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INTRODUCTIONTOCHRISTIANRELIGIOUSEDUCATION
THEIMPORTANCEOFLEARNINGCRE
DefinitionofChristianReligiousEducation(CRE)
ChristianReligiousEducationisthestudyofGod’srevelationtohumanbeings
throughscriptures,thepersonsofJesusChristandtheHolySpirit.
WhydoschoolsstudyCRE?
TherearemanyreasonswhyschoolsstudyCRE.Someofthereasonsareto:
a)EnableyoutodevelopapersonalrelationshipwithGod.
a)HelpyoutoacquirebasicprinciplesofChristianliving.
b)Helpyoutodevelopasenseofself-respectandrespectforothers.
c)Helpyoutodeveloppositiveattitudesandvalues,whichhelpyoutocopewith
challengesoflife.
d)Contributetothemoralandspiritualdevelopmentofstudents.
e)Helpyoutocontributepositivelytothetransformationofanindividualandthe
societyaswhole.
f)Helpyoutoidentifyanswerstosituationsoflife,includingdeathandEternal
life.
g)Helplearnerstoidentifyanswerstolife’squestions.
h)Promotesinternationalconsciousness.
i)Helpyoutounderstandyourself.
j)Promoteculturalintegration.
k)EnableyoutoacquireabetterunderstandingofGod.
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l)Unitepeople.
m)Guideyouinchoosingacareer
n)HelpyoutoappreciateAfricanreligiousheritageandotherreligions.
o)Promotelivingvaluessuchashonestyconcernforothers,kindness,loveand
unity.

THEBIBLE
TheBibleisthesacredbookcontainingGod’srevelationtopeople.Itisthe
inspiredwordofGod.ItisthebookthroughwhichGodcommuni-cateswithHis
people.
TheBibleasthewordofGod
TheBibleisthewordofGodbecause:
a)ThewrittenscripturecontainGod’sword.
b)ThroughtheBibleGodcommunicateshiswilltohumans.
c)Itcontainswordwrittenbyinspiredauthorssuchastheprophetswhoweresent
byGod.
d)GodhimselftookpartinthewritingoftheBible.E.g.Godisbelievedtohave
writtentheTenCommandments
e)ItcontainsthehistoryofsalvationrealizedthroughJesusChrist.
f)TheWordgivesrevelationtomysteries.
g)TheBiblecontainsamessageofhopeandreconciliation.
h)ItrevealsthatGodcontrolledwhatwasbeingwrittenandwhatHeinte-ndedthe
writerstopasstothepeople.
TheBibleasalibrary
TheBibleisreferredtoasalibrarysinceitisacollectionofinspiredscri-ptures
orbooks.TheBiblecontains66books.TheBibleisdividedintotheOldTestament
andtheNewTestament.TheOldTestamentcontains39bookswhiletheNew
Testamentcontains27books.However,theRo-manCatholicChurchaccepts7
additionalbooksreferredtoasApocryphaorDeuteroorcanonicalbooks.Theword
Apocryphameanshiddenorsecret.TheyareEsdras(1,2),Tobit,Judith,
Ecclesiaticus,Baarchand
Maccabees.
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WhytheBibleisalibrary
Severalstudiesshowthat:
a)TheBiblecontains(66)bookjustlikealibraryhasmanybooks.TheBibleisa
collectionofbooksarrangedinseries.
b)TheBibleisareferencebookforChristians.TheauthorsoftheBiblehada
specialspiritualguidance;henceeachbookwaswrittenforapur-pose.
c)Thebookswerewrittenatdifferenttimesinhistory.
d)TheBiblehasliteraryworks.
e)TheBookswrittencontaindifferenttopics.
f)TheBiblehasdifferentbookswrittenbydifferentauthors.
g)ThebooksoftheBiblewerewrittenunderdifferentsituationsandcir-
cumstances.

THEBIBLE:MAJORDIVISIONSANDITSBOOKS
MajordivisionsoftheBible
Thebibleisdividedintotwomajordivisions.ThesearetheOldTestame-ntwith
(39Books)andtheNewTestamentwith(27Books).ThewordTestamentmeans
covenantoragreementwithGod.
TheOldTestamentbooksaredividedinto:
a.BooksofthelaworthePentateuchorTorah.
b.Historicalbooks.
c.PoeticBooks
d.Propheticbooks.
LawbooksorthePentateuchorTorah
Thebooksoflaware(i)Genesis(ii)Exodus(iii)Leviticus(iv)Numbers(v)
Deuteronomy.
Moseswrotethesebooks.TheycontainthelawofGodasitwasgiventothe
peopleofIsraelthroughMoses.TheyalsocontainthehistoryoftheIsraelites
fromcreationtothetimetheyenteredthePromisedLand.TheauthorMosesis
regardedasalawgiver,teacherandprophet.
Historicalbooks
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Therearethe12consecutivebooksfrom(i)Joshua(ii)Judges(iii)Ruth(iv)1,2
Samuel(v)1,2Kings(vi)1,2Chronicles(vii)Ezra(viii)Nehemiah(ix)Esther.These
12booksrecordthehistoryoftheIsraelites.
Theyalsocontaininformationaboutthelifeandachievementsofsomeprophets,
forexample,thelifehistoryofElishaandElijah.
Exercise1–Gothroughthe12booksandcheckpagebypagethenamesofother
prophets.
PoeticBooks
Thebooksarepoeticinnature.Thepoeticbookscontainwisesayings,songs,and
prayers.Thepoeticbooksare(1)PsalmswhichwaswrittenbyDavid(ii)Proverbs
(iii)Ecclesiastes(iv)SongofSolomonwrittenbySolomonand(v)Job.
Propheticbooks
Thesearedividedintomajorandminorprophets.Aprophetisamesse-ngerofGod,
orGod’sspokesperson.AprophetisamouthpieceofGod.Prophetspass
informationandmessagesfromGodtothepeople.TheyaremessengersfromGod.
TheirmessagesfromGodconcernthefuture.
FiveMajorPropheticBooks

Themajorpropheticbooksareby(i)Isaiah(ii)Jeremiah(iii)Lamentations(iv)
Ezekieland(v)Daniel.Thebooksarenamedaftertheprophetswho
prophesiedandprobablywrotethem.Jeremiahwrotelamentations.These
prophetsarecalledMajorProphetsbecausetheycoveralongerperiodof
time.Theirprophe-ciesarelong,andtheyprophesiedoveralongperiodof
time.
MinorProphets.Thereare12booksof(1)Hosea(2Joel(3)Amos(4)Obadiah
(5)Jonah(6)Micah(7)Nahum(8)Habakkuk(9)Zephaniah(10)Haggai(11)
Zechariahand(12)Malachi.ThesebooksarebyMinorProphetswhoaresaid
tohaveprophesiedoverashorterperiodoftimeifyoucomparethemwith
theMajorProphets.

NewTestamentbooksare:
a.BiographicalbooksorGospels.
b.Historicalbooks(ActsoftheApostles).
c.TheEpistles.
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d.ApocalypticorPropheticbook
a)BiographicalbookorGospels
GospelmeansGoodNews.ThedisciplesofJesuswrotethebiographicalbooks.
Theycontaininformationaboutthebirth,life,ministry,death,andresurrectionof
JesusChrist.Thebiographicalbooksarefour.(i)Mathew–WrittenbyMathew(ii)
Mark–WrittenbyMark(iii)Luke–WrittenbyLuke,thedoctorand(iv)John–
writtenbyJohn(thebeloveddiscipleofJesusChrist)
b)Historicalbooks
Thereisonehistoricalbook,whichistheActsoftheApostles.Luke,thewriterof
theSt.Luke’sGospel,wroteit.ThebookofActstellsusthehistoryoftheearly
church.
c)TheEpistles
TherearetwoEpistles:PaulineEpistlesandGeneralEpistles.PaulineEpistlesare
letterswrittenbyPaul.Theyare13lettersthatPaulwroteto(1)Romans(2,3)1,2
Corinthians(4)Galatians(5)Ephesians(6)Philip-pines(7)Colossians(8,9)1,2
Thessalonians(10,11)1,2Timothy(12)Titusand(13)Philemon.
GeneralEpistlesareletterswrittentothechurchbyotherpeople.Thelettersare
8innumber.They(1)Hebrews(2)James(3,4)1,2Peter(5,6,7)1,2,3,Johnand(8)Jude

d)ApocalypticorPropheticbook
ThisisthebookofRevelation.ItisthelastbookintheNewTestament.Itis
differentfromotherbooks.Thisisbecauseitispropheticofthingstocome.Itis
aboutthefuture.ItwaswrittenbyJohnthebeloveddiscipleofJesusChrist.

MAJORBIBLETRANSLATIONSFROMTHEORIGINALLAN-GUAGESTO
LOCALLANGUAGES
ThesebooksoftheBibleareacceptedastheCanonoftheBible.ThetermCanon
meansStandardorguidanceorrule.Translationmeansexpressionofbooksbywords
andpictures,poemsandsongsfromonelanguagetoanother.TheOldTestament
wasoriginallywritteninHebrew,thelangua-geoftheIsraelites.Thenbetween250
–100BC,itwastranslatedtotheGreeklanguage.TheGreektranslationofthe
BiblewasknownasSeptua-gint.Thistermrefersto70translators.TheJewsin
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dispersionorDiasporausedthistranslation.TheseweretheJewslivingoutside
Palestine.
Between386–420A.D.Jerome,agreatChristianScholar,translatedtheentire
biblefromGreekintoLatin,thelanguageoftheRomans.Thistran-slationwas
calledVulgate.ChristiansusedtheLatintranslationoftheBibleuptothe16th
century.Duringthereformationinthe16thCentury,Christianswereencouragedto
usetheirownnativelanguagesinworship.Fromthattime,theBiblewastranslated
intoEnglishandGerman.AsChristianityspreadtodifferentpartsoftheworld,
therewastheneedfor
translationsoftheHolyBibleintovariouslanguages.In1804,theBritishformed
theForeignBibleSociety,whichtranslatedtheBibleintomanylanguages.
JohannLudwigKrapftranslatedtheNewTestamentintoKiswahili.Thiswasthe
firstBibletranslationinEastAfrica.Sincethattime,theBibleSocietyofKenya
hastranslatedtheBibleintootherlanguagessuch
asKikuyuin1951,Kikambain1956,Kimeruin1964,Kalenjinin1968,andLuhyain
1974.By1980theBiblehadbeentranslatedinto29Kenyanlanguages.Todate
(2010)theBiblehasbeentranslatedinto42languagesofKenya.
TranslationandversionsusedinKenyatoday
Besidesbibletranslationintoseverallanguages,therearemanyEnglishtranslation
versions,whicharecommonlyusedinKenya.Theseare(i)KingJamesVersion(ii)
JerusalemBible(iii)NewInternational
version(iv)EnglishBible(v)TheAuthorizedVersion(vi)GoodNews(vii)Revised
StandardVersion(viii)NewKingJamesVersion(ix)AmplifiedBible(x)Theliving
Bible(xi)TheAfricanBible(xii)CommonBible(xiii)Today’sEnglishBible(xiv)
Americanversionamongothers.
WritingoftheBible
By2010,theBibleSocietyofKenyahadtranslatedtheBibleinto42Kenyan
languages.TheneedtoreadtheBibleledtowritingofBiblereadingmaterialsto
teachliteracyinlocallanguages.Thosewhowrote
theBibleuseddifferentstyles,andfiguresofspeechtomaketheirmessagevivid
andclear.SeveralliteraryformswereusedinthewritingoftheBible.
Theseare:
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a.PoetryinPsalms
Activity
a)ReadPsalmsandnoticethepoetryusedbyDavidwhenhewrotepsalms
b)ReadJob.Noticetherhythmofthewords
c)TurntoyourEnglishtextbook–theIntegratedEnglish.Readtopic4onsound
andpatterninpoetry.
d)ReadanyPsalmandanyversefromJob.Whatdoyounotice?
OtherliteraryformsthatareusedintheBibleare:
i)ProseinLeviticus,whichisaLegislativetext
ii)WisesayingsinProverbs
iii)PropheticspeechesbyJeremiah
iv)PrayersbyNehemiah
v)LoveSongs,forexample,theSongsofSolomon
vi)Letters.HereseePaulineEpistles(Romans)
vii)Gospels,forexample,Mark’sGospel
viii)Religiousevents,forexample,Exodus
ix)Narratives,forexample,Genesis
x)Philosophicalessays,forexample,thebookofJob.Herenotetheuseof
metaphorsandsimilesinphilosophicalessays.
TheeffectsofBibletranslationsonAfricanlanguages
Bibletranslations:
i)IncreasedanddeepenedAfricanfaithinGod.
ii)Ledtoincreasedliteracy.AfterAfricansacquiredliteracyskills,theyreadthe
Bibleandimprovedtheirliteracyskills.Christianmissionariesestablishedschools
inordertoteachliteracythathelpedAfricantoreadtheBible.
ii)MadeiteasyformissionariestospreadthegospeltotheAfricancommunities.
iii)IncreasedthedemandfortheBible.ThisledtowritingofBooksandsettingup
ofprintingpressesinAfricancountries.
iv)Madeiteasyfortheexpansionofthechurchi.e.morepeoplebecameChristians.
v)Ledtotheemergenceofindependentchurchesandschools.
vi)ThemissionariesandcolonialistslearnttheAfricanlanguages.
vii)TheAfricanconvertsrealizedthatthemissionarieswereunfairtothem.There
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wasforexampleadifferenttreatmentofAfricanbyWhitemissionaries.Thiswas
inequalityofraces,whichwasandisevennowagainstChristianteachings.
viii)HelpedAfricanstore-discovertheirculturalidentity.Forexampletheuseof
Africaninstruments,dressings,andpracticeofpolygamy,whichDavidandother
kingsintheOldTestamentdid.
ix)LedtothewritingsandspreadofAfricanlanguages.Themissionarieslearnt
locallanguages.
x)Improvedcommunicationsbetweenmissionariesandthelocalpeoplebecause
theycouldunderstandeachother.
xi)Increasedprintingofreadingmaterials
TheeffectsofBibletranslationsonAfricanscommunities
AfterthefirstBibletranslations,therewereimmediateeffectsorinfluenceson
somecommunities.Forexample,somecommunityleadersdidnotagreewiththe
Christianteachings.SomewantedtoretainaspectsoftheirAfricanreligion.Asa
result,somecommunitieswhodisagreedwithBibletranslationsestablishedtheir
ownChristiandenominationsinordertopreachtheBible,astheyunderstoodit.
Thiswastheemergenceofindependentchurches.SomeAfricancommunitiesbuilt
independentschoolswheretheirchildrencouldlearnhowtoreadandwritewithout
beingforcedtopracticealltheChristianteachings.
Reviewquestions
1)WhatistheimportanceofreadingtheBible?
2)HowistheBibleusedinsocietytoday?
3)HowdoestheKenyaGovernmentusetheBibletoday?
4)NamethemajordivisionsoftheBibleinboththeNewTestamentandtheOld
Testament
5)WhataretheeffectsofBibletranslationonAfricanlanguages?
6)WhyistheBiblereferredtoas(a)aLibraryand(b)theWordofGod
7)Whatisthemeaningoftheterminspiration?
Studyactivities
1.ReadtheBiblequotationsgivenabove.
2.Carryoutroleplayse.g.thesacrificeofIsaacbyAbraham.
3.VisitoldpeopleinyourcommunityandaskthemaboutAfricanreligious
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traditionalpractices.

CREATIONANDTHEFALLOFMAN(GENESIS1-3,6-9,11)
INTRODUCTION
Inthistopic,youshalllearnaboutcreationandthefallofman.Thisinformationis
inGenesis.
BIBLICALACCOUNTSOFCREATIONANDTHEIRMEANINGS
ThebookofGenesisbeginswithtwocreationstories.Thefirstcreationstoryis
inGenesischapterone.ThesecondcreationstoryisinGenesischaptertwo.
Thetwocreationstories
ThefirstcreationstoryisinGenesischapterone.Thesecondcreationstoryisin
Genesischaptertwo.Thisstoryislikeasongorpoem.It’swritten,“Lettherebe…”
and“Godsawthatitwasgood…toseparate,”and“therewaseveningandmorning
on…”Eachcreationistakenasaday.Thecreationtookplaceinthefollowing
order.Itisorderly:
1stday–Godcreateddayandnight(Lightanddarkness)
2ndday–TheHeavens(sky)
3rdday–TheEarth,Water/Sea,Vegetation(Plants,trees,grass)
4thday–Sun,MoonandStars
5thday–Birds,SeaCreatures
6thday–Animals,Livestock,Manwasthelastcreation(humanbeings)
7thday–Godrestedandblessedthe7thdayandmadeitholy.
Inthiscreationstory,weseeGodcreatingthingsinanorderlymanner,dayafter
dayuntilthe6thday.Itwaslastinthefirstaccount.
Godcreatedmanfromdustandbreathedintohisnostrilsbeforeanythingelseis
mentioned.GodthenputmanintheGardenofEden,whichHehadmadeforhimso
thatmancouldtillandkeepit.ThegardenwasplantedeastwardinEden.Outofthe
ground,Godmadeeverytreetogrow.Inthemiddleofthegarden,therewasthe
treeofknowledgeofgoodandevil.Manwasgiventheresponsibilityoftilling
andconservingthegarden.Manwascommandedtoeatofeverytreeinthegarden
exceptthetreeof
knowledgeofgoodandevil.Ariverflowedfromthegardenandthenitseparated
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intofourtributaries.GodsawthatmanshouldnotbealonehenceHemadehima
helper/mate;awomanfromoneoftheman’sribs.Manwasalsogiventhe
responsibilityofnamingalltheanimalsinthegarden.ThereismentionofGod
restingafterwork

Differencesbetweenthetwocreationstories
FIRSTACCOUNT SECONDACCOUNT
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Mentionswhatwascreatedonwhich
day.Eachcreationtakesaday.
-Thisstoryislikeasongorapoem.
It’swritten,“Lettherebe…”and“God
sawthatitwasgood…toseparate”,
and“therewaseveningandmorning…”
-Itisorderly.

-Mentionswhatwascreatedon
whichday.
-Riversandgardenarenotme-
ntioned.
-Manandwomanwerecreated
together.
-Nomentionoftheknowledge.
-Marriageisforprocreation.
-Sun,moon,stars,skyarementioned
-Godrestedontheseventhdayhence
theSabbathday

-doesn’tmentionthedailyactivitiesof
GOD

-Thestoryisinprose.Forexample“…and
Godsaid…anditwasevening...”

-Notorderlywaslastinthefirstaccount
-Doesn’t’mentionwhatwascreatedon
whichday
-Mentionsrivers,andgardenfortilling
-Womanwascreatedfromribsofman
-Mentionoftheknowledge
-Marriageisforcompanionship
-Sun,moon,stars,skyarenotmentioned
-Mentionofrestingafterworkbut
Sabbathdayisnotmentioned

Similaritiesbetweenthetwoaccountsofcreation
Inbothcreationaccounts:
a)MenandwomenarecreatedbyGodandaregivenspecialreferences.Manand
womanarespecialto
God.
b)Godrestedaftercreation.
c)Godprovidedthesourceoffood.
d)Godisportrayedasthesolecreatoroftheuniverseandeverythinginit.
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e)Manisgiventheresponsibilityofcontrollinganimals,birdsandplantsthatGod
created
Activity
Findoutthedifferencesbetweenthetwocreationstoriesandwritethemdown.
Nowcomparethemwithmyanswer.

ATTRIBUTESOFGODFROMTHEBIBLICALCREATIONACCOUNTS
ThecreationstoriestellusthatGodis:
(i)Thesolecreatorandtheonlysourceoflife
(ii)ImmortalandEternal
(iii)Heisselfexistent
(iv)Godoforder
(v)Sourceofgoodnessandtruehappiness
(vi)Holy,mercifulandjust
(vii)Providerandsustaineroftheuniverseandallthatisinit
(viii)Allknowing(Omniscient)
(ix)Allpowerful(Omnipotent)
(x)Everywhere(Omnipresent)
(xi)ApersonalGod.
(xii)Hehasamindandawill
(xiii)MoralGod.Heisinterestedinthebehaviourofmanandwoman.Hecommands
her/himtodotherightthings.

TRADITIONALAFRICANUNDERSTANDINGOFCREATION
TraditionalAfricanviewofcreationisbroughtoutthroughtraditionalstoriesof
creation(Myths).TheAgikuyu,Akamba,GusiiandotherKenyancommunitieshave
storiesexplainingtheirorigin.Thesestories
giveeachcommunityasenseofbelonging,andidentity.Thestoriesexplainthe
mysteriesoflife.Thesestorieshavecommoncharacteristicsorteachings.
ThusallAfricancommunitiesbelievethatGod:-
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(i)Isthechiefarchitectoftheworld
(ii)Existedfromtheverybeginningoftime.
(iii)Createdeverythingoutofnothing.
(iv)Providesfortheneedsofhumanbeings.
(v)Wasdisobeyedbyhumanbeingswhohadlivedineternalbliss.Thisblisscameto
anendwhenhumanbeingsdisobeyedGod.
(vi)TheAfricancommunitieshaddifferentnamestodescribeGod.Godwasnot
knownasGodbutastheCreatorofeverythingthatexistedonearthandskies.He
wasMumbiand“Mungai”toGikuyu.Hewasmasteroftheuniverse.TheKamba
calledHim…NgaiwaMatu.TheybelievedthatGodcontinuestocreatethrough
humanbeings.
ExamplesofAfricancreationstories
1.TheKambabelievedthatGodcreatedmanandwomanthentossedthemtothe
earth.
2.TheBukususaythatGodthecreator(WereKhakaba)createdtheworldalone.
a.FirstGodcreatedheaventhencreatedtwoassistants,MukhabaandMurumwa.
WeretheGodmadethesun,moon,stars,abigredcockwhichcrowswheneverit
thunders,therains,therainbow,mountains,rivers,lakes,streamsandalltheother
thingsonearth.
b.Createdawomanfortheman.
c.Createdplants,animals,birdsandothercreatures.
d.Creationworktooksixdays.OntheseventhdayWererested.
Activity
Askyourparentsaboutyourcommunitycreationstory.

THETEACHINGSFROMTHEBIBLICALCREATIONACCOUNTS
I.Godisresponsibleforallcreation.Heisthesolecreator.God’screationwas
good.EverythingHecreatedGodsaiditwasgood.Itwaswithoutflawsand
mistakes.Godistheprovider.Godcreatedeverythingthatmanneeds.Healso
createdfoodforallanimalsandothercreatures.Godisorderly.
II.ManhasaspecialplaceinGod’screation.ManwasmadeasthekeeperofGod
creation.Manisaco-creatorandkeeperofGod’screationsincehewasmadeinthe
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imageandlikenessofGod.Manwascomma-ndedtowork.
III.Awomanwasmadefromtheman’sflesh.Shejoinsmaninmarriageandthey
becomeoneflesh.Godordainsmarriage.Humanbeingswerecreatedtosocialize.
IV.SinisaresultofmanandwomandisobedienceofGod.
ResponsibilitiesgiventohumanbeingsbyGodintheGenesisstoriesofcreation
Aftercreatingmanandthenwoman,Godaskedmanto:
a.Reproduceandmultiply.
b.RuleovertherestofHiscreations.
c.Beinchargeofthefish,birds,andalltheanimals.
d.Cultivatethegardenandguardit.
e.Eatfromthefruitsofthegardenexceptfromthetreeofknowledgeofgood
andevil.
f.Nametheanimals.
g.Subduetheearth
h.TransformthecreationthatGodhasprovidedhumanbeingswith
i.Usecreation–forests,rivers,mountainswithresponsibilityandrespect.
j.BeastewardofGod’screation
k.EngineerGod’screationbycreatingthingsfromthecreation
l.Dominatetheearth
Groupwork
Workintwosorthreesandanswerthesequestions.
i.Howdoesmanfulfillthecommandtosubdueandfilltheearth?
ii.Howismanaco–creatorwithGod?

BIBLICALTEACHING:THEFALLOFMAN,ORIGINOFSINANDTHE
CONSEQUENCES
Introduction
ManandwomanfellfromtheGardenofEden.Thisexperienceisexpla-inedin
genesischapter3verse4;chapter6verse9andchapter11.Intheseverses,the
Bibleisteachingaboutsin,whichmadeAdamand
Evefall.
Sinisdefinedasiniquity,andguilt.Itistomissamark,totransgress.Sinisa
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rebellionoranoffenceagainstGod.SinoriginatedwiththedisobedienceofAdam
andEve.Theyhadbeencommandednottoeatofthefruitsofthetreeof
knowledgeofgoodandevil–thetreeinthemiddleoftheGardenofEden.But
AdamandEveatethefruitafterbeingdeceivedbytheserpent.
Manhadthepowertoresisttemptationbutinsteadheyielded.GenesisChapter3
verse6statesthatmanwantedtobewiseandthoughthowwonderfulitwouldbe
tobecomewise…”hencesinarisesfromthelackofknowledgeofGod,fromthe
denialoftrustofGod.
Theconsequencesofsin
Aftersinning,wethehumanraceandsinners:
1)ReplacedfriendshipwithGodwithfearofGod.
2)Lostinnocence.Whathadbeeninnocentandgoodbecameshameful.Adamand
Evebecameashamedoftheirnakedness,somethingtheyhadneverfeltbeforethey
sinnedagainstGod.
3)LostgoodrelationshipwithGod.ThegoodrelationshipbetweenGodandman
wasbetrayed.Humanbeings–werealienatedfromGod.“TheLordGodsenthimout
oftheGardenofEden…”
4)Damagedtheperfectrelationshipbetweenmanandwoman.TheLordsaidtothe
woman“Youwillhavedesireforyourhusband,yetyouwillbesubjecttohim”.
5)Painbecamepartofhumanexperience.“Iwillgreatlymultiplyyourpaininchild
bearing”.
6)Manbegantoilingandstrugglingtomeethisneeds…“Youwillhavetoworkhard
andsweattomakethesoilproduceanything”
7)Thehomeofman,andtheearthitselfwasplacedunderacurse.“Cursedisthe
groundbecauseofyou.”
Enmitybetweenmanandwildanimalsemerged.
9)Manbegantodie.Deathsentenceispasseduponallmen.“Youwillreturntothe
ground…youaredust”
10)Manbegantohate.Mandevelopedmurderousfeelingsinhisheart,forexample
CainkilledAbel,hisyoungerbrother.
11)Manchangedandbecamepronetosin.
12)Lifespanofmanwasreduced(seeGen.6:3)“Iwillnotallowpeopletolive
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forever,theywilllivenolongerthan120years”
13)Man’slanguagewasconfusedbyGodaftertheflood(readGen.11:7)
14)Sinledtoembarrassment,mistrust,suffering,pain,pride,arroganceanddeath.
Summary
DisobedienceofGodbyAdamandEvebroughtserioussinconsequencestohuman
beings.Sinbringssadnessandsufferingtomaneventoday.

Activity
Ingroupsoftwoorthree,discusstheoriginandconsequencesofsin.

CONCEPTOFEVIL
Introduction
Inthislesson,weshalldiscusstheconceptofevilastoldbythetraditi-onal
Africanreligionandthebiblicalwritings.Weshallstudysimilaritiesand
differencesofevilfromthetworeligions.
Whatisevil?
InthetraditionalAfricansociety,evilwasanoffenceagainstGod,spiritsand
ancestors.Itwasalsoviewedasanoffenceagainstanotherpersonorcommunity.
Evilwasalsoamisfortunethatcanbefallanindividualoracommunity.
Whatarethecausesofevil?
ManyofthetraditionalAfricansocietiesdonotassociateGodwithevil.Godis
notthecreatorofevil.Somecommunitiesbelievethatevilisanexternalpower
thatexistsonitsown.ThusinthetraditionalAfricansociety,evilwasunderstood
orexplainedassomethingmysteriousthatwascausedbyseveralpeopleandthings.
Thesewere:
a)Evilspirits
b)Ancestralspirits–duetodisobediencetothem
c)Someanimalslikethechameleonaresourcesofevil.TheAkambabelievedthat
chameleonsbroughtevil.Othercommunitiesbelievedthatifanowlcriesnear
one’shomestead,itisasignofevil.
d)Peoplewithmysticalpowersforexamplemagic,sorcery,andwitchcraftare
evils
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e)Ifamemberofacommunitybreaksataboobydisobedience,thisactionmaybring
evilspirits.
f)Thespiritsofthedead;causeevil;iftheyarenotrememberedorrespected.Evil
spiritscauseharmandviolence.

ConsequencesofevilintraditionalAfricansociety
Theseweremanyandrangedfrom(a)Barrenness(b)Drought(c)Epidemics(d)
Madness(e)Sickness(f)Death(g)Drowning(h)Burninginahouse(i)War(j)
Physicallyandmentallyhandicappedchildren(l)Rebelliouschildren

GOD’SPLANOFSALVATION
Afterthefallofman,Godtookstepstohealthedamagedsituationand
relationshipbetweenHimandAdamandEve.
GOD:
1.ProvidedclothingofskintoAdamandEve.
2.LookedforAdamandEvesincetheywerehidingfromHispresence.
3.ProvidedAdamandEvewiththeknowledgetofinddifferentfoods.
4.Declaredenmitybetweenmanandthesnake.
5.HintedattheultimatevictoryofmanwhenHesaidthattheseedofthewoman
wouldcrushthesnakeorserpent’shead.Theserpentwouldattacktheheelofman
andwoman.
AllthroughtheOldTestament,andtheNewTestament,weseeGod’splanof
salvationbeingmanifested.Forinstance,GODchoseandseparatedAbrahamfrom
othercommunities.Thechildrenof
IsraelledbyMoses(weredelivered)fromEgypt,.Godsentprophetstoteachand
warntheIsraelitesofthedangersofsin.FinallyGodsenthisonlysonJesusChrist
todieonthecrosstosavehumankind.
SIMILARITIESANDDIFFERENCESBETWEENTRADITIONALAFRICAN
VIEW OFEVILANDBIBLICALCONCEPTOFSIN
Similarities
BoththeBiblicalandtraditionalAfricanvieworagreethat
1)Godissupreme.Godisneitherthecreatornorauthorofevil
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2)SincomesfromthedisobedienceofGodbyhumanbeings
3)EvilandmisfortuneareGod’scursetoman(Biblical)whilethetraditional
Africansocietyseesevilascursesbyancestors,andelders.Bothcursesleadto
misfortunes.
4)Theresultofsinandevilishumansufferings
5)SinandevilleadtomanbeingseparatedfromGod
6)Godistheguardianoflawandorder
7)Humanbeingshavetheabilitytoovercomeevil
Differences
1)BiblicalaccountemphasizespersonalnatureofsinwhileintheAfricanconcept;
sinismoresocialandcommunal
2)BiblicalaccountattributeseviltodisobediencewhileAfricanconcept
attributesevilnotonlytodisobediencesbutotherexternalforces.
3)BiblicalaccountsofferamessageofhopetoovercomeevilwhileAfrican
conceptdoesn’tofferasolutiontosinandevil.
4)TraditionalAfricanconceptallformsofsufferingasaresultofsinwhilein
theBiblesufferingisnotalwaysaresultofsin.
Reviewquestions
1)Explainthedifferencesbetweenthetwocreationstories
2)StatethetraditionalAfricanviewofcreation
3)Explainhowhumanbeingscontinuewiththeworkofcreation
4)WhatistheoriginofsinandevilaccordingtotraditionalAfricansociety?
5)GivethreeconsequencesofsinasstatedinGenesis
6)StatetheconsequencesofevilaccordingtoAfricantraditionalsocieties
7)TraceGod’splanofsalvationofhumankind
ComparebiblicalandtraditionalAfricanunderstandingofevilandsin.
9)Whatdoesthecommand“Subduetheearth”inGenesis1verse28mean?

FAITHANDGODPROMISESTOABRAHAM
BACKGROUNDTOTHECALLOFABRAHAM(Genesis11:24-32,12)
Introduction
ThebackgroundtothecallofAbrahamisfoundinthefirstbookofthebible.This
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isGenesiswhichisaGreekwordmeaning“Beginning”.Therelationshipbetween
AdamandGodwasgoodbutafterAdamdisobeyedGOD,theirrelationshipchanged
becauseofsinbyEveandAdam.Aftersometime,Godrepairedthisrelationshipby
callingAbrahamandofferingsalvation.
Background
-AbrahamlivedwithhisfatherTerahataplacecalledUr.Abraham’sfatherlived
amongpeoplewhoworshipedmanygods.Oneofthegod’swhompeopleofUr
worshippedwasthemoon.Thisworshipofmanygodsisreferredtoaspolytheism.
-ThefamilyofTerahmovedfromUrtoHaran.WhileatHaran,GodcalledAbraham
at75yearsold.Hewastoldto….“Leaveyourcountry,yourrelativesandyour
father’shomeandgotoalandthatIamgoingtoshowyou”.AbrahamobeyedGod’s
call.HeleftHaranforalandthatwasunknowntohim.Hetookhispropertyhis
wifeSarahandhisnephewlot.AtthetimeofthecallofAbraham,hewasknownas
AbramandhiswifeSarai.GodchangedtheirnamestoAbrahamandSarah.Abraham
meansFatherofmanynationswhileSarahmeansmotherofnations.
-OnarrivalinCanaan,hetravelledandcametoaplacecalledSchechem.God
appearedtohimoncemore.Abrahambuiltanaltarforthelordatthisplace.Altars
areplacesofworship.Theywereregardedasholyandweremanifestationsof
God’spresence.Analtarwasmadeofstones.
-Aftersometime,heseparatedwithhisnephewLotduetotheirservantshaving
strifeoverwaterfortheirlivestock.AbrahamleftCanaanduetofeminine.He
wenttoEgypt.
Activity
1.WheredidLotsettle?
2.ReadGENESIS,chapter11(24–32)andchapter12(1–9)

FAITHANDGOD’SPROMISESTOABRAHAM(HEBREWS11:1–6)
a.THEMEANINGOFFAITH
-Faithisastrongbelief,acompletetrustorconfidenceinsomeoneorsomething.It
isalsoafirmbelief,whichisnotbasedonanyscientificorlogicalproof.Faithin
GodisanattitudeofcompletetrustinGod.
Itisnotbasedonconcreteortangibleobjects.Faithismanifestedinthewaysof
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lifeofabeliever.
-AbrahamisanexampleofsomeonewhohadfaithinGod.Heshowedhisfaithin
actioninseveralways.
b.HOW ABRAHAMDEMONSTRATEDHISFAITHINGOD
1.AlthoughAbrahamwasold,heleftHarantogotoastrangeunknownlandof
Canaan.
2.AfterhesettledinCanaan,AbrahamwasassuredbyGodofhisprotectionand
wasgivenotherpromisessuchashewillgetason,andAbrahambelievedGod.
Sarahgavebirthtoasonwhenshewas
90yearsoldandAbrahamwasaround120yearsold.Thiswasasthelordhad
promisedAbraham.
3.ThesonwasnamedIsaacthatmeans“laughter”–becauseSarahhadlaughedwhen
shewastoldthatshewouldhaveachildinheroldage.ThechildIsaacwas
circumcisedwhenhewaseight(8)daysold.
4.AbrahamwastoldbyGodtocircumciseallmalesinhishouseholdincluding
himself.Heobeyed.
5.WhenAbrahamwasaskedtosacrificehissonIsaactoGod,hewasreadytodo
so.
6.AbrahambelievedthatGodwouldfulfillallthepromiseshehadgiventohim
7.Abrahamdemonstratedhisfaithbybuildingaltars
c.GOD’SPROMISESTOABRAHAM(GENESIS12:2-3,15:1-21,21,17:1-8,17:15-18)
Apromiseisgivinganassuranceofsomethingtosomeone.ThepromisesGodgave
toAbrahamwerethat:
1.Godtoldhimhewouldgivehimaland.Hisdescendantswouldbegiventhelandof
Canaantodwellin
2.Hisnamewouldbemadefamous
3.Hisdescendantswillbemany.Abrahamwouldbemadeagreatnation.
4.Godwouldprotecthim
5.Hewaspromisedasonoftheirown
6.Godwouldblesshim
7.Godwouldblessthosewhoblesshimandcursethosewhocursehim
8.Abrahamwaspromisedthathewoulddieinpeaceandinanoldage
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9.Hisdescendantswouldbestrangersinaforeignlandbutafterwardswouldcome
outwithgreatpossessions.
d.THERELEVANCEOFTHEPROMISESMADEBYGODTOABRAHAMTO
CHRISTIANSTODAY(Gen.12:2–3,15:1–21,21:1–7,17:15–18)
GodcalledAbrahamfromidolworshipinthesamewayGodcontinuestocallpeople
toservehim.
1)ThroughAbraham,GodhadaplantorestoretherelationshipbetweenmanandGod
2)ChristiansreceivethepromisesofblessingsfromGodthroughAbraham(Gods
promisestoAbrahamfulfilledthroughChristians)
3)AsAbrahamlefthisownpeople,Christiansshouldleavetheirsinfullivesand
puttheirwholetrustinGod.
4)AbrahamisseenasthedescendantnotonlyoftheIsraelitesbutalsoof
Christians
5)ChristianshavefaiththatGodfulfilspromisestothemashedidtoAbraham
6)ChristiansareassuredofGod’sprotection
7)ThroughGod’sdealingwithAbraham,Godshowsthathevaluesapersonal
relationshipwithhumankind.
ThroughJesusChristChristiansenterintoaneverlastingcovenantwithGod.Just
likeAbrahamenteredintoacovenantwithGod.
9)ThepromisetoAbrahamofCanaanPromisedLandistoChristiansthehopefor
newland–heaven
10)Godcontinuestomakepromisestothosewhobelievehim
11)Abrahamistheancestor(Father)ofallbelievers)
e.DEFINETHETERMCOVENANT
i.Definition.
Acovenantisasolemnagreementbetweentwopersonsortwogroupsofpeople.
Anagreementisbetweentwoseparatedparties.It’sapact,atreaty.Whenitisa
covenant,itconveysaunionorpartnership.
ii.Characteristics/componentsofacovenant
Therearecomponentsorfeaturesthatmustbeinacovenant.Acovenantmusthave
aceremony,sign,witnesses,promises/vows/oaths,obligations/consequences,and
participants.Acovenantestablishesasacrificialbondbetweentheparties
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involved.Thereareobligationsorrulesbywhichthepartiesmustabideby,adhere
toandobserveinordertokeepthecovenant.Acovenantisanagreementandifit
isbroken,thereareconsequencesforbreakingit.IntheBible,therearemany
covenants.
iii.ExamplesofcovenantsintheBible
1.Adamiccovenant–AgreementbetweenGodandAdam
2.NoahlicCovenant–God’scovenantwithNoahwhereGodpromisedtopreserve
lifeofmanandnottodestroyitwithwater.Thesignofthecovenantisthe
rainbow.InGen9verse3,GODtoldNoah,“Everythingthatlivesandmoveswillbe
foodforyou…JustasIgaveyouthegreenplants,Inowgiveyoueverything.Verse
4says,“Butyoumustnoteatmeatthathasitslifebloodstillinit”
3.Abrahamiccovenant–GodscovenantwithAbraham.Hepromisedtofulfill
promisesHegavetoAbraham.Thesepromiseswere:(1)Increasenumbersof
descendantofAbraham.Hewillbefatherofmanynations,(2)BeGODofhis
descendants(3)Abrahamwillhaveasonanheir,(4)GivenlandofCanaanandother
landsfromtheriverofEgypttoRiverEuphrates,andallforheirsofAbraham(Gen.
15:17–18)(5)Circum-cisionofallmalesat8daysafterbirthevennoneIsraelites
livingintheirland(6)CovenantwithIsaac
4.MosaicCovenant–isacovenantbetweentheIsraelitesandGOD.Mosesled
IsraeltoMt.Sinai.GodpromisedtobetheirGod.Israelitesweregiventhelaw
writtenbyGODin“tabletsofstone,withlawandcommandsIhavewrittenfor….
instruction”.(Readexodus23).
5.DavidicCovenant–covenantbetweenDavidandGod–Godpromisedhimthathis
dynastywouldruleforever.
6.MessianicCovenant–newcovenantbetweenChristiansandGodthroughJesus
Christ.
iv.God’scovenantwithAbrahamanditsimportance(Genesis15:1-19)
ThecovenantwasestablishedafterGodappearedtoAbrahaminavision.During
thevisitationofGod,Abrahamwas100yearsoldandSarah90years.Hewas
promisedason.AbrahamwantedassurancefromGod.Godtoldhimtobringhimthe
followingitemsforsacrifice.
v.Itemsforsacrifice
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Three(3)yearsolds:heifer,goat,ramandadoveandapigeon.
Abrahamthencuttheseanimalsintotwohalvesandplacedthemoppositeeach

other.
Thebirdswerenotsplit.
Afteritwasdark,smokingfireandaflamingtorchsuddenlyappearedandpassed

betweenthepiecesofanimals.
Towardsevening,Abrahamfellintoadeepsleep.WhileheslepttheLord

appearedtohimandtoldhimthat:
Hisdescendantswillbestrangersinaforeignlandandbeslavesfor400years.

ButtheywillcomeoutofthislandwithalotofwealthandGodwillpunishthe
nationthatwillenslaveIsraelites.
He,Abrahamwillliveuptoaripeage,anddieinpeace.ThentheLordmadea

covenantwithAbrahamandpromisedtogivehimandhisdescendantsthelandof
Canaan.Godhimselfpassedthroughthesacrifi-cesandboundhimselftokeepthe
promises.
f)IMPORTANCEOFTHECOVENANTBETWEENGODANDABRAHAM(GEN.
15:1-19)
Godboundhimselfinapersonalrelationshipwithahumanbeing
AsGodpassedthroughthemeat,heshowedAbrahamhewouldalwaysprotecthim.

ThispassedontothedescendantsofAbraham
ThiscovenantbetweenGodandAbrahambeginsalastingrelationshipbetween

Godandallthenationsoftheearth.
ThroughoutthiscovenantGodwasinitiatinghisplanofsalvationforhumankind
ThepromisesmadetoAbrahamwerefulfilledinNewTestamentbloodofthe

lamb–deathofJesusChrist
ItemphasizedtheimportanceoffaithfollowedbyobediencethatAbraham

shared.
g)COVENANTSINMODERNLIFEANDTHEIRIMPORTANCE
Moderncovenantsare(a)Marriage(b)Baptism(c)Oathofloyaltyand(d)
Ordinationofclergy
Marriageceremony:Inmarriage,thebride,bridegroomandtheirfami-liescome
together.Whenthetwofamiliescometogetherarelationshipisdeveloped.They
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makeanagreementandbothsidesareseriouslyinvolvedintheceremony,whether
themarriageiscivilorreligious.Duringthemarriageceremonythecouplemakes
vows/promisestoeachother,beforeapriest/pastorandthecongregation.Two
officialswitnesstheseagree-ments.Ringsareexchangedasasignofalasting
relationship.Acertifi-cateisgiveninsomecasesasatestimony(sign)ofthis
agreement.Thereiseatinganddrinking.
Baptism:InaChristianbaptism,acovenantisenteredintobetweenthebeliever
andGod.ThebelievermakesvowsbeforeGod.Thepriestandthewhole
congregationwitnessthisagreement.Insomechurches,acardisissuedtothe
personwhohasbeenbaptizedasasignofChristianmem-bership.Thebaptizedcan
nowtaketheHolyCommunion,whichisaChristianCeremony.Butwhenaninfantis
baptized,parentstakethevowsonbehalfofthechild.
Loyalty/oath:Leadersinpublicserviceforexamplethepresident,ministers,
MembersofParliament,andchiefofficersaresworninbeforetheytakeover
theirnewresponsibilities.Theyswear(takeanoath)andpromisetocarryouttheir
dutiesfirmlyandwithoutfearorfavour.
Ordinationoftheclergy:Churchleaders,nunsandprieststakeoathsandmake
vowstoGodandtothecongregationinaceremonyattendedbyworshippers.
Theimportanceofmoderndaycovenants
•Theybinddifferentgroups
•Theyactasasecurity
•Theystrengthenrelationships
•Theyunitepeopletogether
•Theycreateloyalty
•Theycreatepeace,harmonyandbringasenseofpermanence
h)THETESTINGOFABRAHAM’SFAITH(GEN.22:1–18)
GodtestedAbraham’sfaithbyaskinghimtogoandsacrificehisonlysonIsaac.
Thiswasthesonhelovedsomuch.HewastotraveltoMountMoniah.Onreaching
Mt.Moriah,hebuiltanaltar,andarrangedwoodonit.HetieduphissonIsaacand
placedhimonthealtarontopofthewood.Heliftedaknifetokillhim.“Butthe
AngeloftheLordcalledouttohimfromheaven.Abraham!Abraham!Donotlaya
handontheboy…Donotdoanythingtohim.NowIknowyouthatyoufearGod,
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becauseyouhavenotwithheldfrommeyourson,youronlyson”(v11-12).Abraham
hadobedientreverenceforGodbecamehedidnotkeepbackhisonlysonfromGod.
Godprovidedaramforsacrifice.Henamedthemountain“theLordprovided”God
waspleasedwithAbrahamandpromisedhimblessings,manydescendants’victory,
andprotection.
Activity
ReadGenesis12:1–9,15:1–6,17:23–24,21:1–7,22:1-19
IMPORTANCEOFFAITHINCHRISTIANLIFETODAY
1.AChristiantodayisacceptabletoGodthroughhisfaithinGodthroughJesus
Christ.WithoutfaithitisimpossibletopleaseGod.
2.AChristiancanonlyserveGodifhehasfaithinhim.FaithenablesaChristianto
serveGod
3.FaithenablesaChristiantoaccomplishwhatappearstobeimpossible
4.Throughfaith,ChristiansareabletotrustGodtofulfillhispromisestothem
5.FaithisthefoundationoftheChristianssalvation
6.FaithinGodgivesaChristianthepowertoovercomealltemptations.
8.ChristiansshouldexpecttohavetheirfaithtestedjustlikeAbrahamwas.
9.FaithenablesChristianstopatientlywaitonGod’spromises
10.ChristiansthroughfaithinGodhelpthepoor,makerightdecisionsandareable
tounderstandandknowGodbetter.

JEWISHANDAFRICANPRACTICESOFCIRCUMCISION
a.IMPORTANCEOFCIRCUMCISIONTOABRAHAMANDHIS
DESCENDANTS(GEN.17:1–16)
TheriteofcircumcisionwasstartedbyAbrahamandhasbeenpracticedbythe
Jewsuptothepresenttimes.
IntheOldTestament,itwasimportantbecause:
(i)Throughcircumcision:GodassuredAbrahamthathewouldfulfillHispromisesto
him.
(ii)CircumcisionwasasignthatAbrahamandhisdescendantshadenteredintoa
covenantwithGod.Itwasanoutwardsignofinnerfaith.
(iii)CircumcisionwasamarkofidentityfortheJews
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(iv)ItwasasignofobediencetoGod
(v)ItwasanacceptanceofGodastheonlytrueGodandtheirwillingnesstoremain
faithfultohim
IntheNewTestament
(vi)Circumcisiondoesn’tqualifyonetobeachildofGod.Oneisacceptedasa
ChristianwithoutcircumcisionaslongastheyhavefaithinGod.
(vii)AtruedescendantofAbrahamistheChristianwhotrulybelievesinGodand
livesaccordingtoHiswillregardlessofcolour,raceorcreed.
b.CIRCUMCISIONINAFRICANCOMMUNITIES
CircumcisionisoneoftheritesofpassageamongtheAfricanpeople.Itmarksthe
transitionfromonestagetoanother.ManyethniccommunitiesinKenyastill
practicetheriteofcircumcision.Duringcircumcisionceremonies,prayersare
offeredtoGodforthewellbeingoftheinitiates(thosewhoarebeingcircumcised)
andtheprosperityofthewholecommunity.Initiateslearnsecretsoftheir
communityandsociety.Theyaretaughtmyths,origin,religiousbeliefs,andsex
education.Insome
communities,initiatesaregivennewnamesorornamentstosignifytheirnew
status.
c.JEWISHANDAFRICANPRACTICESOFCIRCUMCISION
Similarities
InbothJewishandAfricancommunities,circumcision:(a)isamarkofidentity(b)
providedasenseofbelonging(c)wasobservedasareligiousexperience(d)was
compulsory(e)wasatraditionpassedfromonegenerationtoanother(f)isatime
forsheddingblood(g)wasatimeforofferingprayerstoGodforthewellbeingof
theinitiates(h)wasatimeforgivinggifts(i)wasaceremonyforinitiation(j)was
atimeforgivingtheinitiatesnames(k)tookplaceinsacredplaces.
Differences
InJewishcommunity,
i.CircumcisionwasariteforboyswhileinAfricansocietyitwasforbothboys
andgirls.Butitwasforboysinafewcommunities.
ii.Boyswerecircumcisedwhenaged8dayswhileintheAfricansociety;itwas
between15to25yearsold.
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iii.Circumcisionwasforboy’sorganwhileinAfricansocietiesseveralformsof
initiationweredone,forexample,removalofteeth,andbodypiercingamong
others.
iv.CircumcisionwasacommandfromGodwhilefortheAfricancommunitiesitwas
inobediencetocustomarylawwhereancestorswereinvokedtoprotectthe
initiates.
AmongtheAfricansocieties
v.Circumcisionwasariteofpassagefromchildhoodtoadulthoodwhileforthe
Jewsitwasnot.
vi.TheinitiatesweregivenspecializededucationwhiletheJewswerenot.
vii.Theinitiatesweregroupedintoagegroups,andweresecludedfromthe
communitywhileamongtheJewsitwasnotso.
viii.TheriteofcircumcisionaccordingtoseasonswhiletheJewsonceachildis
born,theyarecircumcisedonthe8thday.
ix.Aftercircumcision,theinitiateswereallowedtomarry,enterawarriorgroup,
ownpropertybutfortheJewstheinitiatewasstillachild.
Revisionquestions
1.ExplainwhyAbrahamisreferredtoasthefatheroffaith
2.GivefiveactionsfromthelifeofAbrahamthatshowshisfaithtoGod
3.ListsomeofthepromisesGodgavetoAbraham
4.CompareandcontrasttheJewishandtraditionalAfricanpracticeof
circumcision
5.WhatistheimportanceoffaithtoChristians?
6.Statetheelementsofacovenant
7.Giveexamplesofcovenantsinthebibleandthemodernsociety
8.DiscussthecircumstancesthatledGodtoenterintoacovenantrelationship
withAbraham.

SINAICOVENANT
THECALLOFMOSES
Oneday,MoseswaslookingafterortendingtheflockofJethrohisfather-in-law.
JethrowasapriestofMidian.WhenMosescametomountHoreb,themountainof
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God,theangeloftheLordappearedtohiminflamesoffirefromwithinabush.
Mosessawthatalthoughthebushwasonfire,itwasnotburning.
Moseswentovertotheburningbushtolook.Godcalledhimoutwithinthebush…
“Moses!Moses!”Hereplied,“HereIam”.GodthentoldMosesnottocomecloser
andtotakeoffhissandalsfortheplacewherehewasstandingwasaholyground.
GodintroducedhimselfastheGodofhisfather,theGodofAbraham,theGodof
IsaacandtheGodofJacob.Godthensaidhehadseenthemiseryandsufferingsof
theIsraelitesinEgypt.Hehadheardtheircry.Godhadcomedowntorescue
IsraelitesfromthehandofEgyptians.Godwastotakethemtotheirhome,theland
oftheCanaanites,alandflowingwithmilkandhoney.
GodtoldMosesthatHewassendinghimtogotoPharaohandbringoutthe
Israelites,thepeopleofGod,fromEgypt.Mosesresistedthecall.HeaskedGod
“WhoamI,thatisshouldgotoPharaohandbringtheIsrae-litesoutofEgypt?”
Godpromisedtobewithhim.GodsaidtoMoses…SaytotheIsraelites…theLord.
TheGodoftheirfathers,GodofAbraham,GodofIsaacandGodofJacobhassent
metoyou.
MoseswastoldtoassembletheeldersofIsraelandinformthemthatGodwas
goingtodeliverthemfromEgypt.MoseswasthentogotothekingofEgyptwith
theelders.Hewastotelltheking“theLord,theGodoftheHebrewshasmetwith
us.(EXODUS3:1–22)
God’ssigntoMoses
MoseswasgivenseveralsignsbyGodIncasethepeopleofIsraeldidnotbelieve
inhim.
a)Firstsignwashisstaffturningintoasnakewhenhethrewitdown.Whenhe
touchedthesnake’stailitturnedintohisstaff
b)SecondsignwasGodaskedMosestoputhishandinsidehiscloakanditwasas
whiteasasnow–leprous.Hewasaskedtoputitbackintohiscloakanditwas
restored.
c)Mosesfurthercomplainedthathewasastammerer.Godthenappoi-ntedAaron,
hisbrother,ashisspokesman.
ReasonsMosesgaveagainstthecall
1.Hefeltunworthyofthecall.
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2.HewonderedwhohewastotelltheIsraelitesthatGodhadsenthim
3.MosessaidthathewasastammerersoheletGodchooseaspokesperson.
MoseshoweverheededtothecallandwentbacktoEgypttogetherwithhis
family.GodpromisedtobewithhimandperformsignsbeforePhara-oh.
WhatdoesthenameMosesmean?
Itmeansdrawnoutofwater.
WhatdidMoseslearnaboutGodfromhisCalling?
Moseslearntthat:
1.Godiscaring,mercifulandconcernedaboutthewelfareofhispeople–Israelites.
2.Godistranscendent–heisbeyondhumanunderstanding.Hecannotbelimitedto
timeandspace.
3.Godchooseswhomeverhewillstocarryouthisplans.HechoseAbrahamanold
man,amoonworshipperandnowMoses,amurderer,afugitiveandastammerer.
4.GodexpectstotalobedienceandfaithfromthosethatHechooses
5.Godispowerful,eternalandomnipresent
6.Godisholy.
7.GodisaGodofhistory,whichmeansHeisconcernedwithHispeople’swelfare.
8.Godismysterious–HemanifestedHimselfintheburningbushthatwasnotbeing
consumed.
HowdidGodprepareMosestobethefutureleaderofIsraelites?
1.HislifewassparedwhenhewasrescuedbyPharaoh’sdaughter
2.HewasnursedbyhisownmotherwhotaughthimaboutYahwehandhisowntrue
identity
3.Lifeinthewildernesshardenedhimtobeboldandtoperseverehardships
4.Helearnttobepatient,keen,andresponsibleasashepherd
5.Heacquiredleadershipskillswhilelivingatpharaoh’spalace
6.Helearntliteracyandnumeracyskills(Educationalskills)atthepalace.
7.HewasnotastrangertoPharaohhencehecouldapproachhimfreely.

THETENPLAGUESEXODUS7:14-11:10
DuringthecallofMosesatMountSinai,GodgaveMosesarodwithwhichhe
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couldperformmightysignsbeforetheIsraelitesandbeforePharaoh.Aaronwasto
behisspokesman.MosesandAarongatheredtheIsraeliteeldersandleadersto
tellthemwhatGodhadsaidtothem.AfterMoseshadperformedthemiraclesthat
Godhadshowedhim;theIsraeliteleadersbelievedhim.
TheythenapproachedPharaohsothathemayreleasetheIsraelites.However
insteadofreleasingtheIsraelites,Pharaohbecamecrueler.HegaveIsraelites
harderwork.
WhenPharaohrefusedtoreleaseIsraelites,GodinstructedMosestobringten
plaguesuponEgypt.
Theseplaguesbrought;greattroubleandsufferingtoIsraelites.
Tenplagues
1)Theplagueofblood(Exodus7:14–25)
MosesandAaronusedtherod.TheystruckthewatersoftheriverasGod
instructedthem.Allthewaterintherivers,canals,andpoolsinEgyptturnedinto
blood.Allthefishdiedandtherewasnowatertodrink.Thissituationlastedfor
sevendays.HoweverPharaoh’sheartwashardened.Hedidnotreleasethe
Israelites.
2)Theplagueoffrogs(Exodus8:1–15)
GodthensentMosestotellPharaohthatifherefusedtoreleasetheIsraelites
thewholelandwouldbecoveredwithfrogs.AtthecommandofMoses,Aaronheld
outtherodofMosesandfrogscoveredthewholeland.Onseeingthis,Pharaoh
pleadedwithMosesandAarontopraytotheLordtogetridofthefrogsandhe
wouldreleasethem.Theyprayedandallthefrogsdied.Pharaoh,however,changed
hismindandrefusedtoreleasetheIsraelites.

3)Plagueofgnats(Exodus8:16–19)
ThelordinstructedMosestotellAarontostrikethegroundandAarondidsoand
allthedustinEgyptturnedintognatsorsmallfliesthatbites.Themagiciansof
Egyptcouldperformthefirsttwoplagues.
Theycouldnotbringtheplagueofgnats.Egyptiansacknowledgedthatthe
presenceofgnatsorsmallfliesthatbiteswasGod’swork.Butevenwiththis
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information,PharaohstillrefusedtoreleasetheIsraelites.
4)Plagueofflies(Exodus8:20–32)
TheLordwarnedPharaohthroughMosesoncemore.HewastoldthatGodwould
sendswarmsoffliestotheEgyptianhouses.TheIsraeliteshouseswouldbespared.
Evenafterbringingtheplagueofflies,Pharaoh’shearthardenedevenmore
5)Deathofcattle(Exodus8:1–7)
AplagueofdiseasebefelltheEgyptiancattle.NotasingleIsraelites’animaldied.
Pharaohwasnotmoved;andherefusedtoletJewsgohome.
6)Plagueofboils(Exodus9:8–12)
MosesthrewashesintotheairasGodhadinstructed.Thisproducedboils,which
becameopensoresontheskinoftheEgyptians.Unmovedbythesufferingofhis
people,PharaohstillrefusedtolettheIsraelitesleave.
7)Plagueofhail(Exodus9:13–35)
Mosesraisedhisrodandtherewasahailstormwithlightingandthunder.The
people,animalsandplantsthatwerestruckbythelightningdied.Pharaohthen
promisedtolettheIsraelitesgobutassoonasMosesprayedforthehailstormto
stop,pharaohhardenedhisheartandrefusedtolettheIsraelitesleave.
8)PlagueofLocusts(Exodus19:1–20)
Locustscoveredthewholelandandateallthecropsinthefields.Thelocustsate
allthathadnotbeendestroyedbythehailstorm.WhenMosesprayedtoGod,for
locuststoleave;Pharaohhardenedhisheartandrefu-sedtolettheIsraelites
leave.
9)Plagueofdarkness(Exodus10:21–29)
GodtheninstructedMosestostretchouthishandtoheaven.Therewastotal
darknessinEgyptforthreedays.ButtherewaslightwheretheIsrae-litesthey
wereliving.PharaohremainedunmovedandwouldnotreleasetheIsraelitesoutof
Egypt.
10)DeathofEgyptianfirst-bornmales(Exodus11:1–31).
Aftertheplagueofdarkness,GodsentMosesoncemoretoPharaoh.Hewastold
thatthistimeevenhisfamilywouldbeaffected.TheLordwouldkillallthefirst-
bornEgyptiansonsandfirst-bornmaleanimalsatmid-night.Thisplagueoccurred
duringthenightofPassover.PharaohwasmovedandallowedIsraelitestoleave
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Egypt.
WhatdotheplaguestellusaboutGod’sattributes?
GOD:
1.EmpowersHispeopletoperformmiraclesandtodoHiswork
2.IsAlmightyandmorepowerfulthantheEgyptiangods.
3.IsdeterminedtofulfilHisplans.
4.IsaGodofjustice.Heprotectstheoppressed.
5.Giveseveryoneachancetorepent.NoticethateachtimePharaohpromisedto
releasetheIsraelites;GodrelievedtheEgyptiansfromtheplagues.
6.FulfilsHispromises–HehadpromisedAbrahamtodeliverhisdescen-dantsfrom
foreignlands.
7.Expectstotalobedienceandfaith.
8.CommunicatesHiswillthroughnaturalevents.
9.Iscaringandloving.

PASSOVER(EXODUS12:1-30,19,20,34)
ThetenthplagueiscalledthePassover.Ithappenedonthefourteenthdayofthe
month.TheIsraelitesweretoofferone-year-oldlambperfamily.Ifafamilywas
toosmall,theyweretosharethelambwiththeirneighbours.Ifalambwasnot
available,aone-year-oldgoatcouldalsobeused.Theyweretoldto:
1.Slaughterthelamb/goat;smearsomeofthebloodonthesidesandtopsofthe
door-framesoftheirhouses.
2.Roastthemeatandeatitwithbitterherbsandunleavenedbread(breadwithout
yeast).Iftherewereanyleftoverstheyweretoburnthemwithfire.
3.Eatinahurrywhilefullydressedandhavingpackedtheirbelongings.Theywere
toldtoborrowsilver,clothings,jewellery,andgoldfromtheEgyptians.
4.Thatonthesamenight,the‘angelofdeath’wouldkilleveryfirstbornboth
malesandanimalsinthehouseswithoutblood.
5.Theangelofdeathwouldpassoverthehouseswithbloodsparingthem.The
bloodwasasigntoindicatethisisahouseofIsraelites.WhentheLordseesthe
blood,Hewillpassoverthathouse(V.13)
6.TheIsraelitesweretoldtocelebrate/commemoratefromgenerationto
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generationthePassoverasafestivaltotheLord.
7.TheIsraeliteswerenotallowedtocomeoutoftheirhousesonthenightof
Passover.
8.Atmidnight,theLordstruckdownallfirstborninEgyptfromPhara-oh’s
householdtothefirstbornoftheprisonersandfirstbornoflivestock.
9.TherewasloudwailingoverEgypt.Everyhousehadsomeonedead.
SignificanceofitemsusedduringthePassover
1)RoastedMeat–thisistheeasiestmethodofpreparingfoodsincetheIsraelites
weretoleaveinashorttime.
2)Bitterherbs–wasareminderofthesufferingandhardshipsandslavery
experiencedinEgypt.
3)Eatingwhilestanding.Deliverancewasnear,hencetheneedtoleaveinahurry.
4)Eatingwhilefullydressedwiththeirstuffathand.Thissignifiedaquick
deliverance;henceIsraelitesshouldbereadytoleaveEgyptatonce.
5)Eatingunleavenedbread–thebreadwastobeeatenandnoneleftoverhence
therewasnoneedtoaddyeastforpreservation.
6)CollectingJewellery–GodhadpromisedAbrahamthatafterslaveryforfour
hundredandthirtyyears,hisdescendantsshallbefreedwithgreatpossessions.
7)Remainingindoors–forsecurityfromdeath.Anyoneoutsidewaskilled.
Bloodondoorposts–asignfordeliverance.Theangelofdeathwouldpassover
doorswithblood.

THEEXODUS
Introduction
Exodusmeansmovementofalargenumberofpeople.
CrossingtheRedSea
DuringthenightofthePassover,PharaohsummonedMosesandAaronandtold
themtoleave,togoandworshiptheirLord.AlltheIsraelites,theirflocksand
herdswereurgedtoleaveinahurry.Pharaohtookhischariotarmyandfollowed
theIsraelitesandfoundthemcampedbytheRedSea.
GodledtheIsraelitesoverthedeserttowardstheRedSea.Mosestookthebody
(bones)ofJoseph,asJosephhadrequestedtheIsraelitestodo.“WhenGodrescues
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you,youmustcarrymybodywithyoufromthisplace”(Ex13vs.19)
DuringthedaytheLordwentinfrontoftheminapillarofcloud(angelofGod)to
showthemtheway,andduringthenightthelordwentinfrontinapillaroffireto
givethemlight,sothattheycouldtravelnightandday.Thispillarofcloudledthe
Israelitesbydayandnight.
TheEgyptianarmyfollowedIsraelitesandcaughtupwiththembytheRedSea
wheretheyhadcamped.
MosesaskedthescaredIsraelitestomovenearthesea.
GodtoldMosestoliftuphisstick,andholditoverthesea.ThewatersoftheRed
SeadividedandtheIsraelitescrossedtheseaondrygroundwithwallsofwateron
bothsides.TheangelofGod,andthepillarofcloud(whohadbeeninfrontofthe
armyofIsrael)movedbehindtheIsraelitesandprovidedlighttothemasthey
cross.
TheEgyptiansarmypursuedIsraelites.Thepillarofcloudmadeitdarkfor
Egyptianswhocouldnotseewheretheyweregoing.Justbeforedaylight,theLord
lookedattheEgyptiansfromthepillarofcloudandfireandGodthrewthearmyof
theEgyptiansintoconfusion.MoseswasaskedbytheLordtostretchouthishand.
HedidsoandwatersreturnedtoitsnormalleveldrowningEgyptianarmyandtheir
horses.
GodprotectedtheIsraelitesduringtheExodusby:
1)Makingthemcrosstheredseaondryground.
2)Providingwaterinthewilderness.
3)Providingmannaandquails.
4)DefeatingAmalekites–theirenemies.
5)Protectingthemfromsnakesanddiseasesinthewilderness.
Provisionofwaterinthewilderness
Israelitestravelledinthedesertforthreedayswithoutwater.Thewater,which
theyfoundatMarahwasbitterandcouldnotbedrunk.Theycalledtheplace
‘Marah’meaning‘bitter’.Thismadethemcomplain.MosesprayedtotheLord.
TheLordshowedMosesapieceofwood.Mosesthrewitintothewaterandit
becamefittodrink.GodcontinuedprovidingIsraeliteswithwater.
AgaintheIsraeliteslackedwaterandcomplainedbitterly(Ex.17:1–9).God
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instructedMosestostrikearockandwatercameoutofit.Mosescalledthat
place‘Massah’–whichmeans‘testing‘and‘Meribah’–meaning‘rebellion’.Thiswas
becausetheIsraelitesquarreledandtestedGod.
Provisionofmannaandquails(EX16:1–35)
AstheIsraelitesweretravellingthroughthedesert,theyranoutoffood.They
werehungryandcomplainedtoMoses.TheircomplaintsdispleasedtheLordfor
theyoftentoldMosestheywishedhehadletthemdieinEgyptinsteadofdyingin
thewilderness.ThisshowedthattheIsraelitesdidnottrustGodtoprovidefor
them.
Inthemorning,theyweregivenManna,whichisaHebrewwordforthetypeof
breadgiventoIsraelitesbyGod.Thebreadlookedlikewafersorflakesand
tastedlikecorianderseed.
Intheevening,GODprovidedIsraeliteswithquail’smeat.Theprovisionofmanna
andquails(meat)lastedfor40years.
Onthe6thdayofeachweek,Godgavethemfoodfortwodaysoneforthe6thday
andtheotherforthe7thday(Sabbath).

DEFEATOFTHEAMALEKITES(Exodus17:8–16)
ChallengesfacedbytheIsraelitesduringtheExodus
DuringtheExodus,theIsraelitesfacedthechallengeoftheAmalekites.These
weredesertNomadswhoattackedtheIsraelitesinthewilderness.Whenthe
AmalekitearmycameagainstIsraelites,MosesorderedJoshuatogathermenand
fight.
GodpromisedtodestroytheAmalekitesforever.Duringthebattle,Mosesheldup
hisrod.Andeachtimeheraisedhishandswiththerod,theAmalekiteswere
defeated.Whenhebroughthishandsdown,theIsrae-litesweredefeated.Because
ofthis,AaronandHursupportedMoses’handsuntiltheAmalekitesweredefeated.
InthewildernessGodprotectedtheIsraelitesformsnakebites.Healsouseda
cloudtoprotecttheIsraelitesfromthescorchingheatduringtheday.Atnight,the
pillaroffireprovidedwarmthtoprotectthemfromtheharshcoldofthe
wilderness.
TheimportanceoftheexodusinthehistoryoftheIsraelites
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TheexodusshowedIsraelitesthat:
1)GodlovesandtoleratesHispeople.
2)GoddidnotabandontheIsraelitesdespitetheirlackoffaith.
3)GodgavetheIsraelitesencouragementthroughhisservantMoses.
4)ItwastheendoftheoppressionofIsraelitesinEgypt.
5)MoseswasGod’schosenleader.

MAKINGTHESINAICOVENANT(EXODUS19:241–
TheSinaicovenant
GodandIsraelites.GodhadspecificinstructionsonhowtheIsraeliteswereto
preparetomakethenewcovenant.Beforemakingthecovenant,Godbrought
IsraelitestothefootofMt.SinaiandaskedMosestoaskthemiftheywere
willingtomakethecovenantwithHIM.GODaskedthemtoenterintoapersonal
relationshipasacommunitywithHIM.TheIsraelitesagreedtomakeacovenant.
TheyagreedtoobeyallGod’scom-m.ands.Godthenpromisedtomakethem;
iHispeople
ii.Akingdomofpriests
iii.Aholynation
GodandMoses.GodwantedtoconfirmthatMoseswasHistruepro-phet.He
thereforetoldMosesthatHewouldcomeinathickcloudtomeetIsraelites.In
preparationforGod’scomingonMt.Sinaithe
Israeliteswereto:
I.Makethemselvesholybywashingtheirclothes(garments)
II.Marktheboundariesonthefootofthemountaintopreventanypersonoranimal
fromclimbingthemountain.
III.Toabstainfromsexualrelations
AtMtSinai,GodmanifestedHispresenceintheformofthunder,lightening,
earthquakeandathickcloudofsmokethatcoveredthewholemountain.Inaddition,
therewasaloudtrumpetblastthatmadethepeopletremble.Mosesclimbedthe
mountain.GodgaveMosestheTenComma-ndmentsaftersealingthecovenant.
Sealingofthecovenant.TheLordtoldMoses“Comeupthemountaintome,you
andAaron,Nadab,Abibuand70ofIsraelleaders.Atadistancebowdownin
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worship,andcomealonetome.”
Aceremonywasthenpreparedtosealthecovenant.Thisishowitwassealed:
a.Mosesbuiltanaltaratthefootofthemountain.
b.Hesetuptwelvestones,whichrepresentedthetwelvetribesofIsrael.
c.HethensentyoungmentoburnsacrificestotheLordandsacrificedsomecattle
asfellowshipofferingandpeaceofferingstoGod(EX24vs.5).
d.Mosestookhalfthebloodofanimalsandpoureditinbowls;andtheotherhalf
hethrewagainstthealtar(vs.6).Hethentookthebookofthecovenant,andreadit
aloudtotheIsraeliteswhorespondedbysaying“allthattheLordhasspokenwe
willdo;andweshallbeobedient”
e.Mosesthentookthebloodinthebowlsandsprinkleditoverthepeople;saying
“ThisisthebloodthatsealsthecovenantwhichtheLordmadewithyouwhenhe
gaveallthesecommands.”
Theophany.God’spresencemanifesteditselfinseveralwayssuchas:
Theburningbush(duringthecallofMoses)
Pillaroffireandapillarofcloud–Exodusstory
Themightywind,earthquake,stillsmallvoice–storyofElijah
Thunder,lighting,smokingmountain–ExodusofIsraelitesfromthewilderness

ThesewerephysicalmanifestationsofGod’spresence.

BREAKINGTHESINAICOVENANT(Exodus32:1–35;34:6–8)
IsraelitesdishonoredtheirpledgetoobeyGoduponsealingthecovenant;Moses
wentbacktotalktoGodinthemountain.HeleftAaroninchargeofIsraelites’
affairs.Hestayedinthemountainforfortydays.ThelordrevealedHisgloryto
MosesatMt.SinaianddeclaredHischaracter.”TheLordthecompassionateand
gloriousGod,slowtoangerandforgivingwickedness,rebellionandsin(Ex34:6–
TheIsraelitesurgedAarontomakethemgodsthattheycouldsee.Aaronagreed.
Hemeltedtheringsofgoldandmouldedabullcalfgod.Israeliteswerehappyand
said“thisisourgodwhotookusoutofEgypt”.Theyofferedburntofferingsand
peaceofferingstoitandindulgedthemselvesineating,drinkingandsex.By
acceptingabullcalfastheirgod,theIsraelitesexpectedbullcalfofgoldtogive
themthesamestrengthandfertilityliketheEgyptiangods.Throughthisact,they
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broketheircovenant
withGod.
WhenMosescamedownfromthemountain,hefoundIsraelitesworshippingthe
goldbullcalf.Hegot
annoyed.Hethrewdownthestonetabletshewasholding;onwhichthe10
commandmentswere
written.Mosesthentookthegoldencalf,andburntitintopowderandmixedit
withwater.Hethen
madethoseworshippingthecalftodrinkthemixture.Mosesorderedthosewho
hadsinnedtobekilled.
LESSONEIGHT:RENEWALOFTHECOVENANT(Exodus34:1–14).
Learningoutcomes.Afterstudyingthislesson,describeconditionsfortherenewal
ofthecovenant
TherenewalofthecovenantcameafterMosespleadedwithGodnottodestroy
theIsraelitesafterthey
brokethecovenant.GodsparedtheIsraelites.Godagreedtorenewthecovenant
withtheIsraelites.He
gavethemseveralconditionsforitsrenewal.
Conditionsfortherenewalofthecovenant
TheIsraeliteswere:
a)ToobeyGod’scommandments
b)Nottomakeanytreatywiththosewholivedinthelandwheretheyweregoing.
c)Tobreakdowntheiraltar,smashtheirsacredstonesandcutdowntheirAsherah
(Idols).Notto
worshipanyothergodandnottomakeidolsforworship.
d)Tokeepthefeastofunleavenedbread(Passover).
e)Nottomarrypeopleformothertribes.
f)TorestontheSabbathday.
g)TosacrificeandoffertheirbestproduceandanimalstoGod.
Godinturnpromisedto
a)Blessthem.ProtectandpreservetheIsraelites.
b)Makethemprospersomuchthatthesurroundingnationswouldenquireabout



lydiaakama2@gmail.com

Page|39

Formorehighschoolnotes,setbooks,guidebooks,CPA,CIFA,IT,ICT&otherE-materials

WhatsApp0716953563

theirsourceof
wealthandsuccess.
Withtheseconditions,thecovenantbetweenGodandtheIsraeliteswasrenewed.
Fromthemakingand
renewalofthecovenant,itisclearthat:
(i)GodexpectedtheIsraelitestoobeyandhavefaithinHim
(ii)GodwantedapersonalrelationshipwithIsraelites.
(iii)Godistheonlyonetobeworshipped.
(iv)Godispowerful.
LESSONNINE:WORSHIPINGGODINTHEWILDERNESS
Learningoutcomes.Afterreadingthislesson
a.ExplainGod’spurposeindeliveringtheIsraelitesfromEgypt
b.Describefeaturesofworship
a.God’spurposeindeliveringtheIsraelitesfromEgyptwastoworshipandoffer
sacrificestoHiminthe
wilderness.HealsointendedtofulfilhispromisestoAbraham.
b.FeaturesofworshippingGodinthewilderness.
(i)TheIsraelites:WorshippedGodthroughintermediaries.Thesewerethepriests
whocamefromthe
tribeofLevi.
(ii)TheIsraelites:WereguidedintheirworshipandindailylivingbytheTen
Commandmentsandother
ordinances
(iii)TheArkoftheCovenantwasmadeinthewilderness.ItwasGod’sdwelling
place.Itwasaspecial
boxputintothetabernacle.Atabernaclewasaportabletent.Thearksymbolized
thepresenceofGod
andtheIsraelitescarrieditwherevertheywent.
(iv)OfferingsoffarmproductsoragriculturalproduceweregiventoGod.These
includedamongother
farmproducts;vegetables,flour.Oilandfruits.
(v)OtherofferingstoGodweredrinks,andincense.Theofferingscouldbeburnt,
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baked,boiledor
roasted.
(vi)TherewereseveralSacrifices.Theyincluded:
Burntofferings(Holocaust)–burningawholeanimalcompletely
Sinoffering/atonement–sacrificeofferedwhenonehadsinnedandwantedto

havehissins
forgiven.
Peaceoffering–partofananimalwasoffered,whilethepeopleatepartofthe

meat.
Giftoffering–thebestanimalwasgiventoGod.Itwasofferedasa

thanksgiving
Animalssuchassheep,goats,bullsandbirdsweresacrificedtoGod.

(vii)Festivalsandfeasts.Israelitesobservedseveralfestivalsandfeasts.These
included:
FeastofPassoverandunleavenedbread.
Harvestfestival–feastofweeksorPentecost.Itmarkedthecelebrationofthe

harvestofwheat.
Feastofgathering/shelters.Itwascelebratedduringtheseasonwhenthe

Israelitesgatheredthe
fruitsfromtheOrchards.
FeastoftabernaclesthatwascelebratedtorememberwhentheIsraelitesdwelt

intents.
TheIsraeliteskepttheSabbathday.TheyworshippedGodthroughsinging,

worshipanddancing.
LESSONTEN:THETENCOMMANDMENTS(Exodus.20:1–17)
Learningoutcomes.Afterreadingthislesson,
a.Recitethetencommandments
b.Applythetencommandmentsinyourlife
c.DescribeIsraelitesnewunderstandingofthenatureofGod
d.ExplaintoyourselfandothersthenatureofGod
a.TheTenCommandments
WhileonMountSinai,GodgaveMosesTenCommandmentswrittenonastone
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tablet.Thefirstfour
commandmentsdealwithrelationshipbetweenmanandGod.Godsaid:
1.Youshallhavenoothergodsbutme.
2.Youshallnotmakeyourselfagravenimage.
3.YoushallnotmentionGods’nameinvain.
4.RemembertheSabbathdayandkeepitholy.
Thelastsixcommandmentsgiveman’srelationshipwithfellowhumanbeings.God
said:
5.Honoryoufatherandmotherthatyourdaysmaybelongonearth.
6.Youshallnotkill.
7.Youshallnotcommitadultery.
8.Youshallnotsteal.
9.Youshallnotbearfalsewitnessagainstyourneighbour.
10.Youshallnotcovetyourneighbor’sproperty.
Thesearemythoughts.(1)WorshippingGod(2)BeingfaithfultoGod(3)Resting(4)
respectingparental
authority(5)lovehumanity(6)Befaithfultoyourwifeorhusband(7)respectother
people’sproperty
(8)betruthfulalways(9)besatisfiedwithwhatGodhasgivenyou.
b.Israelitesunderstandthenatureofgod
TheIsraeliteshadanewandwiderrevelationaboutGod.BesidesGODbeinga
caring,loving,anda
provider,theylearntthat:
a.GodisajealousGod.Hedoesnotallowtheworshipofothersgods.Healone
shouldbeworshipped.
b.Goddoesnotcondoneevil.Hepunishesthosewhocause/engageinit.
c.Godvaluesapersonalrelationshipwithhispeople.
d.Godwantspeopletoliveinharmonyamongthem.
e.Godforgivesthosewhorepent.Heisloving,mercifulandcompassionate
f.Godisahealer–hehealedIsraelitesinthewildernesswhenasnakeattacked
them
g.GodisaGodofvictory.HedefeatedtheAmalekites,perizzites,andHittites
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etc.
h.Godisfaithfulandcanbedependedupon.
i.Godisholy,slowtoanger,powerfulandjust.
j.GoddemandsobediencetoHiscommands.
Revisionquestions
a.WhatarethequalitiesofMosesasaleader?
b(i).DescribethecallofMoses(exodus3:1-22)
(ii).WhywasMoseshesitanttoGod’scall?
c(i).WhatisthesignificanceoftheitemsusedforthePassoverfeast(similarto
whatisthemeaningof
thePassovermeal)
(ii).Comparethelord’ssuppertothePassoverfeast
d.DescribehowtheSinaicovenantwasmade
e.DescribethecircumstancesthatleadtothebreakingoftheSinaicovenant
f.Howwasthebrokencovenantrenewed?
g.DescribehowtheIsraelitesworshippedGodinthewilderness
h.Whatistherelevanceofthetencommandments?
i.WhatdidtheIsraeliteslearnaboutgodinthewilderness?
TOPICFIVE:LEADERSHIPINISRAEL:DAVIDANDSOLOMON
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthistopic,youshouldbeableto:
a.ExplainthereasonsforandagainstkingshipinIsrael
b.StatekingSaul’sachievements,failuresandlessonslearntfromSaul.
c.ExplaintheimportanceofDavidasKingofIsraelandancestorofJesusChrist.
d.DescribethequalitiesofagoodleaderdrawnfromKingDavid’sleadership
e.StateKingSolomon’sachievementsandfailures
f.ExplaintheimportanceofthetempleinIsrael.
LESSONONE:REASONSFORANDAGAINSTKINGSHIPINISRAEL
Introduction
YahwehremainedtheGodofIsraelandthesovereignrulerofhispeople.
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould
a.Defineleadership
b.NameIsraeljudgesinCanaan
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Leadershipreferstothemannerinwhichacommunity’swayoflifeisruledor
controlled.When
IsraelitessettledinCanaan,Judgesruledthemforthefirst200years.Someof
thejudgeswere(i)
Othniel,(ii)Ehud(iii)Samson(iv)Deborah(v)Gideon
(vi)Shamgar(vii).Samuel(viii).Barak
Dutiesofjudges
a.LeadingIsraelitestowaragainsttheirenemies
b.Settlingdisputesamongthepeople
c.ActingasreligiousleadersandleadingIsraelitesinworship–
d.Offeringsacrificesonbehalfofthepeople.
e.SomeofthejudgesactedasGod’sprophets
f.Theyanointedkings,forexampleSamuelanointedKingDavid.
DemandsforaKinginIsrael
AfterIsraelitessettledinCanaan,thePromisedLand,theystarteddemandingfor
anearthlykingtorule
overthem.Thesedemandsforakingrulerwerebroughtaboutby:
iSamuel’ssonsJoelandAbijahwerecorruptandtookbribes.ThesonsofSamuel,
whowerejudges,
lackedhisgoodleadershipqualities.
iiTheIsraeliteswantedawarriorkingwhocouldleadthemtowaragainsttheir
enemies.
iiiTheIsraeliteswantedtobeliketheothernationsaroundthemwhohadkings.
ivTheIsraeliteswantedahumanleaderwhomtheycouldsee,approach,andtalkto
himfacetoface.
vTheIsraeliteswantedsecurity,whichcouldbeprovidedbyastablepolitical
governmentruledbylaw
andorder.
viTheywantedagovernmentthathadaregulararmy,
viiTheyalsowantedanestablishedlawcourtsystem.
ReasonsagainstKingshipinIsrael(Samuel8:10–20)
Bydemandingforaking,theIsraeliteswereseenasrejectingYahweh–their
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unseenruler.Two,there
wouldbedangerofhereditarykingshipwhichwouldleadtooppression/
dictatorship.GodtoldSamuel
togiveIsraelitesstrictwarningsagainstKingshipbyexplaininghowtheking
wouldtreatthem.Aking
would:-
(a)RecruitIsraelitessonsforcefullyintothearmy.
(b)Grabpeoplesland.
(c)Forcepeopletopaytaxestothegovernment
(d)Turnpeopleintoslaves.
(e)Introduceforcedlabour.
(f)Forcetheirdaughterstoworkforhiswives,sons,andfortheroyalhousein
general.
ThepeopleofIsraelweredistinctfromothernations.Askingforakingmeant
rejectingGodastheir
unseenking.Furthertothis,Israelcouldbecomelikeothernations,whichdidnot
worshipYahweh.
ThenthecovenantwithGodandthepeopleofIsraelwouldcease.
LESSONTWO:ACHIEVEMENTSANDFAILURESOFKINGSAUL
(Israel13:8–14;15:7–25)
Learningoutcomes.AfterreadingaboutKingSaul,youshould
a.Statehisachievements
b.Identifyhisfailures
c.Suggestlessonwecanlearnfromhisfailures
SamuelwasdirectedbyGodtochooseandanointSaulasthekingofIsrael.Saul
wasfromthetribeof
Benjamin.HebecamethefirsthumankingofthenationofIsrael.Heaccomplished
severalthings.
SuccessesofKingSaul
1)HewasanointedbyGod;askingtoruletheIsraelites
2)HewaschoseneventhoughitwasnotGod’sideaforakingoverhispeople.
3)Hewasagreatwarrior.HeledtheIsraelitestowaranddefeatedtheirenemies
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FailuresofKingSaul
1)GodtoldSaulthroughSamueltodestroytheAmalekitescompletely.Saul
howeverdisobeyedGod.He
sparedthekingandthefatlivestock.Heclaimedtohavesparedthefatanimals
forsacrificetoGod.
Becauseofthisdisobedience,GodrejectedSaulasking.
2)TheIsraeliteswerefacedwithmanyenemies.TheworstwerethePhilistines.It
wasacustomforthe
kingofIsraeltoenquirefromGodwhethertogotothebattleornot.The
priest/prophetgave
permissiontothekingtogotowar.WhenSaulwasfacedwiththedilemmawhether
tofightornot,
SamuelenquiredfromGod.Sauldidnotwaitforpermissiontogotowarfrom
Samuelthepriest.He
decidedtobypassSamuelbyofferingasacrificetoGodbeforegoingtowar.This
actiondispleasedGod
becauseitwasnothisworktooffersacrificetoGod.Itwastheworkofpriests.
3)AfterGodrejectedSaulasthekingofIsrael,SamuelwasguidedbyGodtogoto
Bethlehem.Hewas
askedtogotothehomeofJessewhohadeight(8)sons.Inthathome,Godwasto
showSamuelthe
nextkingofIsrael.SamuelwouldthenanointthechosensonofJesse.Sevenof
Jesse’ssonswere
broughtbeforeSamuelonebyone.GodtoldSamuelthathehadnotchosenanyof
them.WhenDavid,a
shepherd,wasbroughtbeforeSamuelGodsaidtohim’thisistheone–anointhim!”
(1Samuel16:12).
Davidwasanointed(pouredoilon)asthenextkingofIsrael.Howeverhehadto
waituntilSauldied
beforehecouldtakeoverkingship.
4)AfterSamuelanointedDavidtobecomethenextkingofIsrael,Saulwasjealous
andplottedmany
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timestokillhim.DavidwasemployedtoserveSaul.Heplayedtheharp,lyre
whereveranevilspirit
possessedSaul.
5)WhenSamueldied;thePhilistinesgatheredtofightIsrael.Saulwasfilledwith
terror.Saulenquired
fromGodwhetherheshouldgotowar,butdidnotgetananswer.Sauldisobeyed
Godbyaskinga
medium(witch)toconsultthedeadforhim.ThisactledtothedeathofSaul
togetherwithhisson
Jonathaninbattle.
6)SaulwasconcernedwithwhatpeoplethoughtofhimthanpleasingGod.He
wantedtopleasepeople
andnotGod.HewasdisobedientwithGod(1Samuel15:24)
Lessons,whichChristianscanlearnfromKingSaul’sfailures
1)Valueofbeingpatient.
2)ChristianshouldobeyGod,followHiscommandsandnotbeafraidofpeople.
3)ChristianshouldobeyreligiousleadersplacedoverthembyGod.
4)Christianleadersshouldbehumble
5)ItisagainsttheteachingsofGod,againstthewillofGodtoconsultthespirits
ofthedeadthrough
mediums.
7)Withoutfaith,itisimpossibletopleaseGod.
Goddesiressincereworship.
9)Politicalleadersshouldconsultandlistentoreligiousleaders.
10)Christiansshouldnotturnagainsttheirenemiesorrivals.Theyshouldnotplot
tohavethem
destroyedandkilled.
LESSONTHREE:IMPORTANCEOFDAVID(1Samuel16:1–23,2Samuel6:1–15)
Learningoutcomes.AfterreadingaboutKingDavid,youshould
a.StatehisimportancetoGodandtheIsraelites
b.AnalyseachievementsandfailuresofKingDavid
c.TraceDavidlineageuptoJesusChrist
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d.NarratefulfillmentofthepromisestoDavidintheNewTestament
e.GivereasonswhyGodrejectedDavid’soffertobuildhimatemple
DavidtookoverkingshipofIsraelthoughsomepeopleresistedhisrule.Atfirst
heruledthehouseof
Judah.Laterontheothertribesralliedbehindhim.
ImportanceofKingDavid
DavidbecamekingafterthedeathofSaul.Heruledforover40yearsaskingof
JudahandIsrael.
AchievementsofDavid
1)Hewasabrilliantmilitarycommander
2)HecapturedtheoldfortressofJerusalemfromtheJebusitesandmadeithis
capitalcity.
3)HeremovedthearkofcovenantfromthehouseofAbinadabinShilohand
broughtittoJerusalem.
4)HeexpressedgreatfaithinGod.ThroughhisfaithinGod,hewasabletokill
Goliath,thegreat
Philistinewarrior.
5)Hewasaskilledmusicianandcomposedmarrypsalmsthatwereusedandarestill
beingusedin
templeandchurchworship.
6)DavidrespectedtheprophetsofGodandalwaysconsultedthemwheneverhe
wantedtodo
anything.
7)HeexpandedthegeographicalboundariesofIsraelthroughconquests.
Hewasagreatdiplomatandestablishedgoodpoliticalrelationswiththe
neighboringkings.
9)Hewasashrewdadministratorwhochosewiseeldersandcounselorstoadvice
him.
10)GodpromisedtoestablishaneverlastingkingdomforDavid
11)DavidruledoverIsrael,administeringlawandjusticetoallpeople.
12)HetookacensusoftheIsraelitesandusedtheinformationto(a)recruityoung
menintomilitary
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serviceand(2)decideonthepolicyoftaxation.
13)Davidhadremarkableleadershipqualities.Hewaskind.Hesparedmephibosheth,
Saul’sgrandson.
14)Davidwashumble.Hewasreadytoacceptsinshehadcommittedandrepente.g.
herepentedafter
committingadulterywithBathsheba.
DavidasanancestorofJesusChrist(2Samuel1–29,LK1:26–33)
DavidintendedtobuildasplendidtempleforGodinJerusalem.Hefeltitwasnot
fairfortheArkofthe
Covenanttocontinuedwellinginatentwhilehehimselflivedinamagnificent
palace.Toachievethis
goal,DavidconsultedNathan,theprophetonwhethertobuildthetemple.The
prophetapprovedthe
idea.Butthatnight,NathanreceivedarevelationformGodthatstatedthatDavid
wasnottobuilda
house(temple)forGod.David’ssonwouldbuildthetempleofGod(2Samuel7:5–6).
ProphetNathan
gaveDavidGod’smessagetoDavid.
Themessagewasthat
a)Hissonwillbuildthetemple
b)GodwouldgiveDavid’sdescendantsaplacetosettle
c)GodpromisedtoraiseupanheirfromthehouseofDavidtositonthethrone
d)GodpromisedtomakeDavid’snamegreatorfamousamongallotherleadersof
theearth.
ReasonswhyGodrejectedDavid’soffertobuildhimatemple
Herearesomeofthereasons:
a.DavidhadbeeninvolvedinalotofwarswiththeIsraelites’enemiesandhadthus
shedalotofblood.
b.GodwasaGodofthepeopleandcouldnotbeconfinedtoahouse.
c.ItwasthewillofGodtoestablishthehouseofDavid(buildDavidahouse)
ratherthanDavidbuildsa
houseforhim(God).ThehumanbodyisthetempleofGod.Goddwellsinthehearts
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ofpeople.
d.Davidhadgrownold.Godwantedhimtorest.
e.GodhadplannedthatDavid’ssonwouldbuildahouseforhim–aplacetohouse
theArkofthe
Covenant.KingSolomon,David’ssonbuiltthetempleandfulfilledGod’spromises
toDavid.Solomon’s
rulewaspeacefulandprosperous.
TheNewTestamentisafulfillmentofGod’spromisestoDavid
1)ThegospelwriterstellusthatJesuswasborninthefamilyofDavid(Luke1:26–
27)
2)TheangelofGodduringtheannunciationofthebirthofJesussaidthatHewill
belikehisancestor
David(Luke1:32–33)
3)JesuswasborninBethlehemwhichwasalsothebirthplaceofDavid(Luke2:4)
4)BartimaeustheblindmanofJerichohailedJesusasthesonofDavid
5)DuringhistriumphalentrytoJerusalem,Jesuswashailedbythecrowdasthe
messiahdescended
fromDavid.
6)Inhisgenealogy,saintMathewsaysthatJesuswasadescendantofDavid
(Matt.1:1)
FailuresofKingDavid.
AlthoughDavidhadmanyvirtues:
1)HeorderedUriahtobeplacedatthebattleforefrontsothathecanbekilled.
2)UriahwasthehusbandofBathsheba.Davidhadcommittedadulterywithher.
3)HetookBathshebaashiswife
LESSONFOUR:LEADERSHIPOFKINGDAVID
Lessonoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshouldassessleadershipqualities
demonstratedbyking
David
Davidshowed
1)Courageandbravery.Davidwascourageousandbrave.Modernleadersshouldbe
readytodiewith
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andfortheirsubjects.
2)Gratitude–thankfulandgrateful.DavidalwaysthankedGodforanysuccessor
favorshereceived.
GoodleadersshouldbethankfulandgratefultoGodaswellastotheirfellow
humanbeings.
3)Loyalty.DavidwasloyaltoGodandtotheIsraelites.Agoodleadershouldbe
loyal,andneverbetray
hispeople.
4)Justice.Davidadministeredjusticetoallhissubjectswithoutfavoringanyone.
Notribalismor
nepotism.Aleadershouldbefairtoall(2Samuel8:15).
5)God–fearing,havingfaith.DavidwasGodfearing.Heexpressedhistotaltrust
inGod.Modern
leadersneedtoemulatethisquality.
6)Humility.Aleadershouldbeahumbleperson.ThoughDavidhadbeenappointedas
theking,he
continuedtoserveSauluntilSauldied.Heacceptedhisfailuresandaskedfor
forgiveness
7)Kind.Davidwasakindleader.Leadersshouldbekind.Davidsparedthelifeof
SaultwiceyetSaul
wantedtokillhim.
Wisdom.Davidwascarefulwhenchoosinglegaladvisorstoassisthiminhisrule.
Hewasalsowise.He
reducedtribaljealousiesbychoosingJerusalem;aneutralspotforadministrative
purposes.
9)Delegation–ashrewdadministrator.Agoodeldershouldbeabletodelegate
duties.Daviddelegated
duties.Heinvolvedothersinadvising,andadministering
LESSONFIVE:ACHIEVEMENTSANDFAILURESOFKINGSOLOMON(1KING3–
12)
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould:
a.AnalyseachievementsofkingSolomon
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b.StatefailuresofkingSolomon
AfterDaviddied,hissonSolomonbecamethenextking.KingshipinIsraelwas
hereditary.Solomonwas
chosenbyDavidtobehissuccessor.HetookoverfromDavidatatimeofpeace
andsecurityestablished
byDavid.
Achievements
1)HemadeIsraelrichbyestablishingtradewithothercountries
2)Hewasagoodtraderandasuccessfulmerchant.Hetradedincopper,horses,
timber,silverandgold.
Heestablishedinternationaltradewiththeneighboringcountries.Forexample,he
tradedwithTyrein
cedarandpinelogs.
3)HeestablishedawellequippedlargearmyforIsrael
4)Hewasabuilder.HebuiltamagnificenttempleforGodinlinewithGod’s
promisetoDavid.Healso
constructedothercities(Megiddo)andapalaceforhimself.
5)Heisrememberedforhisamazingadministrativeskills.Hehad550officialsin
chargeoflabourforce.
6)Hewasadiplomaticruler.Heestablishedfriendlytieswithhisneighbours.This
ensuredcontinued
peace.ForinstancehemarriedthedaughtersofthekingsofEgypt,Moab,Edenand
Sidonsoasto
establishstrongtieswiththosenations.
7)Hehadgreatwisdom.Hejudgedadifficultcasebetweentwowomenwhowere
claimingownership
ofthesamechild.
HecomposedmanywisesayingsknownastheproverbsofSolomon.Healso
composedsongslikeSong
ofSolomonandSongofSongsandpoemsinEcclesiastes.
9)HededicatedthetempleofGodwithgreatrejoicing.
10)HebroughttheArkoftheCovenanttothetempleofJerusalem.
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FailuresofKingSolomon
1)Hemarriedwomenfrommanyforeigncountries.TheseactionsmadeSolomon
breaktheTorahas
Israeliteswerenotsupposedtomarryforeigners.Throughthesemarriages,idol
worshipstartedin
Israel.Thiswasbecauseheallowedhiswivestoworshiptheirgods,buildtemples
andaltarsforthem.
ThisledtointroductionofidolatryinIsrael.
2)Solomonconstructedhispalacefor13years.HethenbuiltGod’stemplefor7
years.Thisshowedthat
heprobablylovedhimselfmorethanGod.
3)HekilledhisownhalfbrotherAdonijaonsuspicionthathecouldbearivalto
thethrone.
4)Solomonlivedlavishly,andexpensively.HethusburdenedtheIsraeliteswith
hightaxes.
5)Heusedforcedlabour.ThiswasthesameasenslavingtheIsraelites.
6)Heworshippedidols.Solomon’sheartwasturnedtosuchothergodsasAshtoreth
/ashitarte–
goddessofSidonandMolech–thegodoftheAmmonites.ThiswasbreakingGod’s
commandments
7)HesoldpartofIsraeliteterritorytothekingofTyre
Heusedpaganskillswhendesigning,decorating,andfurnishingthetemple.
9)HemadetreatieswithothernationsinspiteofthefactthatGodhadforbidden
Israelfrommaking
treaties
10)Hewasextravagant.Heusedalotofstatewealthtoentertainandpleasehis
manywivesand
concubines.
Activity.ManyhusbandsinKenyapracticepolygamy.Iwantyoutofindoutfrom
yourneighbourswhat
aretheadvantagesanddisadvantagesofpolygamy.Thenwriteapaperarguing
eitherforpolygamyor
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monogamy.
LESSONSIX:IMPORTANCEOFTHETEMPLEINISRAEL
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould
a)Defineatemple
b)StatetheimportanceofthetempletoIsraelites.
Definitionofatemple
ThisisabuildingdedicatedtotheworshipofGod.Solomonbuiltthetempleasa
fulfillmentofthe
promisesthatGodgavetoDavid,thathissonwouldbuildahouseforhim.
Importanceandusesofatemple
1)Itwasacentreofworship.PrayersandsacrificeswereofferedtoGodfromthe
temple.
2)ItsymbolizedthepresenceofGodamongtheIsraelites.
3)TheArkoftheCovenantwaskeptinthetempleasasymbolofGod’spresence
amonghispeople.
4)ThetempleactedasasymbolofunityinIsrael.EveryyearalltheIsraeliteshad
togotoJerusalemto
celebratesuchfeastsasthePassover,feastoftabernacles’dayofatonement.
Thisledtotheunityofthe
Israelites.
5)Dedicationofchildrenandpurificationweredoneinthetemple.
6)Itwasaresidenceforthepriest.
7)Itwasabusinesscentrewherepeopleboughtandsoldanimalsneededfor
sacrifice.
Thetempleactedasaschooltothescribes,rabbisandotherswhostudiedand
interpretedtheMosaic
Law.
9)ThetemplealsoactedasthejudicialcourtofIsrael.Judgesworkedfromthe
temple
10)Itiswherereligiousceremonieslikenamingandcircumcisionofbabyboystook
place.
11)Itwasahouseofprayer.
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Revisionquestions
a.ExplainthereasonsagainstkingshipinIsrael1Sam8:10-20
b.ExplaintheimportanceofDavidaskingofIsrael
c.HowdidJesusfulfilthepropheciesofprophetNathanasadescendantofDavid?
(i.e.areaswhere
JesusismentionedascomingfromDavid)
d.WhatarethefailuresofkingSolomon?
e.WhichleadershipqualitiescanmodernleaderslearnfromDavid?
TOPICSIX:LOYALTYTOGOD–ELIJAH
LESSONONE:EFFECTSOFIDOLATRYINISRAEL
Introduction
AfterthedeathofSolomon,thekingdomofIsraelsplitintotwocountries.the
southernkingdomcalled
JudahruledbyKingRehoboamandtheNorthernkingdomcalledIsraelledbyKing
Jeroboam.Other
kingswhoruledthesetwonationswereKingAbijah,KingAsaofJudah,andking
Nadab,Baasha,Elah,
Zimri,Omri,andAhabofIsrael.DuringthetimeofElijahkingAhabruled–Israel.
Learningoutcomes.Afterstudyingthislessononidolatry,youshould
a.StatefactorsthatledtospreadofidolatryinIsrael
b.AnalysereligiousschismbetweenJudahandIsrael
c.DescribeKingAhab’smarriagetothePhoenicianprincess(Tyre)
d.Explainthefailuretocompletelydestroytemples,andplacesofworship
e.StateeffectsofidolatryinIsrael
a.FactorsthatledtospreadofidolatryinIsrael
WhenIsraelitesintermarriedwithothercommunities,theyworshippedtheirgods.
TheBiblemakesit
clearthat
iTherewasalotofinfluencebyCanaanitereligion
iiTherewasdivision/schismofIsraelinto2kingdoms
iiiAhab’smarriedthePhoenicianprincess
ivIsraelitesdidnotdestroyallgodsaftersettlinginCanaan.
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InfluenceofthelocalCanaanitereligion
Idolatryistheworshipofidols.Anidolisanimagerepresentingagodmadeusing
preciousmaterials
suchasgold,bronze,stone,andhardwoodimageskeptintheplacesofworship.God
hadforbidden
Israelitesfrombowingdowntoimagesandworshippingidols,intermarryingwith
non-Israelites,and
makingtreaties.WhenIsraelitessettledinCanaan,theyforgotGod’s
commandments.They
intermarriedandweregreatlyinfluencedbythelocalreligion.
Israeliteschangedfrombeingpastoralisttofarmers.Theythereforeworshipped
Baalthegodofrain,
agriculturalfertility,andstorms.IsraelitesworshippedBaal,forrainfortheir
crops.TheIsraeliteswere
alsoattractedtothevisiblegodsofCanaanasopposedtotheinvisibleYahweh.
Thisishowidolatry
spreadinIsrael.HoweversomeIsraelitesmaintainedworshipofYahwehonly
(monotheistic)while
othersworshippedYahwehandBaal(syncretism).
CharacteristicsoftheCanaanitereligion.Canaanitereligionwas:
1.Polytheistic.Theyworshippedmanygods.TheIsraelitesreligionwas
monotheistic.Theyworshipped
YahwehandnootherGod.Theyabandonedtheirreligionandworshippedmanygods
likeCanaanite.
ThisinfluencedtheIsraelites.
2.Anaturereligion.Thegodswererelatedwiththeforcesofnaturesuchasrain,
sun,storms,drought,
famine,wind,wateranddeath.
3.Ensuredcontinuedfertilityofland,people,animals
4.Basedonmanyfamiliesofgods.Therewas
a.EL–Chiefgod–whowastheirfather,king,creator
b.Asherah–wifeofEl–thegoddessofmotherhoodandfertility
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c.Baal–alsoreferredtoasBaalHadad,sonofElandAsherah–thegodofrain,
agriculturalfertility,
storms
d.Astarte–wifeofBaal-thegoddessofwar
e.Anat–sisterofBaal–thegoddessofwarandlove
f.Maat–thegoddessoflove
g.Mot–mostfeared.Thegodofdrought,famineanddeath
5.Freeandtempleofprostitution.Israelitesturnedtotempleprostitution.Women
whowantedto
increasevitalityoftheirhusbandshadsexualrelationswiththemalepriestsinthe
Baaltemples.
6.Hadmanyplacesofworship.Onecouldprayinthetemple,undersacredtrees,and
ontopofthehills
amongothers.
7.Basedonofferingsandsacrificesofhumanbeings.
Exercise.StatedifferencesbetweenIsraelandCanaanitereligion
b.ReligiousschismbetweenJudahandIsrael
SchismoccurredamongtheIsraelitesbecausethereweresharpdifferenceswithin
them.These
differenceswerereligious,politicalandsocial.AfterthedeathofSolomon,the
nationofIsraelwassplit.
RehoboamruledonegroupwhiletheotherwasruledbyJeroboam.Becauseofthis
split,Jeroboam
couldnotgotoJerusalemtoworshipinthetemple.Hethussetupotherplacesof
worshiponeat
Bethel,andanotheratDan.JeroboamalsosetupimagestorepresentYahweh.
Thoughhehadno
intentionofIdolworship,itturnedouttobesobecausehemadehissubjectsto
offersacrificestothese
goldencalves,whichhehaddesignedasimagesrepresentingYahweh.Healsobuilt
placesofworshipon
hilltopsliketheCanaanites.Hechosepriestsfromotherfamiliesinadditionto
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theLeviteFamily.
Furthermore,heorganisedreligiousfestivalsandfeastsinthemonthofhischoice.
Asitwere,they
coincidedwiththeCanaanitescalendars.Hethenburntincenseatthealtarofidols.
Jeroboamtherefore
startedidolworshipandgaveroomforidolatry.Kingswhosucceededhimfollowed
thisidolworship.
c.KingAhab’smarriagetothePhoenician/Tyreprincess
AhabmarriedJezebel,thedaughteroftheKingEthbaalofSidon(Tyre)to
strengthentieswith
Tyre/Phoenicia.QueenJezebelwasambitious,andastrongfollowerofBaal
religion.Ahaballowedher
tobringhergodstoIsrael.SheforcedIsraelitestoworshipBaalandnotYahweh.
Sheimported450
prophetsofBaalandsupportedthemusingpublictreasury.Ahabbuiltatempleto
BaalInSamaria.He
alsoputupanimageofgoddess–Asherah.
d.WhenIsraelitessettledinCanaan,theydidnotdestroytemples,placesof
worship,idols,imagesthat
theyfoundthere.AsaresultCanaanite’sreligiouspracticesinfluencedIsraelites’
worshipofYahweh
leadingtoidolatry.
TheeffectsofidolatryharmedIsraelitesas:
1)Syncretismdeveloped.Thiswasaprocessofmixingbeliefsandpracticesfrom
differentreligions.
IsraelitesworshippedYahwehandthegodsofCanaan.
2)FormerplacesofworshipfortheCanaanitegodswereusedasplacesof
worshipforYahweh
3)TheCanaaniteagriculturalcalendarwasadoptedbyIsraelites
4)NamesoftheCanaanitegodswereusedforYahweh.Forexample,ELwas
referredtoasYahweh
5)ParentsbegannamingtheirchildrenafterBaal.
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6)FeastsandcelebrationswerechangedtocorrespondwiththoseofCanaanites
whentheycelebrated
theirfeasts.
7)KingAhabdeclaredworshipofBaalasthestatereligion
QueenJezebelorderedthedestructionofthealtarsofYahweh
9)ProphetsofYahwehwerekilled.Elijahwentintohiding.
10)The450prophetsofBaalweremadetheofficialsoftheroyalcourtinorder
topromoteandprotect
Baalreligion
11)IsraelstartedtoexperiencelongdroughtsbecauseYahwehwithdrewhis
blessings.ThismadeIsrael
worshippersofEl
LESSONTWO:ELIJAH’SFIGHTAGAINSTCORRUPTIONANDFALSERELIGION
INISRAEL
Learningoutcomes.AfterstudyingElijah,youshould
a.DescribethecontestatMountCarmel
b.ExplainhowElijahfoughtagainstcorruption
c.ExplaintherelationshipbetweenAhabandNaboth
d.DescribeGod’ssentencetoAhab.
e.RelateElijah’sencounterwithYahwehatMt.Horeb
f.Identifyformsofcorruption
a)ThecontestatMountCarmel(1King18:17–46).Carmelreferstothevineyardof
theLord.KingAhab
broughttroubletoIsraelbecauseofworshippingtheidolsofBaal.Elijahtold
Ahabthattheproblems
IsraelwasfacingwereduetoworshipofBaal,
Thedecision.ElijahrequestedkingAhabtocallameetingatMtCarmel.In
attendancewouldbeall
Israelites,450prophetsofBaal,and400prophetsofthegoddessAsherahwho
weresupportedby
QueenJezebelandElijah
ElijahtoldIsraelitesitwasdecisiontime.TheyhadtochoosetheirGod.Wouldit
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beYahweh,theGodof
IsraelorBaalthegodofJezebelofPhoenician/Tyre.IfitwastobeBaal,then
theyweretoldtofollow
him,iftheyselectYahwehastheirGodthentheyweretofollowhim(1kings18vs.
21).
Thechoice.ElijahproposedacontestbetweenhimandBaalprophets.Heaskedfor
twobullsonefor
him,theotherfor450prophetsofBaal.Thecontestwaswhocanlightfire?
YahwehorBaal?He
proposedthatBaalprophetsandhimselfbegiveneachabullock.Bothshallcutthe
bullintopiecesand
putthemonwoodwithoutlightingfire.TheBaalprophetsshallpraytotheirgod
andElijahshallprayto
theLord.Theonewhosendsfiretoconsumethesacrifices..heisGod.Thepeople
ofIsraelaccepted
Elijah’sproposal.
Actions.TheprophetsofBaalprayedfirstbecausetheyweremany.Theytookthe
bull,prepareditand
prayedtoBaaluntilnoon(vs.26).Theyprayedlouder,andcutthemselveswith
knivesanddaggers;but
therewerenoanswer.TheprophetsofBaalkeptonrantingandravinguntilevening
buttherewasno
answer(vs.29).
Elijahaskedpeopletogathernearhim.HepreparedthealtaroftheLordtorepair
work.Hetook12
stonesrepresentingthe12tribesofIsrael(whowerenamedafterthe12sonsof
JacoborIsrael)and
usedthemtorebuildthealtar.Hethendugatrencharoundthealtar.Thistrench
couldhold14litresof
water.Heplacedthewoodonthealtar;cutthebullintopiecesandlaidthemonthe
wood.Heaskedfor
fourbarrelsofwaterandpoureditontheofferingandwood.Hepouredwateron
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thealtarthreetimes
untilthewateroverflowed,runaroundthealtarandfilledthetrenches.Elijahthen
calledontheLord
“OLord,theGodofAbraham,…provenowthatyouaretheGodofIsraelandthat
amyourservantand
havedoneallthisatyourcommand”(vs.29).
TheLordsentfiredownanditburntupthesacrifice,wood,stones,anddustand
lickedupthewater
thatwasinthetrench.Whenpeoplesawthis,theyproclaimed‘TheLord,isGod;the
LordaloneisGod”.
ElijahaskedpeopletoarresttheprophetsofBaal,ledthemdowntotheriver
Kishonandkilledthem.
AndafterthistherewasraininIsrael(vs.40).
LessonslearntfromMt.Carmel.IsraelitesacknowledgedthatYahwehis:
iIstheironlyGodandthatBaalwasnotGod
iiIspowerful
iiiIsamercifulGod
ivIsajealousGodasHewillhavenoothergodsbuthim
vIsaGodofjusticewhopunishesidolatersandsinners
viAnswersprayer
viiIsaforgivingtrueGod
viiiProtectshisservants
b)Elijah’sfightagainstcorruption(1Kings21:1–29)
Corruptionisdefinedasdishonesty.It’saformofinjusticewhendealingwith
eitheranindividualorthe
communityforselfishgainandbenefit.Inacorruptsocietypeopleinleadershipor
withwealthtake
advantageoftheweak,andthepoor.Thepowerfulexploitthepoorandthe
powerlessbydenyingthem
theirrights.AnexampleofcorruptioninIsraelisthestoryoftheNaboth’s
Vineyard.
Naboth’svineyard.AhabwantedNabothtoeitherselltohimhisvineyardor
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exchangeitwithanother
vineyard.Nabothrefusedtosellhisinheritance.Jezebel,onseeingthatAhabwas
sorrowfultoldhim
thatshewillgethimNaboth’svineyard.JezebelsentoutlettersinAhab’snameto
theeldersofthecity.
ShefoundtwowitnesseswhocouldbearwitnessthatNabothhadblasphemedGod
andkingAhab.
WitnessestestifiedthatNabothhadblasphemedGod.Hewasstonedtodeath.
GodthensentElijahto
meetwithAhabashewenttopossessthevineyardofNaboth.
God’ssentencetoAhab.GodpronouncedtoAhabthroughElijahthat(1)dogsshall
lickhisownblood
fromtheplacewheredogslickedthebloodofNaboth(2)Hissonsshallbekilled(3)
Dogsshalleat
JezebelbythewallofJezreel(4)EvilshallbebroughtuponAhab’shouse.
ThiswasbecauseAhabhadbrokenthesecommandments:
The6thcommandment–whichforbidsmurder
The9thcommandmentwhichforbidsbearingoffalsewitness.Ahaballowedhis

wifetobearfalse
witnessagainstNaboth
10thCommandments–youshallnotcovetyourneighbor’sproperty.

Elijah’sencounterwithYahwehatMt.Horeb(Mr.Sinai)1Kings19
AfterkillingtheprophetsofBaal,ElijahwasthreatenedbyJezebel.Shevowedto
killhim.Elijahran
awaytothewilderness.TheangelofGodfedhimwithaloafofbreadandajarof
water.Aftereating
anddrinkingElijahwalkedtoMt.Sinai–theholymountainofGod.Hestayedthere
for40daysand40
nights.InthemountainGodappearedtohim.
Therewasastrongwind,anearthquake,afirebuttheLordwasnotinthem.Thenthe
lordspoketo
Elijahinastillsmallvoice.GodtoldElijah“returnandanointHazaelaskingof
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Syria,Jehuaskingof
Israel,andanointElishaasaprophetandyoursuccessor.
Self-assessmentquestion.HowcanChristianshelpreducecorruptioninKenya?
Answer
Firstistorecognizethevariousformsofcorruptionlike:tribalism,bribery,
cheatinginbusiness,stealing,
misuseofpublicfunds,grabbingpublicland,robberywithviolenceanddishonesty
Self-assessmentquestion.HowcanChristiansfightcorruption?Christianscan
fightcorruptionby:
a).Employinglifeskills
a)Applyingtheircriticalthinking.Thisistheabilitytomakeappropriatedecisions;
byweighinginthe
consequencesofactionsbeforetakingdecisions.
b)Creativethinkingandbeingimaginative.Thisistheabilitytoexplorenewways
ofhandlingissues,
c)Decisionmakingwhichistheabilitytomaketherightchoices
d)Assertiveness.Thisistheabilitytoexpressonesopinionwithconfidence
e)Prayingforthecorrupttochangetheirbehaviour
f)Settingagoodexamplebyactingasagoodrolemodel
g)Educatingpeopleontheevilsofcorruption
h)Reportingthosewhoareengagedincorruptdealings/practicestotherelevant
authorities.
i)Obeyingthelawsofthesociety/country
Votingformorallyuprightleaders.
LESSONTHREE:REASONSWHYELIJAHFACEDDANGERANDHOSTILITYASA
PROPHETOFGOD
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshall
a.ExplainwhyElijah,facedhostility
b.ShowrelevanceofElijah’spropheticmissiontoChristianitytoday
It’snoteasyforapersontoopposethegovernmentanditspolicies.Theperson
normallyfacesdanger
andhatred.ElijahfacedhostilityfromKingAhab,hiswifeJezebelandthe450
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prophetsofBaal.
Elijahfacedhostilitybecause
a.HepronouncedathreeyearsdroughtinIsrael,whichbroughtsufferings.
b.Heputtodeath450prophetsofBaal
c.HeboldlycondemnedkingAhabfortakingawayNaboth’svineyard
d.Hepreachedatatimewhentherewasidolatry,andBaalwastheofficialreligion
inIsrael
e.HeidentifiedhimselfwithYahwehinthemidstofprosecutionofGod’sprophets
byJezebel.
RelevanceofElijah’spropheticmissiontoChristianstoday
LessonsChristianslearnfromthelifeofElijah
1)Elijahwascourageous.Churchleadersshouldremaincourageousandcondemnany
formofsocial
injustice
2)ModernChristianslearntoremainfaithfultoGodthroughwordanddeedeven
ifitwouldcostthem
theirlives
3)AsGodhelpedElijahindifficulttimeshewillalsohelptheChristianshence
theyshouldnotdespair.
4)ElijahwasamanofprayerChristiansshouldpraytoGodalways.
5)Christiansshouldadvocatefortherightsofthepoorandspeakoutagainstany
formofoppression.
6)Christiansshouldnotgivefalseevidenceagainsttheirneighbours
7)ChristiansshouldbepersistentlikeElijahwasintheirstruggleagainstinjustice
GodcommunicatedwithElijahinastillsmallvoiceindicatinghisintimacywiththe
prophet.Thismeans
thatGodisabletoestablishanintimaterelationshipwithhisfaithful.
Reviewquestions
a)DescribethequalitiesofElijahthatledtohisachievements
b)Whatisschismandsyncretism
c)WhataresomeofthecharacteristicsofElijahthatamodernChristianshould
strivetoemulate?
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d)WhataretheeffectsofidolatryinIsraeltoday?
e)DescribeElijah’sfightagainstfalsereligioninIsrael
f)DescribeElijah’sfightagainstcorruption1kings21
g)WhatcanChristianslearnfromtheteachingsofElijah?
TOPICSEVEN:SELECTEDASPECTSOFAFRICANRELIGIOUSHERITAGE.
Introduction
AllTraditionalAfricanCommunitiesbelieveinaSupremeBeingwhoistheorigin
andsustainerofall
things:Heisthecreatoroftheuniversityandallthatitcontains.
AllAfricansagreethatnobodyhaseverseenGod.Therefore,nobodycanreally
describeHim,yet
throughtheirreligiousinsights,Africanshaveformulatedidealaboutthenature
ofGod.Theseideas
concernHisrealbeingandHisactivities.
“Traditionalreligion”referstoAfricanculturethatexistedinthesub–Saharan
Africa.Africantraditional
culturehadnoscripturesortextsbecausemostofitwasoral.Itwaspreservedand
handeddownfrom
generationtogeneration-throughoraltraditions;ceremonies;rituals,andleading
personalities.
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthistopic,youshouldbeableto
a)ExplainandappreciatetheAfricanconceptofGodspiritsandancestors
b)IdentifyattributesofGod
c)ExplaintheAfricanunderstandingofthehierarchyofbeings
d)DescribetheroleofGod,spiritsandancestors
e)ExplaintheresponsibilitiesofthelivingtowardsGod,spiritsandancestors
f)DescribethetraditionalAfricanwayofworshippingGod,veneratingand
communicatingwiththe
ancestorsandspirits.
LESSONONE:AFRICANCONCEPTOFGOD,SPIRITSANDANCESTORS
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould
a.DescribetheAfricanconceptofhis/herreligion
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b.StateattributesofGod
c.Drawadiagramshowinghierarchyofbeings
Africansbelievedinexistenceofasupremebeingwholivedinmountains,clouds
andthesky.Godwas
thecreatoroftheuniverse.InAfricantraditions,religionwasintegratedinevery
aspectoflifeanddaily
activities.Forexample,farmingactivitiesinvolvedGod,spiritsandancestors.
PeoplewouldpraytoGod,
spiritsancestorssoastoaskforblessingsinordertohaveagoodharvest.
Livestockkeepersbelieved
thatfertilityoftheiranimalsisaresultoftheblessingsofGod.IfGodwas
appeased,animalswould
increase.
Naturalphenomenasuchasthunder,lightning,rain;goodharvest,andbirthwere
linkedtotheSupreme
Beingandtheinvisibleworld.Iftherewerecalamitiessuchasdrought,disease,
famine,anddeath,it
wasanindicationthatGod,spiritsandancestorsweredispleasedwithhumankind.
Manycommunities
haveinvocationsutteredthroughouttheday
NatureorAttributesofgod
Godisdescribedwithmanynames,whichareGod’sattributes.Theseareamong
others:
a)GodisGood–Nearlyall-AfricancommunitiesdescribeGodasbeinggoodtoall
peopleandthings.He
givesrain,sunshineandlifeamongmanyothergifts.
b)Godismerciful.TheAkambarefertoGodas“Godofpity”,the‘mercifulone’.
Godshowsmercyin
timesofdanger,illness,difficultyoranxiety.
c)Godisholy.Heispure,holyanddoesnotmakemistakes.YorubacallhimGodwho
ispure,without
blemish.TheKikuyusayGodis“Possessorofwhiteness”andtheBukusu–‘master
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whitewash’.African
traditionsallapproachGodwithreverence,fear,respectandhonor.Forexample
whenoffering
sacrifices,theywouldofferaone-colouranimaleitherwhite,black,orbrownand
notaspottedanimal.
d)Godispowerfuli.e.Omnipotent.Godisdescribedasalmighty.Hispoweris
expressedinnatural
occurrenceslikethunder,lighting,earthquakes,rains,andfloods.
e)Godisallknowing(Omniscient).Godknewallthings;nothingcanbehiddenfrom
him.Hediscerns
hearts.
f)Godisallpresent(Omnipresent).Heispresenteverywhereintheuniverse
g)Godislimitless.Godhasnolimit.Heisbothveryfarandverynear,beyondand
within.
h)Godistranscendent.Godcannotbeexhaustedbyhumanimagination.Heis
unexplainable,beyond
humanexperienceandunderstanding.
i)Godisallunderstanding
j)Godisself–existent.Hemadeallthingsbuthehimselfisnotmade.Heexistson
hisown.Zuluexplain
thatGodis‘hewhoisofhimself.
k)GodisaspiritHeisinvisible,andeverlasting..ShillukofSudanrefertohimas
‘greatspirit’‘the
formlessspirit.
l)Godiseverlasting.Godiseternal,neverchanges,andneverdies.TheYorubacall
him”themighty
immovablerockthatneverdies.
m)GodisGodcreatedthecreator.TheworldKikuyucallhim“Mumbi”
n)Godisjust.KikuyurefertoGodas“Mugai”meaning“divider”.‘Onewhoshares
out’.Godjudges
fairly,punishesthosewhodowrongandrewardsthegoodwithblessings.
o)Godistheprovider.AllcommunitiesacknowledgethatGodprovidesthemwith
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everythingtheyhave.
AfricansbuiltrepresentationofthepowerofGod.Theyidentifiedsites,places
andthingsthat
representedthepresenceandpowerofGod.Forexamplethingslikebigtrees,
thickforest,high
mountains,uniquerockformationsandlargeriversandanimals.Intheseplacesthey
builtsites,and
shrines.Shrineswereregardedasholyandpeopleapproachedthemwithreverence
Spirits.TheywerebelievedtoexistbetweenGodandhumanbeingsintheuniverse.
Spiritswerediverse
andcreatedbyGod.Somespiritsweredeadhumanbeings.Spiritsweredividedinto
nature,sky,earth
andhumanspiritsthatwereeitherlongdead(ghosts)orrecentlydead(ancestors).
Thereweredifferenttypesofspirits.Thesewere:
a.Divinities.ThesearespiritscreatedbyGod.TheyareclosetoGodandactashis
agents.Theyarein
chargeofnaturalphenomenalikethesun,moonandstars.Theyareintermediaries
betweenGodand
ancestralspirits,humanbeingsandothercreatures.TheyrevealGod’splansthrough
divinersand
mediums
b.Humanspirits/commonspirits.Theseareinferiortodivinitiesbuthigherthan
humankind.Theyare
remainsofhumanbeingsaftertheirdeath.Thesespiritsmonitorhumanactivities.
Humanspiritshave
losttheirnamesandarenotlongerrememberedbytheliving.Theyarebelievedto
liveintheunder
world,undergrounds,inthickbushes,forests,rivers,mountains,lakes,skies,and
cavesamongother
places.Thesespiritscanbringharmtothelivingifdisrespected.Theyappearto
peopleindreamsorin
formofshadows.Theycanalsoenterorpossessapersonandcauseabnormalities.
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3.Ancestors/livingdead
Thesearespiritsoftherecentlydead.Theyarerememberedbythelivingwhen
childrenarenamed
afterthem.Theyareactivelyinvolvedinthelivesandactivitiesoftheliving.
Theirofferings(foodor
drink)arepouredonthegroundforthemtoreceive.
Ancestorsareinaperiodoftransitionbetweenthelivingandthehigher
categories.Theyarebelievedto
knowtheproblemsofthelivingandthereforeconsultedconstantly.Theyarealso
associatedwithevil
suchasrevengeforburyingthemwithouthonor,ornotfollowingtheinstructions
theygavebeforethey
diedorfailingtopourthemlibations.Whentheyarehappywiththeliving,theyare
asourceof
blessings.Ancestorswhodidevilthingsorcommittedsuicideareforgottenand
ignored.
Hierarchyofbeings.Hierarchymeanstheorderorrankingfromthehighesttothe
lowestofcreated
beings.Atthetopis
Divinities

Ancestors

HumanBeings

AnimalsandPlants

Non-livingThings
LESSONTWO:THEROLEOFGOD,SPIRITSANDANCESTORS
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson:-
a.WriteadescriptionofGodfromanAfricanperspective
Godisthecreator.TheAkambacommunitybelievedthatGodwhomtheycalled
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Mulungucreatedman
andwoman.Hethentossedthemtotheearth.TheLuhyaclaimGodcreatedthem
fromtheblack
topsoilhencetheirskincomplexion.
Godisthesourceoflifeandgiveroflife.BarrenwomenpraytoGodtoaskfor
children.Humanbeings
dependonGodforlife,rain,air,andsunshine.
Godistheprovider.Hegavedomesticanimalstohumanbeingsfortheiruse.
Domesticanimalshave
manyusessuchasrepaymentofdowry,food,andsacrificestoGod,paymentofa
finebyanoffender.
Manywildanimalsareusedinfolksongsandtalestodiscouragecowardice,and
laziness
Godisaprotectorofhumanbeingsfromevil.
Godisthegiverofmorallawsandajudgeofpeople
Godofferssolutionstoman’sproblemsthroughmediums,andprophets
Godgivespowertothespecialistssuchasmedicinemen,womenandpriests.
Godpunishespeopleforwrongdoing
Wildanimalssuchashyenaareusedinfolkstoriestodiscouragecowardice.
Storiesoftortoiseillustrate
theimportanceofbeingslowbutsure.Snakesinsomecommunitiessuchasthe
Luhyawerenotkilled.
Thecommunitybelievedsnakeswereimmortalancestorscomingtovisittheliving.
Plantswereusedasfoodforpeopleandanimals.Treeswereusedforfueland
buildingmaterials.Some
treeswereusedassacredplacesofworship.
Non-livingthingssuchastherain,rocks,andrivershadareligiousimportance.Rain
isseenasablessing
fromGod.Whenrainfails,diviner/rainmakerwasconsulted.Rocks,andmountains
werebelievedtobe
dwellingplacesfortheliving,thedeadandthespirits.
Thespiritswereviewedasneithergoodnorevil.Humanbeingsfearedthem.Their



lydiaakama2@gmail.com

Page|70

Formorehighschoolnotes,setbooks,guidebooks,CPA,CIFA,IT,ICT&otherE-materials

WhatsApp0716953563

rolesweremany.
They;
iAppearedindreamsespeciallytodiviners,priests,medicinemenandwomen,and
rainmakerstorelay
information
iiWereconsultedbyreligiousspecialiststofindthecauseofaprobleminagiven
situation.
iiiWerebad(naughty)spirits,whichdisturbedpeople.Africancommunities
believedthatbadsprits
couldcalloutone’snamebutonturningthere’snoone.
ivWeremanipulatedbysomehumanbeingstocauseharmtoothers
vRelayedGod’smessagestohumanbeings.
viSometimespossessedapersoncausingthepersontobesentawayfromthe
villagetotheforest,ora
wayfromhome.
viiActedasintermediariesbetweenhumans,’divinitiesandGod.
Roleofancestorsisto:-
1)Appeartofamiliesindreams,andvisions.
2)Givefamilyinstructionsi.e.whatshouldbedone.
3)Rebukethosewhofailtohonorthemandwarnthemofimpendingpunishment
4)ActasmediatorsbetweenthelivingandGod.
5)Enquireaboutfamilyaffairsastheyconsideredasmembersofthefamily
6)Requestforsacrificeofananimalwhichisslaughteredforthem
7)Causeillnessormentaldisturbancetomembersofafamilyiftheyare
disregardedordisobeyed.
Preservethecultureofacommunity
9)Welcomethosewhodietothespiritworld.
LESSONTHREE:RESPONSIBILITYOFTHELIVINGTOWARDSGOD,SPIRITS,
ANDANCESTORS
Learningoutcome.Afterstudyingthislesson,youshould
a.StateresponsibilitiesofthelivingtoGod,spirits,andancestors
b.Explainthevariousformsofworship
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Responsibilitiesoflivinginclude
HumanbeingsareexpectedtoworshipGod,spiritsandancestorsandshow(i)
reverenceandrespector
venerationtoGod.Theyarealsoexpectedto(i)pray(ii)singand(iii)dance.
Worship.ThisisourmajorresponsibilityasGodexpectsustomeetand
communicatewiththespiritual
worldandGod.ThereareseveralwaysofworshippingGod.Theseincludeamong
others:
(a)Sacrificesandofferings.Sacrificesincludesheddingofbloodofanimalsand
birds.Offeringsareinthe
formoffoodstuffs,milk,waterandhoney.GodwasworshippedbecauseHeis
recognizedasthe
absoluteowneroflifeandproperty.WealsoworshipGodinorderto(i)invoke
Himforspecialblessings
(ii)thankHim(iii)expressourpersonalfellowshipandcommunionwithGod(iv)
avertorpreventevil.
Evilsbringaboutepidemics,famine,floods,anddrought.
(b)Singinganddancing.AfricansworshippedGodthroughsinging,dancing,clapping
ofhands,
drumming,anduseofmusicalinstruments.
(c)Prayers,invocationsandblessings.
Prayerswereaccompaniedwithsacrificesorofferings.Communityleadersprayed
toGod,spiritsand
ancestors.
(d)Invocationsareshortenedformofprayerse.g.“HelpmeohGod”‘OhgreatGod”.
Theseareprayers
atthespurofthemoment.Theyarefewwordsfullofmeaningandcallingforhelp
formGod.
(e)Formalblessings.Anelderorolderpersongaveblessings.Itisbelievedthatthe
personblessingthe
otheroneisdoingsoonbehalfofGod.
(f)Venerations.Africanstreatedtheirancestorswithgreatrespectandhonor.
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Theyforexample
worshipedancestorsdaily.Worshippingincludedplacingfoodorpouringlibation
ofbeer,milk,water
andhoneyforthespirits.Asthisactwasdone,theyutteredwordstoaccompany
theofferings.Libations
weredonedailybysomecommunities.
(g).Ancestorswerehonoredby:
MentioningtheirnamesatprayerswasofferedtoGod.
Namingchildrenafterthem.
Invitingthemtoparticipateinfamilyceremoniesandrituals.Forexampleduring

birth,andinitiation.
Maintainingtheirgraveswell.
Givingthedeadadecentburial

Communicationwithspirits
Divinersandmediumstalkwith‘spirits”.Todoso,theysitquietlyinaplace;
singing,dancingand
clappingtheirhands.Astheydance,sitandsing,divinerslosetheirsensesandget
possessedbythe
spirit.Thespiritsspeakgivethemmessagesforindividualsandcommunities.
Spiritscommunicateon
issuessuchas(i)lostproperty(ii)revealingbynametheenemyinthesociety(iii)
makingdemandson
theliving(iv)givingadvice(v)givingwarningsonimpendingdangerand(vi)making
promisestoblessa
familyorclan.Spiritsthatpossessmediumsarenotharmful.
Therearebadevilspiritsharmfultopeoplewhomtheypossess.Someevilspirits
cutthemselves;others
throwthemselvesintoafire,river,andlake.
Revisionquestions
a)ExplainAfricanbeliefsaboutgod(orqualities)
b)DescribetheAfricanunderstandingofthehierarchyofbeing
c)Describetheroleoftheancestorstotheliving
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d)WhatwastheresponsibilityofthelivingtowardsGod?
e)DescribetheT.A.waysofworshippingGod.
TOPICEIGHT:AFRICANMORALANDCULTURALVALUES
LearningOutcomes
Bytheendofthetopic,youshouldbeableto
aExplainthemeaningoflifeanditswholenessinthetraditionalAfricansociety
bExplaintheAfricanconceptofcommunityandkingshipsystem
cOutlinethefactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutualresponsibilityinthe
Africancommunities
dDescriberitesofpassageandtheirroleinculcatingmoralvaluesinthe
traditionalAfricansociety
eExplaintheroleofreligiousspecialistandtheirrelevanceinmodernsociety
fExplaintheAfricanmoralvalues
gDiscussandevaluatecontinuityandchangeintheAfricanunderstandingof
leisure,dress,oldage,
widows,orphans,dowry,community,land,medicine,worshipandproperty.
LESSONONE:MEANINGOFLIFEANDITSWHOLENESSINTHETRADITIONAL
AFRICANSOCIETY
Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthelessonyoushouldbeableto:-
1.DescribethemeaningandwholenessoflifeinthetraditionalAfricansociety
2.DescribetheAfricanunderstandingofacommunity
LifeoriginatesfromGodanditprogressfromonestagetoanotherwithacertain
rhythmeachperson
hastofollow.Eachstageoflifeismarkedbyritesofpassage.Lifeiscontinuous
andunending.Each
personisexpectedtovaluelifeandtoberesponsible.Lifeinvolvessharing.Itis
immoraltobegreedy
andselfcentred.Peoplearetobehospitable,warmandcaringtowardotherpeople.
Unityandharmony
aretobeupheld.Lifeisviewedaswholeonlyifapersonwentthroughallthe
stagesorritesofpassage
Lifewaspropagatedthroughbearingchildren.Lifecannotbedividedintoreligious
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andsecular.Every
elementoflifehasareligiousmeaning.Lifeiscommunal.Lifewascelebratedat
everystage.Everyone
dependsonothers.Labourwasdivided.Thereweredutiesformen,childrenand
women.
InAfricantraditionalsociety,humanlifeisprecious.Murderwascondemned
harshly.Suicidewas
consideredtheworstthinganyonecoulddo.Itwasseenasacurseonthefamily.If
onediedat
childhood,itwasregardedasabortion.Deathdidnotmarktheendoflife.Deathis
referredtoas‘saying
goodbyetofood”,“sleeping,”“goinghome”,“beingcalledbytheancestors”.
Africanconceptofacommunity
Acommunityisagroupofpeoplewhoshareacommonlanguage,religion,and
cultureandmaylivein
thesamegeographicallocation.Thisgroupofpeopleoranethnicgroupshares
commoninterestsand
characteristics.Forexample,Africancommunities:
Sharecommonfeatures,andinterests
Havethesameoriginandarelikelytoberelatedbyblood.
Shareacommonlanguage.
Livetogetherandinhabitthesamegeographicallocation.
Aredividedintosmallerunitscalledclans

Aclanismadeupofpeoplewhohavethesameforefather.Aclaniscomposedof
families.Afamilyis
madeupofmembers(livingordead)whoarerelatedbybloodandmarriage.Family
memberstherefore
includetheancestorsandtheunborn.
LESSONTWO:KINSHIPSYSTEMINAFRICANCOMMUNITIES
Learningoutcomes.AfterstudyingAfricankinshipsysteminAfricancommunities,
youshouldbeableto:
a.Explaintheimportanceofkinshipsystem
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b.Givefactorsthatcontributetoharmonyandmutualresponsibility
Kinshipreferstotherelationshipsbetweenpeople.Thesecanbebyblood,marriage
oradoption.People
thatbelongtothesamekinshipsystemarereferredtoaskin.
Importanceofkinshipsystemandties
KinshiprelationshipswereandstillareimportantamongAfricancommunities.This
isbecausethese
ties:
iProvidedcompany.Thisensuredthatpeoplewerenotlonely.
iiProvidedasenseofbelongingwhichoneofthehumanneeds.Weallwantto
belong
iiiControlledsocialrelationshipsbetweenpeoplerelatedbybloodormarriage.
ivPromotedmutualresponsibilityandhelp
vEnhancedasenseofsecuritywhichisahumanneed
viRegulatedmaritalcustoms,rulesandregulations.
viiEnabledpeopletolivepeacefullyandinharmony.
viiiBindthecommunitytogetherenhancingsocialcohesionandloyaltytoeach
other
ixFacilitatedcareforthedisadvantagedmembersofcommunity.
xEnsuredthatallmembersofthecommunityarehaveknowledgeofcommunity
beliefsandpractices
xiProvidedapeacefulwayofsettlingdisputes.
xiiProvidedmechanismsforproperinheritanceofpropertyforexampleland.
FactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutualresponsibilityinAfricancommunities.
Thesearemany.
Someofthemare(i)ritesofpassage(2)goodmorals(3)participationincommunal
activitiessuchas
ceremonies,work,leisureactivitiesandworship(4)sharingofpropertyandideas
(5)divisionoflabour.
Tasksweredistributedaccordingtoone’sage,genderandstatus.(6)rules/social
normsregulatedhow
peoplegrewup;knowingwhatiswrongandright.Goodmoralshelppeopletolivein
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peaceand
harmony
LESSONTHREE:RITESOFPASSAGE
Learningoutcomes.Iexpectyoutoreadthislessonand
a.Namethemainstagesofhumanlife
b.Explaintheriteofcircumcisioninyourcommunity
c.Narrateinitiationrituals
d.Discusstheimportanceofmarriageinyourcommunitywithpeers
e.Statetheimportanceoffuneralandburialrites.
IntraditionalAfricansociety,therewerefourmainstagesoflife.Thesewere(i)
birthandnaming(ii)
initiation(iii)marriageand(iv)oldageanddeath
Birthandnaming
Whenawomanconceived,andpregnancywasvisible,shewastreatedspecially.
Sheworecharmsto
keepawayevileyes.Sheatespecialfoodandavoidedsexualrelations.Thefamily
andhusbanddidnot
expecthertoperformheavytask.Whenshewasreadytodeliver,midwives
helpedindelivery.After
delivery,theplacentawasseenasasignoffertilityhenceitwasburiedinthe
fertilelandsuchasa
bananaplantation.Somecommunitiespreservedplacentawhileothersthrewitinto
arunningstream.
Birth
Thearrivalofababyanditssexwasannouncedthroughululationsorshouts.The
placentawasdisposed
offceremoniously.Themotherwaspurifiedandbabyprotectionriteswere
conducted.Oncepurified,a
mothercouldwearcharmstoprotectherselfandthebabyfrommaliciousspirits,
sorcery,witchcraft,
andevileyes.
ThanksgivingceremonieswereperformedtoshowgratitudetoGod.Thehairofthe
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motherandchild
wasshavedasasignofpurificationandnewnessoflife.
Naming
Namingofbabieswascarefullychosen.Ababycouldbenamedaftereithera
season,weather,
ancestors,placeortimeofdelivery,occasion,experienceofmotherduring
delivery,significanceevents
suchaswar,anddrought,personalityofthechild,andnamesofheroesandgods.A
goodexampleisthe
name‘Were’amongsttheLuhya.
Twinshadspecialnames.
Initiation–thesecondriteofpassage.
Thereweredifferenttypesofinitiationssuchascircumcisionforboysand
clitorisdectomyforgirls,
excisionofteethandbodymarks.Initiationriteswereimportantandevery
individualwasexpectedto
gothroughthemorberenderedanoutcast.Initiationpracticeswereseenastests
forcourageand
bravery.Theyhelpedthecommunitieswhenidentifyingfutureleadersandwarriors.
Initiationwasveryimportantincommunitieswhereitwaspracticed.Initiation
markedatransitionfrom
childhoodtoadulthood.Inthistransition,theinitiateacquirednewrights,new
statusinlife,and
privileges.Forexamplethenewinitiateswereallowedtomarry,ownproperty,and
inheritthefather’s
property.Inadditiontheinitiatesreceivedspecializededucation.Theywere
taughthowtobehaveas
adults,warriors,futurehusbandsandparents.
Theeducationbroughtfamilies,relativesandfriendstogether.Thisact
strengthenedkinshipties.Italso
preparedtheinitiatestofacethedifficultiesandchallengesofadultlife.In
addition,initiationhelpedto
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structurethecommunity.Initiationwasprogrammedtofitanageset;anditmarked
passageofspecific
time.Thuseachinitiationceremonywasheldregularly,normallybetween16–21
yearsofage.Ifyou
calculate,youcanseethat16to21yearsintroducedanewagesetorgroupof
youngpeople.Theage
setheldpowerfor16to21yearsandhandedovertothenewgeneration.Initiation
wasthereforea
markofidentity.Itgavetheinitiateasenseofbelonging.Itbondedtheinitiates
togetherwiththe
ancestors.
Initiationritualsarenotpopulartodayastheywereinthepast.Thisisbecause
manycommunitieshave
undergonesocialandculturalchangesbecauseofmoderneducation.Asaresult
somefamiliestake
theirsonstohospitalstobecircumcisedtopreventHIV/AIDsandtoavoid
infectionsbecauseof
unhygienictraditionalinitiationpractices.
Otherreasonsare(i)urbanizationandmigration,(ii)individualization(iii)
Christiansreligiousvalues.
Thesehavemadesomecommunitiesabandonsomeritese.g.clitorisdectomyand(iv)
somecountries
havemadegirl’scircumcisionillegalandanissueofhumanandhealthrights.
Attitudetobirthandnaming
Therehasbeenachangeinattitudetobirthandnaming.Thisisbecauseinitiationis
nolongera
communitybutafamilyaffair.Inaddition,pregnantwomenattendantenatalclinics.
Majorityof
pregnantwomengivebirthinhospitalsandhealthcentres.Thusadoctorandnota
midwifeannounce
thesexofthebaby.Inmodernsociety,themotherandchildarenolongersecluded.
Lastlymostparents
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preferwesternnamesfortheirbabies.
Marriagewasarequirementforallmembersofthecommunity.Itwasasourceof
statusinthe
community.Sincealeaderhadtobemarried.
Youngmenandwomenmarriedafterinitiation.Marriagewasahappyoccasionanda
sourceofwealth.
Thefathergaveyounginitiatessomeanimalsfordowry.Fathersofgirlsreceived
dowrypayments,as
bridepricewasmandatory.Itwasgiventotheparentsofthegirlinformof(a)
Cows(b)Goats(c)
Camels(d)Jewellery(e)Poultry.Theyoungmeninheritedthefather’sproperty.
Importanceofdowry.Dowryunifiedthecommunity.Whenyoungwomenwere
married,theirparents
losttheirlabour.Dowrypaymentscompensatedforthisloss.Menpaiddowryasa
signofcommitment
totheirwifeandparents.
Importanceofmarriage
Marriagewassacred.ItwasandordainedbyGod.Marriagecreatednewsocial
relationshipsand
expandedwebofkinships.Duringthemarriageceremoniesthewholecommunity
rejoiced,andfeasted
together.Thenewlymarriedcouplelearntnewknowledgeandskills.Thecommunity
andsociety
respectedthenewlymarriedcouple.Childrenbornfromthisunionpropagatedand
ensuredcontinuity
offamily,andthecommunity.
Moderncommunityandmarriage.Therehasbeenachangeinattitudetowards
marriage.Asaresult:
marriageisnolongerseenassacredanddivorceiscommon.Inaddition,dowryhas
been
commercialized,asitisnolongerseenasimportant.Someyoungmendonotpay
dowry.Infact
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marriageisnolongerseenasasignofstatus
Childrenwereimportantinmarriage.Barrenwomenwerefrownedupon.Polygamy
solvedissuesof
childlessness.CoupleswithoutchildrencannowadoptthemfromtheChild
Welfaresociety.
Divorce.Thiswasveryrare.Ithappenedonlyifthegirl(i)wasnotavirgin(ii)
practicedwitchcraft(iii)
anddidnotshowrespecttowardsherhusband.
Oldageanddeath.Thisistheageofwisdom.Oldpeoplewererespected.Greyhair
wasasignofrespect
andwisdom.Inallculture,theelderswerethecustodiansofthelaw,normsand
regulations.Socialand
religiousspecialistswereseers,rainmakers,priests,diviners,andmedicinemen
amongothers
Death.Oldageisfollowedbydeath.Itwasseenasatransitionintothespiritual
life.Besidesoldage,
manyculturesbelievedthatdeathwasduetoeitherbreakingofthetraditional
customsandtaboos,
curses,evilspirits,witchcraft,war,diseasesandepidemics.Burialriteswere
performedinmanyAfrican
communities.
Disposingofthedeadbody.Severalmethodswereusedtodisposethebody.These
wereburials,leaving
bodiesintheforest,andthrowingbodytoanimalsorplacingthebodyinan
abandonedhouse.African
communitiesbelievedthatanimalscarriedthespiritofthedeadpersontothenext
life.Burialriteswere
performedbythebereaved.Theyburiedthebodywithonespersonbelongingsand
tools.Thusifa
personwasagreatwarrior,hewasburiedwithawarcoat.Celebrations
accompaniedfuneralrites.
Funeralsongs(dirges)wereperformed.Therewasdrinkingandeating.
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Importanceoffuneralandburialrites
Burialritescreatedagoodrelationshipbetweenthedeadandtheliving.Theywere
thereforegivento
appeasetheworldofspirits,expressunityinthesociety,cleansetheremaining
relativesandobeythe
customsofthecommunity.Ritualsthatwereperformeddependedonthecommunity.
Someofthe
ritualsforthedeadincluded.
a)Shavingofheads.Somemournersshavedtheirhaircompletely,whileothers
shavedinaspecific
pattern.
b)Dancingandsinging,andgivinggiftstothebereavedfamily
c)Mourning(d)Drumbeating(e)Hornblowing9f)Gravesidefires
Herearesomequestionstomakeyouthinkaboutmarriages
1.Inyouropinion,whathasbroughtchangesinmodernmarriages?
2.ExplainwhydivorceisrisinginKenyaandAfrica.
3.Whatchangesdoweseeincontemporarymarriages?
4.Whathasbroughtaboutthesechanges?
5.WhatarethemajorcausesofdeathinKenyatoday?
LESSONFOUR:RELIGIOUSSPECIALISTSANDTHEIRRELEVANCEINMODERN
SOCIETY
Learningoutcome.Afterstudyingthislesson,
1.Identifyreligiousspecialists
2.Statetheroleofmedicinemen,priests,mediums,prophets,diviners,andseers
3.Describerolesofherbalists,elders,andrainmakers
4.Explaintheroleofreligiousspecialistsinyourculture
ReligiousspecialistsincludeMedicinemen/healers,Herbalists,Diviners,
Mediums,Prophets/Seers,
Rainmakers,PriestsandElders.Religiousspecialistsweregivenpowerbytheir
parentswhotaughtthem
religiousduties.Othersreceiveddivinecallthroughdreamsandvisions.Afew
learntfromexpertsvia
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apprenticeship.Thisislearningbyobservingandpracticingwhatoneseesthe
masterteacherdoing.
Rolesofthemedicinewomen/menintheCommunity.Medicinewomen/menare
healerswhowereand
arerespectedbythecommunity.Thisisbecausetheywereandareableto:
1)Treatandhealthesick
2)Solveseriousandcomplicatedchronicillnesses
3)Givemedicineinformofpowder,herbs,mineralsorliquidformandobserved
patientsswallowing,
drinking,sniffing,andapplyingontheskin.
4)OfferprayersandsacrificestoGod
5)Givecharmstoprotectindividualpersonsfromevilspirits.
6)Performspecializedmedicalrolesinsomecommunitiesinspiteofthefactthat
wehavemodern
hospitals,counselorsandpsychologists.
Elderswereandstillarecommunityleaders.Theywerenotreligiousspecialists
butthecommunitygave
eldersduties,whichmadethemclosetoreligiousleaders.
Herbalistsandtheirrelevance.Herbalistsweresynonymouswithwitchdoctors.
Theycuredpeople
throughherbsjustlikethemedicinewomen/men.Communities’belief:that
herbalistsarewitchdoctors
andpossessmagicalpowers.Herbalistscontinuetobeconsultedas‘witchdoctors’
or“waganga”.Today
herbalistsdoreligioustasksthatweretraditionallydonebydiviners.
Divinerswereabletofindhiddensecretsandknowledge;revealwitchesand
thieves.They
communicatedwithspiritsandenhancedtheworkofhealersandmedicinepeople.
Theyworkedas
medicinepeopleandwerehealersofpeople.Theyusedmagicpowersandpredicted
future
occurrences.Theyuseditemssuchaspebbles,water,bonesorgourdsindivination.
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Theyalsowarnedof
futurecalamities.TheyweremediatorsbetweenGod,ancestorsandthepeople.To
beadiviner,one
hadtobetrained.Therewasaspecializedcurriculumpreparedbydiviners.
Relevanceofdivinersinmodernsociety.Diviners(‘witchdoctor’“mganga”)arenot
populartodayand
arehardlyconsulted.ButtheunfortunateKenyansconsultthemwho:needajob,
promotion,and
children.Thisconsultationissecret.
Mediumswerechannelsofcommunicationbetweenthelivingandthespiritsof
people’sancestors.The
ancestorspiritspossessedmediumsandthroughthemancestorsgaveinformation
andmessagesto
theirrelatives.
Priestswerereligiousleadersandfunctionaries.Theywereintermediaries
betweenpeople,ancestors,
spiritsandGod.Theirworkwastomakesacrificesandgiveofferingsonbehalfof
thepeople.They
officiatedduringplantingandharvestingrituals.Theyofferedprayersandblessed
theneedy.Theycared
fortheshrinesandpouredlibationstotheancestors.Theyledthecommunityin
publicworship.They
werepoliticalheadsandjudges.Today,traditionalpriestsarenotrelevantsince
mostKenyansfollow
severalreligiouspracticeslikeChristianity,Hindus,Islamandmanyothers.But
therearehowever,afew
traditionalpriestswhotakecareofcommunityshrines.
Prophets/Seerspredictedthefuture.Theyforetoldeventssuchasinvasions,
wars,drought,and
epidemics.Theygaveadvice.Theyalsoperformedreligiousduties.Theycould
blessandcurse.Religious
prophetsarecommontodaybuttraditionalprophetsarenotcommon.
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Rainmakerswereresponsibleforbringingorwithholdingraintoacommunity.They
interpretedweather
conditions.TheyperformedcertainritualslikeaskingGodforrains.Theywere
highlyrespectedinthe
society.Modernsciencehasreplacedrainmakers
Meteorologicaldepartmentshavemadetherainmakersredundant.
Elderswerecustodiansofcommunityvaluesandsecrets.Theyactedaseducators.
Theygave
punishmenttooffendersofsocialnorms/rules.Theyactedascounselorsand
guidedtheyouthon
mattersofsexandmarriage.Theyhelpedinmaintainingrolesforimportant
religiousfunctions,suchas
ritesofpassage.Theywerepoliticalleadersinthecommunity.Theywere
negotiatorsandsolved
conflictssincetheysettledfamilydisputesespeciallyagreementsconcerning
land.Theywerecustodians
ofthetraditionalvalues,customsandhistoryofthepeople.
Relevance.Eldersarerelevantinmodernsociety.Theyarereferredtoasvillage
eldersandare
recognizedbythegovernmentofKenya.
LESSONFIVE:AFRICANMORALVALUES
Introduction.Africancommunitieswereregulatedbyastrictcodeoflawsand
moralvalues.Inthis
lessonweshallstudymoralvalues,whichregulatedindividualmembersofsociety
aswellasthe
communityitself.
Learningoutcomes.Afterreadingthislesson,youshould
1.Giveexamplesofculturalvalues
2.Definemoralvalues
3.Identifyformsofmisconduct
3.Stateapunishmentforeachmisconduct
Whatisaculturalvalue?Thesearecommunitypracticesandbeliefs.Each
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communityhasculturalvalues
thatitacceptsandupholds.Theseculturalvaluesarelaws,customs,andformsof
behaviour,
regulations,rules,observancesandtaboos.Theculturalvaluesformamoralcode,
whichregulatesthe
community.Forexample,iftheculture,valuesprivateproperty,itwillhavelaws
thatforbidtheftof
property.Theselawsareculturalvalues.Culturalvaluesinfluencethesocialorder
andpeace.Godgives
peaceandharmony.Godisseenasthegiverandguardianofthelaw.Disobedience
wasandstillis
regardedasevil,wrongandwasandstillispunishablebylaw.
Whatisamoralvalue?Moralvaluesarestandardsofbehaviourtowardsothers.
Theyarebasedonwhat
isvaluedbythecommunity.Moralvaluesarealsopositiveattitudes.Each
communitydecidedwhatis
importanttoitandwhatisdesirableforitsmemberstopracticeanduphold.
Themoralvaluesthatcommunitiesobservedweremany.Theyincludedamongst
others:
1.HospitalityandLoveforselfandothers.Thisisthehabitofwelcomingall
people,treatingoneselfand
otherswell.Membersofthecommunityweretaughthowtobehospitableto
visitors,strangersand
howtoassisttheneedy.
2.Honesty.Thisisdevelopinggoodhabitsliketellingthetruth,Loyalty,Respect,
Co–operationwithall.
3.Obediencetoparents,elders,communityleadersandelders.Culturalregulations
werefollowedand
adheredtoleading
4.Caringforothers.Thisisbeingresponsibletomembersofthecommunity
5.DevelopingsocialmoralbehaviourlikeHumility,Sharing,Responsibility,
Chastity,Integrity,Tolerance,
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Perseverance,andCourtesy
6.WorkingHard.Dochores.Thesewereaccordingtosex,ageandsocial-economic
status.
7.Cooperation.Memberscooperatedandworkedtogetherwithothers.
Moralvalueswerelearntintheprocessofsocialization.Leisureactivitieshelped
inacquisitionofmoral
values.Learningmoralvalueswasalifelongprocess.Themostvaluedbehaviour
wasobedience.
Childrenweretoobeytheirparents;wivesobeytheirhusbands;communityobeys
theirleaders,and
elders.
Learningtoobeywasalifelongprocess.Anobedientpersonwasrespectedand
rewarded.
Misconducts.Thereweretaboosthatthecommunityobserved.Failuretoobey
communitylaws
resultedinpunishments.Thecommunitydidnotallowstealingoflivestock.
Domesticanimalswerethe
mostvaluedprivateproperty.Individualsownedlivestockwhilelandownership
wascommunal.There
weremanyformsofpunishmentforstealinglivestockandcommittingothercrimes.
Forexample
a.Paymentofheavyfinestoreplacestolenlivestock
b.Beingbeateninasack
c.Throwndownahill
d.Castoutofcommunity.Thievesandmurdersbuilttheirhomesattheoutskirtsof
thecommunity.
Theywerenotallowedtointeractanymorewiththemembersofthecommunity.
e.Beingcoveredwithdrybananaleavesandthensetonfire.
LESSONSIX:CONTINUITYANDCHANGE
Introduction
Learningoutcome.Fromthislesson,youshouldbeableto:
1.Comparetraditionalandmodernwayoflife
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2.Tracepropertyownershipintraditionalandmoderncommunities
3.Explainhowmoneyeconomyhasaffectedthetraditionalwayoflife
4.Statehowcommunitiescanlookafterorphans,widows,andoldpeople
Community.Formaleducationintroducedthewesternwayoflife.Employmentand
tradeforced
Africanstoleavetheirvillagestolookforemploymentandmarketsintowns.
Theseactionsledto
urbanizationandpluralism.Asaresultdifferentcommunitiescametotownsand
livedtogether.
1.Paidemployment.Workerswerepaidbymoney.Theconceptofmoneychanged
communitylife.
Individualismownershipofmoneyreplacedcommunalism
2.Landusedtobecommunal.Therewasplentyoflandforeveryone.Butchanges
werebroughtby
modernlife.Forexample,healthimprovedandpeoplelivedlonger.Therewere
fewerdeathsand
populationincreased.Withmoney,therewasanexpansionoftrade.Individuals
startedbuyingland
withmoneyinsteadofclearingforests.
Modernlifechangedtheconceptofland.Individualstartedowningland.The
colonialgovernments
introducedpoliciesaboutlandownershipindifferentAfricancountries.In
communitieswhere
educationwasacceptedandmoneyeconomytookoverfromlivestockeconomy,
communalland
disappeared.
Parentsdidnothavelandforinheritance.Asaresult,peoplemovedandbought
landawayfromtheir
ancestralbirthplaces.Thisresultedinbothmigrationsandimmigrations.
3.Property.Traditionallypropertyincludedland,cattle(Livestock),women/wives,
andchildren.In
Africantraditionalculture,thispropertybelongedtomenorthefirst-bornsonin
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paternalsocieties.In
maternalcommunities,itbelongedtowivesanddaughters.
Todaypropertyorwealthisindifferentformssuchasmoney,buildings,vehicles,
land,shares,stock,
jewels,insurance,andothers.Women,menandchildrenownproperty.Becauseof
this,thestatusofa
personismeasuredbyproperty.
Dowry–Brideprice/bridewealth
InAfricansocieties,bridepricewasveryimportant.Itwasgiveninvariousforms.
Forexamplecows,
animalsskin,andcamels.Todaydowryiscommercialized.It’smainlyinformofcash
money.Thishas
mademarriagecostlyforthepoor.Someyoungpeoplearestayingtogetherwithout
aformalwedding
inchurchorinthecommunity.Othersdonotwanttopaydowry.Youngcouplesare
livingtogetherin
whatiscalled–come–we–stayarrangements.
4.HealthMedicine
Intraditionalsociety,Illnesswascausedbywitchcraft,sorcery,badomen,or
curses.Diviners,herbalists,
andhealerstreatedthesickpeople.
Todaybacterial,viruses,orenvironmentalfactors,causeillnesses.Theseare
treatedbynurses,and
doctors;inhospitalsandhealthcentres.Thereishoweveracrazeforherbalists.
Thecommunitiesare
consultingherbalistsandaretakingherbaltea,andmedicine
5.Dress
Modeofdressingvariedbetweencountries.Itwasdependentonthetypeof
climate.African
communitieswereclothesmadefromskinsorhides,leavesofbananasandtrees.
Womenworebeads,
andnecklacesfordecoration.
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ModernmodeofdressingisamixtureofAfrican,AsianandEuropeanwear.There
areclothesformen,
women,andunisex.Africanandwesternornamentsarewornforbeautyandstyle.
6.Worship.WorshipisanimportantactivityinAfricancommunities.Thereare
differentformsof
worship,whicharedoneinvariousplaces.ThosewhowereconvertedtoIslam
worshipinMosques.
ThoseconvertedtoHinduismworshipintemples.Christiansworshipinchurches.
Thefewtraditional
Africancommunitiescontinuetoworshiptheirancestorsinshrines.Thesearevery
few.
Butafewgroupsareturningbacktotraditionalworshipandrevivingworshipof
ancestorsandspirits,
andtheirtraditionalGod.Forexample“Mungiki”acultinKenya,madeupofyoung
people,worshipthe
traditionalNgaiandpracticetraditionalculture.
Traditionalreligionshavemanyofferingssuchasfoodstuffsandsacrificessuch
asgoats,cows,sheep
andchicken.Humansacrificehasbeendiscarded.
Itisillegal,anditismurder.Inthenews,wehaveheardofcasesofbodyparts
beingstolenfromadead
bodyinmortuaryprobablyforreligiousrituals.Thisisillegalandacriminal
offence.
Modernofferingsinmostreligiousinstitutionsconsistofmoney.
7.Deathchangesimmediatelythestatusoffamilies.Mothersandfathersbecome
widowsand
widowers.Childrenbecomeorphans.Manyparents,wivesandhusbandshavedied
becauseofHIV/
AIDS,roadaccidents,diseasesandothermoderncalamities.Theyhaveleft
orphans,widowsand
widowers.
Orphansusedtobelookedafterbygrandmothers,brothersanduncles.Today



lydiaakama2@gmail.com

Page|90

Formorehighschoolnotes,setbooks,guidebooks,CPA,CIFA,IT,ICT&otherE-materials

WhatsApp0716953563

government,churches,
charities,NGOs,well-wishers,andguardians,theeldersiblinglooksafterorphans.
Someorphansisters
andbrothersdropoutofschooltolookaftertherest.Someorphanshaveendedup
inthestreets
becausethereisnoonetolookafterthem
Widows.Traditionallybrothersinheritedwidows.However,widowinheritanceis
beingdiscouragedto
preventHIV/AIDS.Butontheotherhand,widowsareencouragedtoremarryas
societyhasbecome
individualisticandnolongerassistscommunitymembersasanobligation.
Widowersarenotinheritedandmanyofthemremarrysoonafterthedeathoftheir
wives.
8.Oldage.IntraditionalAfricancommunities,oldpeoplewererespected.Butnow
oldageisnot
respected.Theagedareseenasaburdentotheirchildren.Thisisbecausetheneed
medicalcare,food,
andotherformsofcaretomeettheirneeds.Mostofthemareneglectedand
mistreated.Intraditional
communities,childrentookcareoftheiragedparents.Todaysomechildrencare
fortheirparents.
Fortunately,churcheshavesetuphomesfortheaged.Anexampleis“Nyumbaza
wazee”.Afewold
peoplecanlookafterthemselvessincetheyhavepensionschemes,lifeinsurance
policies,income
generatingprojects,investmentsandbankdeposits.Theycancareforthemselves.
Revisionquestions
a)Whatisthesignificanceofthekingshipsystem
b)Outlineandexplainfactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutualresponsibilityin
thetraditional
Africansociety
c)WhatwasthepurposeofthebridewealthinthetraditionalAfricansociety?
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d)ExplaintheroleofmedicinemenintheAfricancommunitiesandtheirrelevance
today.
STUDYACTIVITIES
ReadtheBiblequotationsgiven
Carryoutrole-playse.g.thesacrificeofIsaacbyAbraham
ConsulttheagedtoassistintheunderstandingofAfricantraditionalpractices
Formoneanswers
Topic:one
1.WhatistheimportanceofreadingtheBible?
Strengthenspeople’sfaith.
Helpsinspreadingthegospel.
Helpsincompositionofsongsandhymns.
Actsasareferencewhenwewriteitstranslationsandotherbooks.
PromotesgoodrelationshipbetweenGodandman.

2.Insociety,peopleinschools,crusades,churches,lodgings,homes,andhospitals
readtheBible.
3.Inthegovernment,theBibleisusedforswearingintheCourts,Parliamentand
Cabinetwhen
membersofparliamentarenominatedtobecomeministersofthegovernment.
4.ThemajordivisionsoftheBiblearetheoldandthenewtestaments.
Read1.3.4.Aboveformoreinformation
2.WhataretheeffectsofBibletranslationonAfricanlanguages?
TheEffectsofBibletranslationintoAfricanlanguages
Thetranslationsincreasedanddeepenedpeople’sfaithinGod.Theyalsoledtothe
establishmentof
schools.TheGospelspreadtolocalcommunitiesandmanyofthembecame
Christians.Themissionaries
andcolonialistslearntAfricanLanguages.ThisledtothepromotionofAfrican
languages.Thishelpedthe
Africanconvertstojudgewhenthemissionarieswereunfairorwhenthey
practicedinequalityofraces.
8.WhyistheBiblereferredtoas(a)aLibraryand(b)theWordofGod
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(a)TheBibleisreferredtoasaLibrarybecauseits:
1.Booksarearrangedinaseriesandinorder.
2.Areferencebook
3.Isabookofliteraryworks
4.Bookswerewrittenunderdifferentsituationsandcircumstances
5.Booksaremany
1.InspirationisaprocessthroughwhichGodtooktheinitiativetopromptand
enlightenthewritersof
theBibleitsGodlyinfluence.
TOPICTWO:CREATIONANDTHEFALLOFMAN
1.Findanswersonthedifferencesbetweenthetwocreationstoriesinlessonfour
2.TraditionalAfricanviewofcreationisinlessonfour.Africans’viewwasthat:
Godisthearchitectoftheworld
Godexistedfromtheverybeginningoftime
Godcreatedeverythingfromnothing
Godprovidesfortheneedsofhumanbeings,animals,andallcreation
Godcontinuestocreatethroughhumanbeings

3.Humanbeingscontinuewiththeworkofcreationinlessonfour
4.Theoriginofsinandevilreadagainlessonfive
5.Consequencesofsininlessonfive
WhenAdamandEvesinned
Man’sfriendshipwithGodchangedtofearofGOD
Whathadbeeninnocentandgoodbecameshameful
RelationshipbetweenGODandmanwasdamagedandbecamespoilt
Manbegantotoilforfood,safetyandotherbasicneeds
Painbecamepartofhumanexperience
Deathsentencewaspassed

6.Consequencesofevilareinlessonsix
Africansunderstandevilasbarrenness,war,drought,epidemics,madness,sickness,
death,burningina
houseandothers
7.God’splanofsalvationislessonseven.ThelessontellsusthatGODsaved
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humankindbyproviding:
ClothingforAdamandEve
Meanstofindfood
Adecreetodefeatserpentthroughtheseedofthewoman
AsolutioninwhichhechooseAbrahamandseparatedhimfromothers
AdeliveryofIsraelitesfromEgypt
ProphetswithmessagesforIsraelites
TheMessiahtodieontheCrosstosavehumankind

8.ComparethebiblicalconceptofsinandtheAfricanconceptofevil.
Similarities:
BothagreethatGodisgoodanddidnotcreateevil.
Inboth,sinisaresultofdisobedience,greedandselfishnessofhumankind.
Inbothcases,sinleadstohumansuffering.
Bothholdtheviewthatsin/evilbefallshumankindintheformofacurse.
SinbringsseparationbetweenGodandman.
Inboth,thereisreconciliationandforgivenessbetweenGodandman.Thussin

doesnotenda
relationship.
Differences
Inthebible,theserpentisseenasthecauseofsinwhereasinmanyTraditional

Africancommunities,
thespiritsofthedeadcausesevil.
Inthebible,thereisexternalpunishment(hell)forsinnerswhiletheAfrican

communitiesbelievethat
punishmentishereonearth.
Biblically,humanbeingsarebornsinnersbecausetheyaredescendantsofAdam

(1stparents’sin).In
TraditionalAfricanCommunity,achildisbornfreeofevil.
BiblicallyhadtakentheinitiativetoendsinbutinTraditionalAfrican

Community,mandoesthrough
sacrificetotheancestralspirits.
9.Subduetheearthingenesis1verse28
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TOPICTHREE:FAITHANDGOD’SPROMISESTOABRAHAM.
Qn1.ExplainwhyAbrahamisreferredtoastheFatherofFaith
Faithiscompletetrustinsomebodyorsomething.Thisisbecausehedemonstrated
faithinhislife’s
actions.
Acceptingtomovefromhishomelandtoanunknownland.
Byacceptingcircumcisionatanoldageandchangeofname.
Beingreadytosacrificehisonlyson–Isaac.
HemadealtarsfortheworshipofGodatBetheletc.
HebelievedinaGodhedidnotknow/see.
ByacceptingtoenterintoacovenantrelationshipwithGodwherehegavehis

bestanimalsasa
sacrifice.
Qn2.Givefive(5)actionsfromthelifeofAbrahamthatshowshisfaithinGod
AbrahamobeyedGod’scallandlefthishomelandHarantogotoanunknownland.
HebelievedinthepromisesGodgavehim.
BuildaltarsfortheworshipofGod,oneatSchecherandtheotheratBethel.
Covenant–acceptedtomakeacovenantwithGodwherehesacrificedthebest

ofhisanimals.
Circumcision–acceptingthecommandtocircumcisehimselfandallmalechildren

inhishousehold.
Sacrificeofson–willingtoofferhisonlysonIsaacasaburntofferingtoGod.

Qn3.ListsomeofthepromisesGodgavetoAbraham.
AbrahamandhiswifeSarahwouldhaveason.
Abrahamwouldbefamous.
Hewouldbecomethefatherofagreatnation.
Godwouldcursethosewhocursedhimandblessthosewhoblessedhim.
GodassuredAbrahamofapersonalprotection.
Manydescendants–likestarsonthesky.
ThedescendantswouldbeslavesinaforeignlandbutGodwoulddeliverthem.
Hewouldlivetoaripeoldageanddieinpeace.
Godwouldestablishaneverlastingcovenantwithhimandhisdescendants.
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Someofhisdescendantswouldbekings.
Godwouldgivehimandhisdescendantsland.

Qn4.CompareandcontrastJewishandTraditionalAfricanpracticeof
circumcision
A.Similarities
Inbothcommunities,circumcisionistakenasaphysicalsignofmembershiptothe

community.
Itinvolvesthecuttingoftheforeskin.
Memberswhorefusetobecircumcisedaretreatedasoutcastsinthecommunity.
ThesheddingofbloodissymbolicasitbindsthepeoplewithGodandancestors.
Ithasareligioussignificance.
Specialpeopleinbothdocircumcision.
Theoccasionsareaccompaniedbyaceremonywhichbeingkinsmentogether.
Theriteiscompulsoryformales.
Thepracticeishandeddownfromonegenerationtothenext.
Namesaregivenduringtheoccasion.
Inbothcases,itisdoneinspecialorreligiousplacese.g.temple/undermugumo

tree/shrineetc.
ItisacommandfromGod/ancestors.

Differences
ForAfrican,initiationleadstoadultresponsibilitiessuchasmarriage,becoming

awarrior,decision-
makingandpropertyownership.InJewishcommunity,theboysaretooyoungtotake
upresponsibility.
IntheJewishcommunity,onlymalesarecircumcisedwhileintheTraditional

AfricanCommunity,
bothboysandgirlsare.
ForJews,oneremainsachildwhileintheTraditionalAfricanCommunity,they

movefromchildhood
toadulthood.
JewishcommunitycircumciseattheageofeightdayswhileintheTraditional

AfricanCommunity,itis
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atpuberty.
AmongtheJews,itisasignthattheyhavebecomeGod’speople,butin

TraditionalAfrican
Community,oneisboundtotheancestors.
TheJewishcircumcisionisacommandfromGodasasignoftheircovenantwith

himwhileTraditional
AfricanCommunitiesdoitinobediencetothecustomsandtraditionsoftheirduty.
Therite,takenplaceonthe8thdayofbothinJewishcommunitywhileinthe

TraditionalAfrican
Communities,itoccursaftereveryfour–sixyears.
DonetoindividualsinJewishcommunitywhileitisdonetoagroupofagemates

intheTraditional
AfricanCommunities.
NoseclusionperiodamongJewsasisthecaseinmostAfricancommunities.
InAfricancommunities,theceremonyenablesthemtochoosefutureleaders,

whichisnotthecase
withtheJews.
Helpsoneenduresuffering(pain)infutureintheAfricancommunitiesunlikein

theJewish
communities.
Onlyoneformofinitiation(cuttingofforeskin)isdone.Variousformsare

practicedintheTraditional
Africancommunities.Theseinclude:
Cuttingofforeskin
Lib/earpiercing
Removaloflowerteeth
Scarification(puttingmarksonface/body)

Qn5.WhatistheimportanceoffaithtoChristians?
FaithisthefoundationofChristianlifetoday.ItmakesChristianspartofthe

greatnationofGod.
ThroughfaithinJesus,ChristiansbecamethechosenpeopleofGod.
FaithenablesChristiansmakecorrectchoicesinlifee.g.Whenchoosingacareer,
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marriagepartners
etc.
Faithshelpthemtofacetemptationsandchallengesintheirlivesandareableto

overcomethem.
ItgivesthemperseveranceinprayerastheywaitforGod’sanswer.
ItgivesthemthecouragetocommittheirlivestoGodtotally.
ItisthroughfaiththatChristiansobeyGod.
Theyareabletoachieveimpossiblethingsthroughfaith.
Theyareabletobelievewhattheyhavenotseenthroughfaith.
Theyareabletoservetheworld,helptheneedybecauseoftheirfaithinChrist.

Qn6.Statetheelementsofacovenant
Partnerstwoormorepartnersareinvolved.
Aphysicalreminder–acertificate/sign.
Promises:–givenbybothpartners.
Ceremony–whosebloodsealsitoranoathtaken.
Witnesses–mustbepresent
Itrequiresfaithfulness,obedienceandloyaltytotheregulations
Itspellsoutseriousconsequencesforthosewhobreakit.

Qn7.Giveexamplesofcovenantinthebibleandthemodernsociety
TheBible
God’scovenantwithNoah:wherehepromisednevertodestroytheearthwith

flood–rainbowisthe
signofthecovenant(Gen9).
God’scovenantwithAbraham:Godpromisedtofulfilthepromiseshemadeto

Abraham.Thesign
wascircumcision(Gen15&17).
ThecovenantbetweenGodandtheIsraelitesonMtSinai–signwastheLaw–10

commandments
(Exd24).
ThecovenantbetweenGodandKingDavid–promisetoDavid’skingdomwould

lastforever(2
Sam:7).
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Jeremiah’scovenant:ThenewcovenantwithGod’speople(Jr31:31–34).
ModernSociety
•Baptism
•Marriage
•Oathofallegiance/loyalty
•Ordination
•TheNationalAnthembindsall
•Theloyaltypledge
•Employmentcontract
Qn9.DiscussthecircumstancesthatledGodtoenterintoacovenantrelationship
withAbraham
TosealthepromisesgivenuntoAbrahame.g.agreatnation,son,many

descendants.
ItwasanassuranceofthefulfillmentofGod’spromisestoAbraham.
ItwastouniteGodandtheIsraelites.
Itwastobeasourceofblessingstoall.
Astartingpointforthesalvationofmankind,wherebyhewouldrenewthe

relationshipbetween
himselfandmanaftertheseparationbythe1stparents.
TOPICFOUR:SINAICOVENANT.
Qna.WhatarethequalitiesofMosesasaleader?
Education:hereceivededucationwhileinthepharaoh’spalacewherehegrewup.
Jewishreligionknowledge:hisownmotherwhowashismaidtaughthimthe

historyofIsrael.
HelearnedleadershipskillsfromtheKingashegrewup.
Shepherd:herdingthefather-in-law’sherdsmadehimgainexperienceof

shepherdingpeople.
LifeinthewildernesswherehelivedafterkillinganEgyptiangavehim

experienceindesertlife
throughwherehewouldleadtheIsraelites.
Father/parent:hismarriagetoZipporahhelpedhimlearnfamilyleadership.Later

heappliedthisto
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hiswork.
Prophet:Enabledhimtoforeseethefutureandinformthecommunity.
Miracle-maker:helpedhimsolveproblemfacinghispeopleinthewildernesse.g.

lackoffood,water.
Lawgiver:gavelawsthatwereusedtogovernthecommunityofIsraeli.e.theTen

Commandments.
Hardwork:workedforhisfather-in-lawservingthefamilye.g.fetchingwater.

Laterhewasableto
servetheJews.
Qnb(i)DescribethecallofMoses:Exodus3:1–22
GodcalledMosesasheherdedhisfather-in-law’sflockatMtSinai.
Mosessawaburningbush,whichwasnotconsumed.Hedrewnearertogetabetter

look.
GodcalledMosesbynamefromthemiddleoftheburningbushandtoldhimto

removehisshoes
becausehewasstandingonholyground.
GodtoldMosesthathehadseenthesufferingofhispeopleinEgyptandheard

theircry.
HetoldMosesthathehadchosenhimtogotoPharaohandreleasethemfrom

bondage.
Mosesobjectedtothetaskbecausehefeltinadequate.
GodpromisedtobewithMosesandtoprotecthim.
MosesaskedforthenameofGodsothathewouldhaveapointofreference

whenaskedwhosent
him.
GodrevealedhimselftoMosessaying,“IAMWHOIAM”
GodgaveMosespowertoperformmiraclesthathewoulduseasproofofhis

work.
Mosesprotestedfurthersayinghewasastammerer.
GodcommissionedAaron,Moses’brotherashisspokesman.
MosesthentoldGodhewasafraidtogotoEgypt.
Godassuredhimthatthemanhewasafraidofwasalreadydead.
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Qnb(ii)WhywasMoseshesitanttoGod’scall?
ItisbecausehewasalreadyacriminalandwantedinEgyptafterhavingkilledand

Egyptianandran
away.
Hewasnotagoodspeaker(stammerer).
HedidnotknowthenameofGodwhowassendinghim.

Qnc(i)whatisthesignificanceoftheitemsusedforthePassoverfeast(similar
towhatisthemeaning
ofthePassovermeal)?
TheLamb:remindedtheIsraeliteofthesacrificiallambwhosebloodsavedtheir

1stbornfromthe
angelofdeath.
Theunleavenedbreadsignifiedpurity.
IttoosignifiedthehurrytheyhadtoleaveEgypt,asunleavenedbreadiseasyto

bake.
Roastingthemeatwastheeasiestmethodofcooking.
Notbreakingbonesandspiltbloodsignifiedforgiveness.
BitterherbssymbolizedthebitternessofslaveryinEgypt.

OtherMeanings:
EatingwhilestandingsymbolizedthehastewithwhichtheIsraeliteswereto

leaveEgypt.
Theywerenottoleaveanymealtoavoidprofanationintheformofflies.

Burningwasthesimplest
wayofdisposal&sacred.
Qnc(ii)ComparetheLord’sSuppertothePassoverfeast
Similarities:
Bothareactsofsalvationfromsuffering.PassoversavedIsraelitesfrom

slaverywhiletheLord’s
Suppersavedpeoplefrombondageofsin.
Botharecelebratedinmemoryofapastevent–suffering.
LambsofferedinbothHebrews–thePassoverlambintheLord’sSupperJesusis

thepaschallamb.
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Inbothasymbolicmealwastaken.
Inbothcaseseachgroupissavedthroughamediator–MosesandJesus

respectfully.
God’scovenantisrememberedinbothcasesi.e.Oldtestamentandnewcovenant

respectfully.
Inboththereligioussignificanceofthefeastsistaughtandemphasized.

Differences:
InthePassoverfeast,animalsacrificeisofferedwhileintheLord’sSupper,

Jesuswasthelastsacrifice
andinsteadbreadandwineareofferedtorepresenthisbloodandbody.
WhereastheJewishPassoverwascompulsoryforeveryfew,theLord’sSupper

isnotcompulsoryin
allChristianchurches.
ThebloodshedintheJewishPassoverisforthesalvationoftheJewsonlywhile

thebloodofJesus
shedonthecrossisforthesalvationofthewholehumanrace.
PassoverlambofferedinHebrewwhileJesuswasthelambofferedintheLord’s

Supper.
Qnd.DescribehowtheSinaicovenantwasmade
TheIsraelitesarrivedatMtSinaithroughGod’ssavingpower.
MoseswasinstructedbyGodtotelltheelderstodothefollowingin

preparationforthemakingof
thecovenant.
AllIsraelitesweretocleansethemselvesandwashtheirgarments.
Marktheboundariesofthemountainandavoidgoingnearorcrossingtheborder.
Avoidsexualrelationsbetweenmarriedcouple.

Note:AllthesehappenedafterMoseshadgoneupthemountainandGodhad
promisedtomakethe
Israelitesthefollowingiftheyobeyedhim.
i.Hispeople
ii.Akingdomofpriests
iii.Aholynation
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Onthethirddayaftercleansing,MosestooktheIsraelitestomeettheirGod.
Godmanifestedhimself
inthefollowingforms:thunder,lightening,earthquakeandathickcloudthatfilled
themountainanda
loudtrumpetblast.
Mosescamedownandtoldpeopleaboutthelawswhichwastoguidethemasa

covenantpeople.
ThepeopleagreedtoobeyallthewordstheLordhadspoken(Ex24:3–4)
Thusthecovenantwasmade.

Qne.DescribethecircumstancesthatledtothebreakingoftheSinaicovenant
MoseswentupthemountaintoreceivethestonetabletsonwhichtheTen

Commandmentswhere
written.Hedelayed(40days)thusforgettingGod.
TheIsraelitesbecameimpatient.TheyforgotthesavingpowerofGodthathad

deliveredthemfrom
Egypt.
Aaronwasaweakleaderwhofailedtoleadthepeopletoupholdthecovenant.

Heyieldedtotheir
demandstomakeandworshipidols.
Availabilityofgoldjewellery:usedtomakethecalfimage.
IdolatrywasapracticedonewhileinEgyptsotheycopied/continuedwithit.
TheywereusedtoGod’s(idols).TheycouldseewhileinEgyptunliketheYahweh

whowasinvisible.
Qnf.Howwasthebrokencovenantrenewed?
MosespleadedtoGodnottodestroytheIsraelites.
Godsparedthem.
GodcommandedtheIsraelitestocuttwostonetabletswherehewouldrewrite

thecommandments.
GodgaveconditionstobefulfilledbytheIsraelitesintherenewalofthe

covenant.
Thesewere:
a)ToobeyGod’scommand.
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b)Nottomaketreatieswithothernations.
c)Toteardownthealtarsofthegodsofothernationsandtemples.
d)Nottoworshipidols.
e)NottomakeimagestorepresentGod.
f)Nottomarryforeignwives.
g)Tokeepandcelebratethethreefestivalsnamely,Passover,feastofweeksand
thefeastofin
gathering.
h)TokeeptheSabbathdayholy.
i)DedicatetoGod1stbornmalechildrenandanimals.
GodpromisedthatiftheyobeyedHim,Hewould:

a)Protectandpreservethem
b)Blessthem
c)Makethemprosper
AfterthisMoseswasorderedbyGodtowriteanewsetofLawsonthestone

tablets.
Thusthecovenantwasrenewed.

Qng.DescribehowtheIsraelitesworshippedGodinthewilderness
WorshipisthepracticeofshowingrespectandloveforGod.
TheIsraelitesshowedtheirrespectandloveforGodinthewildernessinthe

followingways:-
1)TheArkandtheTabernacle:TheArkwasawoodenboxwheretheTen
Commandmentswerekept.
TheysignifiedthepresenceofGod.Thetabernaclewasaportabletentfor
meetingbetweenGodand
theIsraelites.
2)TheSabbath:TheyobservedtheSabbathasasacreddayforrestingand
worshippingGod.
3)Festivals:CelebratedmanyfestivalsasonewayofworshippingGod.E.g.
Passover.
4)Altars–builtthemwhentherewasneedtoworshipGod–meetingplacebetween
Godandthe
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peopleandsacrificetoGod.
5)ObservanceoftheTenCommandments.Theseguidedthemonhowtolivewith
Godandman.
6)Religiousleaders:GodchosepriestfromthetribeofLevitoorganizeworship.
Qnh.WhatistherelevanceoftheTenCommandmentstoChristiantoday?
ChristianslearnthatGodisajealousGod.Theyavoidholdingotherthingsin

theirlivesstronginthe
placeofGod.
ChristianslearnthatGodisuniqueandcannotberepresentedbyvisibleman-made

objectsor
describedinhumanterms.
TheyareremindedtoobservetheSabbathbyworshippingGod.
TheystrivetohaveagoodrelationshipwithGod.
Theyaretaughttorespectotherpeopleandtheirproperty.
Theylearnthatlonglifeisaresultofhonoringandrespectingtheirparents.
Theystrivetoliveuprightandmorallives.
Theylearnthatlustformoneyandotherpropertyissinful.

Qni.WhatdidtheIsraeliteslearnaboutGodinthewilderness?
TheylearnedthatGodisfaithful.Hekeepspromises.
Aprovider–providedmanna,wateretc.
Godisthecontrollerofnaturalforcese.g.Redsea,apillarofcloud&fire,

earthquakesetc.
AjealousGod–noworshipofothergods.
Just–forgavethosewhobrokethecovenantandpunishedthosewhorefusedto

repent.
Mercifulandcompassionate.Givethema2ndchanceafterbreakingthecovenant.
AGodofvictory–helpedthemdefeatAmalekites.

Godvaluedapersonalrelationship–commandmentsgiven.
TOPICFIVE:LEADERSHIPINISRAEL
Qna.ExplainthereasonsagainstKingshipinIsrael(1Sam8:10–20)
TheKingwouldforcethesonsoftheIsraelitestoservehimassoldiersinthe

army.
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TheKingwouldcreateforcedlabourandenslavementbymakingtheyoungmen
workinhisfarms
andinmakingweapons.Daughterswouldworkinhishouse.
Hewouldalsograbtheirlandandgiveittohisloyalservants.
Hewouldovertaxtheminordertomaintainhisadministration.
ItwouldbeseenasarejectionofYahwehastheirKing.
IsraelwouldbelikeothernationswhodidnotknowYahweh.
Yahwehwouldrejectthemwhentheycriedtohim.

Qnb.ExplaintheimportanceofDavidasKingofIsrael
DavidwasimportantbecausehewaschosenbyGodandpubliclyanointedby

eldersinareligion
ceremony.Hetoobecameancestorofmanycommunities.
DavidwasagreatmusicianandwrotemanysongsforpromisingGod.
HekilledGoliaththephilistinesoldier.
HeconqueredtheenemiesofIsraelsuchasAmalekites,Ammonitesetc.
HeexpandedIsraelthroughhismilitaryconquestsandmarkedtheboundariesof

thenation.
HecapturedJerusalemfromtheJebusitesandmadeitacapitalcity.
HetoomadeitareligiouscentrebyplacingtheArkoftheCovenantthere,which

hadbeenhoused–
Abidjab’s.
Hehadgooddiplomaticrelationshipwithothernations.
HeencouragedtradewithothernationsthusmakingIsraelprosperous.
Hewasashrewdadministratorwhochosewiseelderstoadvisehim.
HewasfilledwiththeHolySpirit.
Heestablishedthelargestandmostenduringdynastythatlasted400years.
HecomposedthebooksofPsalmsusedtopraiseGod.
WheneverhewrongedGod,hegenuinelyrepentedandhumbledhimselfbeforeGod.
Hewasajustruler.
HerespectedtheprophetsofGodandconsultedthembeforemakingdecisions.
HewasprayerfulandconsultedGodinhisundertakings.
Heunitedthetwelve(12)tribesofIsrael.
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HesetagoodexampleoffaithfulnesstoYahwehthathewantedallthe
Israelitestoemulate.
Qnc.HowdidJesusfulfilthepropheciesofprophetNathanasadescendantof
David?(i.e.Areaswhere
JesusismentionedascomingfromDavid)
AngelGabrielannouncedthebirthofJesustoMarywhowasengagedtoJoseph,a

descendantof
David.TheAngelreferredtoJesusastheKingwhosewisdomwouldlastforever
(Lk1:26-33).
JesuswasborninBethlehem–thebirthplaceofDavid(Lk2:4–5)
AbrahamandDavidarementionedastheancestorsofJesus.
DuringthetriumphantentryintoJerusalem,thecrowdswhomethimsangwithjoy

andshouted
‘HosannatothesonofDavid.’
OnthedaysofPentecostwhenPeteraddressedthecrowd,hereferredtoJesus

asadescendantof
David(Acts:229-35).
ZechariahinhisBenedictus,saysthatGodhaspromisedasaviordescendedfrom

thehouseofDavid
(Lk1:69)
TheblindmanatJerichoreferredtoJesusasthesonofDavid(Lk18:38).

Qnd.WhatwasthefailureofKingSolomon?
Solomonwasthe2ndKingofIsrael,succeedinghisfatherKingDavid.Hefailedto

liveaccordingto
thecovenantwayoflifeinthefollowingways.
HemarriedforeignwivesthusbreakingtheToralthatclearlystatedthatthe

Israelitesshouldnot
marryforeignersbecausetheycancomewiththeirgods–idols.
Heallowedthewivestoworshiptheirgods(idols)thusleadingtospreadof

idolatryinIsrael.
Henotonlyworshippedthegodsofhiswivesbutalsobuilttemplefortheir

worship.
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He,byworshippingthegodsbecameabadexampletoIsrael,asKing.Theycopied
him.
AlthoughhebuiltGod’stemple,heerredinmanyways:

i.Hebuilthispalacefor13yearsbuttookonly7yearstobuildGod’stemple.Shows
helovedhimself
moretheGod.
ii.Heusedforeigndesignsandmaterialsintheconstructionofthetemple,ignoring
God’sspecifications
onhowtobuildit.
iii.HeliaisedpagancraftsmenfromTyretodesign,decorateandfurnishthe
temple.
Hebrokethesixthcommandmentbykillinghishalfbrother,Adonijah.He

suspectedthatAdonijah
wouldbecomehisrivaltothethrone.
HespentalotofIsrael’smoneyonhislavishlifestyle.Hehadalargearmyand

servants.
Heovertaxedthepeopletomeettheamount.
Heusedforcedlabourinhisdevelopmentprojects.
Heenslavedyoungmenandwomenwhowenttoworkinthepalaceasservantsfor

thewives.
Hepracticednepotism.Heexemptedthemfromforcedlabour.
HesoldpartofIsrael–sold20townsofGalileetoKingofTyreaspaymentofa

debthecouldnotpay
contrarytoGod’scommand.
Hemadetreatieswithothernationsthatwereagainsttheconditionsetduring

therenewalofthe
Sinaicovenant.
Intheaboveways,heoppressedthepeopleofGod.

Qne.WhichleadershipqualitiescanmodernleaderslearnfromDavid?
Justice:AgoodleaderisonewhodoesnotfavoursomepeoplelikeDavid(ISam

24:1–12).
Courage:DavidshowedthiswhilefightingGoliath.Leadersneedtobebraveand
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courageousintheir
work(ISam17:41–54).
FearofGodandFaith:DavidconsultedGodbeforeanyundertaking.Leaders

shoulddothesame.
Gratitude:Davidwasthankfultoblessingshereceived.Leadersshouldbehappy

andgratefultoGod.
Loyalty:Modernleadersshouldremainloyaltotheiroffice.Davidwasloyalto

Godandhispeople(2
Sam2:7)
Kindness:GoodleadersshouldshowmercytotheirpeoplelikeDaviddide.g.he

forgaveSaultwice(2
Sam19:9–39).
Humility:LeadersshouldnothesitatetoaskforforgivenessfromGodandpeople.

Davidwashumble
andaskedforforgivenessanytimehewentwrong.
Willingnesstodelegate:LearntodelegatefutureasDaviddid(2Sam20:23–26)
Wisdom:BewiseinchoosinglegaladvisersasDaviddid.
Respect:LeadersshouldshowrespecttoGodandpreachesthosetheyserveas

Daviddidtothe
prophetsandhispeople.
TOPICSIX:LOYALTYTOGOD-ELIJAH.
Qna.QualitiesofElijahthatledtohisachievements
•Elijahwasfearlessandcourageous.HiscouragehelpedhimtofacekingAhaband
queenJezebeland
condemnthemfortheirwickednesssuchascorruptionandidolatry
•HewasfaithfultoGod.YahwehguidedhiminhisdealingswithBaalprophetsand
kingAhab.
•Helivedasimplelife.Forexample,heworesimpleclothingmadeofcarmel’sskin.
•HestoodforthecovenantatatimewhenthereligionofYahwehwasindanger
•HehadthepowerofGodinhimandwasabletocontrolrain.
•HeconfirmedthatYahwehhadauthorityoverlandandoverthepeople.
b)Schismissharpreligious,social,politicaldifferenceswithinagroupor
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organization
Syncretismistheprocessofmixingreligiousbeliefsandpractices
c)SomecharacteristicsofElijahthatamodernChristianshouldstrivetoemulate
1)Courage
2)Faithfulness
3)ZealousnessforGod
4)Concernfortheneedy/poor
5)Provisionofsocialjustice
6)Patience
Qnd.WhatweretheeffectsofidolatryinIsrael?
SyncretismdevelopedwheretheIsraelitesworshippedYahwehalongsidethe

godsofCanaan.
TheIsraelitesstartedcallingYahwehbythenamesusedforCanaanitesgodse.g.

El.
TheIsraelitesstartednamingtheirchildrenafterCanaanitegodslikeBaal.
Theychangedtheirreligioncalendarandcelebrationtocorrespondwiththeir

Canaanitecelebrations
andfeasts.
TheyconvertedthehighplacesusedforworshippingBaaltoYahweh’sshrines

withoutremovingthe
gravenimagesofidols.
TheunitythatexistedbetweenthetwotribesofIsraelwasdestroyed.Theyno

longertreatedone
anotherasbrothers.
TheKingsofIsraelbehavedliketheCanaanitesleadersbyoppressingtheweak

andgrabbingother
people’sproperty.
ThepeopleneglectedYahweh’sholyplaces.
God’sprophetsweremistreated,persecutedandevenkilled.
GodwithdrewhisblessingsfromtheIsraelitesbecausetheyangeredHimby

worshippingothergods.
TheybrokeGod’scommandments,whichforbadeworshipofothergodapartfrom
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Yahweh.
TheIsraelitespracticedtempleprostitutionandotherCanaanitesritualsand

sacrifices.
Qne.DescribeElijah’sfightagainstfalsereligioninIsrael
ElijahrosetochallengefalsereligionatatimewhenBaalismhadbecomethe

officialreligion.
Heprophesiedathreeandahalfyearsdroughtbecausethepeoplehadturned

awayfromYahweh.
AfterthedroughtGodappearedtoElijahandtoldhimtogotoKingAhabandtell

himthatthe
droughtwasasaresultofidolatryinIsrael.
ElijahrequestedtheKingtoorderallthepeopletomeetatMtCarmeltoholda

contest.
ElijahaskedtheKingtoinvitethe400prophetsofAsherahandBaal’s450,saw

thattheycouldprove
whothetrueGodis.
Elijahwouldsacrificeabullandthefalseprophetswouldtoosacrificetheirown

tocallontheirGods
tosendfire.TheonewhocouldsendisthetrueGod.
TheprophetsofBaalwerethe1sttopraytotheirgodbutheneversentfire.
Theprophetscutthemselveswithknivestopleasetheirgodbutheneversentit.
Elijahthenpreparedthealtarwith12pillarsrepresentingthe12tribesofIsrael.
Hedugatrencharoundthealtar,placedwoodandputthecutbullontopofthe

wood.
Heorderedforwatertobepouredaroundthetrenchesuntilitflooded.
ThenintheeveningElijahprayedandcalledupontheGodofAbraham,Isaacand

Jacobtosendfire.
Firecameandconsumedthewholesacrifice,includingthewaterinthetrenches.
Asaresult,theIsraelitesboweddownanddeclaredthatYahwehwasthetrue

God.
ThenElijahorderedthekillingofalltheprophetsofBaalandtheprophetesses

ofAsherah.
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ElijahwenttothetopoftheMtCarmelandprayedforrain.YahwehsentHis
servanttowatchforthe
signofrainfromthesea.
Theservantlookedtowardstheseaseventimesafter,whichhesawasmallcloud

forming.
Thenheavyrainfell,signalingendofdrought.

Qnf.DescribeElijah’sfightagainstcorruption–1Kings21
Corruption:Canbedefinedasdishonestyormisuseofpowerforpersonalgain.
Inacorruptsociety,therichandpowerfulpeopletendtotakeadvantageofthe

weak/poorby
exploitingthemanddenyingthemtheirrights.
KingAhabofIsraeldesiredafruitfulvineyardownedbyamannamedNaboth.
KingAhabapproachedNabothtosellhimthevineyardorexchangewithanother

one.
NabothdeclinedtheofferbecauseinIsrael,sellingancestrallandwasagainst

thecovenantlaw.The
landbelongedtoGod.
Jezebel,Ahab’swife,soonlearned,Naboth’srefusalandshearrangedNaboth’s

murderthroughfalse
accusations.
AfterNabothwaskilled,Ahabpossessedthevineyard.
GodcommandedElijahtogoanddeclareHisjudgementonAhabforcommitting

suchanevilactin
Israel.
ElijahdeclaredthefollowingjudgementonAhab:

i.DogswouldlickAhab’sbloodatthesameplacewheretheyhadlickedNaboth’s.
ii.Ahab’sdynastywouldfallkikethoseoftheKingsbeforehimwhohaddisobeyed
God.
iii.AllfamilymembersofAhabwouldfaceviolentdeaths.
Onhearingthis,AhabhumbledhimselfbeforeGodandrepented.Godpostponed

Ahab’spunishment
tothedaysofhisson.
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Qng.WhatcanChristianlearnfromtheteachingsofElijah?
FromtheMtCarmelincident,theylearnthatYahwehcontrolstheforcesof

nature–canbringrainor
stopit.
YahwehistheonlytrueandlivingGod–MtCarmel.
Yahwehisforgiving–pardonedthosewhorepentedonMtCarmel.
YahwehisajealousGod.HewillnotsharehonorwithanyGod–killedthe450

prophetsworshipping
Baal.
Aprosecutor–protectedElijah.
Aprovider–providedElijahwithfood.
Yahwehanswersprayers.Heisfaithful.
TheyalsolearnthatchurchleadersshouldcondemnevillikeElijahdidinthecase

ofAhaband
Naboth.
Christiansshouldworktoprotectthepoorfromexploitation.
TheyshouldbeprayerfulsothatGodcanhelpthemovercomedifficultieslike

Elijah.
Theyshouldstrivetoleadlivesfreefromcorruption.
TheyshouldremainfaithfulevenifitmeanscostingtheirlivestoNaboth.
LeadersshouldrealizeauthoritycomesfromGodandareaccountabletoHim.
Theyshouldavoididolatry,whichElijahcondemned.
PerformtasksgivenbyGodhoweverhadtheymaybeasElijahdid–facingAhab,

killingthe450false
prophetsetc.
Finally,theyshouldinvitesinnerstorepeatandbringthembacktoGod.

TOPICSEVEN:SELECTEDASPECTSOFAFRICANRELIGIOUSHERITAGE
Questiona:ExplainAfricanbeliefsaboutGod(orqualities)
AfricanbeliefsabouttheirGodarefoundintheirproverbs,myths,songs,prayers,

narrativesand
religiousceremonies.
Godwasbelievedtobeasupremebeingwhowasbeyondhumanunderstanding.
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TheAfricancommunitiesbelievedthatGodwasall-powerful–omnipotent.
TheybelievedthatGod’spowerisexpressedinnaturaloccurrencessuchas

thunder,earthquake
floodsandvolcaniceruptions.
Godisbelievedtobeall-knowingomniscient.
Heislimitlessandknowshearsandseeseverything.
Heisalsoomnipresent–meaningheiseverywhereatalltimes.
Transcendent–beyondhumanunderstanding.Becauseofthetranscendentnature,

Africansfoundit
impossibletorepresenthimusingphysicalrepresentations.Theyviewedhimas
beingfaryettoonear
them.
Hewasseenastheproviderandsustainerofcreation.
TheybelievedthatGodiseverlasting.Hehasnobeginningorend.
Godismerciful.
Theybelievedheisincorruptible.
AfricancommunitiesassociatedGodwithjustice.
PhysicalfeatureswereoftenseenasarepresentationofawesomepowerofGod.

Thisiswhylarge
mountains,thickforest,uniquerockformationwereusedasshrines.
AfricanviewedGodtobemysterious.

Qb.DescribetheAfricanunderstandingoftheHierarchyofBeings
HierarchyofBeings
Divinities

Ancestors

HumanBeings

AnimalsandPlants

Non-livingThings
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Godasthecreatoroccupiesthehighestrankinthehierarchyofbeing–creator.
TheDivinities:Camenextandcontrolnaturalforcesintheuniverse,createdby

God.
TheCommonSpirits:Comprisespiritsofpeoplewhodiedlongtimeago.
Ancestors:(livingdead):Spiritsofthosewhodiedrecentlyandarestill

rememberedbytheliving.
HumanBeings:Consistofthelivingandtheunborn.
AnimalsandPlants:Comenext–forman’suseasfoodandsacrificetoGod.
Last(7th)areNon-livingthings:Suchasmountains,rocks,rivers,caves,dwelling

placesofGodand
Spirits.
Qc.DescribetheRoleoftheancestorstotheliving
TheancestorsactedasintermediariesbetweenGodandhumanbeings.
TheycommunicatedtheproblemsandwishesofhumanbeingstoGod.
Godandthespiritsusedtheancestorstoexpresstheirwishesconcerninghuman

beings.
Theancestorswelcomedthosewhodiedtothespiritworld.
Theyhelpedtopreservethecultureandstandardsofacommunity.
Theancestorsblessedthelivingandcorrectedthemthroughpunishment.

Qd.WhatwastheresponsibilityofthelivingtowardsGod?
ToshowgratitudetoGodandgivethankstohimasanacknowledgementthatHe

isthegiveroflife.
Tohonor,worshipandadoreGodbyprayingtoHimfortheirneeds.
TopraytoHimduringorbeforeawar,beforeplanting,etc.
ToobeyandtrustHim.
TotakecareofGod’screation
ToteachchildrenaboutGod.
Appeasehimthroughsacrifice.

Qe.DescribetheTraditionalAfricanwaysofworshippingGod
Sacrifice:TheywereusedtoaskGod’sfavour,thanksgiving,toaverteviland

askforforgiveness,
beforeplantingandafterharvest,epidemics,birth,naming,invitation,weddings,
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funeralsetcfor
differentreasons.
Offerings:Foodstuffse.g.grain,honey,beer,milkwasofferedinrecognitionof

Godasownerof
propertyandprovider.
Prayersandinvocations:Commonestactofworship.Acontinuationactivitydone

anytimeasthe
needarises.
Songanddance:Peoplewereinvolvedbothphysicallyandspiritually.This

broughtthecitytogether.
BlessingsandSalutations:Expressedingreetingsandfarewellse.g.“Gowith

God”,Godbewithyou”.
Qf.WhatweretheAfricanwaysofveneratingandcommunicatingwiththespirits
andancestors?
Veneratingmeansshowingrespecttosomebody.
Spiritsandancestorswereveneratedbecausetheywerebelievedtobeseniorto

humanbeingsand
closertoGod.
Sacrificeswereofferedtothemasthewaysofveneratingthem.
Pouringlibationwasdone.
Thelivinginvitedthemduringceremoniessuchasbirth,invitation,marriageand

burial.
Theyconsulteddiviners,mediumsandmedicinementokeepincontact.
Thelivingnamedafterthem–thustheybecameimmortalandmembersinthe

physicalworldagain.
Theirnameswerementionedduringprayer.
Bymaintainingtheirgraves.

Givingthemproperburialceremonies.
TOPICEIGHT:AFRICANMORALANDCULTURALVALUES.
Qa.Whatisthesignificanceofthekinshipsystem?
Kinshipmeansbeingrelatedeitherbybloodormarriages.
ThekinshipsystemwasimportantinthetraditionalAfricansocietybecauseof
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thefollowingfactors.
Thekinshipsystemregulatedpeople’sbehaviortowardseachother.This

promotedpeacefuland
harmoniousrelationships.
Itpromotedco-operationamongcommunitymembersespeciallyintimesof

difficulty.
Ithelpedtoensurethatthedisadvantagedmembersofthecommunityweretaken

careof.
ThelivingdeadandtheancestorswerepartoftheAfricankinshipsystem.This

showedconcernor
thefamiliesorrelativestheyleftbehind.
Thekinshipsystemledtothepreservationofculturalidentity.
Itprovidedapeacefulwayofsettlingdisputeswiththeeldersactingas

arbitrators.
Itensuredfairnessandtransparencyinsharingoutinheritance.
Thekinshipsystemunitedthemembersofafamilyandclanbygivingthemasense

ofbelonging.
Ithelpedpeopletoestablishnewrelationship,especiallythroughmarriage.
Kinshiptiesregulatedmaritalcustomsrulesandregulations.Peoplewhowere

relatedinanyway
couldnotbeallowedtomarry.
Qb.Outlineandexplainfactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutualresponsibility
intheTraditional
AfricanSociety
Goodmorals:Everymemberofthecommunitywasexpectedtodotherightthing

accordingtothe
normsofthecommunity.
Participationincommunalactivities:Meansofthecommunitywereexpectedto

participatein
communalactivitiese.g.wrestling,dancesandcommunalwork.
Sharing:Peoplesharedideasandevenproperty,whichcreatedharmonyamongthe

people.
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Divisionoflabour:Tasksweredistributedaccordingtoone’sage;genderto
avoidconflictsinroles.
Rules:InTraditionalAfricanCommunities,elders,menyouth,andwomenhadtheir

respectiveroles
toplaythatenhancedharmonyinthecommunity.
Virtues:Virtueslikegenerosity,obedience,kindnessandhonestywere

encouragedsincethey
contributedtowardsharmoniousliving.
Religiousbeliefsandpractices:AcommonbeliefinGod,thespiritsandancestors

createdasenseof
togetherness.
Qc.WhatwasthepurposeofbridewealthintheTraditionalAfricanSociety?
Itwasawayofthankingthebride’sfamilyfortakinggoodcareofher.
Itwasaformofcompensationtothebride’sparentsbecausethewomanwould

nowbelongto
anotherfamily.
Itwasasignofcontractthatthemanwouldmarrythegirlandtheywouldlive

togetheruntildeath.
Itrepresentedevidenceofthegroom’sabilitytotakecareofawifeandafamily.
Itwasasignofgenerosityonthesideoftheman.
Itinitiatedalong-lastingfriendshipbetweenthefamiliesofthegroomandthe

bride.
Itcementedamarriage.
Itwasasymbolofthemarriagecovenantbetweenthebrideandthegroom.
Bridewealthservedasanoutwardsealofthemarriagecontract.

Qd.Explaintheroleofmedicine-menintheAfricanCommunitiesandtheirrelevant
today
1)Medicinemen
Theyarealsoreferredtoashealers,herbalistsortraditionaldoctors.
Theyidentifiedillnessandtheircauses.
Theyidentifiedappropriatetreatmentandpreventionmeasuresfortheillness.
Theyavertedtheeffectsofacurse.
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TheyofferedsacrificesandprayerstoGodandtheancestors.
Theypreparedcharmsforprotectionagainstwitchcraftandevilspirits.
Theygavemedicinetoincreasefertilityinbothpeopleandanimals.
Theyactedascounselors,guidingpeopleonallissuesoflife.

2)RelevanceofModernSociety
Modernmedicinehasnotfullydisplacedherbalists.
Medicaldoctorsandscientificresearcherstodayworksidebysidewith

traditionalhealerssinceherbs
areusedtomakemodernmedicine.
Somepeoplestillbelievethattherearesomeillnessesthatcannotbetreatedin

hospitalshence;they
turntoherbalists.
Somepeoplealsobelievethatmedicinepeoplewhopracticemagichavethe

powertochangetheir
fate.
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