualitiesofastrongandunrelentingwomanwhoisreadyto

―rehabilitatethedestroyedwatercatchmentareas‖(VanishingHerds,161).Theprophetessissaidto

becourageousandoutspokensuchthatitmadeheraheroineinthatparticularcommunity.The

narratorsays,―shewassaidtohavefearlesslyconfrontedmattersofenvironmentaldegradationwith

theaim ofrehabilitatingthedestroyedwatercatchmentareas‖(VanishingHerds,161).

Women,becausetheyareviewedasweaklings,aresupposedtobeprotectedbythemenbutNorpisia

isreadytodefendherselfbasedontheskillsthatshehadlearntfrom hergrandmother‘s
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home.Toshowthatsheisquietcomposedandnotafraid,inthemorningwhenKedokiquestionsher

whethershehadheardstrangenoisesatnightshesays,―No,Ididn‘t…Onlyanoccasionalcow-bell

tinkled‖(VanishingHerds,26).Provingthatshesleptsoundly,forgettingthatshewasactuallyinthe

forestandaloneintheOlngoborr.

Generally,womenareculturallyperceivedascowardsbythenarrator,theycannotstandbeingleftin

theforestatnightallalonebythemselves.ButthisisnotthecasewithNorpisia.Forwhenthehusband

worriedforhersafetyNorpisia,wastotallydifferentandrelaxed.WhenKedokitoldhertobealertat

nightheexpectedhertofearandbeghim tostaybut―KedokiwasutterlysurprisedthatNorpisiadid

notfret.‖Moreover,whenKedokileftherandwenttokeepvigil,thenarratorsaysthat―Norpisiacurled

upunderherblanketandthoughtlonginglyofherwarm bedathermother‘shouseinOlomuruti‖

(VanishingHerds,24).Thisshowsthatsheisnotafraidofthefactthatshehasbeenleftaloneinthe
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dark,intheforest.Sheseemstobequietcomposed.

Andthenarratorsays:

Sheknew shewouldhavetofaceallkindsofdanger.Butluckily,shetoldherself,the

trainingthatshehadhadathergrandmother‘shomewouldbehandyincopingwithany

eventualityinthiswilderness(VanishingHerds,25).

Kivai(2010)arguesthat―Patriarchyundervaluesfemaleexperiencesandknowledgeandisastrong

ideologythatcontrolswomeninseveralsocieties.Womenbeingamutedgrouparecompelledtofollow

andacceptwhatmendeviseandformulate.ThebasicpillarofthepatriarchalpowerwithintheAfrican

contextisthesilencingandsuppressionofwomenincludingthecontroloftheirbodies‖(Kivai,23).Women,

withintheMaasaicommunity,areviewedastimid,weak,andbackwardandthattheycannotdosuch

thingsthatNorpisiadoes,however,theauthorredefines
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whatitistobeawomanwithinhisfictionalwork,VanishingHerdsbypresentingNorpisiawhofights

againstthemarginalizedsuchasthewildlife.Shealsoresuscitatestheenvironment.

Norpisia,inVanishingHerds,ispresentedasaveryintelligentwomanwhoquestionsalotabout

certain aspectsoftheenvironment.Forexample,sheasksthehusband whynatureintroduced

predatorstodisturbsuchscenetranquility.Sheisalsodisturbedalotaboutwhymankeepsdestroying

theenvironment.Shepursedsuchaspectsasthesurvivalofspeciesintheirnaturalhabitat.She

realizedthat―humaninterferencewiththehabitatcouldonlymeddlewithanimals‘lifeandmakeit

muchmoredifficultforthem tosurvive‖(VanishingHerds,68).Sheispassionateaboutthesurvivalof

speciessuchthatatacertaintimeshewatchedtworeedbucksplayingandaleopardstalkingthem:

―TheleopardinchedcloserandNorpisiafeltlikeshoutingtoalertthetworeedbucksofthedanger,

butshedarednot‖(VanishingHerds,69).Norpisiaismoreconcernedaboutthereedbucksobliviousof

herownsafenessasfarasaleopardisconcernedthatistotallymasculineinnature.

Throughastream ofconsciousweseeherintelligenceinherreasoning.Forexamplesheasksherself:
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How couldanybodyinhisrightminddivertawholeriverforhisownselfishinterests?

How couldhedothatattheexpenseofthepoorherderswhohadlostmostoftheir

livestockonaccountoftheseveredrought?Howcouldhemakethem workonhisfarm

fortwodaysinexchangeofwaterfortheiranimals?Shefeltdistraughtandextremely

disheartened(VanishingHerds,121).
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WealsoseehowNorpisiaintelligentlythinksabouttheirsafetyaswellasthatoftheiranimals―Ifthey

hadtocrosstheriver.Sheasks,―Doyouthinkitissafedrivingourcattleacrosstheriver,justyet?

Lookatthepredatorsacross‖(VanishingHerds,123).

Norpisia‘sintelligencesupersedesthatofherhusband.Shetellsthehusbandthattherewasaneedof

them tomoveoutoftheOlmakarrfarm:―Itisnotsecretthatthefireswehavebeenseeinginthepast

fewdaysandthehardeningdroughtwearewitnessingaresendingusaclearmessage.Itistimeforus

tomoveoutofOlmakarrfarm beforeweareeventuallythrownout‖(VanishingHerds,153).

Norpisia‘sintelligenceandreasoningisalsocontrastedtothatofherhusband.Norpisiareasonsso

intelligentlythatmakesthehusbandagreewithher.Shecarefullyandskillfullyusesidiomssoasto

buildandsupportherargument.―Doyouknowthereasonwhythefoundersaidsomebodyelse‘scow

driesupinthedaytime?‖Sheaskedexcitedly,beginningtoinitiateanargument.―Ibelievehewisely

meantthatathingthatbelongstoanothercouldbetakenawaywithoutwarning.Similarly,whetherwe

likeitornot,wemightbeaskedtovacateOlmakarrfarm themomenttheownerthinksourcattleare

competingforgrasswithhis‖(VanishingHerds,156).

WhenKedoki,LembrataandMasintetweretoldtovacateBarnoti‘sfarm ―theyrecalledthewisdom in

Norpisiaquotingthefounderwhosaidsomeoneelse‘smilkcowdriedupatmidday‖(VanishingHerds,

174).Norpisiahadforeseenthem beingthrownoutofthefarm butthethreemencouldnotseeitatall.
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Whilethecommunityfindsitworthtofightandkillthewildanimalsforthedestructionthatthey

caused,Norpisiathinkscontrary.Whentheoldmantellshertojointhem ineatingthemaizesothat

shewillhelpthem tofightthewildanimalssheangrilysays;―Never!…IfIweretojointhefray,Iwould

jointhewildanimalsandfightyouforhaving
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encroachedtheirnaturalhabitat!‖(VanishingHerds,104).Toherwildlifeisasignificantpartinthe

communityandfeelsthatitisherobligationtodefendthem.

EddahSein,theprophetessasreferredbythecommunityissaidtobe―equallyandwellversedinthe

worldofart,cultureandintellect.‖Sheissaidtobeawomanofhighself-esteem.Shemingledfreely

withthelowlypastoralists.Ifsomeonetriedtodiscreditherinfrontofthemultitudeheorshewould

facethewrathofpeople.―Asaresult,shewasunassailable.Shewasalwaysbeyondthereachof

thosewhowouldhavelikedtoputherdown‖(VanishingHerds,162).Eddahiswelleducatedand

describedasunassailable.Therefore,Eddahcouldnotbeeasilydestroyed,defeatedorquestionedby

anyone.

EddahSeinisaneducatedMaasaiwoman.Shereminiscencesofthedays―tenyearsearlierwhenshe

usedtheroutewithherparentsonherwaytoandfrom school,therewasnotradingcentretospeakabout

then‖(VanishingHerds,162).Maasaigirlshardlywenttoschoolandwhentheyreachedpubertyagethey

werecircumcisedandsoldofftoamanthattheparentschooseforthem.Mostofthesuitorsweretooold.

Therefore,seeingEddahSeingoingthroughschoolandbecominganenvironmentalistredefinesthenotion

offemininityinthisfictionalwork.InbothIsItPossible?(1971)andToBecomeaMannogirlgoesto

school.TheonlypeoplewhogotoschoolareboyssuchasLerionkainIsItPossible?andLeshaoand

Mbulung‘inToBecomeaMan(1972).

Eddahisactuallyconversantwiththereasonsastowhythecommunityhadtoconservetheforests.She

emphasizedthefactthattheforestswerethesourceofrivers,herbalmedicine,sacredtreesandshrubs:

―thatsolemnizedceremoniesandwhichheldtheirpeopletogethersimplyput,forestswerethesourceof

life‖(VanishingHerds,167).Eddahemphasizedabouttheirequalrightstotheforestresources.Eddah
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remindedthem thatnoonehadtherighttocutdowntree.Theinsatiable
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appetitethatbothEddahandNorpisiahavetowardssavingtheenvironmentisclearlyaredefinedrole

ofaMaasaiwoman.

EddahSein,equally,isportrayedasanintelligentwoman.Aswereadthenovel,werealizethatshe

startedanincentiveschemecalled―SheepforTreesInitiative…inwhichvillagersweregivenasheep

forafixednumberoftreesplanted‖(VanishingHerds,9).EddahSeinpossessesrarequalitiesthat

werehardtocomebywithintheMaacommunityasportrayedinearlierworksofHenryoleKulet.

Women,intheearlierAfricanliterature,arenotportrayedindoingthingsthatwoulddevelopthesociety.

Thingstodowitheconomicdevelopmentwere,specifically,lefttomen.Thisisthereasonthatmakes

Amouzou(2006)arguesthat―Itisafactthatfrom thefamilycircletothepublicsphere,womensuffer

manyhardships,simplybecausetheyareconsideredinferiortomen.Inmosttraditionsandespecially

inAfrica,womenaredevaluedandconsidered―Secondclasscitizens‘‘(Amouzou,97).Simonede

Beauvoir(1949)arguesthat―womenareconstructedbymenaspassiveandinconsequentialobjects‖

(Amouzou,97).ButthisbecomesapointofdepartureinVanishingHerdsbecauseHenryoleKulet

presentsveryimportantfemalecharacterssuchasNorpisiaandEddahSeinwhohelpsinresuscitating

theenvironmentthathadbeendegraded.

Eddah Sein skillfully teaches the community aboutconservation offorests which also shows the

responsibilitythatshehad.Sheexplainsthat―therootsheldthesoiltogetherandpreventedsoilerosion

whiletheundergrowthpreventedmoisturefrom evaporating‖(VanishingHerds,167).Eddah,further,says

thatrivers―werekeptcoolbytheforestcoverandfreefrom pollutantsbytheirinterwovenrootsthat

filteredtheundergroundwaterseepage‖(VanishingHerds,167).Inaddition,EddahSeinsaysthattree

leavesabsorbedpollutedairandothergasesintheatmosphere,
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enablingpeopletobreathefreshair(VanishingHerds,167).Herteachingskillsportrayhighratesof

intelligencesuchthatitredefineswomen.Herteachingconvincesthecommunity;hence,thenarratorsays,
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―Whensheexplainedthelinkbetweenforests,riversandpastures,thepeoplebegantounderstandthe

genesisofthedrought.Theycouldnow seehow thewantonfellingoftrees,theclearingoftheunder

growthandthedestructionofwatercatchmentareashadallworkedtogethertodestroytheenvironment

resultinginthepresentcondition‖(VanishingHerds,167).

WelearnthatNorpisiahasmedicinalskills.Shelearnttheartofmedicinefrom hergrandmother,

enkoibaoni.Welearnthatthegrandmother―wasarenownedmedicinewomanwhowasreputedto

possesssupernaturalpowers‖(VanishingHerds,12).Thegrandmother,therefore,―taughtNorpisia

theartofclairvoyance,divinationandincantation‖(VanishingHerds,12).Thegrandmotherwasan

expertinmixingandpreparationofherbal.ThenarratorsaysthatNorpisia‘sgrandmotherusedtotake

hertotheforest;sheshowedherdifferenttypesofroots,barks,berriesandnuts.Sheshowedherhow

topreparethemedicineaswellascurethepeople.Withthisskillshefinds,―herbsthatwoulduseto

treattheswellingonKedoki‘sleg.‖WeseehersofamiliarizedwithsuchherbslikeOlmosilig,Olmagiro-

ngiro,Olkonyil,Olkitolosua,OlosesiateandalsoOlcanilenkashe.WealsoseethatNorpisiaknows

exactlywhichpartoftheherbisusedfortreating.Shealsoknowshowtopreparethemedicineonher

ownwithoutbeingassistedbyanyone.Thenarratortooemphasizesthisconceptbysaying,―Inthe

afternoonKedokiwatchedherasshepreparedtheherbs.Hefeltluckytobewithawomanwhoknew

somuchaboutherbalmedicine.Inlessthanaweek,hewasonhiswaytofullrecuperation‖(Vanishing

Herds,87).

Supernaturalpowerswereknown to beowned byoloiboni,a maleMaasaileader.Divinesand

incantationswere,precisely,donebyoloiboniormalemagicians.ButweseeNorpisia‘s
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grandmotherpossessingsuchqualities,whichshepassesontohergrandchild.Norpisiaseemstobemore

incontactwiththesupernaturalspirits.Allthetimeshekeepstalkingofdreams,especially,thather

grandmothervisitsherinthedream.Whenfouryoungwildebeestcalves,onemale,threefemalesappeared

from thebush,Norpisiaisnotsurprised.ThenarratorsaysthatNorpisia,―toldherhusbandwhatshehad

toldhim before:thatsheoncedreamedofbeingaskedtogotothehighlandsandjoinwildanimalstofight
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humanbeingswhoweredestroyingtheanimalshabitat‖(VanishingHerds,144).Maybe,shesaid,theforces

thatdestroyedtheanimals―habitatwerenowfinallydeparted,andthefouryoungwildebeestswerenow

finallydefeated,andthefouryoungwildebeestsweresymbolicallysentbythegodstoaccompanytheir

cattleandvictoriouslymatchintotheirliberatedhabitat‖(VanishingHerds,144).WhenMasintet,callsher

words―merelyafigmentofNorpisiaimagination!‖Kedoki,herhusband,warnsMasintetbytellinghim not

todismissherwordsformostlytheycometrue.InToBecomeaMan(1972)oloiboniwasaman‘srole.He

cursedwhoeveroffendedaperson(ToBecomeaMan,32,43)Leshao‘sfatherseekstheserviceofoloiboni

soastheywouldcurseoleSembe,hisrivalformanyyears,whohadaccusedhissonofstealingand

slaughteringhisgoat.Leshao‘saunt,too,istoldbyoloibonithatLeshao‘sfatherwouldleavehishomeand

startwonderingawayfrom hishomeborrowing.ThismakeshergoquicklytoseeLeshao‘sfatherto

confirm thewordsofoloiboniwhethertheyweretohappen.

IfiAmadiume(1987)arguesthat―indigenousspiritualpracticesempoweredwomeninthepersonof

thepowerfulGoddessIdemili.WomenassumedtherolesofGoddessesandtheirHighpriestscouldbe

men.TherewerealsomaledeitieswithfemaleHighpriestesses‖(Amadiume,39).Inthisargument

AmadiumeshowsthatwomentoocouldpossesssupernaturalpowerswhichareinclinedtoAfrican

menjustlikewhatHenryoleKuletportraysinNorpisia‘sgrandmotherwhohassomesupernatural

powers.
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Anotherpointwhere womanhood is redefined concerns security.The artofself-defense and

selfrelianceskillsisculturallyamale‘sactivitybutwelearnthat―Norpisiawastaughtself-defenseand

self-relianceskillsbyhermalerelativeswholivedwithhergrandmother.Shemasteredtheuseofsuch

weaponsasspears,bowsandarrows,knivesandknobkerriestotheextentthatshecouldwieldthem

asexpertlyasanymanwould.Shealsolearntanimalhusbandry‖(VanishingHerds,13).Henryole

Kuletredefinestheconceptoffemininitybyshowingthatwomentoocanlearntheartofself-defense

andalsoself-reliance.Uponlearningsuchskillstheycandoitjustlikeanymanwoulddo,thatis,

defendthem incaseofanyattack,aswellas,protectthehusbandandthechildren.Theissueof

animalhusbandryisalsoshowntobeaqualitythatNorpisialearntfrom thegrandmotheranissuethat
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tooshowsthatwomencanbefamiliarizedwithandnotonlythemen.

ThenarratoralsoshowscircumstancesunderwhichNorpisiahadtolearntheartofdefense.Thenarrator

saysthatthereasonastowhyNorpisiahadtolearndefenseskillswasbecauseofbanditswhowere

commonintheareaandhadalreadykilledhersiblingshencetheneedforhertolearnthedefenseskills.

Theauthorarguesthatduetotheviolentnaturethatisfacingthecommunity,thatthereisneedtolearnthe

artofself-defenseforexamplethebanditsatthetimeofattackdonotdiscriminatewhetherawomanor

man.Theculturalperceptionthatwomenandchildrenshouldbeprotectedshouldbeabandonedandthat

womentoocanequallydefendthemselvessoastobuildthestrengthoffightersintimesofdefending

themselves.AndtoemphasizethatwomentoocandefendthemselvesKedokisays,―Ifyousaymywoman

ishalfmanjustbecausesheiscourageousanddependable,‖hesaidsmilingly,―then,Iwouldagreewith

youentirely.DuringtheperiodIhavebeenwithher,shehadrequitedmytrustinherappropriatelybyfacing

allmannerofdanger
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fearlessly‖(VanishingHerds,58).ToKedokiNorpisiafacedmanydangersbutshestoodfirmlyasa

manandnotasacoward.

Whenahyenaatonetimedisturbedthecouplesinthebush,thenarratorsaysthatNorpisiaknew

thattherewasanintruderandwiththat―Stealthilyshegotup,pickedaspearandstoodwaiting

inreadiness‖(VanishingHerds,40).ThisshowsthatMaasaiwoman,irrespectiveoftheprevious

notionthattheywereweaklingandthatitwastheMaasaimenwhowouldprotectthem,Norpisia

takesaspearandfightsjustlikeanyothermancando.Norpisiaissohappyaftersheprotectsthe

family‘sanimalsfrom thehyenas.Shesays,―Iam certainmyspearhashitthehyena,‖Norpisia

saidconfidently,―IhopeIhavehititattherightplace‖(VanishingHerds,41).Kedokipraises

her.HenoticesthatjustlikeanymanNorpisiaiscourageousandworthyachampion.Infact,

Kedokiissosurprisedandwithutmostsurprisesays,―Whatamarkswomanyouaremylove!‖

(VanishingHerds,41).Beforeshegotmarried,Norpisiahadvowedthatshewasgoingtotakethe
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placeofKedoki‘sslainbrotherandhelphim protecttheircattle.Culturally,theresponsibilityof

protectingtheanimalswassolelyaman‘srolebuttheauthorredefinesexactlywhatitistobea

femininewithintheMaacommunity.Norpisiasoundssorevengefulafactthatisnotcommonly

seenwithwomenshesays,―IfI‘vekilledit,I‘llbehappytohaveavengedthesheepitskithand

kinkilledintheplains‖(VanishingHerds,41).Thesewords,culturally,arenotexpectedtocome

from awomanbutinVanishingHerds,Norpisiahasbeengiventhatchancetosaythem meaning

theauthorsseekstoredefinewhatitistobeaMaawoman.

AlthoughNorpisiaisgoodatself-defensebutKedokiunderestimatesthestrengthofNorpisia.The

narratorsays,
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Ashelaydownwoundedbythecattlerustler,hesaw twomen‗eachholdingadrawn

sword,crawling stealthily toward him.His end had finally come,he told himself

despairingly.Justthenhesaw Norpisia!Herslim bodystretchedoutalongtheground

underalowbranchinthedust.Inherrighthandsheheldhislatebrothersspear,inher

lefthandabow andtwoarrows.Aquiverdangleddownfrom hershoulders.Shewas

stalkingthem!Hewasgrippedbyanuncontrollablefear.Howcouldayoungwomando

whenpittedagainsttwohardenedcattlerustlers?How couldhewarnhertoretreat

withoutthebeastlybrutes?Whocouldtellherthatshewasnothingbutasmallthin

womanthinkingshecouldfacetwoarmedmen?Hewastroubled(VanishingHerds,77).

HeretheauthorcomparesKedokitoNorpisia.Heshowsthatwomencanbeevenbetteratself-

defensethanthemen.WeseeKedokihasbeenstabbedbytherustlersbutweseeNorpisiaisvery

goodatstalkingthetwocattlerustlers.KedokifeelsthatNorpisiaisweakandcannotfightthetwo

cattlerustlersbutNorpisiaissodeterminedthatshewouldfightthem alone,whichsheeventually

does.ThewayNorpisiaattacksthetwocattlerustlersissoskillfulandquietshockingforKedokifor
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shedoesitsowelllikeanymancandoandevenbetterthanthem.Forexample,Norpisiaisswiftin

runningtowardstheattackers:

Suddenly,hesawNorpisiadartacrosstheopenspaceintheforest.Herfirststepwasafull

strideinaheadlongdashattheopenspacebeforeKedoki‘smindfiguredoutwhathiseyes

wereseeing.Shewasrunningfast,herslenderbodybowedbackwardwithherrightarm

raisedhighaboveherhead,themusclesinitknotted,asfirmlyheldherspear.Hereyeswere

wideopenandherlipsdrawnbackfrom
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herteethinanexpressionofwildfury.Shehurledherspear,whichforcefullyflewthrough

theairtowardoneofthetwomen.Thetallman,whoKedokirecognizedastheonewho,

woundedhim,glimpsedatherbelatedlyandraisedhisswordashequicklygotuptoface

her.ThesharpendofNorpisiaspearpiercedintohim,sendinghim sprawling,withblood

gushingoffhisribcagelikecrimsonwaterfrom afountain.Beforetheothermancould

attackherNorpisiahadshotanarrow athim.Thearrow gothim squarelybetweenhis

shoulderblades.Themanyelledashefellbackward,fatallywounded(VanishingHerds,

78).

WeseeNorpisiakillingthecattlerustlers,shedoesitsinglehandedly.Shehasgoodtacticsatself-

defense.Thisisshownbyhowshepositionsherself,howsherunstowardsthecattlerustlersandhow

shethrowsthespear.ItshocksMasintetsomuchbecause,initially,hethoughtthatthetwocattle

rustlershadbeenkilledbyKedokiandwiththisLembratasays,―OnlyEnkaikipianicanmanagesucha

feat!“Iwouldsaywithcertaintythatthisisnotawomanbutaman!‖(VanishingHerds,80).Theauthor

juxtaposesthestrengthofNorpisiatoMasintetandLembarta,Kedoki‘sfriends.Thenarratorsaysthat

Norpisiakilledtwocattlerustlerswhilethetwoonlykilledonecattlerustler.Thisshowsthatfemininity

hasbeenredefinedinsuchawaytoshowthatthepreviouslyweakersexismuchstrongerthantheir

mencounterparts.
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AlthoughKedokifearsforhiswife‘scourageoustraitbutNorpisiaisnotatallbecauseshehadkilled

otherwildanimalsbeforeathergrandmother‘splace.Kedokistillhasthetraditionalperceptionof

whatitistobeaMaasaiwomanalthoughthisNorpisiaherselfisbeyondthistraditionalfemininityas

portrayedbytheauthor.NorpisiaisnotscaredbythewildanimalsasKedokithinks,forhershefeels

thatsheisequaltothetask.Kedokifoundthefollowingmorning
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thedeadhyenaandNorpisia‘sspearpenetratingitsrib-cageandthatithadpierceditsheart.Heisso

surprisedandatthisjuncturehesaysthatsheisfullofsurprises.Heasks,―Whowouldhaveever

thoughtawomancouldthrowaspearsoforcefullyasyoudid?‖(VanishingHerds,42).InToBecomea

Man(1972)itwasmenwhokilledfiercewildanimalssuchasthelion.Weseethiswhenagroupof

morans,Leshaoincluded,goestokillalion.Fortunately,Leshaokillsithenceemergingasthemost

celebratedmoran(ToBecomeaMan,112).

ThekillingofthehyenabyuseofaspearsurprisesKedokialotforstillhedoesnotbelievethata

woman―couldthrowaspearsoforcefullyasNorpisiadidandshewasalsogoodataimingandnot

missinghertarget‖(VanishingHerds,42).Throughthestream ofconscious,welearnthatNorpisia

knew alotthatcontradictedthesocial–culturalnormsoftheMaasaiandshefearedshowingher

husbandsinceshehadseenthewayhehadreactedwhenshehadspearedthehyena

(VanishingHerds,42-43).

Kedoki,previously,heldwomenwithlittlecontemptbutNorpisiachangesthisperception;‗hisattitude

towardswomenhadbeen,untilhemetNorpisia,dismissive,regardingthem asagenderoflittle

consequence,requiredonlyforthepurposeofprocreation.Hehadtherefore;surprisinglyfoundthe

relationshipwithhertobetotallydifferentexperience(VanishingHerds,43).Thisattitudeofbelittling

womenwastherewithintheMaasaicommunitysuchthatwomenarereferredasNakerai,achild.

Therefore,itsurprisesKedokiwhenheseessuchawomanwhoissostronganddefiantandhasa

strongpersonalitythanawoman.Amouzou(2006)arguesthatinThingsFallApart(1966)“Womenare

lumpedtogetherwithchildrenbecauseitisgenerallyacceptedthattheyareunimportantcreatures
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whohavenothingsignificanttocontributetonationbuilding‖(Amouzou,223).
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TheMaasaicultureisconstructedinsuchawaythatitwasthemenwhocarriedabow,arrowsand

quiversdanglingontheirshoulders.ButtheauthorreconstructsthisbyallowingNorpisia,awomanto

carrythem.Thenarratorsays,―Kedokiwalkeddowntheslopebrisklywithhisspearheldfirmlyinhis

hand,whileNorpisia,abow andthearrowsinherhand,andaquiverdanglingdownhershoulder,

followedbehindhim‖(VanishingHerds,54).Andtoshowthattheroleofweaponswasbasicallywhat

definedaman,Lembarta,ayoungmanwhojoinsthecoupleintheforestisworriedtoseeNorpisia

armedwithbowsandarrowslikeaman.UponKedoki‘sintroductionofhiswife,Norpisia,tothetwo

men,Masintetand Lembarta,the narratorsays,―and the young man knitted his brows in

consternationashelookedatNorpisia,awomanarmedwithbowsandarrowslikeaman‖(Vanishing

Herds,55).InDaughterofMaa(1990)weaponssuchasspearswerecarriedbymen(Daughtersof

Maa,109).InTheHunter(1985)weseemenfightingusingtheirswordwhichwasputinascabbard

and ―supported byabeaded belttied around hisloins‖(TheHunter,4).Leseiyo fightswitha

knobkerrieandasword.Mencarryspears,wearpig-tailsmadeintofinelinesandsmearedwithfat

mixedwithredochre(TheHunter,10).Warriorscarrylongspears,swordandlongovalshieldof

buffalo.Notanywhereintheseworksshowawomancarryingsuchweaponsorevenfighting.

Masintet,too,cannothidehisanxietybyaskinghisfriend,―Whoisthislassthen,wholookshalfman,half

woman?‖(VanishingHerds,56).Kedokidefendshiswifebysaying,―Iwanttoassureyouthewomanyou

sawiscertainlynothalf-man,half-woman.Sheisarealwomanandsheismywife‖(VanishingHerds,57).

Theauthorintendedtoshowthatitisnotweirdforwomentoholdweaponsforthefactthatitwasmale‘s

previouslyrolebutwomencandoitwithoutlookingodd.InfactMasintetemphasizeshisshockbysaying,

―Itisoddseeingawomancarryingabow andarrowswithaquiverdanglingdownhershoulderslikea

man.Kindofweird,isn‘tshe?‖(Vanishing

50

Herds,57).AlthoughaccordingtoMasintetfindsitkindofweirdforawomantocarrysuchweapons
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butKedokisaysthatit‘stheproductoftheenvironmentthathasturnedhersoduetotheharshlifeof

thewilderness.Therefore,shehasalsolearnttheartofdefenseincasesofadangerousoccurrence.

HenryoleKuletredefinestheaspectwherebyaMaasaiwomanhadtobeprotectedbythehusbandor

theeldersons.HeshowsthataMaasaiwomantoocandefendherselfequallytothewaymencando

withnofearatall.

Theauthoralsoshowsthatasawoman,Norpisiafeltthatshecouldalsoparticipateinkeepingvigil

justlikethehusbanddid.Shetellsthehusbandthatfrom thatnightshewouldtaketheplaceofhislate

brotherandthatnightshewouldkeepvigilandherhusbandtosleep(VanishingHerds,26).Although

thehusbandrefuses,butthroughaflashback,welearnthatNorpisiawasequaltothetask.She,

previously,hadkilledtenhyenas,consistently,afterattackinghergrandmother‘sanimals.Forten

consecutivenights,shediditusingaspear.Asamatteroffact,Norpisia,tellsthehusbandtotryher

andifshewasnotgoodtowithdrawherbecausesheleftallbehindthatshelovessoastobewithhim.

Norpisiaisassertiveandbelievesthatsheiscapableofkeepingvigiljustliketheman(Vanishing

Herds,27).

Norpisiaisalwaysready,irrespectiveofcircumstances;toprotecttheirherd.Whenapackofhyenas

chasedwildebeestatnight,―ShequicklygotoutoftheOlngoborrinpitchdarknessandcollecteda

few stonesfrom theground.Shethrew them atthehyenatodrivethem awayfrom nearthecattle

enclosure‖(VanishingHerds,93).ThisisaverybraveandcourageousactthatNorpisiapossesses.

Norpisiacriesforthelossandkillingoftheiranimalsbythehyenas.Thisfactis,socially,apassionate

feelingfortheMaasaimenwho,culturally,lovetheiranimals.Thisshowsthatwomen
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toocanpassionatelylovetheiranimals.Withthisthenarratorsays,―OnseeingNorpisiaweepingfor

thelossofasheepthatwaskilledbythehyenas,Kedokiunderstoodheranxiety.Hesharedher

feelingsofdevastationandloss‖(VanishingHerds,32).

ThepassionthatNorpisiahasforbirdsisanotherskillthattheauthorhasusedinthenoveltoredefine
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femininity.Norpisiaknowsthenamesofthebirdsverywellandapartfrom thatsheknowshow to

communicatetothem bywhistlingatthem andevenimitatebirdcalls.Thisskillshelearnedfrom her

grandmother:

Norpisiasoftlywhistled replicating thebird song so preciselythatthemotherbird

stoppedfeedingitschicksandmomentarilyturnedinherdirection,lookingforanother

bird.Norpisiawhistledagainandthebirdtookafew stepstowardher.Whenshelived

withhergrandmother,shetaughthertoimitatebirdcalls.Whenshehadgainedskill,she

would callthem and theywould come expecting to see otherbirdsoftheirkind

(VanishingHerds,52).

Suchaskillofimitatingthebirdsisaspecialart.Norpisiahasmultipleskillssuchaswhistlingincases

whereshecoulddetectadangerousanimalNorpisiawhistledhencealertingthehusbandofthe

impedingdanger.Shecouldwhistleto controltherearaswellasalertthattherewasdanger.

―Norpisiawalkedleisurelybehindtheherd,whistlingandshoutingatasheephereandagoatthere,

whentheystartedtobreakaway‖(VanishingHerds,122).Norpisiapossessesagoodartofstorytelling

whichmesmerizeseventheprophetess.Kedokithinkseverytimeshetellsastoryitfeelslikethefirst

time,―Althoughheknewherstorywell,hewasneverthelessdrawntotherefreshingwaysherendered

it.Shewasclearandprecisewithexemplarywordchoice,accompaniedbyevocativegestures…She

revealedhowshewastrainedtomimicbirdsand
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animalssoundsandhowsheeventuallymanagedtoimitatethem withsuchfinessethateventhebirds

andtheanimalscouldnottellthedifferencebetweenthemimickedsoundandthatwhichwastheir

own‖(VanishingHerds,171).

Maasaimenareoutstandingwhenitcomestotheroleofherdingbutthishasbeenredefinedin

VanishingHerdssuchthat,Norpisia,aMaasaiwomanisseentobeverygoodatherding.Thisis

shownwhenthenarratorsays,―Laterthatday,ashedrovetheherdthroughawoodedarea,itpleased

him toseehertakecharge,walkingupanddowncontrollingthemovementofthecattlesothatthey
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sloweddowntograzebetweenbushes‖(VanishingHerds,21).ThisrefutestheargumentbyHammod

andJablow(1992:150)whoarguethat―AnAfricanwoman‘sroleislimitedtosexualandcommercial

labour:satisfyingthesexualneedsofmen,workinginthefieldscarryingloads,tendingbabiesand

preparingfood‖(Kisiang‘ani,13).ThisisnotthecaseasseeninVanishingHerdsthewomanisplaced

highabovetraditionalroles.

Thecallingofprophecy,culturally,ispredominantlymen‘sresponsibilitybutinVanishingHerdsshowsthat

aMaasaiwomancan,equally,becomeaprophetesswhocanforetellthefutureintruth.Forexamplewhen

the‗prophetess‘,EddahSein,visitedKedoki‘svillageshetoldthem aboutconsequencesandhazardsof

climatechange.Andtruetoherwords,itcametohappenandthenarratorsays,―twodaysaftersheleft

thevillage,quiteunexpectedthunderstormssuddenlyburstwithunrestrainedferocity.Thelighteningthat

followedwasvicious.Itsgreatcracklingtonguesblastedanymen,animalsortreesinitspath.Dung

plasteredaswellasgrassthatchedroofsleakedsobadlythatmanyfamilies,forthenextfewdays,livedin

quagmire‖(VanishingHerds,158).

WealsoseethatfemininityhasbeenredefinedinVanishingHerdsinsuchawaythatthemain

characterNorpisiadoesherroleintelligently:―Norpisiabroughtuptherear,occasionally
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combingthebushesthoroughlytoensurethatnokid,lamborcalfwasleftbehind‖(VanishingHerds,

71).Shedidherrolepassionatelyandshowedhighlevelsofresponsibility.Shelovestheiranimalsjust

likeKedokilovesthem andsheisnotreadytoseethatanyofthem isleftbehindorkilledbywild

animals.

Norpisiaisobsessedwiththeneedtosavewildanimalsandpreservetheirhabitat(VanishingHerds,

154).Thisisexpressedthroughherencounterwithhergrandmotherwhichhasalsobeenhighlighted

and vividlydescribed.Hergrandmother,through dreams,advicesherto join animalsand fight

alongsidethem ,soastoreclaim theirhabitat.Hergrandmotherurgedhertorequestherhusbandto

brandthewildebeestandallowthem tostayamongtheherdforsometime(VanishingHerds,155).

Norpisia‘sdesiretosavethewildanimalsisportrayedwhenshebegsherhusband,Kedokitoaccept
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thefourbeastsandtobrandthem withtheirclan‘smarks.ToNorpisiashedoeswhattheothermen

likeKedoki,LembrataandMasintetcouldnotdo.

Eddahhelpsthecommunityplanttrees;sheassiststhem toplantindigenoustreesseedlingswhichthe

communityhadbrought.Eddah―hadchosenanareathatwasadjacenttoOlmakarrfarm tosymbolize

futureactivitiesinthatareawheretheforestwasdestroyed.Whereversheplantedtrees,shealways

erectedabillboardwithapictureofagreentree,whichshesaidwasasymboloflife‖(Vanishing

Herds,166).

Womenarepresented,inthetaskofplantingtreesinEorr-Narasha,ashardworking,―forthefirsttimein

thehistoryofEorr-Narasha,womenwerewayaheadofmeninthenumberoflivestocktheybroughtinto

theirhomesteads.Mostwomenearnedmoresheepthantheirmen(VanishingHerds,202).Forexample

Norpisiaearnedfifty-fivesheepwhileherhusband,Kedokiearnedfifty-fivesheep.Lembrataandhisbrother

Masintetearnedtwenty-fivesheepeach,whileNgoto
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Lesiamin,Masintet‘swife,gotforty-fivesheep.Thisextractshowsthatwomenaremoreactivethan

theirmenwhich,initially,isnotthecasewithintheMaacommunity.

Kedoki,Norpisia‘shusbandmarriesbecausehewantssomeonetoassisthim drivetheherdofcattle.

ThisshowsthatKedokibelievedthatawomantoocancontrolalargeherd,protectthem from

predatorsandmoresocattlerustlers.When,Norpisia‘sfatheragreedKedokitomarryher,thenarrator

says,―Hewasdelightedthathehadsomeonetoassisthim makeweightydecisions‖(Vanishing

Herds,19).Thisshowsthatthefactofdecisionmakingwhichwasculturallymen‘srolecanalsobe

donebywomen.Womenwerenotinvolvedinanydecisionmaking.Itwasactuallytheworkofmento

doit.Thewomanistideologydoesnotnegatemen,theyviewthem asimportantinthesocietybutwhat

theyadvocateforisrecognitionofawomanasanequalpartner.Although,amalewriter,Kulet,shows

thatKedokiwantstomarryforcompanionshipandnotthepreviousheldmyththatawoman‘ssole

purposeisprocreation.
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ThelovethatKedokihasforNorpisiamakeshim assisthertomakeahutwhichwasawoman‘srole.

Norpisiafearsthathisfriendsmightfindhim doingit.Thisreconstructsthetraditionalnormswhereby

onlywomenconstructedhousesanddidmanyhousechoresbutthishasbeenreconstructed,―While

MasintetandLembartacutthornbranchestoconstructthecattleenclosure,KedokijoinedNorpisia

andhelpedtooffloadthedonkeys.Norpisiahadmadehim breachsomeculturalnorms,asituation

thatheknewwouldbefrowneduponbyothermeniftheycametoknowaboutit‖(VanishingHerds,

105).Weseethiswhenthenarratorsays,

TheybothputuptheOlongoborr,anchoringpolesintothegroundtosupporttheroofthat

wasmadeofseveralhideslinkedandmadetooverlaponeontopoftheother.The

oblong,dome-likestructurehadanopeningatthetoptoletoutsmoke,
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iftheyneededtomakeafireinside,thoughtheyseldom did(VanishingHerds,105).

WealsoseeKedokiassistingNorpisiatogatherfirewood,aresponsibilitythatwasprimarilywomen‘s.

Therefore,thesharingofresponsibilitydrawsthesetwocouplesmoreclosertoeachother.Sharingof

responsibilitymakesthecouplehappywitheachother.Forexample,thenarratorsays,―Oncethe

Olngoborrwasup,KedokiwentouttogatherfirewoodwhileNorpisialitthefireandbegantoprepare

theireveningmeal(VanishingHerds,105).Norpisia‘spassiontosavetheiranimalsdemonstrate

clearlythat,shetoo,isinvolvedintheirproperty,―Norpisiaherbscameinhandytotreattheanimals,

butattimesthesickonesweresomanythattheherbsranoutbeforetreatingallofthem‖(Vanishing

Herds,115).InToBecomeaMan(1972)itwasawoman‘sroletofetchfirewood(ToBecomeaMan,

40).

JulianaSam-AbbenyiMakuchi(1993)arguesthatoneoftheproblemsfacingwomeninAfricais―women‘s

pleasureandthedenialofpleasureforwomen‖whichhasalsobeenoneoftheissuesaddressedby

feminists(Makuchi,42).Womenaremarriedforthesakeofprocreationandnotforsexualfulfillmentitis

themantoaskforsexandnotviceversa.AMaasaiwoman,culturally,ismarriedforprocreation.Theman

hardlyshowsopenlyanylovetowardsherwifeincasethemanwantstohavesexualintercoursewiththe
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wife,itishisprerogativetodecideonwhenandwithwhobutinVanishingHerds,theauthorhasredefined

theconceptoffemininitybyshowingthattheMaasaimenareshowninVanishingHerdsascapableof

expressingtheirlovetotheirwomenopenlyandthattheyarenotshyindoingso.Thisisevidencedwhen

Norpisiaisabouttobeattackedbya,rhino,Kedokirealizesthat―Itdawnedonhim thathehadtosecure

hersafetyandherwell-being.Italsodawnedonhim thathelovedhermorethanheeverbelievedpossible.

Until
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then,hedidnotknowhecouldlovesomuch,letalonethinkthathenearlylosthertothebeast…From

then,henceforth,hedeclaredhiseyewouldalwaysbeonherandforthefirsttimesincetheybecame

husbandandwife,theyheldhandsaffectionatelyastheywalkedtogetherbacktowheretheirlivestock

grazedpeacefully‖(VanishingHerds,30).Maasaihusbandandwife,rarely,mingletogethertheyonly

meetwhenitisnecessaryandshowingtheirloveopenlyissuchahardthingtofindinthiscommunity

asexpressedintheearlierworksofliterature.

LovingawomaninVanishingHerdshasbeenredefinedwhenKedokiexpresseshisloveopenlyhence

showinghow heappreciatesNorpisia.HelovesNorpisiaanddoesnotwanttoshareherwiththe

community:

Sheknewitwastruethathelovedher.Shehadalwaysknownitandsawitinhiseyes.

Yes,shehadalwaysseenitinhisbrilliant,vivid,blackeyesthatcaressedherwiththeir

look.Hiseyesalwaysexpressedtheemotionsthathisculturalsensibilitiescouldnot

allow him toshow,andhetriedsohardtokeepthem undercontrol(VanishingHerds,

221).

Becauseofhow thepositionofMaasaiwomenhasbeenredefined,weseethatKedoki,Norpisia‘s

husbandpaysakeeninteresttowhatNorpisiasaid.Helistenedattentivelytowhatshehadtosay.He

nevergaveanimmediateanswerbutheponderedaboutitforsometime.Heallowed;Norpisiaa

chancetoexpressheropinionwhichheneverputdown.
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Theissueofhavingachildtoinheritthefather‘snameespeciallyasonisnormallythedesireofany

manbutinVanishingHerdsweseethatitisNorpisia,awomanwhoisbotheredaboutitforKedokistill

feelsthattheystillhavealongwaytogo.EvenwhenhisfriendMasintetteaseshim abouthim being

Lesiote,amanwhocrieduponseeingawomanandthinkingthathermanhood
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hadbeeneatenbyterribledisease,hestillpersistsforthem towaituntiltheyareoutofwilderness.

NorpisiaisworriedthatKedokimightdieandleaveherwithoutachild.Shecertainlyneedhissonto

inherithisnameandcattle(VanishingHerds,91).ShetellsKedokiaboutit―Ithinkit‘sthewayawife

tellsherhusbandhow muchsheloveshim andcaresforhim,whethershehaschildrenornotbutI

thinkIneedtotellyouIwanttohaveyourchildbeforeIgettooold‖(VanishingHerds,91).ButKedoki

respondedbysaying,―Youhavealongwaytogo...Youarestillveryyoung‖(VanishingHerds,91).

Shepursesthetopicfurtherbygivinganexamplethat―WomenofmyagebackatOlomuritiare

alreadygettingtheirsecondchild‖(92).Although,Norpisiapersiststhetopic,whichreallyisaman‘s

concernKedokirespondbysayingthat:heshouldbetheonecomplainingandnother.Kedokithinks

thatNorpisiahasexperiencedsomuchinhershorttime.Theconceptofhavingchildrendoesnot

botherKedokibutitkeepsnaggingNorpisiatotheextentthat―Sheremainedawakethinkingoftheir

discussionthateveningaboutchildren‖(VanishingHerds,93).

DuringpregnancywomenarenormallyveryweakbutNorpisiawhoispregnantsaysthatiftheydecidedto

moveoutofthefarm thatshewouldmanageinthewildernesscontrarytothefearthatthehusbandhasfor

herthatshemightnotmanage(VanishingHerds,156).Norpisiaisconcernedaboutherchild‘scareer

therefore,hasacareerchosenfortheirsonKinyamalthatiswhenhegrowsupshewantedhim tobea

gamewarden.This,therefore,showsthatNorpisiawasconversantwithbetterjobsandalsosheknewthat

hersonwouldhelpinprotectingthewildanimals.

ThenarratorshowshowNorpisiaappreciatesnature.WhentheyenterOlkarsisfarm shefindstheairfresh,

sharperandclean.ThenarratordescribesNorpisia‘sexperienceas―Acoolfreshscentoflushgreen

vegetationcaressedhernostrilspleasantly.Sheinhaledtheluxuriousair,fillingher
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lungswithitsinvigoratingfreshness.Whatacontrastbetweenthefreshairthatfarm anddustyand

oppressive airthatblasted them dailyin the windsweptplains.Here,everyplantwasolive green‖

(VanishingHerds,126).Norpisiaseemstobeexcitedofhersurroundingunlikeherhusband,Kedoki.She

admirestheanimalsfoundinOlkarsisfarm:―Shestoppedandstared,spellbound,atalargeherdofblack

andwhitepedigreecattlethatgrazedcontentedlyinafieldoftallgreengrass‖(VanishingHerds,127).She

issosurprisedbytheirudderswhichtoherare―amazinglylargeandheavy.‖Sheisfurtheramazedtosee

―long-beardedAngoragoats,withlong-hairedwhitecoatsandhornsthatfacedbackwardandtaperedoff

toapoint‖(VanishingHerds,127).Heroptimism supersedesthatofherhusband.Sheisoptimistic.After

seeingtheanimalsinOlkarsis,shebelievesthatonedaytheiranimalswillbelikethatandshesays.

Norpisia‘soptimism isvividlyshownwherethenarratorsays,―Hope,optimism andenthusiasm beganto

takerootin herheart.Shebegan to dream positivedreams.Shesaw herselfexciting thegloomy,

despondentandhopelessworldandenteringintoaworldwheretherewasnosocialstratification,suchas

pastoralists,herders,nomads,sedentaryoranyother‖(VanishingHerds,131).

Conclusion

From thediscussionofVanishingHerdswefindthatHenryoleKulethasdefinedandredefinedMaasai

femininitylargelythroughtheprotagonistNorpisia.Sheisshownasawomanwhochampionsforthewell-

beingoftheentiresociety.Norpisia‘sdeedsinsavingtheenvironmentandtakingcareofcattleraisesher

imagetothatofa‗saviour‘withinthepatriarchalsocietywherethedestinyofthecommunityhadalways

dependedonmenandnotwomen.Ironically,intheserolesNorpisiaisalsoperformingarolethatsociety

hadreservedforwomen—thatofnurture.Sheusesherskillstonurturethecommunity.Thecharacterof

EddahSeinisanotherwomanwhoredefines
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Maasaifemininityinthetext.Shedoesthisthroughprophecywhichhasbeenapreserveofthemales

intheMaasaicommunity.Overall,weseewomenbeingredefinedinspaceshithertoconsidered
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sanctum ofmen:decisionmakingwithregardstocattleandlandholding,culturalbeliefsystemslike

prophecyandthespaceoftheheroinsociety.

CHAPTERTHREE

EXAMININGFEMININITYINBLOSSOMSOFTHESAVANNAH

DefinitionofFemininity

Boy-childishighlyvaluedinNasilacommunityaspresentedinBlossomsoftheSavannahandthiskind

isseenbythefactthatoleKaelodesiredboysbut,unfortunately,heendedupwithtwogirlswhowere

nothighlyregardedinthisparticularcommunity:―Whenhiswifegotpregnantthesecondtime,he

prayedforahealthybabyboy…‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,10).Agirl,asachild,isnotvaluedasa

boychildandthisisthereasonastowhywhenResianisbornthefather,immediately,dislikesherfor

hethoughtthatthewifewouldborehim aboywhowouldcontinuetheoleKaelo‘sname.

Aboy-childcarriesthefamily‘snametothenextgeneration.ItiswiththisviewthatoleKaelo
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―prayedforahealthybabyboywhowouldcarrytheKaelo‘snametothenextgeneration‖(Blossomsof

theSavannah,10).Afterthewifegavebirthtoababygirl,oleKaelobecomesannoyedbecausehe

desiredababyboythereforehehatedResianrightfrom herchildhood.Theboychildcontinuedhis

father‘snameandinIsItPossible?(1971)Lerionkavowsthathewouldcontinuehisfather‘sfamily

name,oleSururu(IsItPossible?,3).Lerionka,according to thenarrator,feelsthathehasthe

responsibility―ofrestoringandcarryingthehonourofSururu‘snametothecominggenerations‖(Isit
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Possible?,3).TheissueofboysbeingvaluablemorethangirlsinMaasaicommunityisfurtherseen

whenSopia,thechiefadvicesLerionka‘sfathertoremarrysoastohavemoresonbecausehehadto

giveoutLerionkatogotoschool(IsItPossible?,14).

Womenwere,customarily,definedbythenumberofchildrenthatoneboreandthesexofthechildren.

TheBoy-childwasmorevaluedthangirlchild.Boysweregivenbettereducationwhilegirlswere

marriedoffatanearlyage.AnexampleisthatofoleSupeyo,oleKedoki‘sfriend.Hehassenthisboys

toschoolandhavereacheduniversitylevelwhilethegirlsarecircumcisedandmarriedoff(Blossoms

oftheSavannah,21).Sogirlswerenotvalued.Theyweretakenassourcesofwealth.

Womenweredefinedbythefactthattheyborechildren.Ifonedidnot,shehadtoparticipateintraditions

thatincludedallthebarrenstoprayforalongtimesoastoconceive.Theysungancestralprayersongs

andpraisesknownasEnkaiAomonEntomon,thiswasaprayerexhortingGodtoopenwomen‘swombs.

Duetothebehaviorshownbythecommunitytowardsthebarrens,thebarrenwomenweresoviolentand

aggressivesuchthatifanymanrefusedtheirwivestoparticipateintheprayer,onewasmobbedand

thoroughlybeatenbythesewomenandalltheanimalsdrawn
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outoftheirkraalandsomeanimalswereroughlyslaughtered.Thewomenweredefinedandthus

respectediftheyborechildren.WeseethatwhenoleMusankablesses

Taiyohesaysthat―ShewillbeamotherofthenextleaderofNasilaandMaa‖(Blossomsofthe

Savannah,54).Amotherwasdefinedbyherabilitytoconceivechildren.

Womenweremarriedintopolygamousmarriages.Theyhadnoopportunitytorefusetobemarriedoff

toapolygamousfamily.Eachwifehadherownhouseawayfrom thehusband.Itwasonly,whenthe

husbandwantedanyofthem thatshewouldgotohishouseinturnsaccordingtohispreference.The

womenwereexpectedtobefriendsandcareforthechildren,equally.UncleSimiren‘shomeis

polygamousbuttheyalllivedinharmonyandtheyrespectedtheireldestmother(Blossomsofthe

Savannah,16).
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Womenweremarriedtooneman,asmanyasthemanwanted.Forexample,Oloisudorihadmarriedsix

womenandhestillwantedtomarryResian.Thewomenhadtofulfillcertainconditionsandtheyhadto

agreetoliveacertainpatternoflife.Ifawomandidnotpassthetest,onewasrejectedbytheman.There

wasayardstickthatwasusedtomeasurethewomen‘ssuitability.Whenthewomenenteredthemarriage

theywereexpectedtorespectotherwivesandtheirpositioninthatmarriage.Womenandgirlswerenotto

answerbacktheirmalecounterpartsnomatterhow annoyedtheywere.Theyweretobehumbleand

swallow theirbitterness.ThisisthereasonastowhyResian‘sfatherslapsherfortalkingtohim ina

disrespectfulmanner.WeseethisinDaughterofMaa(1990)whenNariku-Nkera‘shusbandwantstomarry

anotherwifeandNaloutueshaconfirmsthataMaasaimancanmarryasmanywivesaspossibleandno

onecanstopthem.Forexamplesheasks,―WhendidwomenofMaaprotestwhentheirhusbandswanted

tomarry?‖(DaughterofMaa,72).NalotuesharemindsNariku-Nkerathatherhusbandwouldmarrywithout
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evenaskingforconsentforthemenmadedecisions.InToBecomeaMan(1972)awomandoesnot

makeanydecisionandifshetriestodosheisrebukedharshly.WhenLeshao‘smotherpersuades

Leshao‘sfathertotakeLerionkatoschoolastherestofthechildrenhesays,―Woman!Thisismy

home.Itisnotours.Itismine.Idonotknowwhyyoukeeponforgettingthisevenafterstayingwith

mealltheseyears.ButforthesakeofsavingyouthetroubleoftryingtorememberwhatIhave

repeatedlysaid,getthisstraight.ThishomebelongstoKereaoleMerreshoalone-‖(ToBecomeaMan,

4).

Thewomenseem toacceptpolygamyandFGM.Whenthegirlscamefrom Nakurusomewomencame

tolookcloselyatTaiyoandResiantoseeiftheyweremarriageablesoastheycommentthem totheir

husbandssoastheybecometheirinkainito(co-wives).Otherscamelookingforpotentialwivesfor

theirsonswhileenkaitoyoni(midwife)andenkamuratani(circumciser)cametomakeacquaintances

withpotentialclients(BlossomsoftheSavannah,37).Becauseofallwhatwomenwentthrough,we

seethem acceptingthecultureoftheircommunity.Andacceptingthecultureoflookingfortheir

childrensuitorsandalsothefactthattheyhadtoundergoFGM.
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Inapolygamousfamily,theeldestwifewasrespectedbyeveryoneinthefamily.Manyactivitiessuch

asslaughteringofagoattookplaceinherhouse.Thisisshownbythenarratorwhenhetalksabout

Yeiyo-botorrwhowastheeldestwifeofSimirenandwhowashighlyrespectedbytheotherfamily

members.ThisisseenwhensheisatMamaMilanoi‘shomeandResianargueswithherconcerning

culturalaspectssuchastheroleofthewoman.Resian‘smotherbecomessoannoyedandseesitas

disrespect.

AMaasaiwomandoesnotfindherownsuitor.Theparentsfindherthesuitoroftheirchoice.Forexample,

MamaMilanoidoesnotfindherownsuitorasdescribedbythenarrator.Herparentsfind
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asuitablesuitorforher:―Thesuitorwasayoung manwho wasreputed to beanupcoming

businessman,herparentsweresatisfiedthattheirdaughterwouldnotonlybeinsafehands,thattheir

grandchildrenwouldhaveadependableprotector.Afterwhatappearedtohertobelengthyprotracted

negotiations,thepartiesagreedandshewasbetrothed‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,30).Asawoman,

thetraditionsdictatedthatonedidnotresistasuitorthattheparentshadselectedforthem andthatis

whyMamaMilanoiacceptstobemarriedtooleKedoki―withoutanyresistance.Traditiondidnot

allowhertoofferanyandasexpectedofher,shedidnotresist‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,30).

Theculturedidnotallow womentofindtheirownsuitors.WeseethisthroughMamaMilanoiwho

uponseeingherdaughterTaiyohappilyandsoinlovewithParmuatthenarratorsays,―Shelether

heartwanderandwonderedwhatmighthavehappenedhadshemetahandsomeyoungmansuchas

theoneherdaughterwasspeakingwith,falleninloveandgotmarried.Ifshehadsuchanopportunity,

whatmightherlifehavebeen?Maybeshewouldnothavebeenjoinedatthehipwithabullylike…‖

(BlossomsoftheSavannah,49).ThisshowsthatMamaMilanoidesiredtofindherownsuitorbutwas

notallowed.

Fathershavetherighttoprotecttheirdaughtersandthatiswhytheychoosesuitorsforthem.Thisisthe

reasonwhyoleKaelomakesadecisionthat―hewasnotgoingtoallowhisdaughtersignorancedestroy
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herfuture.Asafather,hedeclared,hehadaGodgivendutytoguidehertosecurefuture;toleadhertothe

honeypotthatwouldbepartofherfuture.WhateverhappenedResianwastobemarriedtoOloisudori‖

(195).Theparentsthinkthattheycangetbettersuitorsfortheirgirlsthanthegirlsthemselves.Womenare

expectedtofallinlovewiththeirhusbandslaterafterthemarriage.ForexampleResianissaidthatshewill

fallinlovewiththepalatialhomewhen
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latersheseesthatissetbeforehersuchthatshewillcurseherstubbornnessforherrefusaltoget

marriedtoOloisudori.Fathershavearighttotakethedowryofgirlsform theirsuitorswithoutthegirls

knowingorevenconsentingtoit.InDaughterofMaa(1990)thelovetoprotectthedaughtersisseen

throughNalotueshawhoprefersherhusbandtomarryAnnaNalanguratherthanAnnaNalangutobe

marriedbyJosephMalon,herdaughter‘sboyfriend,whoisalsoinlovewithAnnaNalaungu,whomight

enduphurtingherdaughter‘sheart.

Girlsaretobemarriedofftopeopletheydonotmaketheirownchoiceandtheyaretobecircumcised

beforemarriageinBlossomsoftheSavannah.Agirlhastobemarriedofftoanoldperson,evenolder

thanherfatherandisnottobequestionedbecausethatistheMaasaicustom.Thisisevidencedby

OloisudoriwhoisolderthanoleKaeloandwantstomarryResianwhoisstillyoung.

PhysicalappearancedefinesthewomenoftheMaasai.ThenotionthattheMaasaiwomenareso

beautifulandwell-madephysicallyisexpressedbythenarratorthroughMamaMilanoiwhoistalland

hasfullandheavybreasts,slenderwaist,andwidehipsandseductivelycurved.WomenwithintheMaa

communityaredefinedasbeautiful.ResianandTaiyoaredefinedtooasbeingbeautiful.Resianhasa

prettyface.OloisodorigetsattractedtoResianandthenarratordescribesResianas―headmiredher

physicalandsensualattractionespeciallythoseofherfullbreasts,herstrongandsupplewaist,the

curveofherwidehipsandhershapelylonglegs‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,114).

Thedefinitionofbeautyis―big,solid,gleamingblackeyes,fulllips,sparklingwhiteteethplantedonblack

gums.‖Forexample,Resianisdescribedas―tallerthantheoldwoman,hadlongslenderlimbsandhigh
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firm breasts.Shehadanarrowwaistthattapereddown,swellingouttobulging
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hips.Herarmsandlegswereslenderbutshapelyshemovedwithanaturalgaitandpride‘‘(Blossoms

oftheSavannah,263).

Abeautifulwomanisdefinedbythebeautyofherfacethatlookedmorelikeababy‘sface,dimpleson

thecheeks,whitepear– liketeethplantedonblackgums,naturalgapcalledenchilaoithatsits

betweenupperfrontteeth.Thewaistisnarrow andhaslongshapelylegs.Theeyesarelarge.The

conceptofMaasaiwomenbeingbeautifulisexemplifiedbytheladyknownasOloisudori‘swife

numberthreewhoissaidtobeasbeautifulashersurroundings.

Girls,therefore,wererequiredtosingandadornthemselvesinbeautifulmulti-colouredbeads.Theysang

beautifully.DuringoleKaelo‘shomecomingparty,―Abevyofbeautifulyoungwomensteppedforward,

theirnecksbedeckedwithlayerafterlayerofexquisitelesos.Theyworeovertheirshouldersflutteredinthe

windyafternoonairastheymovedsedately,headspoised,chestsheavingforwardsandbackward,knees

bowing,voicesraisedmelodiously,astheyglidedsmoothlyintoanexcitingtraditionaldance…Theirlight

stopswere sedate,theirbacksand shouldersheld straightand theirheadshaughtyand graceful‖

(BlossomsoftheSavannah,42).

TheconceptofbeautyandphysicalappearanceisevidencedinDaughterofMaa(1990)wheregirlsare

describedaspretty,slender,graceful―Theirnecksladenwithbeautifulmulti-colouredbead-jewelry‖

(DaughterofMaa,109).Seleinaisdescribedashavingaslim body,hadmulticolouredbeadnecklaces,

earringsandamulets.AlltheseaccordingtothenarratormadeSeleinamorebeautiful―thanshehad

everbeen‖(DaughterofMaa,124).InTheHunters(1985)Namelokisdescribedashavingcharming

face,largebrowneyes(TheHunters,45).InMorannoMore(1990)girlsaredescribedascurvy,dark

complexion,brownfascinatingeyes(MorannoMore,15).Thepastor‘sdaughterisdescribedas

drapedinredshukawhich―clungtightlytoher
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smallbodynarrow waist… shewasbedecked with multi-coloured bead ornaments.Round her
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foreheadwastiedmorebeadsthatmadeloopsaroundhereyes‖(MorannoMore,21).InBanditsof

Kibi(1999)LilianSoilaisdescribedashavinglongshapelylegswhichwereasdelicateasaflamingo‘s

andshehadsplendidstrongwhiteteeth(BanditsofKibi,3).

Girlswhetheraboveeighteenyearsornotwere,still,referredaschildren,nakeraiinBlossomsofthe

Savannah.WeseethiswhenResianandTaiyoarecalled,―children,‖byawomanattheiruncleshome

whowantedtofindoutwhethertheywereawakesoastotaketea.Theyobedientlyacceptedand

respondedwhencalledbythisname(BlossomsoftheSavannah,15).

Womenaresupposedtobesubmissivetotheireldersanditiswiththisreasonthatwhenthefamily

arrivedatNasila,thenarratorsaysthatthegirls‘headsweretouchedbytheiruncles,cousins,aunts

andotherrelatives(BlossomsoftheSavannah,11).Bowingdownofheadstomaledefineswomenin

Maasaicommunityasbeingsubmissiveandrespectiveandnoonecould

defythisatall.

Maasaiwomenaresupposedtobesubmissive.ThisisevidentinTaiyo,Resian‘ssisterinBlossomsofthe

Savannah.Wefindherallthetimebeinghumbletowardsherparents.Sheisdescribedastheparagonof

virtue―atruemodelofMaafemininedecorum‖.Andthatwasbecauseshehardlyevertalkedtoherfather

unlesshespoketoher,andthenonlytoanswerhim ―withutmostrespectwhateverquestionhehasasked

her‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,178).ThisiswhatwasexpectedofaMaasaiwoman;nottoquestionor

arguewiththeelderlyatanygiventime.Awomanwhowasdefianthasnoonetosupporther.Sheiscursed

andishatedbythewholecommunity.Sheisreferredtoasawasp.Thelikesthataredefiantareknownas

wasps,entangoroiandanexampleis

67

thatofEmakererei,awomanwhoownsasheepranch,whofightsagainstFGM andearlymarriage.

Thecommunityviewsherasawasp,entangoroi.

Womenwerenotsupposedtositclosertomen,especially;youngMaasaigirlswerenotallowedtosit



0714497530

isabokemicah@gmail.com

closertotheirfatherasasignofrespect.ThisiswhatweseeinoleKaelo‘shomewherethefathersits

farawayfrom thewifeandhisdaughters.Forexample,whenhecallsResianduringthehomecoming

partyResiansitsfarawayfrom herfather.Evenwhenthefatheraskshertositnearershehardly

moves(BlossomsoftheSavannah,187).Thisshowsthatwomenhadtoshowrespecttomenatall

giventimes.Thedistancethatwasputtheresignifiedrespectandmenandwomensatfarawayfrom

eachother.

TheMaasaiwomenandespeciallygirlsaredefinedbythefactthattheyshowedtotalrespecttotheir

parents.Thegirlsdonotalsosharethesameroom withtheirfather.Weseethiswhenthenarrator

says,―aswastheirhabit,whentheirfathercameintothelivingroom,thegirlsquicklygatheredthe

dishes,tidiedthetableand,instantly,disappearedintothekitchen‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,70).It

isalsoexpectedoftheculturethatfatherstalktotheirdaughtersthroughtheirmothers.Thedirect

confrontationbetweenthefatheranddaughtersisnotallowedintheMaasaicommunity.Kaeloalways

talkedtothegirlsthroughtheirmother.Andwhenhewantstospeaktothem theyshowfearforthey

donotalwaysknowwhattheirfatherwants.Becauseoftherespectthattheyowetotheirfatherthe

girlshavesomuchfearandallthetimelivewiththeirfatherasifhewasastranger.

Mendonotenterahouseifgirlsarein.Ifgirlsarethere―elderswouldeithermovetoanotherhouse

oriftheymustenter,themotherofthegirlswouldtellherdaughterstomovetooneofheraunt‘s

housesandinsuchacase,theelderswouldpolitelystandoutsidethehouseuntilthegirls
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hadleft‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,179).Forexamplewhenthegirlsstayedattheiruncle‘splace

theynevercamefacetofacewithhim.Theywerejealouslyguarded.

Womenaretorespectmenirrespectiveofanycircumstances.Theyarenottoquestioncultureatall.Itis

withthisassumptionthatwhenResianquestionstheculturethatkeepsthewomenalwayscookingfor

menandthatthemensuchasOlarinkoikeeponsittingidle,upsetsnotonlyhermotherbutalsohereldest

aunt,Yeiyo-botorr.Womenarenotsupposedtospeakillofmenespeciallythosewhoareagematesof

theirfathers.Iftheydotheyareconsideredtobeillmannered.WhenOloisudoritouchesResian‘sbreastand
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shecomplainsthistohermotherbycallinghim ―amannerlessdirtyoldman!‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,

11).Hermotherrebukesherbytellingherthat―Soonyouaregoingtodisgraceyourfatherbythewayyou

speak…youmustbridleyourtongueandbecarefulofwhatyousay,otherwiseyouwillsoonbecalled

enadua-kutuk‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,95).ThismakesResianquestionbysaying,―Butsurely,yeiyo,

mustn‘tonementionthedespicablecharacterofanoldmanwhobehavesbadlybeforeagirlyoungenough

tobehisdaughter?‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,95).Themothersays,―Howeverdisreputablethemanbe

becarefulResian.Wedon‘tknow whatconnectionthemanhaswithyourfatheranditwouldbe

catastrophicifyourtonguewouldbetheonetoserverhisrelationswithothermen‖(Blossomsofthe

Savannah,95).

TheMaasaiwomenaredefinedaslesstalkativetheyarefriendlyandholdhighdecorum anddignity.Thisis

seenthroughwifenumberthreewhoisdescribedas―taciturnbutfriendlyandsheservedthem with

dignityanddecorum‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,194).Womenarepresentedasnothavinganysay

againstthetraditionshencerenderingthem powerless.ForexampleMamaMilanoidoesnotsayanything

tostopResianfrom beingmarriedtoOloisudori.Shedoesnothing
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tostoptheinsultsthatthegirlsaregoingthrough.WhentheplanishatchedforResiantobeforcefully

takenawaybyOloisudorisheispartoftheplan.EvenwhenTaiyoisliedtothatResianwantstoseeher,as

acunningplantohavehercircumcised,MamaMilanoiispartofthegame.

ThewomentoojustlikeMamaMilanoisupportsFGM,whentheywerestillyoung,becausetheybelieve

thatitisariteofpassage.Ifagirlgotpregnantbeforemarriageshewascircumcisedatthetimeof

birth.Circumcisionofgirlsis,seriously,undertakenbytheMaasaicommunity.Womenarerespectedif

onlytheyundergothiscutting.Ifonedoesnotis,culturally,despisedandreferredtoasintoiye

nemengalana,aterm thatissohumiliatingtotheuncircumcisedgirls.Aman:whodoesnotcircumcise

hisgirls;hasonlygirlsashischildren;ismarriedtoonlyonewifeisnotrespectedbythecommunity.It

istothisrespectthatthenarratorsays,
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Eldershadtermedrecklesshisdecisiontoremainmarriedtoonlyonewifewhoonlybore

him twodaughters.Theyhadlikenedhim toamono-eyedgiantwhostoodonlegsof

straw...Itwouldtakenotlongbeforehisbrotherearnedhimselfthederogatorynameof

thefatherofintoiyenemengalana(BlossomsoftheSavannah,13).

Awomanisdefinedandrespectedbythefactthatsheiscircumcisedandthatiswhytheirmother,

MamaMilanoiisworriedthathergirlsarenotcircumcised.Thisisshownbythenarratorwhenhesays,

―Acreepyfeelingkeptongnawingatherconscienceregardingherdaughter‘s… statusofbeing

intoiyenemengalana,inthemidstofacommunitythatcherishedgirlchildcircumcision.She,however,

dismissedthefeelingandrelegatedittothebackofhermind‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,17).
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Ifanywomanwasintoiyenemengalanashewassubjectedtotortureandabusefrom themembersof

thecommunity.ThisisnoexceptiontoResianandTaiyowhoastheywalkbacktotheirhomestead

aftersightseeing,theyareconfrontedbyamanwhocallsthem intoiyenemengalana.Accordingtothe

vagabond,adecentwomanwasonewhowascircumcised.From theman‘swordswelearnthatawell-

respectedwomanwithintheMaacommunityisonewhohasundergoneFGM andifonehasnot,

therefore,isnotrespectedatall.AndwomenwhohaveundergoneFGM aretheoneswhoaredefined

asdecentwomen.Asthemanleavesthetwogirls,hetellsthem that―Youhavenotseenthelastof

me.Soonyouwillcometoknowthatthereisnoplaceinoursocietyforwomenofyourilk‖(Blossoms

oftheSavannah,19).TheuncircumcisedgirlshavenoplaceinNasilasociety.Thefamiliesarenot

allowedtokeepgirlswhoarenotcircumcisedatallintheirhomesandiftheydotheyarenotrespected

aswell.

GirlswhohavenotundergoneFGM undergoviolentexperienceswherevertheygo.Forexample,duringole

Kaelo‘shomecomingpartythegirlscomeintocontactwiththevagabondagainwholooksatthem andthis

sendshiverstothegirlshencemakingthem uncomfortableduringtheparty(BlossomsoftheSavannah,

47).AdecentwomanisproperlydefinedifonehasundergoneFGM.IfonehasnotundergoneFGM she,
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therefore,isnotadecentwomanaccordingtothenormsandcustomsoftheNasilacommunity.Nasila

CulturedemandsthatwomenhavetoundergoFGM andMamaMilanoi,throughherstream ofconscious,

throughthenarratorwelearnthat―sheknewthatasafamily,theywerealreadyinbreachofthetradition,

forkeepingathometheirgrownupgirlsasintoiyenemengalanainsteadofsendingforenkamuratanito

transform them from littlegirlsintoyoungwomen‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,61).MamaMilanoi

undergoesthesamepracticeandbecauseofthatsheisrespectedbyeldersofNasilaaswellasother

women.Ifawoman
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doesnotgothroughthispracticeonebecomes―apariah‖inherownclanandthelargerNasila

society.

TheeldershateuncircumcisedgirlsanditisforthisreasonthatoleMusanka,theelderwhoblesses

oleKaelo‘sfamilydiscouragesthegirlsfrom listeningtoMinikwhofightsagainstFGM.Hecursesher

andcallsherawasp,―Taba!Mayshegodownwiththesettingsun!‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,53).

TheelderstrulyvaluedFGM andweseethiswhenMinikeneNkoitoi,theEmekererei;amanagerata

certainsheepRanchpersuadingoleSupeyotostopthepracticebuthehearsnoneofit:―Whenthe

crusaderinsistedonhavingherway,hegotangryandforcefullyejectedheroutofhishomestead,

threateningtoclobberher‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,22).Supeyobelievesthatfemalecircumcision

―wasnotonlyanhonoredriteofpassagethathadbeeninexistencefrom timeimmemorial,butan

importantpracticethattamedanotherwisewildgender.Likecattlethatrequiredtobedehorned,to

reduceaccidentalinjuriestoeachother,acertainmeasureofdocilitywasalsonecessarytokeepmore

thanonewifeinonehomestead‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,22).

Totamewomenhostilitythecommunitybelievedthatamanhadtomarrymanywives.Becauseasole

Supeyorememberstheadagethatsays,―Twowomeninonehomesteadweretwopotentpotsofpoison‖

(BlossomsoftheSavannah,22).Andthatisthereasonastowhytheyneedtobecircumcised.Thewomen

areatimesdefinedasbeingnaïveespeciallywhendesperate.ThatiswhyResiannaivelyacceptstofollow
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Olarinkoithinkingthathewastosavehim from theevilplansofOloisudoriandherfather.Shejumpsinto

conclusionwithoutthinkingmuchaboutitonlysheendsupinaworsesituationthansheexpected.She

alsobelievesthat―Olarinkoimeantno
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harm andthatwasthereasonwhyheleftheraloneinthatshackwhilehe,wentelsewheretofind

himselfaplacetosleep‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,224).

Womenarealso,physically,abusedbytheirhusbandincasetheyrefusedtoconsenttotheirdemand.

Forexample,OlarinkoiwhobelievesResianishiswifebeatsheruntilshelosesherconscious,―Then

suddenly,hehithersohardonherribcagewithhiselbow,knockingthewindoutofher.Hehither

againonthesideofherheadandshepassedout‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,227).Thisseemsto

agree with Spencer(1988)who argues thatwithin the Maasaiany woman who showed any

stubbornnesswasthoroughlybeaten.

TheNasilacommunityperceivesgirlsasweaklingsandtherefore,MamaMilanoiisalsoworriedabout

girlssightseeingplacesthattheydonotknow.Shecautionsthem tobewearyofstrangerswho

―mighttakeadvantageoftheirunfamiliarity‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,17).Butthegirlsfeelthat

theirmother‘smisplacedfears―asbornofthemisconceptionbytheoldpeoplethatgirlswere

weaklings,incapableofdecidingwhatwasright‖(17).Womenareviewedasweak.

AlthougholeKaelogetsdisturbedbythefactthatOloisudoriwantstomarryoffResianbuthedoesnot

crylikethewayMamaMilanoidoes.Shebecomesuncomfortableatnight.Shedoesnotsleepandshe

getsdistractedthewholenight.

MamaMilanoialsoturnedinherbed.Shetossedandtossed.Asawomanwithchildand

abouttogivebirthwouldwritheandcrywithpain,shewrithedandcriedwithpain.Her

silentanguishedcryburneddeepinherheartandinthepitofherstomachlikeaninferno

inthebowelsoftheearth.Yes,shewasinconsolable.Wasthatwhatshesetoutto
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achieveinNasila?Shelamentedbitterly(BlossomsoftheSavannah,114).
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Womenaretheonestodohousechores.WeseethisafterthehomecomingpartyofoleKaelothat

―Resianremainedbehindforamomenthelpingtheirmotherandotherwomengatherandmove

utensilstothekitchenandtidytheroom‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,55).Whiletheirfathersatinthe

sittingroom.ThemothershavetopreparetheirdaughtersonissuespertainingtoFGM andmarriage.

Theyhavetopreparethem properlysoasnoproblem occurs.PertainingtothisoleKaelotellsthewife

―Now listen,youmustimmediatelystartcounselingthegirlstounderstandtheirrolesaspotential

wivesofthemenofNasila.Preparethem toappreciatetheirfutureresponsibilitiesasmothersand

homebuilders‖(62).A woman‘sroleistopreparethedaughterson―challengesofresponsible

womanhoodandmotherhood‖.Ifshedoesnotdoitsheisaccusedbythecommunityasbeing

irresponsible.Ifthedaughtersmisbehave,themotherisseenastheonewhohasfailed.

AMaasaiwomanhadtoplayadutifulroleofafaithfulandobedientwife.ForexampleoleKaelodecides

thatthegirlsshouldbecounseledaboutthem being―potentialwivesofthemenofNasila‖(62).Andthat

theyshouldunderstandtheirrolesthereforetheissueofcircumcisionofgirlsinthiscommunityrequiresa

thoroughpreparation.HealsosaysthathewouldengageParmuat,theteachertoteachabouttheculture

andfinallytocallonenkamuratani,thecircumciser,tocarryoutherrole.MamaMilanoidoesnotquestion

forculturedemandsthatnooneistoobjecttheculture.Ifonedoesitnoonewillbeonhisorherside.In

DaughterofMaa(1990)thewomanitissaid,―hadtotakecareofherhusband‘sinterests,cattle,sheep,

goats,andaboveall,hisphysicalwell-being‖(DaughterofMaa,108).InToBecomeaMan(1972)awoman

madefire,madethehousewarm,cookedfoodandpreparedmilk.Leshao‘shousehadnofire,nofoodand

Leshaokeptbeggingforfoodfrom neighboursduetothefactthathismotherhaddiedbutwhenhisaunt

arrivesthereisjoy―becausethehutwaswarm withfire,litbyhisaunt(ToBecomeaMan,50).This
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remindsLeshaoofhislatemotherandthenarratorsays,―Thiswasthefirsttimesincehismother

diedthathehadfoundthehutlitbyfire‖(ToBecomeaMan,50).

TheMaasaiwomenaredefinedbytheircaringcharacterinBlossomsoftheSavannah.Weseethis
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throughNabaruwhoquicklylikesResian,helpsherregainherhealthandfinallyhelpshertoescape.

ShelovesResianmorethanhowMamaMilanoilovesher;asherowndaughter.Shefeedsherwelland

providesherwithblanketsandlesos(BlossomsoftheSavannah,243).Maasaiwomenaredefinedby

lovethattheyshowtochildrenwhoarenottheirown.WeseethiskindoflovethroughMinik,who

helpsResianandlovesherpassionatelyasifsheisherowndaughter.SheprovidesResianwithatwo

fullyfurnishedhouseequippedwithblankets,sheetsandcartonscontainingutensilsandfoodstuffs.In

ToBecomeaMan(1972)womencareforchildrenwhoarenottheirsasiftheyweretheirownchildren.

ThewomensuchasMbulung‘smotherprovideLeshaowithfoodanytimehebegsher.Thewomen

feelsadwhentheyseeLeshaobadlybeatenandbloodcoveringhissheet(ToBecomeaMan,33).

Leshao‘sauntbegsLeshao‘sfathertoallowhertocookforLeshaoduringhiscircumcisionperiod(To

BecomeaMan,70).ShestayswithLeshaoandthefathermanydayslaterandherecovers.

Itistheworkofwomentocook.WeseethiswhenwomensuchasMamaMilanoi,theeldestauntinthe

family,Yeiyobotorrandthetwogirlscookinginthekitchen.Intheirmidstthereisnomanastheywork.A

womanissupposedtobesoperfectthatweseeMamaMilanoisayingabouthergirlsthat―whenthey

eventuallygetmarriedandareaccusedoflaziness,orwhentheirhusbandscomplainthattheycan‘t

preparetastymeals,theywillnotblameus‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,77).Awomanisnotsupposedto

belazyandthatoneissupposedtobegoodatpreparingmeals.Mothersaretoteachtheirdaughterson

howtobecomegoodwomen.Ifawomanisnot
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goodtheirmothersareblamedandanytimeawomandoeswrongthehusbandabusesherinrelation

tothemother.

Itistheroleofwomentocookandpresentmealsincaseswheretheirhusbandshadvisitors.Wesee

thiswhenMamaMilanoipreparesmealsandalsoservesthehusband‘svisitors(Blossomsofthe

Savannah,183).Girlsaretohelptheirmother‘sinhousechores.ThisisevidentwhenafterOloisudori

andhisfriendsleaveoleKaelo‘shomethenarratorsays,―LaterintheeveningafterTaiyoandResian

hadclearedthetable,washedallutensilsandcleanedthekitchen‖(184).
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Thewomenhavetodoallhousechoressuchasdrawingwaterfrom theriver.Theyhavetocarrythewater

containersfrom theriver;ontheirbacksalthoughtheywereheavy.Womenlookaftersheep,goatsand

youngonesforexampleOlarinkoi‘smotherlookaftertheirsheepandgoats.DaughterofMaa(1990)

throughSeleinawelearnthatitwaswomen‘sroletododomesticchoresuchasfetchingwaterfrom the

river,fetchingfirewoodandmilking(149).Fedder(1974)arguesthatayounggirlhelpshermotherwith

housework,carrieswaterandlooksyoungbabies(Fedder,40).InToBecomeaMan(1972)thenarrator

saysthatbehindthebushwhereLeshaowasmakingpreparationsofabirdforhiscircumcision―wasthe

pathwhichledtothevillage,thepathwhichthewomenfollowedwhentheywentforwaterbelowthecliffs‖

(ToBecomeaMan,22).

Womenhavetolearnhabits,traditionsandcultureandaccordingtothenarrator―thiswouldmaketheir

parentsandtheNasilapeopleproudofthem‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,71).Itisbecauseofthisthatole

KaeloemploysParmuatsoastocoachthegirlsonthetraditionsofthesociety.Itisexpectedofthem to

knoweverythingabouttheculturesuchthattheydonotviolateanyofit.Womenupholdthemoralvaluesin

theMaacommunityandassucharepresentedasviolentwhentheyfindoutamanwhotormentsagirl.

Theybeathim senselesslyandevenpunishthewhole
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communitysuchasrefusetomilk,cookandlightfireuntiltheelderscomeintosettlethematter.The

offenderismadetowalklongdistancessoastohumiliatehim soasinthefuturehewillnotrepeat

(BlossomsoftheSavannah,117).Spencer(1988)alsosaysthatduringthewomenblessingceremonythe

barrenwomenareagitated,cry,shiver,shakeandmayevenfaint.Theymayattackanymanwhorefuses

theirwifetojointhegathering.Theyalsoattackhisanimals(Spencer,201).

Therearesomedecisionsthatarenotmadebywomen.Itistheheadofthehousewhodoes.Taiyo‘s

mothersaysthattherequestthatParmuatcoachesthegirlsistobedecidedbytheirfatherforthatishis

territory.InmostcasesoleKaelomakesdecisionssuchasmovingfrom NakurutoNasila,startinguphis

business,whothegirlswouldbemarriedto.Menhavearighttomanipulatewomen‘sbodyandnobody

questionsaboutitandthisisseenwhenthevagabondwantstorapebothTaiyoandResianandthe
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narratorsays,―Resianthoughthow hazardousitwastoliveinasocietywherementhoughttheyhada

righttoeverywoman‘sbody‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,146).InDaughterofMaa(1990)mentoomade

decisionsforexamplewhenJosephMalonstartsdrawingawayhislovefrom Seleina,Seleinaistemptedto

challengehim butthenarratorsays,―Itwasnothernaturetochallengehim‖(DaughterofMaa,63).Atone

pointSeleinainsiststhatsheputupwithJosephMalonbutheauthoritativelysays,―Itisthemanwho

decides.‖

Menvaluethetraditionsmorethanthewomentheylove.Parmuat‘sloveandrespectfortraditions

overwhelmshisloveforTaiyoandthenarratorsaysthathefindsNasilacultureasvaluablebecauseit

giveshim identity.Itisayardsticktobeusedtomeasurewhenhewentofitsboundary.Itwasthe

fatherandmotherwho,

Broughtupandnurtureditschildrentomaturity.Nasilaculturewastoovaluableandtoo

importanttobeabandonedinitsexchangeofawoman‘slove.Butwas
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Taiyojustanotherwoman?Hesearchedandsearchedhisheartagain.Attheend,itwas

thewisdom ofMaathatprevailed.Itsfounderhadsaidamancouldneverrunawayfrom

hisclanandhisage-set.Hedeclinedherlove(140).

Themendemeanwomen.Theydonotspeaktothem politely,forexample,Olarinkoispeaksharshlyat

Resianatanygivenpointforexamplehetellsher,―Don‘tstandtherestaringlikeafool…‖(Blossoms

oftheSavannah,223).FurthermistreatmentanddemeaningisseenwhenOlarinkoisays,―You,

woman,lookhere!...Youcaneithercookorkeepstandingstupidlyanddieofhunger.Thechoiceis

yours.Shouldyouchoosetocook,hereisapieceofmeat.Theknifeisoverthere.Ofcourseyouare

notblindyoucanseethesufurias.Thereisawholebagofmaizemealthereandwaterisinthat

container.Thereisparaffininthatcanandyoucancollectfirewoodfrom astackoutsidethehouse.

Anyquestions?‖(223).ThiskindofdictatorialtoneisseeninDaughterofMaa(1990)whenSeleina

insiststhatshewantstogoandlivewithJoseph

MalonbutJosephMalonauthoritativelysays,―Itisthemanwhodecides.‖
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RedefinitionofFemininity

Resian,Taiyo‘ssisterhasbeenpresentedasapersonwithgreatenthusiasm foreducation.Forher,she

saysthatshedoesnotwanttoworkintheshopthattheirfatherhadstartedintheirruralhomeinsteadshe

saysthatshewantstogobackandjoinEgertonUniversity.ShewantstopursueacourseinVeterinary

doctor.Shealsowantstoreadeverythinguntilshegraduates.AttheendshewantstobecalledDr.Resian.

BeinginacommunitythatencouragesearlymarriagesforyounggirlsResianadamantlytellshersisterthat

shedoesnotwanttobeaparent.―Atleastnotintheforeseeablefuture.Iwanttostudy.WhenI‘llhave

obtainedmydegree,otherperipheralmatters,
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suchasahusband,childrenandsuchmaybeconsidered‖(18).Forher,Resianplaceshereducationat

theforefrontandsheisnotreadytorelentit.

BeinginacommunitythatencouragesearlymarriagesforyounggirlsResianadamantlytellshersister

thatshedoesnotwanttobeaparent.Shewantstostudyandobtainadegree.Forhermatterstodo

withmarriageandchildrenshouldcomemuchlater.Forher,Resianplaceshereducationatthe

forefrontandsheisnotreadytorelentit.

AsTaiyoisbusydoingchoreslikeferryingbreakfastfrom thekitchentothetableResianasdescribed

bythenarratoris―Fragileandprettyinhervelvetandlacemorninggown,herhairpileduponherhead,

slumpedinanarmchair,hernoseasalwaysburiedinabook;reading‖(65).Resianhasredefinedthe

conceptthatwomenareonlysupposedtodohousechores,instead,forherreadingcomesfirst.

Contrary,tothenotionthatwomenaremeanttodohousechores,Resiandefiesthiswhilehersister

tidiesuptheirroom,ResiansitsdowntoreadandwhenaskedbyTaiyotoassistinarrangingtheroom

shetellsTaiyotodoherpartandforhershewilldohersthefollowingday.

ThispresentsResianasgoingoverthetraditionalrolesofwomenperforminghousechores.Resian‘s
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passionforreadingissostrongthatanytimeshehastime,sheisreadingalone.Thenarratorsays,

―Whentheylaterwalkedintothepracticeroom theyfoundResianwaitingforthem,sittingasshe

alwaysdidhunchedupinachair,hernosedeterminedlyburiedinabook,reading‖(137).

WithintheMaasaicommunity,initially,girlswerenoteducated.Assoonastheywereborn,theirparents

chooseforthem suitor‘s.Immediatelytheyreachedtheageofpuberty,theyunderwentthroughFemale

GenitalMutilation.Upontheirrecovery,theyweresoldofftotheirsuitorswithout
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questioning.Therefore,whentheauthor,presentsayoungteenagerMaasaigirl,Resian,withsuchan

insatiableappetiteclearlyshowsthatHenryoleKuletwantstoreconstructtheperceptionofgirlchild

education.

Thetwogirlshadacquirededucation.Theyhadnotonlygotteneducationbutalsohadintermingled

withchildrenfrom othercultures.Thegirlsasaresultofinterminglingwithothergirlsfrom other

communitiesknow verylittleabouttheNasilaculture.Theirmotherdefinesthem aschildrenof

undefinedculture.Theirdesireforeducationmakesthem planhowtoescapeFGM bygoingbackto

NakuruandenrollattheUniversity.Resiansays,―Wemustbeatthem toit.Wemustconvincehim to

allowustogobeforetheyprevailuponhim toembracetheprimitive,backward,outdatedandarchaic

traditions‖(35).

WhatseemstoliberateandredefinethewomeninBlossomsoftheSavannahiseducation.Minikhadgone

toMakerereUniversitywhereshestudiedveterinarymedicineandacquiredthenameofEmakererei.

Becauseofeducation,Minikfindsthecommunity‘swaysbarbaricandthatiswhyshefightsFGM inthis

community.TaiyoandResianarepresentedasnotcowardsandtheyarenotafraidofanything.Theywant

to―sightseearoundtheneighborhood‖(16).Buthermothercautionsthem tobecarefulbecauseof

―strangerswhomighttakeadvantageoftheirunfamiliarity‖(17).Thenarratorsays,―Thegirlslookedat

oneanotherandgiggledastheydismissedtheirmother‘smisplacedfearsasbornofthemisconceptionof

theoldpeoplethatgirlswereweaklings,incapableofdecidingwhatwasright‖(17).Therefore,theauthor

wantstoshowthatgirlsarenotweaklingsandtheycanprotectthemselves.Wanyonyi(2003)argues,inhis
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abstractthatthe―introductionofWesterneducationhasprecipitatedchangeinthestatusofMaasai

women;atransformationthathascreatedtensionandconflict.Theresultofthechangeischaracterswho
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haveadualidentity,adualitythathasmyriadchallenges,butadualitythatoleKuletseemsto

espouse‖Education,too,inBlossomsoftheSavannahchangesthemannerinwhichthecharacters

presentthemselvesintermsofarguingwhichplaysapartintheirredefinition.

Whenthetwogirlsarefacedbyastrangerwhoattacksthem,thetwogirlsarestrongandreadyto

defendthemselves.Resiantellsthestrangertoleavehersister.Taiyotootellshim toleaveherhand.

She furthertells him,―We are notthe kind ofwomen you have in mind!‖(Blossoms ofthe

Savannah,19).Thispresentationshowsthatthegirlsarestrongandnoteasilyscared.

TaiyoispresentedasaggressivetowardsherloveforParmuat.Shecannothideherlovetowards

Parmuatevenwithherfatherandmotherpresentandwiththewholecommunitylookingather.Taiyo,

ayoungteenager,reminiscesonhowshebattledwiththefatherfordenyingherpermissiontotravelto

Mombasa―withotheryoungmenandwomenwhohadbeenselectedbyanextravaganza‖(Blossoms

oftheSavannah,2).Taiyosays,―Shehadstubbornlyputupaspiritedstrugglewithhim butthebattle

wassopredictablyandutterlylost‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,2).ItisrareforayoungMaasaigirlto

bestubborntothefather.Thisqualitythatisplacedherebytheauthorredefineswhatitistobea

youngMaasaigirlinthisparticularcommunitywhichisculturallyreserved.Taiyoispresentedasa

personwhobelievesinhertalentsanddoesnotwantherfathertostopher.Taiyoisextremely,

talentedinmusic.Sheexcelledinmusicfestivals―andwasawardedandgarlanded.Broadcasting

stationsrecognizedhertalentandencouragedhertotakemusicasacareer‖(45).

Resianispresentedashalf-fearful;half-defiantwhichannoysherfather.Resian'sstrengthisseeneven

inherdream.Weseeherthinkingofhowshewasgoingtodealwithenkamuratani,
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circumciser.Shewasdeterminedinherdream thatthecircumciserwasnotgoingtocircumcise

anothergirl:

Shewasgoingtodealwithherfirmlyandfinally.Shetookholdoftheoldwoman‘sbony

arm.Herfingerswerenow lacedfirmlythroughtheoldwoman‘sgrippingtheshriveled

claw-likefingersthatheldtheOlmurunyaandtwistingthehandmercilessly.Theold

womanshriekedwithpain.Resianpoundedtheoldwoman‘sheadwithamalletshehad

pickedfrom thegroundandhitherpleadingly.Whentheoldmonoeyedenkoibonicame

torescuetheenkamurutaniitwasasifallResian‘senergyhadbeenreservedforher.Like

aferociousleopard,shedescendeduponherwithviciousblowscompletelydisfiguring

herfaceandbatteringoneeye.Theoldwitchtriedtosaysomethingasiftocurseher,

butshewouldnotlether.Shehitherhardontheheadlikeasnakeandshesprawledflat

ontheground,lifeless(249,250).

Resianisstrongandnotaweakcharacter.Shestronglyfacesherfatherandtellshim pointblankthat

shecannotbemarriedtoapersonofthatnatureasOloisudori.Sheisaredefinedwomanandcannot

accepttobemarriedtoamanwhom shedoesnotlikeandamanshedoesnotconsentto.

Resianispresentedasaspiritedfighter.Whenshewastoldthatshewasgoingtobecircumcised

ResianreasonsthatOlarinkoimaytakeherasawife,circumciseherbutmentallyshewouldrefuseto

subduetoallthis.Shewasgoingtorefuseitmentallyandphysicallywhereshewasabletodoit:―She

resolvedtoremainfocusedandsheprayedforstrengthandendurancetobeabletobearallthose

misfortunes‖(235).Resianreallyputsaspiritedfightsuchthatweseeherbeingaveryaverystrong

woman.
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Thegirlsarepresentedasbeingworriedconcerningcustomsthatwasunfairtothem.Theydowhat

theybelieveisfairforthem andtheyarenotscaredofwhatwillbefallthem.Forexample

Taiyo,saysthatshedoesnotcarethefactthatthecommunitycalledthem intoiyenemengalana.

Forher,shesays,―WhatIknowisthatmybodybelongstome.Ibelongtomyself‖(34).She
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firmlysays,―OnlywhenIam deadwouldanybodymutilatemybody‖(34).ThegirlsinMaasai

communityaresupposedtoundergoFGM immediatelytheyreachpubertybutResianandTaiyo

sofarhavenotundergoneFGM.AlthoughthecommunityreferstothetwogirlsasIntoiye

nemengalanabutthetwoarenotatallscaredaboutit.Tothem,FGM isaculturethatdehumanizes

awomanandthetwogirlsarereadytofightitatallcost.

Resianispresentedasaspiritedfighteragainstthecustom thatisagainstwomenintheMaasai

community.WhenforcedtoremainbehindsoastocookforOloisudorishestandshergroundby

arguingthatTaiyoshouldbelefttoo.Shequestionsherparentsandargues:―Itwaswrongforthem

asafamilytoallowavisitor,whoeverhewas,todictateastowhoamongstthemembersofthefamily

shouldattendtohim!‖(180).

Resianisdeterminedtorecaptureorreconstructthesocietalmyththatwomenshouldkeepalwayscooking

andgettingtiredformenwhojustsitdownandorderthem around.Shestronglybeliefthatmentooshould

sweatjustlikeanywoman.Shefirmlysays,―ItisthelikesofOlarinkoiIam madat,andallthoseother

maleswhocomehereorderingustodothatortheotherforthem,simplybecausetheyaremales‖(78).

Shegivesanexamplewithwomenwhovisitthem;shesaysthatthosewomenwhovisitgivethem leeway

torespondtotheirrequests.Resianremindsheraunt,equally,hermotherthat―Butasweburnourfingers

here,Mr.Olarinkoiisdozingoffcomfortably
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inourlivingroom waitingforhislunchandpossiblyalittleangryandimpatientwithusfordelayingit‖

(78).

Minik-ene-Nkoitoi,theEmakererei,amanageratacertainSheepRanchcalledIntare-Naajuispresentedas

apersonwhoredefinesfemininitybycrusadingagainstgirlcircumcision.Minik,whentryingtopersuadeole

SupeyotostopFGM,―---hegotangryandforcefullyejectedheroutofhishomestead,threateningto

clobberher‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,22).PeoplelikeoleSupeyoheldadamantlytotheculturewithin
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theMaasaicommunity.Laterasnarratedbythenarrator,oleSupeyocallsMinikawaspandhesaysthat

Minik―wasagreatthreattotheMaaculture‖(22).AlthoughMinikbecomesanoutcastinNasilabutshe

doesnotgiveup.ShestartsaGirls‘RescueCentrethathelpstorescuegirlswhoareabouttoundergoFGM

andearlymarriages.Sheoffersthem jobandaccommodation.Shegivesthem scholarshipsoastopurse

theireducation.

AlthoughOlarinkoiforcefullyattacksResianbutsheissodetermined.Shefightscourageouslyby

bitinghisthumbwhenheattemptstorapeher.―Thendesperatelyshetookthelastchanceofself-

defenseandself-preservation.Musteringallherstrengththethrusthisthumbintohermouth;sunkher

teethintothefleshlikeaferociousanimalandtenaciouslyheldontoit,tuggingatitfiercelylikea

lioness.Shecouldfeelthefleshtearingandshetastedthesaltofhisbloodasitfilledhermouthbut

sheclunguntothethumbasOlarinkoihowledwithpain.Hetriedtopushherawaybutsheheldon.He

criedoutloudly,butshewas…‖(227).Initially,womendependedonmentoprotectandfightforthem,

butResiandefendsherselfagainstthedrunkenOlarinkoi.

Afterbeingattackedbystrangers,Resian‘sstrengthisstrengthenedandsheresolvesthat―shewasa

combatantinawarzoneandthatonedayshewillteam upwithEmakerereitofightforwomenandgirl

childrights‖(146).ThatdeterminationandstrengththatResianhas,presentsa
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newMaasaiwomanwhohasbeenredefinedandreadytofighttheNasila‘straditions.Resiandetests

theculturalnormsofNasilaandinherheartsheisdeterminedtofightagainstit.This‗fight‘redefines

herpositionasaMaasaiwoman.Taiyotoofeelsthatiftheywerebornsons―Mostlikelywewould

havebeenletloosetorompaboutinthevillageandgatherourexperiencesaswegoalong‖(74).With

thiskindofreasoning,theauthorshowsthatthetwogirlsareinsearchofliberatingthemselvesinthis

givensocietythattheyfindfirmlyheldinculturalnormsthatsidelinethewomenandseesthem as

objecttobedirectedbytheirmencounterparts.

Resian‘sdeterminationleadshertoadmiretwopeoplewhoarewomen,shecallsthem rolemodels.

MinikisadmiredbyResianforherfightagainstFGM whileWangariMaathaiforherfightagainstforest
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destructionandheradvocatingforpreservationofforest.Minik,Resian‘smodel,fightsFGM and

forcedmarriagesofgirlstooldmen.Shedoesnotfearwhethershebecomesanoutcast.Sheis

determinedtoreconstructthesociety‘snormsandculture.Minikrescuesgirlsfrom thecircumciser

andorganizestotakethem backtoschool.

Taiyo‘sdeterminationtofightagainsttheMaacultureis,further,explainedbythenarrator.Thenarrator

sayssincetheyrelocatedtoNasilacommunityshehasalwaysconsideredherselftobeinawarzone

againsttheNasilaculturewhichwasdebilitating.ToheritisakindofwarforliberationoftheNasila

women.Herdeterminationisfiredbythefactthattheyhaveanexampleofawomanwhoisagood

leaderandtheytookherasarolemodel,Minik.

Taiyodeterminationtofightagainstwomen‘srightsleadshertocomposeasongthatridiculesthree

womenwhoshethinksareouttooppresswomen.Sheparticularlywantstosingtowitches(enkasakutoni)

who arereadyto curseintoiyenemengalana,anothergroup thatsheisreadyto curseismidwife

(enkaitoyoni)whospiesongirlswhoaregivingbirthandarenotcircumcisedand
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lastlytheEnkamuratani(circumciser).ThroughsongsTaiyoisreadytofightforherfeminism andher

ownrightasawoman.

Resianbelievesthatifwomensaidnotodetectableculturemenwoulddonothing.Shewasproudto

beintoiyenemengalanaandsaysthatshe―wouldnottradeherpositionforanything.‖Thefour

womenledbyMinik,Resian,TaiyoandNabarupromisestofightandendemurataneo-ntoiyesoasto

cometoanend.Resianisadamantandsays,―Yes,becausewearefemales,amaleinthenameofa

clanbrotherissoughttocomealongandteachustheABCDofagoodNasilianwifesothatweshall

pleaseourfuturehusbands.No,Irefusetobetaught.Iwilleitherbetaughtattheuniversitywhatis

universallybeneficialtoallmankindortobetaughtnothing!‖(75).Resiandoesnotsupportthefact

thattheyhavetobetaughtabouttheNasilatradition.ShesaysthatshewillbetaughtattheUniversity

whatshefeelswillbeimportant.
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Resianispresentedasadefiantandoutspokencharacterwhoisreadytofightoffpracticesthat

humiliatewomen.ShequestionsherauntYeiyo-botorrandherownmother:―Dowegotoallthese

lengthstopleasesomelazybunchofbusybodieswhodonothingbutloungeaboutinthelivingrooms,

yawningandstretching,waitingfortastyfoodtolandonthetablebeforethem?‖(78).Sheloudlyasks

whywomenhavetocookformenwhoarejustseatedwaitingtobefedwithoutparticipating.She

refusestobesilentonsuchissues.Sheadamantlysaysthatshetotallydisagreetobebroughtupso

ashermainpurposeistopleasethemalecounterparts.HenryoleKuletgivesstrengthtoResiantoair

outhergrievancesasawomansoastochallengethenormsthatareexperiencedinthisparticular

community.Shefurtherpointsbysayingthat―theycanalsocook,andtheycan,andshouldalsolearn

topleaseusfemales‖(78).Shealsowantsmentodothesameaswomen.

86

Resianisdefiantandcannotbecoercedintobeingmarriedtoamanwhoisnotherchoice.Shetells

Oloisudorithatheismadifhethinksthatsheisgoingtobeherwife.Shesaysthatshecanonlybehis

wifeuponherdeadbody.Sheevensaysthattheybothcankillher,thatisherfatherandOloisudoriand

takeherwhilesheisdeadtohispalatialhome.―Withoutfearingthecustoms,Resiandeclines

completelythefactthatsheistobemarriedoffwithoutherconsent.‖Shequestions:―Wastherea

curseforbeingbornawomanthattookawayherrighttoherownbodyorherownmind?‖(210).

Resianispresentedasunrelentingcharactersuchthatsheisdefinedasahardnuttocrack.Sheis

obstinate,defiant,anexampleofthenew undefinedculture,hasanindependentmind.Sheishardtobe

handled.―Ifherfatherthoughtshewasdocileandthathewouldjustcallherandhandheroverto

Oloisudori,hewasinforarudeshock.Noamountofintimidationorthreatscouldeasilybreakher.She

alwayssaidsheknewherrightsandwouldnotallowanyonetotramplethem‖(120).

Resianisdefensiveandaseekerofjusticetowardswomen.Shearguesagainstthedecisionmadeby

theIlmoleliancommunityaboutthetwomenwhoalmostrapedthem.Shearguesthatthethugs

shouldbearrestedandtheyshouldbetakentocourt.Eachshouldgetajailterm ofnotlessthan

twentyyears.TaiyosupportsResian‘sargument.Taiyofeelsthattheir―traumacannotbeappeasedby
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ameretwoheiferswhilethevillainsarewalkingfreelywhoknows,theycouldevenrightnow be

stalkinganotherpairofyounginnocentgirls…‖(171).Thegirlstelltheirmotheropenlythattheculture

wasunfairtothewomen.

Resianispresentedasargumentative.ShearguessowellagainsttheissueofFGM.FGM isasubject

inMaasailand,customsandculturewhichcouldnotbearguedagainst,especially,byayoungMaasai

girlbutResianseemswelloutspokeninthissubjectandseemsthatshedoesnot
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fearatall.Sheisreadytofightagainstit.ShetellsTaiyoabouthowshetoldthemotherconcerning

FGM.ShesaysthatFGM isatoolofoppression.Resiandoesnotbelieveinbeingcoercedtodo

somethingthatshedoesnotlikeatall.Sheputsaspiritedfightagainstbeingtoldthatshewouldbe

lefttoreceiveOloisudorithefollowingmorning.Shepleadsnottobelefteventhoughthefatheris

adamanttoo.ThisaspectofResianstandingupsotoughinherargumentredefineswhatitistobea

femaleinMaasaicommunity.Thenarratorsays,―Sheshookherheadfiercely.Shecouldn‘tdoit,she

wouldn‘tdoit,shedeclared‖(176).

ResianargueswithherfatherbysayingthathecankillherthanhandoverhertoOloisudori.Evenwhen

thefatherslapsherResianstandsfirm onwhatshebelievesin.Sheadamantlytellsherfather.She

repeatsbytellinghim thatshewouldratherdiethangetmarriedtoamonster.Shecallshim anOl-

ushuushilikeOloisudori,―Never!Never!IfIdon‘tdieandlivetobeeighty,Iwillstillgototheuniversity,

Papaai,Itellyou!Ihopeyouwillbetheretowitnessmygraduation.Butfornow,Icanaswellrevealto

you,andthatIhavetoldyourfriendOloisudoriwhatIthinkofhim.Yes,heisamonster,heisa

gangster,andheisabankrobberandanextortionistperexcellence!‖(214).

ResianstronglyarguesagainstmenandtheirbarbaricwaysofcontinuinginsistingonFGM forwomenand

thewayitisperformedforever.Immediately,ResianseesOloisudori,oleKaelo‘sbusinesspartner,she

becomesinfuriatedandhateshim.Shetellshermother,―Whoeverheis,Yeiyo,‖saidResianangrily,―heis

amannerlessdirtyoldman!‖(95).Resianispresentedasacharacterwhoquestionsalotonthethings
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thatshefeelsisnotright.SheisnotcomfortableofthefactthatJosephParmuatistocoachthem about

thecommunityvalues.ShesaystoTaiyo,―Iam beginningtothinkitdisadvantageousbeingawomanin

thissociety‖(74).Shefurtherquestions,
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―ButIkeepwonderingwhatwouldhavehappenedhadwebeensonsratherthandaughters.Doyou

thinkfatherwouldhavelookedforaclansistertocoachusandtakeusthroughthedim culturalpaths

ofNasila?‖(74).

Resiandeconstructs,aswellas,reconstructstheideathatwomencannotstandupandquestion

anything.Sheissoenthusiasticthatshedoesnotfearhereldestauntwhom otherchildren,aswellas,

wiveshadsomuchfear.Taiyoalsodoesnotwanttobeleftbehind.ShewantstojoinMiniktogether

withResiansothattheycanfighttheaspectofFGM.Resianatanygivenmomentfindstimetorebuke

men.ShebelievesitwasmenwhooriginatedthestoryaboutwomeninitiatingFGM.Shesaysmen

startedsuchmythssoasto―blamewomenforeverythingthatworksagainstthem‖.

Resianispresentedasinquisitiveandintoleranttoculturalpracticesthatdehumanizewomen.Sheputsher

mothertotaskbyarguingagainstFGM.Forher,shesays,―ifonediscoveredanastybutpotentmedicine

thatoncetakencuredanailment,musttheycontinuetoswallowiteveryday-ten-yearsdownthelines‖(91).

Shesays,shefindssuchakindofthing―notonlyridiculousbutalsoabsurd‖(91).Resianquestionsher

motheronwhatisthevalueofFGM towomen.Whenhermotherquestionswhethermenaretheoneswho

arecontinuingtheculturalrite,Resiananswerssointelligentlysothatthenarratorsaysthatshehasdoneit

philosophically.Shesays,―EvenifIam reluctantlyconvincedthatitwaswomenandnotmenwhoinitiated

thatobnoxiousritualwhoprovokedthewomentodoso?TheIlarinkonwhowerepurportedtohavepushed

womenintomutilatingtheirsexualityweremen.AndtheancientIlarinkonwerenodifferentfrom today‘s

Ilarikon.TheancientIlarikonweresadistsanddespotic.Today‘sIlarikonareworse.Inaddition,
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tobeingdespotic,theyareoppressivetyrants;andnooneoftheirwaysofoppressingusistodemand

thatFGM beperpetuatedagainstusforever!‖(92).

Taiyoisalsopresentedasbeinginquisitive.Shefeltthathisfatherwastroubledtherefore,shefound

herselfquestioninghim,―Papaai… Issomethingwrong?‖Shefurtherquestionsthefatherabout

Oloisudori,oleKaelo‘sbusinesspartner.Sheaskshim whethershewastheonewhohadfinancedtheir

business.Taiyoquestionsatraditionthatishardlyquestioned.Sheisalsoready,justlikeResian,togo

againstthetraditionsofthesociety.SheopenlyquestionsParmuatwhetherhelovesher,―Joseph

denybeforemerightnowthatyouloveme.Doitrightnow!‖(135).Taiyoismoredeterminedtostand

againsttheculturethatisinconsideratetoherfeelings.Shefirmlysays,―Icannotacceptthataculture

thatdoesnotfeedme,clotheme,orhousemecomestocontrolmylife.Ourlivesbelongtous,Joseph.

Thedestinyofourlivesisinourownhands.Weshouldguarditjealously‖(136).

TaiyoispresentedasbeingoverwhelmedbyParmuat‘slovesuchthatshegoestolookforhim inhis

house.WeseeherrequestingherparentstoallowParmuattocoachthem aboutthecultureofNasila.

TaiyoknowsthatParmuatcomesfrom thesameclanasherfamilybutshedoesnotwanttohearthat

isthereasonastowhytheyshouldnotbetogether.Shesaysthatshedoesnotcareaboutthe

oppressiveNasilaculture.Sheaskswhysheshouldcareabouttheviolatingculturewhileitdidnotcare

forherownrights.Sheisnotshyandshetellshim thatsheknowsheisinlovewithjustliketheway

sheisinlovewithhim.

Resianisveryobservantandcaneasilyforetellwhenthefatherisintrouble.Forexamplethenarratorsays

that,―Justthen,theirfatherreturned.Resianlookedathim andperceivedsomethingqueerabouthim.She

wasalarmed.Didsheimagineitorwastheresomethingunnaturalabout
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him?Shewondered.Andwhatwasit?‖(105).Asakeenobservershecanbeabletodetectaslight

tremorinhisfather‘svoiceuponseeingOloisudori.Shealsodetectsameasureofdesperationand

fearinhisfather.FaintsheenofperspirationwasalsonotedbyResian,whoisveryobservantandkeen

expressingherhighlylevelsofintelligencewhichisextraordinary.



0714497530

isabokemicah@gmail.com

Resianisquiteobservantandprovesherreasoningwithfacts.Shemeetsthefathersmilinginthe

morningandshedetectsthatthereissomethingunusual.Shefindsthathersmilewasartificial.She

thinksthathewasinsincere.Shequestionsherself,―Wherewashisusualinsensateangerthatshe

hadcometoexpectwheneverhefoundherinaroom?Whywerehiseyesshiftyandwithdrawninto

theirsocketslikeonewhohadlittleornosleepatall?‖(122).Whenshefeelslikeaskingthefatherso

astobeallowedtogotoNakuruandenrollasastudentatEgertonUniversityshefeelsakindof

premonitionthatallisnotwell.

Thetwogirlsarebrilliantandhaveplansmadewithouttheirparentsknowingofhow toexhort

informationfrom Oloisudoriwithouthim knowing.Theyaregoodatobservingtheirparentsandthat

theyarereadytobeatthem attheirowngame.Thenarratorsaysthatthegirlsalsowantedtoshow

thattheywereyoungmodernwomenwhohadtheirownpride,self-respectandselfesteem,―They

wantedhim toknowthattheywerenotrudderlessobjectsdriftingintheseawithoutdirection‖(200).

TheywerewantedOloisudoritoknowthattheywereredefinedwomenandso:

Theyalreadyhadtheiraimsandprojectionsthatcouldonlybeenchantedbythelofty

ideastheyheldandthedesireforhigherlearningatuniversityandcareerdevelopment.It

wastherefore,aninsulttotheirintelligence,dignityandintegritytothinkthatmere

materialthingssuchasthegiftshelavishlygavethem wouldswaythem from thegoals

theyhadalreadysetforthemselves(201).
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TaiyoandResianhatearchaiccultureoffemalecircumcisionwhichtheyconsidered‗obnoxious,

repugnantandathreattothehealthoftheyounggirls‘(267).Theydonotwanttogetmarriedtoaman

whowouldnevergivethem achancetoexpressthemselvesastheirmother―theyconcludedthatif

evertheytoogetmarriedtheywouldonlyenterintosuchacontractiftheywereconsideredasequal

partnerswithspouses,andhadasayinallmattersthataffectedthem …Theydidnotwanttobelike

theirmotherwhoneverparticipatedindecisionmaking.Theywanttobedifferentwomenaltogether.

Theydeclared thattheywould neverlose theirlibertyand theirrights in exchange ofmarital
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accommodation‖(282).

Thewomenarealsopresentedindifferentwaysaccordingtotheirdressing.ResianandTaiyodress

modernly.Resian‘shairhasbraidswhichshestyleswithpinswhenOloisudoriistovisittheirhome,

Resianisdescribedaswearingmaroontaffetadress,cream andmaroonsilkenscarf,goldencolour

earringsand―amaroonhandbagthatmatchedthecolourofhershoes‖(202,203).Hermothertoois

describedasdressedinmodernclothes.Duringthehomecomingpartythenarratorsays,―Shewas

resplendentlydressedinpurplesilk…‖(48).Thiskindofdressingredefinesthem sincebeforewomen

worelesosandshukas.

TheMaacommunityprefersboychildreninafamilyandonewhohasthem ishighlyregarded.Ontheother

handamanhastomarrymorethanonewifesoastobeculturallyacceptedbutforoleKaelo,heonly

marriesonewife,MamaMilanoiandeventhoughshedoesnotbearhim boychildrenforhim heis

contented.MeaningthatachildisachildwhetheraboyoragirlandmarryingonewifeforoleKaelois

quiteinorder.Kaelolovesthewifeandthenarratorsaysthat―naturehadnot,however,beentotally

inconsiderate.Itrewardedhim withagem inaform ofhiswife-JaneMilanoi‖(9).WhenSimiren,oleKaelo‘s

brother,informedoleKuletaboutwhattheelders
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hadsaidabouthim remainingmarriedto onlyonewifeandcallinghim ―hecalledtheclanelders

megalomaniacswhowerestilltrappedinarchaiccustomsandtraditionsthatwerebetterburiedand

forgotten‖(13).ThisshowsthatoleKaeloappreciatesandrespecthislovetowardshiswife.

AppreciationoffemininityisshownthrougholeKaelowhoworkstofulfillhisdream.Hebuildsthem a

goodhouse.Inhisownwordshesays,―ThisisthehomethatIhavealwaysdreamedIwouldoneday

buildforyouandmybeloveddaughters‖(31).Thisshowsthateventhoughthewifedoesnotprovide

him withaboy-childbutstillheappreciatesthatthewifebearshim girlsfortohim achildisachild.

Thewomen,MamaMilanoiandhertwogirlsenjoyfreedom intheirownfamilyweseethem happy

especiallywhentheyaretakentotheirnew home.Thenarratorsays,―whilehiswifeanddaughters
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jumpedoutofthepick-upexcitedlyandscrambledtothegateoftheirnewhousejubilantly,Parsemei

oleKaeloremainedbehindforafewminutes‖(27).Weseethatthewomenaregivenfreedom tobe

happyasopposedtohistoricalculturewheretheyareunderoppressionandcannottalkatall.Mama

Milanoi,throughherstream ofconscioussays―thatshealwaystrustedherhusbandtodothebestfor

herandherchildren‖(29).She,further,saysthat―Kaelohadalwaysbeenresponsible‖(29).

MamaMilanoiispresentedasahappywomanwhohasbeengivenfreedom bythehusbandandnot

oppressedbyothers.One,sheistheonlymarriedwifetothehusband,herchildrenaregirlsandthat

theyhavenotevenbeenforcedoraskedtoundergoFGM.Thenarratorsaysthat―Thatevening,Mama

Milanoi,theperfecthostess,awomanwithglamour.Shewasresplendentlydressedinpurplesilkand

movedhappilyfrom onegrouptotheothertalkingcheerfully:herlaughterringingoutpleasantly.That

washerhomeandthatwasherevening.Andsheintended
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thatnoonepresentinthatlivingroom wouldleavewithanyshredofdoubtinhisorherheartastowho

wasEnopenyenkagoftheoleKaelohomestead‖(48).ThisdemonstratesthatMamaMilanoiwasnot

oppressedbythehusband.Sheseemshappyandenjoyingalotoffreedom.

Kaeloispresentedasapersonwhocaresforthefeelingofhergirls.Althoughheisfacedwiththefact

thathehastogiveoutResianformarriagebutheisremorseful.Kaelo‘sheartforthetwogirls

overridesthecustoms.Thenarratorsays,

Itexcruciatinglypainedhim tothinkthatcircumstanceswouldforcehim tohandanyof

them toamanwhowasnottheirchoice.HethoughtofTaiyo,hisfavouritedaughterand

theappleofhiseye.Howterribleitwouldbe,hethoughtsorrowly,toseehercryforlornly,

whilequestioningthesincerityofhisloveforher,andaskinghim thereasonforhis

betrayal.EvenResian,withhersullennessandgracelessnessthathedislikedhehad

foundoutsurprisinglythathehadasoftspotforher.Hecriedandhisheartbledforher

…(113).
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WeseethatoleKaelolovesthetwogirlsirrespectiveoftheirgenderanddoesnotwanttojustselloff

herdaughterswithnolovefrom anyman.Hetreasuresthem unlikethecommunitywhowouldhave

foundthereasontosellthem offasanyotherwoman.

Kaelo,althoughhasgirls,butispresentedashavingadutytodefendthem atallcost.Whenheheardabout

hisdaughtersnear–rapeincidenthealmostbecamemad.Heraved―likeabuffalothathadbeeninfected

withtheEastCoastFeverthatwasknownasOlmilo.Hewasaggressivelyspoilingforafight.Everynow

andthenhegroanedloudlylikeoneinpainandclickedhistonguelikeamadman,hemutteredtohimself,

makingnastywaspishremarks‖(160).Thistherefore,
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showsthatoleKaeloappreciatesthefactthathehasdaughtersaschildrenandthatheisreadyto

shieldthem atwhatevercost.

DelegationofworkwithinoleKaelo‘sfamilygivesequalresponsibilitytoeachmember,makingthem

happyandeagertomakethepartyasuccess.MamaMilanoiisatthetablestoensurethatthetrays

―thatcameoutofthekitchenladenwithmeatdelicacies,weresortedoutandarrangedappropriately‖

(41).Taiyowasbusyslicingchunksofoxtongueintomanageablepiecesajobshedidwithdexterous

fingers―andResianwasbusytransferringglassesfrom thesideboardontoanearbytable‖(41).

Kaeloispresentedasapersonwhovalueshiswifeandchildrenandtruststhattheywilldoaperfect

jobirrespectiveoftheirgender.

ThevoiceofwomenindecisionmakingisshownthroughMamaMilanoiwhohasbeenpresentedasa

personwhoistrustedbythehusband.Theydiscusstogetherwhatischallengingthem intheirhomesuch

asthethreatsmadebyOloisudoritomarryResian.Theycollectivelycomeupwiththesolutionstodifficult

situationssuchasmarryingoffResiantoOloisudori.Theyalsodiscusshow theywilllureTaiyointo

agreeingtovisitResianironicallysoasshecanbecircumcised.

Theauthorpresentsacommunitythatisreadytodefendthegirlchildforexamplewhenthecommunityof

IlmolelianlearntaboutoleKaelo‘sdaughterswhowereabouttoberaped,thecommunitydefendedthem by

punishingtheoffendersthoroughly.Afterthegirls‘awfulincidentofalmostbeingmolestedthecommunity

startedrespectingthem.Thestaresstoppedandtheyweregreetedwithrespect.Theyoungmenbecame

friendlytothem andtheelderlytoorespectedthem.

Nabaru,whowastonurseResianbacktohealthaftershehadbeencircumcised,ispresentedascaring.

ShekindlytakescareofResianasherownchild.Shefedsher,givesherwater,milkolpurda.She

broughtmoreblanketsforhertocoverherselfsoasnottocatchcoldandlesosto
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coverherbody.SherevealstoResianallwhathadbeenplanned.Sheplansonhowshewasgoingto

rescueheroutofthatplaceandwhichshedoesuntilshereachesMinik‘splace.Thispresentsthefact

thatwomenarereadytoassistoneanotheroutofdifficultsituation.LaterNabarujoinsMinik,Resian
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andTaiyotofightofftheFGM.

NabaruispresentedasagoodschemerwhoarrangesforResian‘sescapewithoutbeingnoticed.She

exchangesbitterwordswithOlarinkoiwhofollowsthem tothelorrythatwastofreethem away.She

fearlesslytellshim,―Awaywithyou,yougoodfornothing,Osuji…‖Shecompareshim toembariethat

waitsfortheliontokillthenitstealsfrom him becauseitisacoward:―Howcouldyoucheatthischild

whowasdesperatelylookingforhelpassheranawayfrom thatvillaincalledOloisudori?Youtook

advantageofhertrustinyou,justlikeembariedoes.Thatisexactlywhatyouare:Embarie.Agoodfor

nothingosuuji‖(254).ResiantooisnotafraidtogiveherpieceofmindtoOlarinkoi.Shesays,―You,

stupidOlarinkoi,youareworsethanOloisudori,―Butthetwoofyouhaveonethingincommon;warped

minds‖(255).

SomethingslikeprophesyingwasdonebytheMaasaimenespeciallytheOloibonioreldersofthe

MaasaibutOlarinkoi‘smotherhadprophesizedaboutResian‘sfamilyandthatshewouldbemarriedto

herson.Olarinkoi‘smotherispresentedasenkoiboniwhoforetoldthefutureandhadtheabilitytosee.

NabarutellsResian,―Mostlyyouhaveonlyheardofamaleholderofthatpositioncalledoloiboni.

Femaleonesaretherebutveryrare.Thisparticularoneisfamousforherpredictionandprophecies

thatalwaysnearlycometrue‖(237).

TheIntapuka-e-Maagirlssangsongstoshow thatalthoughtheyareintoiyenemengalanabuttheywere

BlossomsoftheSavannah,theywereworthy.Theywerereadytobedoctors,engineersand
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teachers.Theybelievethattheywouldstandsidebysidewiththemenandbuildthenationtogether.

Theauthorpresentswomenwhoattheendtriumphsoverculturalinjustices.

Conclusion

ThetextBlossomsoftheSavannahstartsfrom apointwhereweseethesocietyinwhichResianlives

asvaluingtheboy-childmorethanthegirl-child.ThefactthatMamaMilanoihasnotgivenherhusband
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aboystandshim inbadsteadwithhispeers.Conversely,weacknowledgethataMaasaiwomanis

alsodefinedbyherabilitytogiveherhusbandamalechild,anheir.Theissuealsodefinesamanin

thatonewithseveralmalesisonhiswaytooccupyaprestigiouspositioninthesocietythanthemen

whodonothavesons.Generally,weseethedefinitionofMaasaifemininitytooccurinthedomestic

spaceswithinMaasaisocialstructure.Inthisnovelthefemalegenitalcutappearstobeagreatsource

ofconflictbecauseitisapracticethatdefinestheMaasaiwoman.WhenResianandhersisterrebel

againstit,theyareredefiningtheirfemininityinoppositiontothetraditionalconstructsoftheidentity

ofMaasaiwomen.TheredefinitionofMaasaifemininityinthetexttakesplaceasaresultofsocial

forcesoutsidelikeeducation.OneofthemainreasonsforResian‘srebelliousstreakisbecauseofthe

influencethateducationhasonher.Shebuildsadream whichshehopestoachievebyhoweducation

willmould
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COMPARISONOFFEMININITIESINVANISHINGHERDSANDBLOSSOMSOFTHE

SAVANNAH

Introduction

InthepreviouschaptersmyanalysiscenteredonhowHenryoleKuletpresentstheimageofMaasai

femininityinhistwonovels.Andmyinterestwastolookathowtheaspectoffemininityisdefinedand

redefinedinthetwonovels.InthischapterIshalllookathowsuchpresentationcomparesinthetwo

novels.Itisimperativetodoacomparativeanalysisonhow HenryoleKuletmanagestopresent

femininityinsimilaranddifferentshadesinthetwonovelssoastogetaholisticvisionembodiedin

thetwoworks.ToachievethisIshallnarrowoncertaindeliberatechoicesthatHenryoleKuletmakes

withrespecttothecharacterization,settingandsomeaspectsofstylesuchascharacterization.On

onehand,myintentionistoshowhowthenarrativevariablesarethevortexwithinwhichpresentation

ofMaasaifemininitycanbeanalyzedinthetwonovels.Ontheotherhand,Iintendtolookataspects

ofstylesoastoqualifytheuseofstylisticdevicesasbeingoneofthepointsthroughwhichsuch

presentationbyuseofnarrativevariablestopresentfemininitycanbeaccentuated.
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ComparativeInvestigationofFemininitiesinVanishingHerdsandBlossomsofthe

Savannah

Thefirstpointofcomparisononfemininitiesinthetwotextsconcernsthecharacterizationofthetwo

protagonists.Itisobviousthattheyarewomen.Itisalsoobviousthattheyareyoung.However,whatis

notobviousandwhatIfeelisworthpointingoutisthefactthatthetwoprotagonistcharacters

representwithinthesettingsinwhichtheyarefoundthehopeoftheirsocieties.Itiswithinthishope

forthefuturethatwefindtheirredefinitionsofthewaytheMaasaiwomanissupposedtobe.These

twowomendefineandredefinefemininitydifferently.Theyusedifferenttoolstotaketheirsocietiesto

thenextphaseoftheirlives.Norpisiausestheenvironmenttoredefinethenew roleoftheMaasai

womaninthesocietyasthatofaheroine,muchinthebuildofafolksuper-hero.AndResianusesthe

issueofFGM andeducationtofightforthecauseofyoungMaasaigirlsinhersociety.

AsChikwenyeOgonjoOgunyemi(1982)arguesonWomanism asserving―astherallying–pointofthe
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womenofAfricanancestryintheirstruggletoeffectivelyasserttheirhumanityinthefaceofthe

malevolentattitudeofthemenfolktowardstheirself-fulfillmentinlife‖,itisimportanttolookathow

HenryoleKuletusesthewomencharacterstoasserttheindividualityinsocietywheresuchassertion

offemininityisiconoclast.OneofthegreatestpointsscoredbyWomanism theoreticiansisthenotion

thatthewomanisthenurtureroftheenvironment.Itisherwhogivesthesocietylife.Intheirquestfor

equalityofthesexesproponentsofthetheorylikeChikwenyeOkonjoOgunyemicontendsthattheduty

oftheblackwomanisnottoloseherroleasaprotectoroftheenvironment.Sheistheonewhogives

directiontothenewbornandshapesitslifetilllateron.Ogunyemidoesnotenvisionthelossofsuch

animportantroleforthewomaninthesociety.AndneitherdoesHenryoleKuletinthesetwoselected

novels.
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NorpisiawhilerehabilitatingtheforestisrestoringlifetothesocietyandResianwhilefightingagainst

retrogressiveculturalpracticesisfightingfortheachievementofequalitythatwillenablethewomen

withinMaasaiculturetoplaythesameroleasmenindevelopingtheirsocieties.Thisisthehopethat

Resian‘sfightpromises.Theaspectofnurtureshowthedifferentsidesoftheprotagonistsofthetwo

novelsandsohighlightsomeofthedifferentshadesoffemininityvisibleinthetwotexts.

AlsoinVanishingHerdstheprotagonist,Norpisia,isasoft-spokenwomanwhocanbesaidtobevery

diplomaticinthewayshetacklesthepatriarchalstructures.Sheischaracterizedbythecattle.Inher

lifethecattleoccupyaprimeplace.Sheispassionateaboutnature.Wearetoldthatpeoplewondered,

surprisedandamazedatherstrength.Somewhentheysaw heraskedeachotherwhethershewas

capableofdoingallthatshedid.Someconcludedthat―ifitwastruethatshehadspearheadedgroups

ofwomentoplantthousandsoftreesthathadhelpedtoresuscitatethedegradedenvironmentthen,

shewasthepeople‘sheroine‖(VanishingHerds,3).

TheauthorusesvividdescriptiontoshowhowNorpisiafeltaftertheirsheepweredevouredbythehyena.

Sheweptandwasdevastatedaswellasbeingataloss.Thenarratordescribeswhathappenedonenight

whenthehyenawasattackingtheiranimals.Shetookaspearandstoodoutsidewaiting.From this

descriptionwecansaythatNorpisia‘scenteroflifeistheenvironmentandcattle.Theyofferherdrivefor
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existenceand‗curing‘oftheenvironment.Sheissuchanenvironmentalistthatthroughdescriptionwesee

how Norpisiaimitatesthebird.Thebirdwenttoherthinkingthatitwasbirdsoftheirkind.Whenshe

whistledthebirdstoppedfeedingitschicksandwenttowhereshewas.Shelearnedthisskillwhenshewas

livingwithhergrandmother.
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InBlossomsoftheSavannah,theprotagonistisconcernedabouteducation.Herambitionsare

encapsulatedinherquesttoattainhigherstandardsineducation.Eventhoughdifferentfrom Norpisia,

shelikewiseisawomanwhohasaclearvisionofwhereshewantstogotoandhowtogetthere.Here,

again,thetwoprotagonistsarecharacterizedtobringoutthedifferentshadesoffemininities.Even

thoughthereisaslightdifferenceinage,NorpisiaandResianarerelativelyyoungwomen.Thefirst

scoreofcomparisonisage.NorpisiaisafairlymaturewomanwhohasbeenmarriedwhileResianisa

younggirl.Thisisimportantinshowingthenatureofconflictthatbringsthetwoprotagonistswiththe

patriarchalstructureinthetwoworks.WhileNorpisiawagesherwarontheenvironment.Shewantsto

savetheforestfrom degradationsothatthesocietymaybehealed.Shethinksthatitisbecauseofthe

cuttingdownoftreesthatiswhylifeissomiserable.Thisbringsherinconfrontationwiththe

patriarchalstructurewhichdeemsawomanwhoissuchstrong-willedtobeabadwoman.Inmany

ways,NorpisiarepresentsthefemininityoftheMaasaiwomanwhohasnotreceivedmucheducation

butwhononethelessisassertiveinthesocietyandaimstoplayagreaterroleinsocialchange

throughwhatsheknowbets.

Ontheotherhand,Resianwagesherwaroneducation.Resian,whoisthesecondborn,isdefiant

stubborn,aggressiveinmattersofeducation,sheisalsoobservant,optimisticofagoodfuture,andis

passionateaboutreading.Hermainambitionistogotoahigherinstitutionoflearningsothatshemay

playagreaterroleinhersociety.Resianrepresentsthekindoffemininitythatencapsulatesthedream

ofayounggirlwithinMaasaiculturewhohavingbeenexposedtomodernityandeducationhasawider

knowledgeofherplaceinthesocietyandhasinsightoftheinjusticesthatculturecouldbringtoher.
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Sheistheelitewhoaremeanttochangethesociety.Theissueinthedifferenceincharactertraitshas

abearingonthedifferentnatureoftheconflictsthattakeplaceinthetwonovelsandhencethe

shadesofdifferentfemininitiesobservable.
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Theissueoftheiragethenbringsinanotherimportantpointoncharacterizationthatislove.Sincetheyare

young,ontheonehand,andnewly-married,ontheother,asthestoriesbegin,thequestionoftheirlovelife

becomeapointfrom whichwecometounderstandnotonlytheircharactertraits,but,importantly,their

resolvetofightforthatwhichtheyfeelsostronglyandpassionatelyabout,andthatwhichcometodefine

thenatureofwhatuptothispointIhavetermedfemininity.

Theauthorusesvividdescriptiontobringthefeminineaspectofhercharactersandthereforeshow

howphysicalattractionleadstotheblossomingoflove.Norpisia‘sphysicalappearanceisdescribedas

tall,haslithewirymuscles,longarmsandlegs.Sheisbigandstrong,hasfirm,fullbreasts,andthat

shehad―womanlyhipsthatcurvedbacktoherwell-roundedbody‖(VanishingHerds,17).Shealso

hasaheart-shapedface,highcheek-bones,well-definedjaw,smoothnarrow chin,largebrowneyes,

straightandfinelymadenose,hassmoothlips― thatcurvedupatthecorners,whitepearl-like

teeth‖(VanishingHerds,17).

DescriptionshowsthatKedokiappreciatesbeingwithNorpisia,theybothwalkedtogetherinnomadic

pastoralism.Theytookcareoftheiranimals,forexample,Kedokicontrolstheiranimalsfrom thefront

whileNorpisiafrom theback.Throughthenarrator‘sdescriptionwelearnthatNorpisiafeltbad

departingfrom herrelativesandthismakeshertobeovercomebyanguish,hence,breakingdownand

weeps.ThissaddensKedokiforheknewthatherheartwasheavybecauseshewasleavingherpeople

andheadingtowardsplaceswhereshedidnotknow.

Lovebecomesnotonlyoneofthethemesthatprovidethefuel,sotospeak,thatdrivestheplotforward,

butonanotherlevelitalsoconfersonthetwonovelsaromanticatmospherethatcanbesaidtooffer

relieffrom theissuesofmalechauvinism andtraditionthatareratherbleak.InVanishingHerds,

NorpisiaandKedokiarebroughttogetherbythetraumaoflosingsiblingsto
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cattlerustling.Theloveaffairbetweenthesetwoisthepointonwhichthenovelrevolves.Every

occurrenceisputinperspectiveofhow itaffectsthecouple.Thebeautyoftheirloveandthemost

refreshingthingaboutitisthatitisthereservoirfrom wherethecharactersgettheirstrengthsto

overcometragedy,trauma,anddifficultiesposedbytradition.

Somethinguniquetoalltheseloveaffairsisthattheloversofthetwoprotagonistsappeartobe

comradesoftheirwomenintheirfightagainsttraditionsthatareoutdatedinthetimeofthe

characters.KedokiandJosephParmuatarethestrengthsoftheirwomen.Kedokiisthesourceof

Norpisia‘sstrengthinherquesttoplayaleadingroleinrehabilitatingnature.

Similarly,JosephParmuatandTayiobecomethetwolovebirdswhosefateappeartobefutilebecause

ofthegenealogicaltreeoftheMaasaiwhichmakesthesetwootherwiseunrelatedbeingstobe

consideredbloodrelativeswhoseunionissimilartoincest.Still,theloveaffairbetweenthetwo

providesapointforthecharacterofTayiotorebelagainsttradition.Shegetstoexpressherownvoice

againstapracticethatdeniesherthefreedom tochooseherownmarriagepartner.

Anotherpointisthatthenovelsappeartohavesimilaruseoftheenvironmentincharacterizationand

plotdevelopment.Thewomenarecharacterizedwiththeirenvironment.Theclothesthatthewomen

wear,theshuka,becomeasymboloffemininityinallthetexts.Thewaynatureisusedinthetwo

novelsisveryimportantinunderstandingtheshiftingmoodsandclimateastheplotunfolds.Itisasif,

inbothtexts,HenryoleKuletintendsthatthechangeinphysicalclimatewillleadtoacorresponding

changeintheattitudesandbehaviorofthecharactersaswell.

ThisuseoftheenvironmentasahavingabearingontheplotofthenarrativeistobefoundinNg‘ang‘a

Mbugua‘sDifferentColours(2006)wherethefateofBananaCountyistiedtotheenvironmental

changethatcouldtakeplaceinOrangeRiver.Miguel,Mbugua‘sprotagonist,isa
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dreadlockedartistwhosequesttosavetheriverfrom DickTeitaissymbolicforsavingBananaCounty

itself.However,itisinNawalelSaadawi‘sGodDiesbytheNile(1983)whereweobserveinconcrete
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termstheuseoftheenvironmenttosymbolizeplotprogression.LikeDifferentColours,thenovel‘s

settingisatown(KafrElTeen)nearariver,themajesticNile.Thisriverinitsflow issymbolicof

Zakeya‘s(theprotagonist)questforfreedom.

ThepointIwasmakingbytheaboveexamplesisonthesymboloftheenvironmenttothetwonovels.

InBlossomsoftheSavannah,theenvironmentalchangefrom Nakurutowntothecountrysideitselfis

ashiftthatgetsthecharactersclosertotheirroots.Thisclosenesstotheroots,asitwere,isaimedat

gettinganunderstandingoftheMaasaiwayoflifewhichthenleadstothebasisoftheconflictinthe

novel.InVanishingHerds,thefloods,whichseemsbiblicalallusiontothegreatfloodsinthebookof

Genesis,isapointofgreatturnintheplotofthenarrative.

WelearnthatNorpisiaalmostlostherlifein‗afreakishflood‘.WelearnthatKedokiandNorpisialostall

theirlivestockincludingfourtamedwildebeests.Thewildebeests―hadbecomeatouristattractionduring

thefamousannualeventwhenmigratoryherdsofwildanimalscrossedEnkipaiRiverontheirwaytothe

southerngrasslands‖(VanishingHerds,1).Thefloodssignifyanewbeginninginthelifeoftheprotagonist.

Infactitisrighttosaythattheplaceoftheenvironmentinthisnarrativeiscentraltotheexistenceofthe

charactersandtheirpossession,herdsofcattle.Therefore,thetitleofthenovel―VanishingHerds‖canbe

interpretedtomeanthedisappearanceoffloraandfaunaasaresultofthedestructionoftheenvironment.

HenryoleKuletcouldhaveusedthisnoveltobearemindertohisreadersontheadverseeffectsof

environmentaldegradation.WhenKedokiisinjuredbyawildanimalinthehazardoustrekthemessageis

thatevenanimals
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arereactingviciouslytotheenvironmentaldegradation,inspiredinvariablybygreedforcapital,which

humanshavevisiteduponthehabitatthattheysharewithotherspecies.

ThequestionofFGM offersanotherpointonwhichwecancompareandcontrastthetwoworks.Itis

themainpointofconflictinBlossomsoftheSavannahbutitisnotabigissueinVanishingHerds.
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HenryoleKuletusestheissuetocharacterizehisprotagonist.Resianisshownasaverydetermined

womanwhohasthemettletofollowonherbeliefs.HenryoleKuletusesdictioncarefullytobringout

thefightoftheprotagonistagainstFGM asanoutdatedculturalpractice.Letustakenoteofthe

philosophicalandargumentativelanguageemployedbyResianwhenshearguesagainstFGM.She

questionsthemothertheneedfortheFGM tobedoneduringthattime.ShearguesthatIlarinkonwho

hadtorturedthewomenwasnolongertherethenwhyshoulditbedone.Shefurtherarguesthatitis

thecurrentmenwhoshecallsIlarinkoithatarecausingharm tothewomen.Shewonderswhyifone

discoveredanastybutpotentmedicinethatoncetakencuredanailmentmusttheycontinueto

swallowiteveryday-tenyearsdowntheline.Ifindthatnotonlyridiculousbutalsoabsurd.Thesensible

thingwouldbetodiscardthebittermedicineoncetheyarecured.Period!Shequestionshermother

withoutfear.―TellmeYeiyo,whatuseis

F.G.M totoday‘swoman?‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,91).Sheassertivelysaysthat,―Today‘sIlarikon

areworse.Inadditionto beingdespotic,theyareoppressivetyrants;andoneoftheirwaysof

oppressingusistodemandthatF.G.M beperpetuatedagainstusforever!‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,

92).InVanishingHerdsthepointsofconflictsrevolvearoundnature.Forinstance,wehaveascenario

whereNorpisiawantstofightthepeopleinsupportoftheanimals.

Minikusesargumentativetonetoargueherpointthatcultureissupposedtobedynamicanditought

toshedoffaspectsthathadoutlivedtheirusefulness.Shearguesthatinthepastsuchold
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wayshadbeendoneawaywithandthattheywereforgotten.Shearguesthatthenameintoiye

nemengalanashouldstopbeingderogatoryandinstead―emuratare-o-ntoiyeshoulddisappearfrom

Maalanguageandshouldberegardedasextinct‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,268).

ThroughtheissueofFGM theauthorshowsothercharacterswhoareagentsofchange.Oneofthem is

Nabaru.NabarutoousesanargumentativetoneandsaysthatFGM didnotaddvaluetothevictimsinstead

it―traumatizedthem anditwashazardoustotheirhealth.‖Sheatteststothefactthatthepracticeruined

youngonesandshevowstojoinMinikinlobbyingagainstFGM.Anargumentativelanguageisusedto
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show how Nabaru,theenkabaani,foundfaultwiththewomenofMaa.Shearguesthattheywerethe

perpetratorsoftheobnoxiousandrepugnanttraditionoffemalecircumcisionanditsperpetuation.She

thinksthatnomanhadevertakenuptheOlmurunyatocircumciseagirl.Tohertheenkamuratanihad

alwaysbeenawoman.Shewonderswhatwillhappentoenkamurataniifshethrew theolmurunyaand

refusedtowielditagain.

Stillondiction,HenryoleKuletplaysaroundbylanguageofreasoninginshowinghowthecharacters

arebestsuitedfortheirliberationroles.ThroughTaiyowhosayscultureisdynamicandthatitkeeps

shadingoffirrelevantaspectssuchasFGM andculturethatforcespeopleofthesameclannotto

marryeachotheryettheyarenotrelatedbyblood.Shearguesthattheyshouldhavedisappearedlong

timeago.Taiyo‘sabilityinreasoningisshownwhenshesays―afterall,wecan‘tloveindarkness

forever,canwe?‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,137).ShebelievesthatNasilaculturewouldsoonshed

offFGM.

FGM isfurtherusedtocreatetensioninBlossomsoftheSavannah.Anabusivelanguageisusedby

OlarinkoiintalkingtoResian,―Youmean,woman,lookhereyoucaneithercookorkeepstanding

stupidlyanddieofhunger.Thechoiceisyours.Shouldyouchoosetocook,hereisa
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pieceofmeat.Theknifeisoverthere.Ofcourseyouarenotblindyoucanseesufurias.Thereisa

wholebagofmaizemealthereandwaterisinthatcontainer.Thereisparaffininthatcanandyoucan

collectfirewoodfrom astackoutsidethehouse.Anyquestions?‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,223).He

furthersays,―Yousillything…Itellyoutopreparefoodandyourefusetodoso,eh?Todayyouwill

knowwhotheownerofthishomeis.Ifyouarestillindoubt,letmetellyoufranklythatfrom todayon

youaremywife,hearthat,eh?Youaremywife.Foralongtimeyouhavebeensneeringatme,showing

how highlyeducatedyouare.Todayweshallseehow educatedyourbodyis!‖(Blossomsofthe

Savannah,226).

Thesephrasesshow thekindoftensionthatbuildsuparoundtheissueofFGM.Itshowsthatthe

charactersoccupyingpositionsofbinaryoppositionsaresymbolicofthepastandthefuture.Vanishing
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HerdsdoesnotfocusonFGM forconflict.Itfocusesontheissueoftheenvironmentasasourceof

contestationamongthecharacters.Thisisoneofthefundamentaldifferencesbetweenthetwonovels.

ThisdifferencebringsinthedifferenceintheexpressionofMaasaifemininitiesinthetwonovelswhere

oneisbasedonFGM andtheotherisbasedontheenvironment.

Thenagainthetwonovelsalsopresentthemotifofcommunalspirit,forinstance,whenKedokineedshelp

withcattleheishelpedbyhisfriendsMasintetandLembarta.ThetwocomeatapointofneedforKedoki.

Thisshowsasenseofcommunityandbrotherhoodthategalitariansocietiesareknownfor.Thetwoare

warmlywelcomedbyMasintet‘sfamilywheretheylivetogetherforawhilebeforethecouplere-embarkson

theirjourney.NorpisiagetscloserandveryfriendlytoMasintet‘swife.Thecommunityhelpsherplanttrees.

InBlossomsoftheSavannah,whenResian‘sfamilymovesfrom NakurutoNasilatheyarewelcomedbythe

entirecommunity.Theyare
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celebratedbyeachandeveryone.WhenthenextdayResianandherfamilygototakebreakfastthey

findthemselvestakingteawitheverybodyseatedtogether.IcanconcludethatOle

Kuletusesthemotifofcommunalspirittoshowthoseaspectsoftraditionallife,theegalitarianspirit,

whicharegoodandwhichshouldberetained.HenryoleKuletusesthissenseofcommunalspiritto

showsomeofthegoodthingsthatMaasaifemininityisuniquefor.

ThequestionofliteracyalsoplaysanimportantroleintheexpressionofMaasaifemininityinthetwo

texts.InBlossomsoftheSavannah,Resian‘squesttogototheuniversityrunsintandem withher

rejectionandherfightagainsttheoutdatedculturalpracticeslikeearlymarriageandFGM.Education

becomesthemainsourceofconflictbetweenherpersonalambitionandhercommunalobligationsas

ayoungMaasaiwoman.Educationbecomesthepointofchangeandredemptionthattheliberation

from outdatedculturalpracticesispeggedto.

TheissueofeducationisnotastrongfactorinVanishingHerds.Theprotagonist,Norpisia,ismarried

fairlyearlyinherlifeandshebeginshercrusadeasa‗prophetess‘oftheenvironmentnotfrom an
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illiteratepersonpointofview,butfrom apracticalpointofviewwhichisfrom thedegradationthatshe

observesaroundher.Resianiseducatedandthereforeoperateswithinadifferentworldview as

NorpisiainVanishingHerds.

Thequestionofotherwomencharactersisalsoanimportantoneintheexpressionoffemininityinthetwo

novels.Theotherwomeneitherhelptheprotagonistintheirfightagainstpatriarchyortheybecomethewet

blanketsthathindertheirprogress.In otherwordstheotherwomen characterseitherfacilitatethe

protagonists‘questforagencyorhinderit.InBlossomsoftheSavannah,Resianisawomanamongother

women.SomearehelpfulinherquestsuchasTaiyoandNabaruwhiletheothersarenotsuchasher

mother,heruncle‘seldestwife,YeiyobotorrandOlarinkoi‘smother.
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ForoneMamaMilanoi,herownmother,appearsdefenselessagainsttradition.Shedoesnotknowhow

toopposepatriarchy.WhentheyrelocatetoNasilasheisfinallyhitbytherealityofthecustomsofher

peoplefrom whichshehadbeenshieldedbyurbanlifeinNakuru.MamaMilanoiisnotportrayedasa

greatdeterminantofchange.

ThereisthecharacterofResian‘suncle‘seldestwife,Yeiyo-bottor,isportrayedasonewhoisanagent

againstchange.Sheistheepitomeofmatriarchalstructurethatcollaborateswithpatriarchyto

disregardtheequalrightsofwomeninthelocalculture,tousethewordsofResianwhenshelashed

outathermotherinthepresenceoftheuncle‘swife:―Itistimetocircumciseyourdaughtersandget

ridofolkuenyi.Itisthatsimple‖(BlossomsoftheSavannah,79).

HerethewomanistellingResian‘smotherthatherdaughter‘sstupidityattalkingbacktotheelderscanonly

becuredbythecut—thehealingcut.Sheissteepedintraditionthatdeniesyounggirlsabrighterfutureby

marryingthem earlyafterthecut.Sheisastumblingblockofprogress.InVirginiaWoolf‘sInaRoom of

theirOwn(1962),VirginiaWoolfcontendsthatifwomenaretobefreetoexpressthemselvesandgeta

perspectiveontheirconditionthenitisbestiftheycangetaspacewheretheyhave‗room tothink.‘Thisis

thefundamentalprincipleforwomenfriendshipinmostfeministliterarytexts.ForinstanceinNuruddin

Farah‘sFrom aCrookedRib(1961),theprotagonist,Ebla,inherquesttoescapeoppressivepatriarchal
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traditionmeetsotherwomenliketheWidow andAshawhoareabletoimpartonherphilosophiesthat

liberateandempowerher.Suchwomencanbetermedascatalystsofagency.Thisisnotthesamething

thatweseeinBlossomsoftheSavannah,TaiyoisResian‘ssisterwhocanbesaidtobeveryhelpfultoher.

Sheistheonewithwhom theyfacethetribulationsofculturetogether.Nabarutooisacatalystofchange

assheassistsResianbycaringforher,asherownchild,nursesherbacktohealthafter
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beingbeatenunconsciousbyOlarinkoi.Shecooksandfeedsher;sheensuresthatResianiswarm by

providingherwithmorecoveringssuchblankets.ShealsorevealstoheralltheevilplansofOlarinkoiand

hermothersuchastocircumciseherandtakentoTanzaniawhereshewillbemarriedtoOlarinkoi,she

assistshertoescapeandfinallytakeshertoherrolemodel,Minik.

AnotherpointoflookingintotherepresentationofthedifferentshadesofMaasaifemininitycouldbe

ontheaspectofstylisticchoicesthatHenryoleKuletmakesinbothnovels.Letusfirstlookat

VanishingHerds.Intermsofstyleonethingthatstandsoutformewithregardstothisnovelisthe

mannerinwhichtheauthorhasusedtheenvironmentsymbolically.Thenarratorsaysthatthecoming

ofrainshadbeenmostinfluencedbythetreesthatNorpisiahadplanted.Thissurprisedthepeoplea

lotandtheycouldnotbelievethatshewascapableofdoingsuchathing.TheywantedtoseeNorpisia

whowasdescribedasthefamouswomanpastoralist.Shewassaidtohavemiraculouslychangedan

aridanddesolatewastelandintoaGardenofEden(7).Thisdescriptionenablesthereadertolearnthe

exemplaryqualitiesofNorpisia.Norpisia‘scharacteraredescribedasunsurpassed.Shehadgood

organizationalskillsthatenabledherorganizegroupsofwomenwhoendedupplantingtree-seedlings

whichmaturedtoinvaluable

forests.

TheWomanisttheoretician,SherleyAnneWilliams(1986)arguesthatWomanisttheoryiscommittedtothe

survivalandwholenessofentirepeople(Williams,304).Itisinthisunderstandingthatwelocatetherole

thatNorpisiahasforhersocietybysavingtheenvironmentfrom degradation.Shewalksthroughthe

―dampgrassthatwasdrippingwetwithdew,towardsasmallnarrowstream thatflowedbetweengiant
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trees‖(VanishingHerds,85).Shealsogetsintotheforestsearchingforherbsallbyherselfandthenarrator

saysshewentdeeperanddeeperlooking
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forherbs.To,further,show thatNorpisiaisnotacoward,thenarratordescribesasituationwhen

wildebeestwerebeingchasedbyapackofhyenas―Shequicklygotoutoftheolngoborrinpitch

darknessandcollectedafew stonesfrom theground.Shethrew them,atthehyenastodrivethem

awayfrom nearthecattleenclosure‖(VanishingHerds,93).Norpisiaisdescribedasthathersenseof

horrorhadgoneandshedidnotfearthatawilddogwouldattackher.Shewaspreoccupiedwithher

senseofkeepgoingandnothingelse.Thisthenexplainshercharacterasthatofbeingresilience.

DescriptionofhowNorpisiawouldtreatKedokiwhohadbeeninjuredbythecattlerustlersisgivento

assertNorpisia‘sknowledgeonmedicine,

Shefoundolmasiligi,withitsthicklargesucculentleaves,uprootedseveralwholeplantsthat

shewastoheatoverthefire.Shewouldplacethehot,fleshyleavesontheswollenpartofhis

leg.Shewouldalsoboilthewholeplanttomakeawash,foritcontainedskin-healingand

wound-suppuratingcuratives(VanishingHerds,86).

Shealsopickedtinyleavesofolmagiro-ngiro.Thisshewastoaddtothesolution:―sheknew theywere

excellentforhealinganythingfrom bitestoboils,evensevereulcersandwounds…shedugoutrootsof

olkonyiltoaddtohissoupasageneralantidoteforpoisonsandothertoxicreactions‖(VanishingHerds,

86).Olkitolosuarootshelpedboostenergyandwarm theirbodiesOlesiatewasgoodforitsantisepticand

quick–healingproperties:―Theywerealsoeffectiveinkeepingfliesawayfrom awound.Shewouldpound

them andmakeastrongsolutionthatshewouldoftensplashonKedoki‘swound‖(VanishingHerds,86).

Olcani-lenkasheherb―wasnotonlyagoodfly-repellentwhenmadeintoaninfusionforanexternalwash,

butanexcellentadditiontothesoupthatmadeapersonsweatprofuselyandhelpedtoopenupporeson

theskin--Shethen
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duguptubersandcollectedtwigs,berriesandbarksoftreesandcarriedthem alltotheirtemporary
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camp‖(VanishingHerds,86).

Norpisiaattachmenttotheenvironmentisdescribedassheisoverwhelmedbythebeautifulscenario.

Therewerethousandsandthousandsofwildanimalsgrazingonthebluishgreentallgrass:―Inthe

sky,shesaw asoaringolkupeliabirdseekinganibblingshrew.Sheheardcricketstrillinthenearby

bushes.Sheknew hyraxesdrowsedinthehollow ofthetreesintheforestandonthesametrees

perchedtheuglyvultureswiththeiralmostfeatherlessheadsandnecks,waitingtofindanotherdying

animal‖(VanishingHerds,88).Herpassionfortheenvironmentisseeninthatshedoesnotwantthe

environmenttobedestroyed.Sheseesthatitwasthehumanbeingswhodestroyedtheenvironment

fortheydidnotwanttoleavenaturejustasthewayGodintendedthem tobe.

Men,too,playasignificantpartintheredefinitionofthefemininityinVanishingHerdsandBlossomsof

theSavannah.InVanishingHerdsKedokilovesthewifesomuchandappreciatesherexceptionalskills

andencouragesherinherundertakings.Healsoassistsinherinmakingtheirhut,collectingfirewood;

heassistsherintreeplantingprocessandescortshertoreceiveherrewardinNakaru.Parmuatin

BlossomsoftheSavannahteachesthegirls-ResianandTaiyoabouttheculture,heisfriendlytoboth

ofthem,hefindsinterestingstoriestotellthem,hemakesthem awareofOlarinkoiandOloisudori,he

acceptstofallinlovewithTaiyo,thoughaforbiddenlovesincetheyarerelatedthroughclanrelation

andfinally,heassistsTaiyotoescapethoughunfruitfulsinceheisdiscoveredandunfortunatelykilled.

Letmeconcludebylookingatthesignificanceofthetitlesofthetwonovels.Thetitle―VanishingHerds‖

signifiesthedegradationoftheenvironment.Thisdestructionoffloraisseenasbeinga
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precursortothelossoffauna,mostofallcattle.Andaswehaveseeninthenovelcattleisthemarkof

socialstatusamongtheMaasai.Thissocialstatusisforthemantheheadofthepatriarchalstructure.The

deteriorationoftheenvironmentwillleadtothisloss.Itwillmaketheherdsofcattletovanish.Thiswill

leadtoeconomicpauperizationofapeopleforwhom cattleisthebackboneofthemicroeconomy.

Norpisiacomestosavethedaywhenshefightsagainstthelossoftheenvironment.Ironicallyherfightfor

theprotectionoftheenvironmentislikekillingtwobirdswithonestone—sheusesthefighttoovercome
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malechauvinism andalsotoprotectherpeople‘ssenseofidentity.Thesecondtitle―Blossomsofthe

Savannah‖signifiesthenew shootsofnew wayoflifeamongtheMaasaiwhoinhabitthesavannah.To

‗blossom‘meanstoflourishortoflower.ResianandTaiyoareusedtooffersasenseofanewbeginningin

thenovel.Theyblossom andinsodoingtheyshow thesocietythenew wayoflifethattheyneedto

appreciateandaccept.

Conclusion

ThecomparisonofthetwonovelsrevealsthatHenryoleKulethasaconcernfortheplaceofthe

womaninbringingchangeinhersociety.Inbothnovelsthewomanismadethemainagentofdesired

changeandtransformationofsociety.Therefore,theexpressionofMaasaifemininityischieflymeant

toshow theMaasaiwomanasbeingliberatedandplayingagreaterroleinthesociety.Intermsof

narrativevariablesHenryoleKulethasusedtheenvironmentsymbolicallyinVanishingHerdstosituate

Norpisiaasthewomanastheprotagonistagainstdegradationoftheenvironment.InBlossomsofthe

Savannah,he has used education as the main stimuliofchange and agentforfighting the

retrogressivetraditionofFGM.ThedifferencesandthesimilaritiesthatIhavediscussedgoalongway

inshowingthevariousshadesoffemininityinthevariousstylesthattheauthorusestoshowthem.
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CHAPTERFIVE

CONCLUSION

Thestudywasguidedbythetwoobjectivestounderstandhowfemininityisdefinedandredefinedin

BlossomsoftheSavannahandVanishingHerds.Centraltomydiscussionwastheneedtoshowhow

thetwonovelsshow theimageofaMaasaiwomancaughtupinthequesttoliberateherselfand

becomeanagentofproductivechangeinthesociety.GuidedbytheWomanism theoreticalframework

IhavearguedthatthetwonovelsbyHenryoleKuletdisplayinstanceswherethepositionofthewoman

inMaasaicultureisdefinedandredefined.
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TheauthorhasdefinedandredefinedfemininityinVanishingHerds.Thedefinitionoffemininitytraditionally

reflectsthewomenintermsoftheirdressingcode.Theyaredefinedintermsofreproductiveroleswhich

canbeeitherhousechoresaswellasprocreation.Itwaswomen‘sresponsibilitytocook,lookforwaterand

takecareofhusbandsaswellasanimals.Thewomanistheproviderofhomesbyconstructingand

mendinghuts.Intermsofprocreationmotherhoodisdefinedintermsoftheabilitytoconceive.Thewayin

whichtheybehavedsuchassubmissionandrespecttowardstheirmalecounterpartsdefinesthem.They

aredefinedbytheaspectofFGM.Theywererespectedifonlytheyunderwentthecut.Theirstrengthability

alsodefinesthem inthattheyareviewedasaweakergendereitherphysicallyoremotionallyhencethe

needofprotectionfrom theirhusbands.Menplayedasignificantpartindecisionmakingandslaughtering

ofanimalleavingoutthewomen.Younggirlsweresoldofftopartnersthattheydonotknowwithouttheir

consent.Motherhooddefinesthem bythefactthattheyaresupposedtocontinuethecommunitythrough

givingbirth.Womentoohavebeenredefinedintermsoftheirstrength.Theyarepresented
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asstrong,courageous,fearlessandreadytofaceevenhardsituationssuchaswhatNorpisiafacesinthe

wilderness.Theyequallytakepartinsocio-economicactivitiessuchaspastoralism,rehabilitatingofthe

environment.Theyhelpinplantingtrees.Womenhavebeenredefinedinsuchawaythattheyaremadeto

beleadersandtheypossessgoodqualitiesofleaderswhoassistinrehabilitatingtheenvironment.From

naivetyemergesanintelligentwomanwhoarguablyportraysdeterminedwomansheissupportivefor

examplehelpsthehusbandtosavethesickandtheiranimals.Womenacquirevariousskillssuchas

medicine,herding,rehabilitationofenvironment,self-defenceandevenself-reliance.Anidealrelationship

existsbetweenmenandwomen.

IhavealsofoundoutthatthetwonovelsbyHenryoleKuletdisplayinstanceswherethepositionofthe

womaninMaasaicultureisdefinedandredefined.InVanishingHerds,Ihavefoundoutthatawoman

likeNorpisia,theprotagonist,seesherselfasaMaasaiwoman.Shefulfillsthedemandofsuchan

identitythroughdressingandalsothroughthebehaviorwithotherwomen.Thisiswhatdefinesheras

awoman.However,Ihavealsofoundoutthatsheredefinestheserolesofthewomeninsocietyina
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numberofways.First,herquesttoconservetheenvironmentbringsherintoconflictwithmaleswho

thinkitistheirrighttodowiththeenvironmentastheydesire.Thismaleattitudecomesfrom the

traditionalnotionthatmalesinheritlandandfemalesdon‘t,thereforethelatterhavenosayinmatters

concerningland.BychampioningforthecourseoftheenvironmentNorpisiaisredefiningtheroleof

Maasaiwomeninhersocietytoincludethespaceoutsidethedomesticconfinethattraditionsets

proscribesforher.

InBlossomsoftheSavannah,Resianistheepitomeofawomanwhochallengesthesocietalviewof

thedestinyofagirl.Sheisdeterminedtocontinuewithherstudiesandachieveabetterfuture
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forherselfindefianceofthearrangedmarriageandFGM thatthecommunitysetsoutforherasher

pathtobeingaMaasaiwoman.

InBlossomsoftheSavannahtheconceptofdefinitionandredefinitioncanbesummarizedasfollows.

Theboy-childishighlyvaluedunlikethegirl-childbecausetheboy-childissaidtobecarryingthename

ofthefamilytothenextgeneration.Motherhoodisvaluedandawomanhastogivebirthifnotonehad

toparticipateinancestralprayersongs.ThiswomanwassoaggressiveandbitterbecauseGodhad

deniedherachild.Womenareexpectedtoacceptpolygamousmarriagesandrespectherco-wivesas

wellastheirchildren.Theparentshadtheobligationofgettinggirlsbestsuitorsforthemarriagefor

parentsbelievedtheywouldmakebetterchoicesthanthegirls.Somegirlswereevenmarriedofftoold

men,asoldasthefathers.Duetosubmission,Maawomenaredefinedaslesstalkative.Beauty

definestheMaawomenintermsoftheirphysicalappearance.Womenaresubmissiveandshows

respecttomen.Therewasagapbetweenfathersanddaughters.Thegapwasfilledbythemotherwho

acted as a link between fatherand daughters.Fatherspoke to girls through theirmother

responsibilitiessuchascooking,fetchingwaterandlookingaftertheyounganimalswerebasicallythe

roleofwomenandnonewastoquestionaboutit.
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FGM isasignificantaspectthatanywomanissupposedtoundergo.Womenaredefinedasweaklings,

naïve,humble.Womenshapetheirdaughterstobecomeresponsibleandpotentialwivesinthefuture.The

issueofmoralitywashighlyguardedbywomen.Theypunishedoffenderswhomolestedgirls.Theyare

alsodefinedbytheircaringattitudeandlovetowardschildrenwhom arenottheirs.HenryoleKulet

redefinestheyounggirlsasambitious,optimistic.Theydesiretopurseeducationtohighestlevel.Theydo

notmindwhateverchallengesthatfacethem.Women
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havebeenredefinedfrom awomaninthekitchentoonewhowantstopurseeducation.Womenfight

againstinjusticessuchaswomensubmission,FGM,earlymarriages,educationindeterminationto

redefinethemselves.

Mysecondobjectivewastodoacomparativeanalysisofthetwonovelstofindouthowtheypresent

thequestionofdefinitionandredefinition.Indoingacomparativeanalysisofthetwonovels,thestudy

examinedcharacterization,plotandlanguageuse.Characterization,plotandlanguagewereusedin

developingthefemalecharactersandmoresotohighlightthedefinitionandredefinitionofMaasai

femininity.Theauthorusedvariedlanguageinbringingoutthecharacterssuchasrebellioustone,

argumentative,inquisitivetoneandsoon.Thishashelpedtoilluminatethedefinitionandredefinition

ofMaasaifemininityinthetwonovels.Thestudyfoundoutthat,whilepreviously,someAfricanmale

writerswrotetheirnovelsputtingmalecharactersatthecentrewhilewomenwereviewedaswives,

mothersandthattheywereallowedtoperform traditionalrolesonly,today‘ssomeofmalewritersare

concernedwiththegreaterrolethatthewomancanplayasanagentofchangeandnotamereobject

ofit.ThecharactersofNorpisiaandResianshowthatwellenough.

Myfinalwordwouldbethatthereisroom forfurtherresearchonMaasaifemininityinliterature.My

studyisnotconclusiveinitselfbutitisacontributiontocriticism onHenryoleKulettounderstanding

thewayliteraturerepresentsthepictureofwomeninconservativesocietiesliketheMaasai.From this

studyitisclearthatliterature,asidefrom beingthemirrorofthesocietyisalsoconcernedwithbeing

anagentofchangewithregardstothepositionofthemarginalizedinthesociety.
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