
0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

HISTORYANDGOVERNMENT
FORMONENOTES

(isabokemicah@gmail.com)

INTRODUCTIONTOHISTORYANDGOVERNMENT
THEMEANINGOFHISTORY
Historyisanaccountofeventsthattookplaceinthepast.Historymayalsobe
definedasabranchofknowledgewhichdealswithpasteventsofhumanbeings
andtheirresponsetotheirenvironmentovertheyears.R.GCollingwood,inhis
bookTheIdeaofHistory(OUP1994)definedhistoryasa“scienceconcerned
withthehumanactionsinthepast,pursuedbyinterpretationofevidenceforthe
sakeofHumanselfknowledge.”
Thathistoryisasciencebecauseitinvolvesfindingoutthingsaboutthepast
Humankind.Forexample,theoriginofMan,whyhewasatoolmaker,whyhe
domesticatedanimalsandplants.
Thesearequestionsthatprovokescientificcuriosity.
ThethreedefinitionsofHistoryfrom theaboveare:

Historyisthepastofanything;ofearth,man,diseaseoranimals
Historyisabranchofknowledgedealingwithpastevents
HistoryisascienceconcernedwithpastHumanactions

SinceHistoryatsecondarylevelisspecificallyconcernedwiththepastasit
relatestohumankindandhisresponsetohisenvironmentovertheyears,the
workingdefinitionofhistoryistherefore;

Historyistheendlessstoryofmankind’sactionsandeventsaffectinghim inthe
past.
Closelyrelatedtotheterm historyistheterm PREHISTORY.Prehistoryrefersto
theunrecordedhistory-thoseactivitiesthathumansengagedinbeforewriting
anddrawingwereinventedaswaysofstoringinformation.Suchinformationis
gainedfrom songs,myths,stories,artifacts,fossilsandthelanguageofapeople.
Ahistoricaleventneedstohaverecordedevidenceinordertobereferredtoasa
historicalfact
Characteristicsofhistoricalevents

Theymusthaveevidence.
Historicalinformationmustbewrittenorunwritten.
Historicaleventsonlyconcernman.
Historicaleventsdwellmainlyonthepasthappenings.
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Historicaleventsmustcontainelementsoftruth.
Thestudyofhumankind’spastcanbeclassifiedsystematicallyintothree;

Socialhistory-dealingwiththetraditions,valuesandculturalpracticesofa
people

Economichistory;dealingwiththemeansoflivelihoodofapeople,suchas
hunting,gathering,agricultureandtrade.

Politicalhistory;dealingwiththecontrolsystem inasociety,forexample
maintenanceoflawandorder,leadershipandsecurity.

THEMEANINGOFGOVERNMENT
Derivedfrom theverbgovern,governmentmeanstoexerciseauthorityover.To
ruleorcontrol.Orhavingpowertodirectorconductthepoliciesandpublicaffairs
ofacountryoraninstitution.Inourstudy,theterm governmentreferstoagroup
ofpeoplewithinastateoracountrygivenauthoritytoorganize,directandcontrol
theaffairsofthestateorcountry.InKenya,thegovernmenthasthreearms.
Thelegislature:-Commonlyreferredtoasparliament,thisisalawmakingarm of
government.
ItincludestheNationalassemblyandthepresident.
Theexecutive:-thisisthearm ofgovernmentwhichimplementslaws.Itincludes
thepresident,thecabinetandthecivilservice.
Thejudiciary:-thisisthearm ofgovernmentresponsibleforseeingthatthelaws
madeareconstitutional,thattheyarefollowedandthatthosewhobreakthem are
punished.Itiscommonlyreferredtoasthecourts.JeanJacquesRousseau,inhis
book,TheSocialContract,describesgovernmentas“anintermediatebodysetup
bythesubjectstoensureequity(fairness)andtheexecutionoflawswhile
maintainingsocialandpoliticalliberty”
Inthissense,governmentisnotdictatorialsinceitsauthorityisderivedfrom the
people.Peoplemusthoweverbefreetochoosetheirleaders,evenremovethose
inpowerandreplacethem withothers,inordertoensuretheexistenceofthe
principaloffairness.
FORMSOFGOVERNMENT
Therearefourformsofgovernment:
Democraticgovernment
Thisisatypeofgovernmentinwhichrulersregularlyseekpublicmandate
throughpopularvote.Suchgovernmentsarebasedontheprinciplesoffreeand
fairelections.
AccordingtoAbraham Lincoln,anAmericanstatesman,theyare“governmentsof
thepeople,forthepeopleandbythepeople”.Insuchagovernment,freedomsand
rightsareprovidedforintheconstitutionthatgovernsthelawofthenation.
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Aristocraticgovernment
Aristos–best
Kratos-powers
Anaristocracyisaform ofgovernmentinwhichagroupofpeoplefrom the
highestsocialclasstheroyalty-inasocietyruleoverothers.Anymemberofthe
nobilitycanseekelectionorappointmenttoagovernmentofficewhileother
citizenswhoarelessprivilegedaretheretoberuled.TheKingorQueenisthe
headofgovernmentwhileseniorpositionsinthegover-nmentaregiventothe
privilegedmembersfrom amongthenobles.Thenoblesareconsideredsuperior
toothershumanbeingsbecauseofthewealthyfamilyback-groundtheyareborn
intoandtheirsuperioreducation.Theyareconsideredararebreedofpeople.

Monarchicalgovernment
Thisisaform ofgovernmentwheredemocracyispracticedbutaristocratical
powerisrespected.Parliamentisthesupremeorganbutthemonarchy-the
royaltythatareinpowerbeitthekingorqueenisretainedasatradition,and
respectedasheadofstate.
Monarchicalgovernmentsareclassifiedintotwo;Absolutemonarchy:-which
referstotheunrestrictedpoweroftheHeadofState.Themonarchyisdictatorial.
Constitutionalmonarchy;-Themonarchicalpower,whichisrestrictedisdeterm-

inedbywhatisspeltoutintheconstitution.Suchasystem ofgovernmentis
foundinLesothoandBritain.
Dictatorialgovernment
Dictatorshipisasystem ofgovernmentwheretherulerhastotalpoweroverhis
subjects.Dictatorsarethesoleauthoritywheretheyrule.Theymakethelawand
executejusticeandexercisetheirruleforcefully,suppressingtheirsubjectsatwill.
Theycurtailfreedom ofothersubjectsandimposetheirwilloverothers.Examples
ofworlddictators;AdolfHitlerofGermanywhoinstigatedtheGermansinto
believingtheyweresuperiorraceandincitedthem againsttheJews.IdiAminof
Ugandawhoruledwitha‘rodofiron’
NB;themostidealform ofgovernmentiswherethesubjectsgototheballotto
electthepeopleto lead them.Governmentsplaytheimportantfunction of
maintaininglawandorder.
Importanceofstudyinghistory
a)Historyenablesustoappreciatepeople’sevolution,originofculturesand
developmentandhencefurthergoodrelationsandremovebiasesandprejudices
aboutotherpeople.
b)Whenwestudyhistory,weappreciatepeople’scontributiontonational
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develop-pment.E.g.freedom fightershencetheimportanceofmutualandsocial
responsi-bility.
c)Ithelpsustoknowtheoriginofmankind,hisdevelopmentandtheprogresshe
hasmadetothisday.
d)Weareabletounderstandourcultureandappreciatethecultureofother
people.
e)itinstillsasenseofpatriotism andnationalism amongcitizensastheylearnof
thepastpoliticaldevelopmentsoftheircountry.Itsstudyinspiresstrongfeelings
ofone’sheritageandthesenseofbelongingtoaparticularcountry.
f)Ithelpsusunderstandtheinterdependenceofmankindandhencetheneedfor
cooperation.
g)Itinfluencescareerchoice.Thestudyofhistoryleadstovariousprofessions.
E.g.law,diplomacy,church,politics,teaching,andadministration.
h)Thestudyofhistoryhelpsuscomprehendthesocial,economicandpolitical
developmentsofoursocieties
i)Itgivestimeandspacetopastevents.Throughthestudyofhistory,welearn
aboutthetimeandplacewhereaneventtookplace.E.g.weknowwhenMauMau
uprisingbrokeout(1948)andknowwhenKenyagainedindependence.
j)Ithelpsusdevelopacriticalmindaswetrytoexplainhistoricalevents.
Historianswillaskwhy,whenandhow.
k)Itprovidesintellectualfulfillmenttothelearner.Throughanin-depthstudyof
history,one’smindisenriched.
Importanceofstudyinggovernment
a)Ithelpsustoappreciatetheimportanceofgovernment.
b)Helpsusunderstandhowlawsaremadeandenforced
c)Helpsusunderstandtheorgansofthestateandthepowersvestedinthem
d)Helpsusunderstandhowgovernmentraisesandspendsrevenue.
e)Helpsuscompareourgovernmentsystem withothersystemsofgovernment
inothercountries.
f)Understandhowdevelopmentpoliciesareformulatedandimplemented.
g)Itmakesusknowourrolesascitizensandtherolesoftheleaderswhogovern
us.Thismakesbetterlaw-abidingcitizens.
h)Itsstudyhelpsusunderstandourresponsibilitiesaswellasthelimitations
withinwhichemustoperateforthewell-beingofeverymemberofthesociety.
i)Ithelpsusappreciatetheconstitutionandtheprocessofmakingandreviewing
lawsandstatutes.
j)Itinfluencescareerchoices.Forexample,thosewhochoosetospecializein
publicadministrationwillfindthestudyofgovernmentveryuseful.
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SOURCESOFINFORMATIONONHISTORYANDGOVERNMENT
Therethreemainsourcesofinformationonhistoryandgovernment;
a)Unwrittensources.
b)Writtensources.
c)Electronicsources
Unwrittensources

Thisreferstohistoricalinformationwhichisnotrecordedinwriting.Unwritten
sourcesofhistoricalinformationincludeoraltraditions,linguistics(languages),
Anthropology(culture)archaeology,paleontologyandgenetics.

Oraltraditions
Thisreferstothepracticeofhandingdownhistoricalinformationbywordof
mouthfrom oneGenerationtothenext.Thisformsaveryimportantsourceof
historicalinformationespeciallywhereexistsanon-literatesocietywhomightnot
beabletoread.
Oraltraditionsincludefolktales,proverbs,songsandstories.Songs,proverbs
folktalesandstoriestoldtoayoungergenerationhavebeenveryinstrumentalin
thepassingofinformationfrom onegenerationtotheother.Forexample,asong
aboutourstruggleforindependenceinKenyapassesveryimportantinformation
totheyoungergeneration,whonotyethadbornatthattime.

Advantagesoforaltraditionsasasourceofinformation
a.Oraltraditionshandsoverhistoricalfactsfrom onegenerationtoanotherinthe
absenceofwrittenrecords.
b.Itisthebestsourceofhistoricalinformationsinceeventheilliteratecanlearn
theirhhistoryusingoraltraditions
c.Itisalsoaform ofentertainment.Forexamplethroughsongs,folktalesstories
andproverbs,peoplegetentertained.
d.Itcomplementsothersourcesofinformation.
e.Thesourceofinformationiscaptivatingespeciallyifitisnarratedbyaperson
whoparticipatedintheeventhimself.Forexample,anEx-WorldWarIIveteran
narratingaboutthewar.
Disadvantagesoforaltraditionsasasourceofinformation
a.Thetruthandcorrectnessoforaltraditionsbecomeunreliableespeciallywhen
thenarratordeliberatelyconcealssomeinformationorlies.Peopletendto
concealtheirfailureswhiletalkingsomuchabouttheirsuccess.
b.Informationcanbexaggeratedastheyaretransmittedbyelderstosuccessive
generations.
Attimesitisdifficulttodifferentiatebetweenwhatisrealandwhatisimagined.
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c.Someinformationorfactsmaybeforgottenoromittedsinceoraltraditions
dependheavilyonhumanmemory.Thismakestheinformationpassedunreliable.
d.Datesofinformationmaybelacking.Thesourcemaynotgivecorrect
chronologyofeventsbecauseitdependsonhumanmemory.Itiscommonthat
peopleforgetimportantdatesandinformationaboutaparticularpastevent.
e.Itisanexpensivemethod.Onehastopayfortheinformant’stransportation,
lunchandaccommodation.Ahistorianmayalsoneedtotraveltofarplacesto
findinformation.
f.Itistimeconsuming.Onerequiresalotoftimetointerviewoneindividual.
Wheremanypeoplearetobeinterviewed,itmaytakealongtime.
Linguistics
Thisreferstothescientificstudyoflanguages.
Historicallinguisticsisthestudyoflanguageasitchangesnthecourseoftime.It
seekstotracetheprinciplesoflanguagechangeandestablishthecurrent
genealogicalclassificationofaparticularlanguage.Suchastudyhelpsin
discoveringlanguageform,content,vocabularyandhistoricalexperiencesofthe
peoplewhospeakthelanguage.
Distributionoflanguageandrelationshipbetweenlanguagesisimportanttoa
historian.Peoplewhospeakrelatedlanguagesmaybeassumedtohavea
commonorigin,beconnected,orhadbeeninclosecontactatsometimeinthe
past.Variationsbetweenlanguagesofthesamefamilycanshowhowlongago
thebreakincontactoccurred.

Advantagesoflinguisticsasasourceofinformation
a.Throughlinguistics,Factscanbeobtainedaboutthemovementofpeopleand
theirrelationship.Suchinformationhelpsexpertstocorrectlygrouplanguages
accordingtolanguagefamilies.
b.Ithelpsusunderstandcommunitiesbetteraspeoplewithacommonlanguage
mayhavecommonorigin.Itisgoodforestablishingfactsonorigin,migrationand
settlement.
c.Linguisticscomplementsothersourcesofhistoricalinformation.Forexample,
languageasamedium ofcommunicationhelpsthoseusingoraltraditionto
gatherinformationfrom varioussources.
d.Languagehasenabledhistoricallinguiststodiscoverlinksbetweendifferent
peoplewhichwerepreviouslyunknown.E.g.itisnowknownthattheBantushad
acommonoriginandpossiblyspokeonelanguage.Howeverduetolongperiods
ofseparationbetweenvarious
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Bantugroups,throughmigrations,thesegroupsmaynotunderstandeachother’s
languagetoday.
e.Linguisticshelpsinthedatingofmigrationofpeople.Languagedrawnfrom a
parentlanguagewillchangeinacertainwayandratethroughtime.When
comparingparentlanguagewithderivedlanguage,itispossibletoknowhowlong
thederivedlanguagehasindependentlyfrom theparentlanguage.E.g.Sheng
languageandKiswahili(parentlanguage).
Limitationsintheuseoflinguisticsasasourceofinformation
a.Itistimeconsuming/learningalanguagetakesalongtimethereforedelaying
acquisitionofinformation.
b.Thereisadangerofomittingawordwhentranslatingalanguage.Inthe
process,vitalinformationaboutapeople’shistorymaybelost.
c.Inaccurateinformationcanbepassedonwherewrongwordsareborrowed
from otherlanguages.
d.Somewordsmayjustbedifficulttounderstand.
e.Somelanguageshavebecomearchaicandirrelevanthencedifficultto
translate.
f.Misinterpretationofwordsmaymakethem difficulttounderstand.
g.Linguisticanalysisforclassificationpurposesmayfailtotakeintoaccount
languageswithtime.
h.Onewordmayhavedifferentmeaningsindifferentlanguages.Thiscaneasily
confusearesearcher.Forexample,NyoroinKikuyumeans‘smooth’,whilethe
samewordinLuomeans‘yesterday’.
i.Lackoforiginalspeakersinthelanguageunderstudylimitsresearchfindings.
Anthropology
Thisisthestudyofhumanbeings,theirorigin,development,customs,beliefs,and
socialattributeslikemusic,dance,drama,andreligiousbeliefsandpractices.
Anthropologistshavetoliveamongthepeopleunderstudyinordertoexperience
theirwayoflifeinordertounderstandandexplainstructuresofsocieties,forms
ofsocialorganization,institutions,descent,marriage,formsofgovernment,
systemsofinheritance,religiouscustomsandculturalvalues.Theanthropological
descriptionofthebeliefsandcustomsofapeoplewillhelpthehistorianto
determinetheculturalpastofthepeople
Advantagesofanthropologyasasourceofinformation
a.Bylivingamongthepeople,anthropologistshelptodiscover,understandand
explainstructuresofsocieties,formsofsocialorganization,cultures,etc.
b.Anthropologistsassisthistorianstodeterminetheculturalpastofthepeople.
c.Italsogivesadeeperunderstandingofaparticularaspectofapeople’sculture.
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Limitationsintheuseofanthropologyasasourceofinformation
a.Itisanexpensivemethodasitinvolveslivingamongthepeople.
b.Itisatime-consumingmethodofacquiringinformation.
c.Itisdifficultforaresearchertoadapttotheenvironmentsincethepeoplethey
arestudyingmaybeofatotallydifferentculture.Wheretheysucceedinadapting,
theyfacetheriskoflosingtheirownculture.
d.Peopleunderstudymaytrytobehavedifferentlywhentheresearcherisaround.
Aresearchermaythereforemissimportantdetails.
Geneticstudies
Geneticsisthescientificstudyofthewaysinwhichcharacteristicsarepassed
from parentstotheiroffspring.(Thestudyofheredityandthevariationof
inheritedcharacteristics.)Itdealswiththeayhumanbeingsadaptedtothe
circumstancesintheirenvironmentandutilizedavailableplantsandanimalsto
meettheirneeds.Whenusedinrelationtopantsgeneticstudieshelpsustrace
theoriginofvariousspeciesbyidentifyingthem withtheregionwherelarge
numbersofthem arefoundtoday.Afterthis,interpretationoftheirmovementis
made.Theappearanceofnewcultivatedvarietiescanbeidentifiedwiththe
peoplewhoseeconomytheyform apart.Also,commongenesorcharacteristics
amongagroupofpeoplemayindicatesomerelationships.
Archaeologyandpaleontology
Archaeologyisthestudyofman’spastthroughscientificanalysisoftheremains
ofmaterialremainsofhisculture,e.g.weapons,tools,houses,clothing,utensils,
paintingssculpture,pottery,coins,jewellery,cutlery,beadsandworkoarts.The
archaeologistreconstructstheactivitiesandwayoflifeofpeoplewholivedin
prehistorictimesfrom variousevidenceremainsofthematerialculture.Other
itemsthatcanbeusedinarchaeologyincluderemainsofcharcoalandcarbo-
nizedseeds,remainsofclothorgarments,remainsofdwellinglaces.After
studyingtheavailableartifacts,thearchaeologistformulateshisconceptofa
people’scivilizationatthetimetheartifactswereused.Theexistenceofartifacts
inanareacanenablethehistoriantodeducethematerialcultureofthepeople
wholivednthepast.
Palaeontologyisthescientificstudyoftheevolutionandstructureofextinct
plantsandanimals(fossils)throughscientificexaminationoffossil
remains.Historiansandarchaeologistsworkwithnaturalscientistslike
paleontologists,geologistsandecologistsandchemistryindiscoveringfossils,
gettinginformationaboutsoilstructure,interpretingman’srelationshiptohis
environmentanddatingoffossils.
Methodsusedbyarchaeologistsandpaleontologistsindiscoveringahistorical
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site.
a)Bylookingatareaswheretectonicforces(faulting)orerosionhaveoccurred.
Insuchareas,surfaceswhichmaygiveimportantcluestothepointoffinding
fossilsandartefactsareexposed.
b)Useofvision.Sometimesvisionmayhelpthem findonthesurfaceasmall
partofanearlysettlementsuchasafewstonesinaregularpattern.
c)Useofhistoricalresearch.Aplacethatmaybementionedinahistorical
documentorinanoralnarrativemaygiveacluetothegeographyoftheareaand
openupfurtherinquiriesintothepastcivilizationofsuchaclue.e.gOmoRiver
Valley,OlduvaiGorge,UrandBabylon.
d)Useofexperience.Anarchaeologistmayalsousehislongexperienceandskill
toidentifyapotentialsiteforarchaeologicalexcavation.
e)Duringcultivationandbuildingconstruction,farmersandbuildersmay
accidentallyexposeancientobjectsthatcouldarousethecuriosityofresearchers.
Forexample‘NyayoyaMungu’inTanzaniawasasinglefootprintonarock
surfacethatwasfoundin1995andbecameevidenceoftheexistenceofearly
humanbeings.
Advantagesofusingarchaeology
a)Archaeologygivesusdetailedinformationonmaterialculturethatother
sourcesmaynothave.
b)Archaeologygivesasenseoftime,astheartifactsaredated.
c)Itcomplementsothersourcesofinformationandthusensuresauthenticityof

theinformation.
d)Itprovidesinformationofvariednaturedependingonthematerialsfoundon
thesite.Forexample,iftools,weapons,coins,bones,rockpaintingsandother
itemsarelocated,atasite,alotofinformationmaybededuced.
Limitationsofusingarchaeology
a)Itisanexpensivesourceofinformation.Thisisbecauseonehastohire
labourerstoexcavatethesiteandgetartefactsandtakethem tolaboratoriesfor
analysis.
b)Itisatime-consumingmethod.Theresearcherneedsalotoftimetoprepare
foranexcavationandtakematerialforanalysisinlaboratories.
c)Itissometimedifficultforarchaeologiststolocateanarchaeologicalsite.
d)Someartefactsandfossilsarefragileandcanthereforebreakordisintegrate
duringexcavation.Thismayresultindistortionoftheanalysisoftheartefacts.
e)Archaeologyisonlylimitedtothestudyoftheancientperiodandtherefore
cannotbeusedtostudyrecenthistory.
f)Archaeologicalinformationmaysometimesbeinaccuratesinceitisoften
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basesoninferences(conclusions)andreconstructions.
g)Witharchaeology,itmaynotbeeasytoaccuratelydeterminethedatewhen
eventstookplace.Itisonlyestimatedthroughthemethodofdatingfossils.
h)Thereareveryfewarchaeologicalexpertsandfacilitiesforinterpreting
archaeologicalevidenceinKenya.Quiteoften,artefactsexcavatedfrom Kenya
aretakentoEuropeancountriesfordatingandanalysis.
Whatthingsdoarchaeologistsusetoconstructtheactivitiesofpeoplewholived
inpre-historytimes?
a)Lookingforregionsoftectonism (faulting)associatedwithfossilsand
artifacts.
b)Theylookforuniquefeaturese.g.stonepatterns.
c)Remainsoffossilsandartifactsdugoutbyfarmersandconstructors.
d)Theydig,excavateforartifactsandfossils.
e)Theystudyartifactsandfossilsfound.
f)Theymakeresearchinregionsassociatedwithevolutionofmane.g.riftvalley.
g)Theyclassifytheartifactsandfossils.
h)Theyusechemicalandscientificmethodstofindagesoftheirfindingse.g.
carbon14-datingmethod
Whatproblemsfacearchaeologistsintheirworkofrewritinghistoryusing
unwrittensources?
a)Theexerciseistooexpensive.
b)Itisdangerousandtedious.Animalslikewilddogscanattackscientists.
c)Identificationofthesiteisnoteasybecausesomeartifactsareburied.
d)Someartifactscanbedestroyedintheprocessofdigging.
e)Datingoffossilsisdifficult.
f)Personnelarefewhencemorework.
g)Poorinfrastructureinruralareaswheretheirresearchesaremainlybased
h)Archaeologistsmaysufferfrom diseasescausedbychangesinclimate.
i)Sometimestheclimateoftheirresidencediffersfrom thatoftheplacetheyare
taking
METHODSOFDATINGFOSSILS
Therearesixmethodsthroughwhichscientistsmayusetoarriveattheageof
fossils.
1.Geologicalperiods
Theseareperiodsthathavebeengivennamesbypaleontologistsandgeologists
forthepastages.Theyarecharacterizedbythesuccessivetypeofpantsand
animalsfound,andtheclimaticchanges.TherecentperiodistheHoloceneperiod
whichbegan10,000yearsagoattheendofthePleistocene.
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2.Chemicaldating
Theyexistintwotypes:
(a)Radio-carbondating
Thismethodinvolvesameasureoftherateofdecayofcarbon-14infossilsand
organicsubstances.Carbon-14isanaturallyexistingradioactiveelement
(isotope)ofcarbonofrelativeatomicmassfourteenandisfoundintheCarbon
Dioxidewhichispresentintheatmosphere.Itisabsorbedbyplantsand
consequentlybyalllivingorganismsduringtheirlifetime.Whenplantoranimal
dies,absorptionstops.Carbon-14alreadyabsorbedbeginstodisintegrateata
fixedratefrom thetimeofdeath.Iftheamountofcarbon-14stillremaininginan
organicsamplecanbemeasuredandrelatedtothecontentoftheisotopeinthe
modernplantoranimal,therateofdecaywillbeknown.Thedateatwhichthe
samplewasburiedwilleknown.Themeasurementtellsushowlongitissince
theorganism died.Theunitofmeasuringisknownashalf-life-thenumberof
yearsittakesforhalfthecarbon-14todecay.Howevertheaccuracyofradio-
carbondatingislimitedtoupto40,000yearsago.
(b)Potassium argonmethod
Thisisthemethodusedtodatevolcanicash.Duringvolcaniceruptions,
potassium isemitted.Assoonasthepotassium isdeposited,theradio-active
potassium-40immediatelybeginstodecayintothegasargon.Itisassumedthat
theargonisretainedinthemineralorrockunlessthereisearthmovement.Given
thattherateofdecayofpotassium isknown,theamountofargon-40compared
withtheamountofpotassium,givesadirectmeasureofage.Becauseofthe
slowerrateofdecayofpotassium thanthedecayofcarbon-14,thepotassium
–argonmethodisusedfordatesrangingfrom hundredsofmillionsofyearsto
30,000years.Recentlymethodshavebeendevelopedformeasuringthe
potassium andargonsimultaneouslyonthesamesampleusingnuclear.
3.Stratigraphy
Thisisthestudyandinterpretationofthelayersofrocksuccessivelydepositedat
oneplace.Itisusefulindeterminingdatesforareasaffectedbysedimentation.
ThroughStratigraphy,ageologicaltime-chartisobtainedshowingwhichrockwas
formedearlierorlater.
4.Fission-trackdating
ThisisamethoddevelopedfordatingPleistocenesamples.Theagesofglass
andothermineralobjectsestimatedbyobservingthetracksmadeinthem bythe
fissionfragmentsofuranium nucleitheycontain.ItrequiresthatUranium must
bepresent.Theageobtaineddatesfrom thetimetheobjectsolidified.This
methodhasbeenprovedreliablebybeingabletoprovidesamereadingfrom a
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sampleofglasswithalumpofpumicefrom OlduvaiGorgecorrespondingwith
thepotassium –argondatesfrom thesamelayer.
5.Lexico-statisticsdating
Lexico-statisticsisthestatisticalstudyofthevocabularyoflanguageswiththe
intentionsofdeterminingtheiragesandtheirhistoricallinkswithother
languages.Thestudyisbasedontheassumptionthatalllanguageshaveabasic
vocabularywhichwillchangeslowlyatacommonrateforalllanguagesatall
times.Theexistenceofreconstructedvocabularyoftheparentlanguagein
derivativelanguagesshowsthe
Relationshipbetweenthetwo

Glottochronology,asubdivisionofLexico-statistics,attemptstoestablishthat
languagesarehistoricallyrelated.bythismethod,thereisanefforttoexpress
ratesoflanguagedevelopmentbyformulaepreciseenoughtoenabledateswhen
changeoccurredtobecalculated
6.Statisticaldating
Throughasystem ofaveraging,thelengthofagenerationcanbedeterminedfor
a
Particularsocietyanddatesestimatedforeventsassociatedwithcertain
generations.
Ifthenumberandnamesofsuccessiveage-setsareremembered,thesame
system ofaveragingcanbeused.
Advantagesofusingunwrittensourcesofinformationonhistoryandgovernment
a)Informationaboutpeople’smovementandrelationshipisgiven.
b)Itisveryefficientwheretherestillexistedilliteracyandpeoplecouldnotwrite
orread.
c)Itinformsusofeventsintheabsenceofwrittenmaterials.
d)Datareceivedisprimary/firsthandsoaccuracyisenhanced.
e)Materialscollectedorexcavatedcanbestoredinmuseumsforfuture
reference.
f)Theycreateemploymentinmuseumswheretheyarestored.
g)Informationnotcapturedbywrittensourcescanbeobtainedfrom oral
traditions.
h)Thereisasenseofrealityasitinvolvesthingsthatareseenandtouched.
i)Unwrittensourcesespeciallylinguisticshelpindiscoveringthelinksbetween
differentpeople,whichwerepreviouslyunknown.
j)Detailedinformationonmaterialculturemaybeobtained.
k)Datingofthemigrationofpeopleismoreaccurateinunwrittensourcese.g.In
linguistics.
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Writtensources
Thesearesourcesinwhichlettersoranyothersymbolshavebeenputonthe
surfaceforthepurposeofcommunication.Theyincludebooks,archives,
constitutions,journals,novels,plays,newspapers,magazines,documentaries,
dairies,annualreports,periodicalandpaintings.
Writtensourcesareclassifiedintotwo;
a)Archivesandearlymanuscripts
Archivesareacollectionofhistoricaldocumentsorrecords,especiallythose
carryingclassifiedinformationofagovernmentoranorganization,whichaftera
periodoftimeareaccessibletothepublic.
Theyarealsoplaceswheregovernment,publicandotherhistoricalrecordsare
kept.-theyareresourcecentresforinformation.Amanuscriptisanauthor’s
handwrittenortypedtextthathasnotyetbeenpublished.Earlymanuscripts
includestonetabletsandscrolls.ThebibleandQuranarebasedonthesetwo.

b)Printedsources
Theyincludebooks,journals,novels,plays,newspapers,magazines,
documentaries,dairiesandannualreports.Photographsemploybothelectronic
andprintingprocessesbutbasicallyfallunderprintedsourcesWorksoffiction
suchasfilmsplaysandnovelsareimportantsourceofhistoricalinformation.
(Fictionisliteratureinform ofprose,especiallynovelsthatdescribeimaginary
eventsandpeople).Sinceworkoffictioninvolvesfeelingsandemotions,theycan
givemoreinformationabouthistory.Alsoreadinggoodhistoricalnovelsarouses
interestinhistoryandgivesthereaderintellectualfulfillment.Newspapersconvey
neworfreshevents,whichwiththepassingoftimebecomeshistory.
Advantagesofwrittenrecords
a)Writtenrecordspreservehistorysinceeventsarerecordedforfuturereference.
Theyareastoreofinformation.
b)Writteninformationcanreachorbedistributedtoallliteratepeoplealloverthe
world.
c)Writtensourcesarelesscostlycomparedtothoseofanthropologyor
archaeology.
d)Unlikeoraltraditionsourceswhicharelargelydependentonhumanmemory,
writtensourcesaremoreaccurateasinformationispreservedexactlyasitwas
recorded.
e)Writtenrecordsmaybewrittenortranslatedintodifferentlanguagesthus
reachingdifferentpeopleallovertheworld.
f)Writtenrecordsareinmostcasesreliableasbiasesandprejudicescoming
from authorscanbelimited.Thiscanbedonebycomparingwrittenmaterialwith
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statisticaldatafrom othersources.
Limitations
a)Whereanauthoromitsessentialinformationforonereasonoranother,a
writtensourcemayberenderedquiteunreliable.
b)Writteninformationmaybemisunderstoodormisinterpretedbyreaderseither
withtheintentionofdiscreditingothersortosuitone’sneeds.
c)Writersattimesarebiasedsincethewritefrom theirparticularpointofview.
Forexample,thewritingsofearlyexplorersandmissionaries.
d)Writtenrecordsareonlylimitedtoliteratepeoplewithinthesociety.–arenot
usefultoilliteratepeopleintheabsenceofliteratemembersofthesociety.
e)Attimes,dependingonthesocietyinvolved,acquiringwrittenrecordsmaybe
verycostly.
f)Readingwrittenrecordsisoftentime-consuming.
Electronicsources
Theseincludemicrofilms,films,videos,radio,andtelevision
Microfilms
Thesearefilmsonwhichextremelysmallphotographs(microphotography)of
documentsandprintedmatterarestored.Theyaretinnybutwhenmagnifiedcan
beclearlyread.
Theimportanceofconvertingdocumentsintomicrofilmsisforpreservation
purposesandsavingstoragespaces.
Radio
Thisisanauthoritativesourceofhistoricalinformationthatcaptureswordsand
emotionsofaneventasIwas.Forexampleradionewsonthepresident’s
speechesgiveslistenerstheactualinformationonnationalmatters.However,
radiolacksthevividnessfoundintelevisionandfilms.
Audio-visualsources
Theseincludetelevision,filmsandvideos.
Filmscarryindisputablehistoricalfactsasactionisrecordedlive.Theyalsogive
betterunderstandingofsomeaspectsofthesocialhistoryofagivenpeoplewith
regardtotheirmusic,dressandleisureactivities.Videosandfilmsmakethepast
comealive.
However,sincefilmsareacted,theycansometimesbeunrealisticastheymay
notpresentfactsbutanexaggeratedversionofanevent.Televisiononitspart
givesgoodhistoricalinformationasitdepictsthesituationasitwas.
Databanksanddatabases
Databanksarelargestoresoforganizedinformationwhichcanbeaccessedin
numberofways.E.g.ifitisabook,informationcanbeaccessedthroughanindex,
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atableofcontentorbybrowsing.Electronicdatabasesarestoredincomputer
andfacilitateeasyandfasterretrievalofinformation.Onecansearchfor
informationbyuseofanumberofsearchterms.Informationinadatabasecanbe
printedwhenrequiredbutcanalsobeaccessedinstantlyoncomputer.
Limitationsofusingelectronicsasasourceofinformationinhistoryand
government
a)TheyareSubjecttobiassincemostaudiovisualscontainforeignmaterials
carryingthebiasoftheproducer.
b)Somearelimitedtotheliterateonlye.g.informationindatabasesand
microfilmscanonlybeaccessedbyliteratepeopleandevencomputerliterate
peopleonly.
c)Theinformationmaybeinaccurateonlygivingwhatisappealingtothepublic.
TVcrewdepictonlywhattheywantto.Censorshipmayleaveoutvitalinformation.
d)Electronicsourcesofinformationaretooexpensive;mostpeoplecannot
afforde.g.TV,Radios.
e)Someactedfilmsareunrealisticandthereforecontainexaggerated
information.
EARLYMAN
Inthestudyofearlyman,wewillseektoanswerquestionsthathumanbeings
havealwayssoughttoanswerabouthowtheyappearedonearth,whetherthey
werecreatedandwheretheuniversecamefrom.
TheoriginofHumanBeings
Anumberoftheorieshavebeenputforwardtoexplaintheoriginofhumanbeings.
a.Thecreationtheory.
b.Themythical/traditionaltheory
c.Theevolutiontheory
TheCreationtheory
TheJews,ChristiansandMuslimsrecognizethecreationstoryasnarratedinthe
firstbookofbibleandinQur’an.Thatthewholeuniversewascreatedbygod.
ThatGodalsocreatedman,womanandalllivingthingsandallnon-living
creatures.ManwascreatedinGod’sownimageandwomancreatedtoprovide
manwithcompanionship.
TheMythicalTheory
AmongAfricancommunities,therearemythsabouttheiroriginallofthem
pointingtothefactthatthefirstmanwascreatedbyGod.
Examples:
AmongtheAgikuyu,theirGod(Ngai)createdthefirstman,Gikuyu.Hethe
providedhim withawife,Mumbi.Hegavehim landatMugurwewaGathanga.
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OneofthemythsamongtheNandistatethatthefirsttwopeople,maleand
femalecamefrom thekneesofagiantman,whenthekneesbeganswellingand
laterbursforthetwotocomeoutfrom eachoftheeitherknees.
TheEvolutionTheory
CharlesDarwin,anEnglishmanlivingbetween1809and1882questionedthe
acceptanceofthecreationtheory.ThroughscientificexpeditiontoSouthAmerica
andthepacificislandsin1831,hedevelopedinterestinfossils(remainsofplants
andanimalsfoundbeneaththeearth’ssurface.)in1859;hepublishedhisideasin
abooktitledTheOriginofSpeciesbyMeansofNaturalSelection.Theideas
enlistedinstantbattlesfrom theChristianfraternitysaveforonesupporter,
Huxley.
Clearlythetheoryofevolutionwasnotacceptedbutithelpedtomakepeople
awareofthenewideasconcerningtheoriginofman.
Whatisevolution?
Evolutioncanbedefinedastheprocessofchangeinlivingorganismsovera
numberofyears,frequentlyinvolvingthebeginningofnewspeciesfrom earlier
species.
AccordingtoCharlesDarwin,mantransformedfrom simplelifeslowlyover
millionsofyearsthroughenvironmentalmutation,naturalselection,isolationand
adaptation.

Mutationwasastageofabruptchange.
Naturalselectionisaninstinctbywhichthestrongerspeciesoutcompetethe

weakerforresources.
Adaptationiswherethesurvivingspeciesisolatethemselvesfrom othersas

theyadapttonewenvironmentthroughbodychangesandtechnologicalchanges
e.g.abilitytogrowcropsandmakeshelter.
Darwin’stheoryofnaturalselectioncomprisesthefollowingpoints.
Allorganismsorcreaturesareuniquelydifferentandthisuniquenessisbasedon
heredityfactorswhichanorganism hasfrom birth.
Althoughmanyyoungorganismsareproduced,fewmanagetodevelopto
maturity.
Theorganismsthatmanagetogrowtomaturityandreproducearethosethatare
abletoconstantlyadapttotheexistingenvironment.Inviewofthelimited
resources,evenaftermutation,Darwinarguedthatonlythefittestorganisms
surviveastheweakspeciesbecomeextinct.Thistheoryispopularlyknownas
‘survivalforthefittest’.AccordingtoDarwin,isolationandadaptationisthefinal
stageintheevolutionprocess.Havingsurvivedthroughmutationandnatural
selection,themergingspeciesincreaseinnumber.Thisleadstosearchforbasic
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needsandintheprocessaspeciesmaybeisolatedfrom therestandthenfinally
adapttothenewenvironment.ThetheoryofevolutionholdsthatHumansbelong
totheanimalkingdom andthatmanhasevolvedovertheyears.Manisaprimate
justasapeslikegorillas,chimpanzeesandmonkeys.However,manbelongsto
thefamilyofhominidae,whileapesbelongtothefamilyofpongidae.
ManaccordingtoDarwindevelopedovertheyearsfrom hisape-likeancestors.
Evolutionandadaptationofman
TheearliestMammalslivedontreesfortworeasons;
a)Therewasmoresupplyoffoodotreessuchasinsects,leavesandbirds’eggs
b)Security.Animalsweremoresecurefrom theirenemieswhileupontrees
Manevolvedfrom thiskindofanimals
ArchaeologicalevidencepointsatEastAfricaasthecradleofmankind.
ReasonswhyEastAfricaisregardedastheplacewheremanfirstevolved
a)Evidencefrom archaeologists’showthattheearliestapesfirstevolvedaround
lakeandriftvalleyareas.Andifmanevolvedfrom apes,thenthefirstmanmust
haveappearedineastAfrica.
b)ThesavannalandscapesfoundineastAfricafavoredevolutionwhilethe
conditionselsewhere(forestsanddeserts)Wereunfavourable.
c)Thebonesandweaponsandtoolswhicharchaeologistsarefindingare
proofstothis.ThesefindingsarewidespreadinOlduvaiGorge,Olorgesaillie,and
NgorongoroandaroundlakesofeastAfrica.
d)Thediscoveryofremainsofearlyhominidsandtheirmaterialculturewhich
form apatternofhumanevolutionprovethis.E.g.wecantracetheevolutionary
processfrom DryopithecustoRamapithecustoAustralopithecustoHomohabilis
toHomoerectustoHomosapiens.
ImportantarchaeologicalsitesfoundinEastAfrica
InKenya;-RusingaIsland,FortTernannearKericho,KariandusinearElementaita,
Gamblescave,Olorgesaillie,KobiForanearLakeTurkana,HyraxHillandNjoro
Rivercave.
InTanzania;-OlduvaiGorge,EyasiSimila,ApisRockandGarusi
InUganda;-Nsongezi,Napak,Magosi,Paraa,Ishanga,MweyaandNyabusora
InEthiopia;-OmoRiverValleyandHadar.

Overalongperiodoftime,man’sancestorslivedinthickforests.Laterabout15
millionyearsago,theforeststransformedintosavannagrasslandscausing
man’sancestorstochangebothphysicallyandmentallysoastocopewiththe
newenvironment.
Thechanges
a)Thetailwhichnolongerhadanyvalueinthesavannadisappeared.
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b)Manbecamemoreuprightastherewerenomoreimpedingvegetationaswas
thecaseoftoomuchfoliageandintertwiningvegetationintheforestsandalsoto
reducesurfaceareaontowhichsolarinsolationhadeffect.Thesealsoenabled
quickermovement.
c)Thelegandfootformationchangedtoenabletheweightofthebodytobe
supportedandbalancetobeachievedwhilemovingoratastandstill.
d)Gradualuseoffrontlimbs(handsforholdingobjects)enabledmantomake
toolswhichmadeworkeasier.Thelimbsalsofoundanotherroleofprotection
from otherpredators.
Astheforestsdisappeared,competitionforfoodintensifiedandhumanshadto
changetheirearliereatinghabits.Somefossilevidenceclearlygivedistinctive
evidenceofthebreak-offpointbetweenapesandhominids(mans
ancestors.)ThechangeswhichHomosapiensunderwentasabreak-offfrom
apestomodernman.
a)Theskullsizeoftheearlyhumanbeingsbecamelargerindicatingbigger
brains.Forexample,Australopithecus,wholivedbetween5and1millionyears
ago,hadabraincapacityof
530cm3.Homoerectuswholivedlateronhadanimprovedbraincapacityof
between775and1225cm3.
b)Theirjawsandteethbecamemorepowerfulcomparedtoearlierforms
indicatingtheiruseintearingandcuttingtoughfibresandeventheneedfor
defenceasaweapon.Thesizeofthejawsandteethbecamesmaller.
c)Theydevelopedarefinedspeechascomparedtoearlierforms.
d)Theyweretallerwithlesshairontheirbody.
e)Theforearmsandhandsunderwentsomechanges.Theydevelopedathumb
forgraspingobjects.Theirarmsandhandsbecameshorter,moreappropriatefor
anuprightposture.
f)Theirlegandfootformationalsochanged.Theirfeetandtoesweresmaller
thanearlierhominidsinordertosupporttheweightoftherestofthebodywhile
motionlessormobile.Thetoeswerenolongerinneedforholdingontobranches.
From apestohomosapiensapiens
Between40and25millionyearsago,thefirstapesappearedonearth.Thefirst
man
(Austropithecus)appearedaround4.5millionyearsago.
Thefollowingarethestagesthroughwhichtheevolutionofmanpassed.
1)Aegyptopithecus-AnEarlyAfricanMonkey
~Aegyptopithecuswasreconstructedfrom amonkeylikeskullfoundatFayum
DepressioninEgypt.Heformsearliestevidenceofprobableman'sancestors.
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~ItsTeethwerethoseofaherbivore
~IthadaSmall,about4kgandwasnamedEgyptianape.
~Itwashighlyadaptedtoforestlife.Hadstereoscopicvision.Itcouldjump
skillfullyfrom onetreetootherusinghands.ItDated33millionyears
2)DryopithecusAfricanus(proconsul)
~ItsRemainswerefoundatRusingaIslandwithinLakeVictoriabyMaryand
LouisLeakeyin
1948.ItsSkullappearancewasmoreclosetomodernmanthanto
Aegyptopithecus.
~Hehadaquadrupedalmovementlikeachimpanzee.HehadaSmoothforehead.
~Hehadlongteethlikeotheranimals.Theshapeofhisteethandjawsindicated
thatHeatefruits.ItishisremainsthatstrengthenthebeliefthateastAfricawas
thefirsthomelandofmankind.
3)Kenyapithecus(Ramapithecus)
~Heisbelievedtohaveappearedbetween15and12millionyearsago
~FirstremainsfoundFortTernaninKerichoDistrict,Kenya,in1961byDr.Louis
LeakeyandMary.OtherfossilsfoundatSamburuHills,nearLakeBaringoaswell
asintheLakeTurkanabasin.
~TheequivalentspeciesfoundintheSiwalikisHillsinnorthernIndianearNew
DelhiwasnamedRamapithecus
~Hehadsmallcaninesandcouldoccasionallywalkontwoswithoutfalling.
~Thecreaturewassmallandweighed36kgwithbiggerbrainsthanearlier
hominids.
4)Australopithecus(southernape)
~By4-2m yearsagoaseriesofspeciesknownasaustralopithecinesbeginto
appear.Perhapsitwastheearliesthomidclosertomodernman.
~Thepelvisandlegweresimilartothatofmodernhumans.
~Theywerebipedalandthiswasimportantindefence,graspofobjectsand
visionofanimpendingdangerfrom adistance.
~HisBrainsizewassmallerthanthatofahumanbutlargerthangorilla’s.
~Hewasoneofthemosthairyhominidthateverexisted.
~HewasShortbutstrongwithalowforehead.Hadlargeteethandskulls
~HisremainswerefirstdiscoveredatTaunginBotswanabyRaymondDartin
1924.
~ThebrokenupskullfoundinEastAfricaatOlduvaiGorgein1959byMary
Leakey,wascalledZinjanthropus-‘Nut-Crackerman‘sinceithadbigjawsthat
suggestitkeptonchewing.
~OtherfossilsfoundinSouthAfrica,OmoRiverValley,LaetoliinTanzania,near
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lakesTurkanaandBaringoinkenyaandLNatron
FourtypesofAustralopithecinesthathavebeenidentified
a)AustralopithecusAfarensis
b)AustralopithecusAnamensis
c)Australopithecusafricanus.
d)AustralopithecusRobustus
e)AustralopithecusAnamensis
~Heisagedbetween4.2and3.9millionyearsagoandisbelievedtobeoneof
theoldest

Australopithecines
~Evidenceofhisexistenceisobtainedfrom theReconstructionofMaterial
consistingof9fossilsfrom KanapoiinKenyaand12fossilsfrom AlliaBayin
KenyafoundbyDr.MeaveLeakey,Dr.AllanWalkerandthefourfossilhunters
(KamoyaKimeu,WambuaMangao,NzubeMutiwaandSamuelNgui.)
~Thefossilremains(comprisingalowerjaw)werenamedA.Anamensisin
August1995inaleadingBritishScientificjournal.
~Hehadrelativelylargecanines.
~Thehomidwasagedbetween3.9and3.0millionyearsago.ItsNameis

derivedfrom AfarDepressioninEthiopia.
~HeHadApelikefaceandhuman-liketeeth.HewassmallinstatureandBipedal,
butWalkedbentover,notfullyupright.
~Theyhadverysmallbrains-Braincapacityfrom 375to500cc–(ItsBrainwas
thesizeofanorange.)
~Theyhadabonyridgeovertheeyes,alowforehead,aflatnose,andalsothey
hadnochin.
~RemainsfoundatLaetoliinTanzaniaandTugenHillsinBaringoDistrict.
c)AustralopithecusAfricanus(A.Gracilis)
~A.africanusexistedbetween3and2.5millionyearsago.A.africanuswas
slenderlybuilt,orGracile(Gracilemeansslender)withaheightof1.5m.
~WassignificantlymorelikemodernhumansthanA.Afarensis,withalarger
brainandmorehumanoidfacialfeatures.
~Hadlargeteeth,jawsandskull
~A.africanushasbeenfoundatonlyfoursitesinsouthernAfrica—Taung
(1924),
Sterkfontein(1935),Makapansgat(1948)andGladysvale(1992).
d)AustralopithecusRobustus
~HeLivedbetween1½-2myainSouthAfrica.
~HeisthebiggestandmostrecentAustralopithecine.-weight68kg.Hehad
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morerobust
skull,jaws,andteeth.
~ Heatefruits,nutsandrawtubers-wasapparentlyavegetarian.
~ HisRemainswerefoundprimarilyincavedepositsatSwartkransand
KromdraaiinSouthAfrica.
~ HisAveragebrainsizewasabout530cc
~ TheEastAfricanA.RobustuswasnamedA.Boisei
5)Homohabilis
(“HandyMan”)-“manwithability”.
~ HeistheearliestknownspeciesofthegenusHomo;thatis,thefirsthuman
species.Helived2.5-1.5millionyearsago
~ HewastheFirstHomospecietocreateandusestonetoolsforhuntingand
dailylife.Homohabilisdepictedtheabilitytomakebettertoolsthanhis
predecessors.Thatiswhyhewasreferredtoasmanwithability.
~ HisBrainsizewas-500-800cc;-theBrainshapeismorehumanlike.
~ Hewascapableofrudimentaryspeech.
~ Hewasabout127cm (5'0")tall,andabout45kg(100lb)inweight,although
femalesmayhavebeensmaller
~HisfossilswerefoundintheOlduvaiGorgeinTanzaniain1964byDr.J.Leakey.
~ HisRemainswerealsofoundatHadarandOmoRiverValleyinEthiopiaand
kobiforaalongL.TurkanabyBenerdNgeneoin1972.
6)Homoerectus(“UprightMan”)
~HewasBIPEDAL-standingabout4-5feettallwithalargerbrain(700-1250cc).
Helivedbetween2millionand200,000yearsago.
~HewascleverasillustratedbyhisabilitytomakeAcheuliantoolssuchasthe
handaxewhichwasusedasanaxe,knifeorevenasascraper.HewastheFirst
hominidtoinventandusefire.
~Theirskeletonswerelargerandshowedthattheywerequiteheavilymuscled
~Theywereomnivorouslikemanyotherearlyhominids.
~Onlyhadhairontheirheadandbacklikearementhatwehavetoday
~RemainsfoundinHardar,Ethiopiawheretheskeletonofafemale‘Lucy’were
found.
~OtherfossilswerefoundnearNariokotoneRiveronthenorthwesternshoresof
LakeTurkanabyKamoyaKimeuin1984.
~AlsoatOlorgesaillienearMagadi,IsimilanearIringainTZandTenerifein
Algeria.
~ThemostfamousHomoErectusfossilwasfoundinacaveinZhoukoudian,
ChinaandbecameknownasPekingMan/Javaman
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7)Homosapiens(“WiseMan”thinkingman)
~TheirMaindifferencewiththeirhominidancestorsistheirextreme
intelligence–theywerethesmartesthominidthateverlivedwithaBraincapacity
of1000-1800cc
~Theylivedbetween200,000and150,000yearsago
~Theyimprovedtheirwayoflifebymakingavarietyofflint,bone,woodand
stonetools
(Microliths)
~Theyhunted,gatheredandfished.Lateron,theydomesticatedplantsand
animals
~TheirRemainswerefoundatEliyeSprings,KanjeraandKanam inKenya,Bodo
andOmoRiverValleyinEthiopiaandNgalobainTanzania.
Threesub-speciesofHomosapiensexisted;
a)Rhodesianman
~ Thesub-speciesWasdiscoveredinZambia,hencethenameRhodesianman
~ Hehadstraightlegsandwalkedwithlongstrides.
~ Rhodesianman’sBrainsandskullwereverysimilartothoseofmodernman.
b)Neanderthals
~ HisRemainswerefoundinNeandervalley,Germany(1856).TheyLivedin
cavesandvalleys
~ Hewas5feetand5inchestall-muchstronger,heavilybuiltandmore
aggressivetoo.
~ HeHadverythickeyebrowridgesliketheotherhominids
~ HeMadeclothesfrom animalskins.Theywouldscrapeanimalfatsotheycan
usetheskinasclothing.
~ TheywereprobablytheFirsthumanstoburytheirdead.Hewasmostlikelythe
mostintelligenthominidotherthanmodernhumans.
~ Hewasanomad,gatheringandhuntingdeer,wildpigsandwildsheep.Their
weaponswereusedtoimpaleanimals;therefore,tokillthem,theyhadto
approachtheanimalandgetveryclose.Thiswasdangerousandprobablycaused
injuriesandevenfatalities.
~Communicationwaskeyinhuntingbecausetheyhadtoworkasateam.They
hadtheabilitytousecomplexspeech;however,theirsentenceswereprobably
basic.Insteadofpaintingoncavewallstheypaintedtheirfaces.
~OtherremainswerefoundinAsiainFrance,Belgium,Gibraltar,Italyandformer
Yugoslavia.
~Theybecameextinctabout30,000yearsago.
c)HomosapiensCro-Magnon
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~Hewasalmostidenticaltomodernhumansalthoughquitemuscularandtaller.
Hadlong,lowskullandawideface,asharp,risingforehead,bushyeyebrowsand
prominentchins
~Theyhadabigbraincapacityandhadverycomplexthinking
~Hewashunter-gatherer,painterandlivedincaves
~Heknewhowtomakeclothes
~HisFossilremainswerefoundinWesternEurope.Theirskeletonsstillremainin
Francetoday
~Theybecameextinctaround10,000yearsago
8)Homosapienssapiens
~Homosapienssapiensaremoderndayhumans.Theyevolvedabout50,000
yearsago.
~Theyhavebigbrainsandamoreadvancedfacultyforcuriosityandintelligence
~Theyhavealargebraincapacity.Theydonotjustthink,theyplanahead,make
accurateforecasts,andstudythestarandthegalaxies
~Theyhavemadeinventionsthathavemadelifemorecomfortable.
~TheyareAround5feet6inchestallandWalkfullyupright
~TheyhaveMinimalhaironourbodies(replacedbyclothing)-Wehaveclothes
thataremadefrom brands,factories,wealsoseworknitourownclothing.
Thegrowingknowledgeofgeneticstructureandfunctionshasenabledhuman
beingstocloneanimalsusinggenesobtainedfrom existinganimals,thereby
producingoffspringsthatlooksexactlyliketheoriginale.g.theworkofDr.Wilmut
IanattheRoslinInstituteofEdinburgh,Scotlandthatledtothefirstclonedsheep
nameddolly.Scientistsaremakingattemptstoevenclonehumans.Morerecent
discoveriesofearlymanincludetheToumaifoundinChadin2002datingabout6
to7myaIn2000,anotherdiscoverywasmadeinBaringo,Kenya(millennium man)
andisbelievedtodate6mya.ThediscoverywasmadebyMartinPickfordand
EustaceGitongaotheNationalMuseumsofKenya.
Appearanceofraces
Ithasbeenhypothesizedmodernhumans,usingsuperiortechnologyandmore
efficientadaption,outcompetedotherhominidspeciestoquicklyemergeasthe
onlysurvivinghominidspeciesontheplanet.Thoughwefeaturemuchdiversityin
appearance,thesedifferencesareminorcomparedtoourbiological
similarities/allhumanbeingsarequitecloselyrelated.Manyofourphysical
differences(skin,color,haircolor,etc.)arerelativelyrecentadaptationstolocal
environmentconditions.Evolutionaryforcessuchasgeneticdrifthavealso
playedaroleinourcreatingsuchvariationaswell.
Biologistsandanthropologistsclassifiedhumansintothreedifferentgroups
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basedonphysicalcharacteristics.
Negroids,foundinAfrica.
CaucasiansfoundinEurope
MongoloidsfoundinAsia,

Moderngeneticshasrevealedthatthesecategoriesmakeverylittlesense
biologicallysincemodernracesarederivedfrom acommonstockandthe
differentracesareabletointerbreed.Therearealsonodifferencesinintelligence
amongallracesofmankind.
Theterm “race”hastraditionallybeenusedbyscientistsastheequivalentofthe
subspeciesconceptwhenclassifyinghumans.TheCulturalandeconomic
practicesofearlyman
Whatisculture?
Cultureisthewayoflifeofapeople-Customs,languageandsocialinstitutions
Thethingsthatearlyhumansmadeandusedformedtheirmaterialculture.Early
man’sculturecanbeunderstoodthroughstudyofStoneAgeorPaleolithic
periods
WhatisStoneAge?
Thisreferstotheearlyperiodofhumanhistorywhenman’stoolsandweapons
weremainlymadeofstoneandtosomeextend–woodandbone
TherearethreeStoneAgeperiods
1)Oldstoneage-Paleolithicperiod-4,500,000to50,000years
2)Middlestoneage-Mesolithicperiod-50,000-15,000years.
3)NewStoneAge–Neolithicperiod-15,000-1,500years
ThePaleolithicAge
“Paleolithic”->“OldStone”Age-4,500,000–50,000yearsago
ThePaleolithicisthelongestofallstoneages,coveringroughly2millionyears.
ThehominidspecieswholivedsidebysidewereAustralopithecus,Homohabilis
andHomoerectus.
EARLYSTONEAGETOOLS
ThehominidsMadetoolsfrom stone
TheToolTraditionswascalledOldowantools/pebbletools.Thetoolswere
namedafterOlduvaiGorgewheretheywerefound.Theyweremadeby
AustralopithecusandHomoerectus.Theywerealsoknownaspebbletools
becausetheyweremadeofstones.
AmongthefindsatOlduvaiwerethechopper,fisthatchet(coretools)andseveral
flaketools.SuchtoolswerealsofoundatKobiForanearLakeTurkana,Omo
RiverValleyinEthiopia,andKafuValleyinUganda,ShabaprovinceinZaireandin
Algeria,Tunisiaandmorocco.InKenya,thetoolswerefoundatsitesinkariandusi,
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Olorgesaillie,Kilombe,Chesowanja,Mtongwe,IsenyaandLewa
DownsAustralopithecus“SouthernApe”Theydidn’thavetheintelligencetomake
sophisticatedtools,sotheymayhavemadetoolsoutofbonesthatthey
foundAustralopithecusafarensismostlyusedtoolsthattheyfoundorthatnature
hadcreated,examplewasastick,whichtheystuckintoatermitemound,thenthe
termitesclungtoitlettingtheapepulloutthestickcoveredinfood.Heis
howeveralsocreditedformakingOldowantools.
HomohabilisandtheOldowanTradition
Theymadestonetoolsforchopping,scraping,andcutting.MakingofChoppers
(lowerleft)involvedknappingafewflakesoffthecore.Bothcoresandflakes
wereused.TheKnappercouldstrikeasphericalpieceofstoneuntilFlakefallsoff
oppositeside.TheToolwouldthenbeflippedoverandprocedurerepeated.
SeveralblowswouldcreateacuttingedgeRequirementsreflectIntelligence,
Planning,foreknowledgeofdesignandKnowledgeofbreakagepatternofrock.
TheremustalsobeHand-eyecoordination
ThesecondphaseoftheOldStoneAgewasmarkedbytoolscalledAcheulian
tools,namedafterthesiteofStAcheulinFrance.OthersfoundinTanzania,
Uganda,Malawi,Zambia,andZimbabwe.InKenya,thetoolswerefoundat
Kariandusi,Olorgesaillie,Kilombe,Chesowanja,Mtongwe,IsenyaandLewa
DownsTheyweremadebyHomoerectus.HomoerectusandtheAcheuliantool
technology.Signaturetool:awell-designedhandaxeandcleavers
TheHandaxehadmultipleuses,from cutting,skinning,scrapinganimalskins,
diggingandsharpeningboneandwood.
CharacteristicsofAcheulianhandaxe
~ItwasBifacial:bothsideswereknapped
~Symmetricalinbreadth
~Shapedtoapointononeend
~Theedgeisthinandsharp
~Broadendiscurved,butedgeisstillsharp.
ProcessofManufacturingAcheulianHandaxes
Dozensofflakeswereremovedfrom thecore,from 25to75.Eachflakeblow
mustbepreciselypositioned.TheCoremustbeturnedoveragainandagainto
maintainsymmetryandtokeepedgestraight.Alltheexteriorrind(cortex)was
removed.Itwasademandingtask-ThehandaxewasSymmetricalandfinely
shaped.
OLDSTONEAGE-HUNTINGANDGATHERING
TheearlyStoneAgepeoplelivedinsmallgroupsandwereabletohuntforfood
usingsharpenedrocksandsticks.Theyusedsimplehuntingmethodsofchasing
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wildanimalsandthrowingstonesatthem.Theyalsomadetrapsbydigginglarge
pitsonthepathsusedbyanimals.Theyaterawmeatfrom smallanimalslike
lizardsandrodents
Womengatheredediblefruits,eggsandroots-hadabalanceddiet.
THEOLDSTONEAGE-SHELTERANDCLOTHING
Humansduringthisperiodfoundshelterincavesandtree-tops.
Theirbodieswerehairyenoughtokeepthem warm-lackofclothingwas
thereforebearableduringthisperiod.Moreover,thesavannahswerealsowarm
enough.
Theyalsopreferredthegrasslandsbecausetheyprovidedthem withthemuch
neededwaterandfoodTheAustralopithecushadaverysmallbrainandthat
limitedtheactionstheycoulddo.TheAustralopithecuswereveryhairysothey
didn’tneedanyclothes.Australopithecusdietwasmostlymadeupoffruitsand
vegetablestheyfound.IfAustralopithecusfoundadeadanimalitwouldscavenge
ofitbuttheAustralopithecusafarensiscouldn’tcookthemeatandkillthegerms.
Mesolithicage
Mesolithic“middleStone”Age-200,000–10,000yearsago.
TheyperiodwascharacterizedbysuperiorbrainsandabilityofHomoerectusand
Homosapiens.Greatimprovementswerewitnessed.
TOOLS
Signaturetool;SangoantoolmadeusingLavalloismethod
ThetoolwasnamedafterSangoBaysiteonL.Victoria-Tz
TheLavalloistechnology
Itinvolvedusingcoresofsmallerstonestohitbiggerones.Thetoolmakerwould
drawoutlineofflakeonstonemoduleandStrikeoutflakesandbladesofdesired
shape.Therockwouldbepreparedbeforehandtocontrolhowrockbreakswhen
struck.Theflakesandbladeswerethentrimmedintoavarietyofknives,scrapers,
spearpoints,choppersanddaggers.AlsoMousteriantools(specializedstone
toolsandweapons)weremade.
Tang-thefirsttoolwithahandlewasinventedinthisperiod-40,000yearsagoin
northernAfrica.FirewasalsoanotherimportanttoolinventedbyHomoerectus
andheuseditasfollows
~Forwarmthatnight,lighting,tocookrootsandroastmeat,forhunting
(bushfires),tool-makingtohardentips,meansofcommunication,food
preservation
~Italsoenabledhominidstomigrateoutofsavannah
MESOLITHIC–FOODANDCLOTHES
Homoerectuswasconsideredthefirsttruehunters.Becauseofbettertools



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

(Handaxe),fireandaxes,theycouldhuntlargergamesuchasdeer,rhinos,pigs,
elephants;buffaloesetc.andcooktheirfood.Peoplelearnttowearanimalskins
andmakewaist-beltsandnecklaces.Theyalsopaintedthemselveswithred
ochreandoil.
MESOLITHIC–SHELTER.
Manusedidentifiableshelter.AnexamplewasfoundatOrangiainSouthAfrica.
Manalsousedrockshelter(rocksscoopedouttomakehollows).Latermanlived
incaveswithentrancecoveredwithanimalskinstokeepwindandrainaway(e.g.
MatupiCaveinZaireandGamblescavenearNakuru.
MESOLITHIC–LANGUAGEANDROCKART
Familieslivedinsmallgroupsforsecurityreasons.Thereweredistinctlanguages
toenhancecommunications.Rockpaintings-Picturesofanimalswerepaintedon
wallsandrocks.ExamplesofCavepaintingswereleftbehindatKondoaand
singidaareasinnorthTanzaniaandatApolloIIcaveinS.A.Thispictures
signifiedman’sbelieveinmagic(arrowspiercinganimalshehopedtokill)
SOCIALORGANIZATION
Therewasefficientgrouporganizationasevidencedbytheabilitytocarryout
large-scalehunting.Languageinventionfurtherstrengthenedthesocialbonds
andculturesofearlyman
TheNeolithicage
Neolithic “NewStone”Age-15,000–4,000yearsago
ThisperiodwasmarkedwiththeEmergenceofHomosapiensandhomosapien
sapiens.
THENEOLITHICTOOLS
ManbecameaVeryskilledtoolmaker-theymadetoolsknownasmicroliths-
(smallpieceofsharpstonetool).Forexample,acrescentoralunatewhichhada
straightsharpcuttingedgeandacurvedbluntedback.Theirweaponsinclude
stoneaxes,knives,spears,harpoons,woodenbows,andsharp,stonetipped
arrows,hooks,needles,andbonefishhooks.NEANDERTHALSwerethefirstto
createthepointedtiponhuntingspearsandharpoons
THENEOLITHICSHELTER
Earliersapiensusedcavesastheirhomesinsteadofbuildingone.Later,they
madepermanenthomesthatlookedliketentsortepees,outoftreebranches,
grass,mammothbones,andanimalskins.Theyusedormadesomesortofpaint
touseontheircavepaintings.
FOODANDAGRICULTURE
Mandomesticatedplantsandanimalsthoughhecontinuedtohuntandgather.
Manchangedasfrom Nomadiclifestyletosettledstationarylifestyle;
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a.k.a.sedentary
Populationalsoincreasedduetobalanceddietandadequatefood

THENEOLITHICGOVERNMENT
Duetosettledlifeandimprovedsettlement,rulesandlawsweresetupasabasis
ofgovernment.Somepeoplealsospecializedinleadership,religiousactivitiesas
wellasmakingofcrafts.
THENEOLITHICRELIGION
Man’slanguageandreligiousbeliefsdevelopedasaresultofdependingon
naturalforceslikerain.Theybegantoponderoverissueslikelifeand
death.EvidenceisfoundatHyraxHillandNjororiverCavewherehumanfossil
remainswerefoundburiedwithitemssuchastoolsandseedsorfoodThe
practiceofburyingsomeonewithhispossessionsimpliedabeliefinlifeafter
death.Neanderthalswerethefirsttoburytheirdead.Theyalsoseemedtohavea
conceptionofanafterlifeasshownbytheactualburialsiteatLaFerrassie,
France,withseventombsincludingaman,awomanandseveralchildren’sgraves
lyingsidebyside.
THENEOLITHICARTANDCRAFT
Humansspecializedincraftssuchasbasketry,potteryandlatersmelting
Evidencedbythishorse’headcarvingtotheright.
DEVELOPMENTOFAGRICULTURE
Definitionofagriculture
Itisthecultivationofcrops.Themoderndefinitionofagricultureincludesanimal
husbandry,fishfarmingandbee-keeping.
ThebeginningofAgriculture
Thedomesticationofplantsandanimalsbeganover10,000yearsagoduringthe
Neolithicperiod
Whymandomesticatedplantsandanimals
a.Theincreaseofhumanpopulationneededregularfoodsupply-natural
environmentcouldnolongerprovidesufficientfood.
b.Climaticchanges-increaseddrought,threatenedplantlifeandanimallife
makingnaturalfoodscarce.
c.Competitionforexistingfoodinthenaturalresultedininadequatewild
food/overhuntingofanimals.
d.Huntingandgatheringwasincreasinglybecomingtiresome.
e.Calamitiessuchasforestfiresorfloodssometimesdestroyedvegetationor
drovewildanimalsaway.
f.Developmentofsettledlife.Manhadtostopalifeofmovementinsearchof
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foodandwater.
g.Developmentoftools(microliths)e.g.sickleswoodenplough,etc.
h.Availabilityofvarietiesofindigenouscropse.g.wheatandbarley.
Therearetwotheoriesthatexplainhowagriculturestarted;
1.TheIndependenttheory.Agriculturedevelopedindependentlyindifferentparts
oftheworldespeciallyalongrivervalleys.
2.OnePlaceTheory/DiffusionTheory-Cropgrowingandanimalkeeping
developedamongpeopleofsouthEastAsia.Thentheideaspreadtotherestof
theworld;MiddleEast,India,CentralAmerica,China,SoutheastAsia8,000BC
7,000BC6,500BC6,000BC5,000BC
CROPGROWING
Thetransformationfrom huntingandgatheringtogrowingoffoodcropswasa
gradualdevelopment.Thefirstcropsweregrownbymaninareaswherethey
existednaturally.
CropgrowingfirstdevelopedintheFertileCrescentwhichisintheMiddleEast.
Neolithicwomennoticednewgrainplantsgrewwhentheyaccidentallyspilled
grainseeds.Theytriedscatteringseedsonpurpose–itworked!
~Animalsoftenfindplantsinplaceswithwater/goodsoil-Hunterssawpattern
~Peoplestayedatsites,animalsbecametamer
~Peoplestartedweeding/irrigatingsoplantswouldgrowbetter
~Startedsavingseedsofbetterplantstoplant
~Oneseason,nomadslikedasitesomuchtheystuckaround
~Stayedsolongtheyharvestedacropandthensawitgrowtoharveststage
again
~Groupslearnedtogrowacropfrom seedtoharvestandthenmoveon
~Sincemendidthehuntingandfemaleswereresponsibleforthefoodgathering,
womenlearnedhowtoplantseeds,aswellasprocessandpreparethefood.
Theabovefactspointoutthatthebeginningofcropfarmingwasaccidentaland
mainlythroughtrialanderrorEarliestcropstobedomesticatedwerebarley,wheat,
sorghum,millet,rice,maize,yams,cassava,potatoes,bananasandgrapes.Since
theygrewindifferentenvironments,thereweremanycentresofagricultural
revolution.Forexample;
~MiddleEast.
~IndusvalleyinIndia.
~Nilevalley
~Theyellowrivervalleyinchina
~TheDanubeValleyinEurope.
WHEAT
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Originallygrowninsouth-westAsia
Initialtypewasbrittlewheat-thenreplacedbyanon-brittletypein7500BCcalled
emmer
WheatthenspreadMesopotamianplainsby6000BCtoEgyptby3000BC,thento
Mediterraneanregion,centralAsia,IndiaandsouthernEurope.
BARLEY
Thefirstcerealtobedomesticated.InitiallygrewwildlyatMureybatonthe
EuphratesinSyriabetween7000-6000BCAnotherevidenceofgrowthfoundat
Alikosh(Iran)andJericho(Jordan)ThenspreadtoEgyptatFayum in4500BC.
ThenspreadtoIndiaandchinabyabout2000BC.
SORGHUM ANDMILLET
Originatedfrom AfricaatHoggatinsouthernAlgeriaasearlyas6000BC
SpreadtoWestAfricatoaroundSudanareabetweenNileandChad,by1500BC
FingermilletoriginatedinEastAfrica.
LaterthetwospreadtoAsiaandChina.
RICE
OriginatedinAsiawherecurrentlyisastablefood-inThailandatabout3500BC
ThenspreadtoIndia,EuropeandJapan
TheAfricanvarietywasgrownalongtheupperNigeraround1500BC
MAIZE
Origin-CentralAmericaatabout5000BCatTehuacaninMexico.
InAfrica,wasintroducedbythePortuguesein15thc.
YAMS
Thefirstrootandtubercroptobedomesticated-9000BCinsouthEastAsia.
TheAfricanvariety,thewhiteguineayam wasgrowninIvoryCoast.
DOMESTICATIONOFANIMALS
TheDogwasthefirstanimaltobedomesticated.Thenextanimalswerethe
sheep,Goats,cattleandcamels.AnimaldomesticationBeganthrough
establishmentoftiesbetweenmanandanimalsduringhuntingorwhenfetching
water.
Dog
Assistedhumansinhunting,drivingawaydangerousanimalsandherding
livestock
Goats
TheGoatwasfirstdomesticatedinsouthwestAsiain5000BC.Evidenceofthisis
foundatTellAbuHureyra,TepeAliKosh,andDehLurenKhuzestaninsouth-west
Iran.AlsoinIraq,upperTigrisvalley,turkeyandsouthJordan.Goatdomestication
wasinEgyptin5000BCSheep.Sheepwasdomesticatedafterthedog.Fossil
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evidenceofsheepkeepinghasbeenfoundatZawiChemiShanidinIraqand
datingtoabout9000BC.SheepwerealsokeptinSyria,EgyptandSaharanregion
thentoWestAfrica.SheepwasalsokeptinIndusvalleyandyellowrivervalleys.
Cattle
Cattlewasfirstdomesticatedinsouth-westAsiaasearlyas5800BCinturkeyand
theninIranandIraq.ItthenspreadtoEthiopiaandNorthAfricafrom Asia.
Theshort-hornedcattleoriginatedinMesopotamiathenspreadtoAfricaand
Europe.
Camel
ThoughcamelsareassociatedwithNorthAfricatoday,theoriginalhomehas
beentracedtoNorthAmericafrom wheretspreadtoSouthAmericaandAsia.
TheAsianands.AmericanspeciesbecametheancestorsoftheAlpacaand
Illama.Twotypesofcamelsexisttoday-theone-humped(foundinMiddleEast,
northernchinaandAfrica),andthetwo-humpedcamel(foundincentralAsia.)
Camelsweredomesticatedabout3000BCto2500BC

Importanceofthedomesticationofanimals
a)Someofthem likecattle,sheepandgoatsprovidedmanwithregularfoodi.e.
Milk,meat.
b)AnimalHidesorskinwereusedasclothingandbeddings
c)Thehornswereusedforcommunication.
d)Hoovesandbonesofanimalswereusedascontainersandasdrinkingvessels.
e)Someofthedomesticatedanimalslikethecamel,donkeyandhorseswere
usedfortransport.
f)Domesticanimalsliketheoxenandthedonkeywereusedtoploughlandfor
farming.
g)Thedogprotectedmanagainstdangerousanimals.
h)Someofthedomesticatedanimalsproducedmanurewhichgreatlyimproved
agriculturalproduce.
EARLYAGRICULTUREINMESOPOTAMIA
MesopotamiawasthelandbetweenthetworiversTigrisandEuphratesandlayin
thepresentdayirag.Itwasoneofthecentresofearlycivilizationasearlyas3000
BC.
Foodproductioninthisregionbeganasearlyas8000BC.
ReasonswhyearlyagriculturedevelopedinMesopotamia
a)Availabilityofindigenouscropsandanimalsintheregione.g.Wheat,barley,
datesandgoats,sheepandcattle.
b)ExistenceoffertilelandalongrivervalleysofTigrisandEuphrates-consisting
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ofdepositedsilt.
c)Availabilityofwaterfrom riversTigrisandEuphrateswhichwasusedfor
irrigation.HeavyrainsexperiencedintheZaggroesMountainscontributedto
floodsontherivervalleys.
d)Inventionoffarmingtoolse.g.Hoes,ploughs,sicklesandseeddrillwhich
promotedagriculturalactivities.
e)Existenceoftransportsystem inform ofdonkeys,canoes,rivertransportetc;
whichwasinstrumentalintransportationofinputsandoutputs.
f)Politicalinstabilitythatenabledpeopletopracticeagriculture.
TheSumeriansarecreditedasthefirstpeopletouseirrigationingrowingcrops.
Whentheriverwateroverflowedthebanksduringflooding,theSumerianshadthe
skillofcontrollingitthroughcanalsintothedrylands.(Canalorbucketirrigation).
Theyalsousedfarm implementstoimprovecropgrowing.Forexampletheuse
ofox-drawnploughsandseeddrillspulledbyoxentoreplacestonehoes.Mostof
thepeopleduringthesummercivilizationearnedtheirlivelihoodasfarmers,
craftsmen,fishermenandcattlebreeders.Mostofthelandwasinform oflarge
estatesownedbytherulersorthewealthyclasses.Thepeasantsweregiven
smallplotsalongwithseeds,farm implementsandanimalsinexchangefor
labour.
TheCropsgrownincludedbarley,wheat,vines,date,palms,grapes,olives,onions,
figs,melonsandcucumbers.Milkanimalskeptincludedgoatsandcow.Also
ducks,pigs,geeseandhorseswerekept.
ImpactofearlyagricultureinMesopotamia
a)Itledtosettledlifeaspeoplenowneededtoconcentrateonfarming.
b)Foodproductionincreased.
c)Therewasanincreaseinpopulationalongtherivervalleysduetoplentyand
regularfoodsupply.
d)Therewasemergenceofcity-statesandurbancentres.ForexampleUr,Uruk,
Eridu,Nippur,KishandBabylon.
e)Surplusagriculturalproductionledtodevelopmentoftradebetween
communities.
f)Therewasincreasedspecializationasallcouldnotengageinfarming.Some
becamecraftsmen.
g)Agricultureinfluencedwritingandarithmetic.Managementofestatesrequired
knowledgeinaccounts.Theform ofwritingthatwasdevelopedwasknownas
cuneiform involvingtheuseofstonetablets.
h)Theinventionofthewheelbyaround3000BC.itwasusedincartsto
transportfarm produce,formakingwarchariotstotransportsoldiersandalsoin



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

pottery(thepotter’swheel)
i)Theploughwasalsoinvented.Thefirstox-ploughconsistedofsimplyatree

trunkwithonesmallbranchprotrudingupwardswiththeotheroneupwards.The
inventionmeantthatonlyafewpeoplewereneededtocultivateland.
j)Therewasthedevelopmentofscienceandmathematicswiththedevelopment
ofthefirstformulasformeasuringtime,distanceandarea.Therewasalso
developmentinthefieldofAstronomy.
k)Religiouspracticesalsodevelopedwiththeconnectionofmostofthegodsto
agricultureinonewayoranother.Forexample,Ninurtawasagodoffloods.
l)Developmentoflaw.Acodeoflawswascompiledasameansofminimizing
conflictinsociety-theHammurabi’scode.
EARLYAGRICULTUREINEGYPT
Asearlyas7000BC,peoplehadalreadysettledintheNilevalley.Byaround5000
BC,theEgyptianshadgraduallyadoptedagriculture,departingfrom ahunter-
gatherersociety.
ReasonsthatenhanceddevelopmentofearlyAgricultureinEgypt
a)AvailabilityofWaterforirrigationandfordomesticusefrom riverNile.
b)Existenceoffertilesiltdepositsandmudoriginatingfrom thefloodingofthe
NilebetweenJulyandOctoberannually,whichprovidedfertilesoilforcrop
farming.
c)AnotheradvantagewasthatEgypthadasuitablewarm climateforcrop
growingandripening.
d)TheUseofshadoofIrrigationtechnologyensuredproductionoffoodduring
droughtseasons
e)Presenceofindigenouscropsandanimalsfrom whichdomesticationwas
made.WheatandbarleyhadalreadybecomeindigenoustoEgyptaswere
animalslikesheepandgoats.
f)Foreigninfluencefrom SouthWestAsiawherefarmingwasfirstpracticed.The
proximityofEgypttoMesopotamia,thefirstcentreofagriculturaldevelopment
ensuredthatsheborrowedheavilyfrom there.
g)TheNaturalprotectionoftheregionfrom foreignattacks,sincetheNilevalley
wasprotectedbytheLibyanDeserttotheWest,theNubianDesertandNile
cataractstotheSouthandtheNilecoastdeltaontheNorth.
h)Politicalstability.
i)Highpopulationcreatedneedformorefoodandprovidedfarm labour.
j)Availabilityofslavelabourmadecropfarmingasuccess.
k)Theinventionanduseofimplementsthatincludedwoodensticks,knivesand
woodenhoesenabledthefarmerstoincreasetheiryields.
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l)TheexistenceofwritinginEgypthelpedtheEgyptianstokeepaccuraterecords
ofseasonsandvolumeoffood.
Theshadoofirrigation
ThiswasthemethodofirrigationusedinEgyptduringthedroughtseasonwhen
theriverwasnotflooding.Ashadoofisawoodendeviceforliftingwaterfrom a
riverintothecanals.Itconsistedofalongpoleswingingupanddownbetween
twosupportingwoodenpostsOneendhasaweighthangingonthepolewhilethe
otherendhasaskinbucket.Thebucketispulleddownanddippedintothewater
byaperson.Itiscausedtorisebytheweight,oncewaterhasbeenfilled.The
otherpersonemptiesthewaterintothecanaltobedrainedintothefields.The
Egyptiansusedfarm implementslikesticks,knives,axes,sicklesandhoesAmong
thecropsplantedinEgyptincludedwheat,barley,fruits,flax,beans,vegetables,
cucumbers,onions,lentils,dates,figsandgrapes.Theyusedthebroadcasting
method.Shiftingcultivationwasalsopracticedbeforehumanpopulation
increased.Theykeptanimalslikesheep,goat,pigs,donkey,cattleandpoultry.
Thestatedirectedproduction.Itcontrolleddistributionofharvestsaswellas
handicrafts.
Governmentownedhugegranariesandgodownswhichwereusedtostorefood.
Thekingwasregardedastheguardianwhopresidedoverfoodsupplyforall.The
masteroflargessewasresponsibleforallthelivestockinthecountry.Intheyear
whenagriculturalproductionwaspoor,theheadoftheexchequerwouldtakecare
ofthedistributionofseedsandlivestock.
EffectsofearlyagricultureinEgypt
a)Duetoimprovedfarming,therewasincreasedfoodproductionthusensuring
regularfoodsupplies.
b)TherewasGrowthinpopulationasfoodsupplyincreasedandbecameregular.
c)Agricultureledtopermanentsettlementofpeople.Asaresult,theirliving
standardsimproveddramaticallyastheyreapedfrom farming.
d)AgriculturepromotedtradeamongtheEgyptians.Itledtoproductionof
surplusfoodthatinturnwasusedtoincreasetradingactivities.
e)AgricultureLedtoriseofurbancentresortownsinEgyptsuchasMemphis’s
akhetan,AswanandThebesalongtheNilevalley.
f)Agricultureenabledsomesocietymemberstospecializeinotheractivities
sinceafewcouldnowproduceenoughfoodforall.Someengagedinhandcrafts,
geometryetc.
g)AgricultureLedtoemergenceofgovernmentandrelatedgoverninglaws.
h)LikethecaseofMesopotamia,itledtothediscoveryofarithmetic,geometry,
writingandcalendar.Thesewereusedbytheprieststokeeprecordsandmake
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accuratepredictionofannualfoods.TheEgyptiancalendarisbelievedtobethe
earliestcalendarintheworld.
i)ItpromotedsocialstratificationorclassesinEgyptiansociety.
Effectsofearlyagriculture
Summarizefrom theeffectsinEgyptandMesopotamia.
THEAGRARIANREVOLUTIONINBRITAIN
Theagrarianrevolutionreferstorapidchangesandimprovementsinthefieldof
agriculture.
Between1750and1850Europeancountriesunderwentchangesinagriculture.
Thechangesweremarkedby

Anewsystem oflandownership
Useofmachinesandnewfarmingmethods.

TherevolutiontookplacefirstinBritain.
CHARACTERISTICSOFAGRICULTUREINBRITAINBEFORETHEAGRARIAN

REVOLUTION
1.Feudalism waspracticed.
WhatisFeudalism?
“Looselyorganizedsystem ofgovernmentinwhichlocallordsgovernedtheirown
landsbutowedmilitaryserviceandothersupporttoagreaterlord(nobility)”
Thefeudalkingshadplentyofland;buttheycouldnotcontrolitall.Sotheygave
landtolords(nobility)inexchangeforprotection,loyaltyand$.Nobilitythengave
Partoftheirlandtotheserfs(peasants)whowouldworkonitandgivepartof
theircropstothelocal(land)lord,forlettingthem farm theland.
2.Farmerspracticedopen-fieldsystem.
Inthissystem landwasdividedintothreeportions;
I.Portionone-growingcornandwheat
II.Portiontwo-forbeans,barleyandoats
III.Portionthree-leftfallowtoregainfertility.
Suchasystem didnotalloweffectivefarmingsincelandwasnotfullyutilized.
Italsodiscouragedlivestockfarmingsinceitallowedeasyspreadoflivestock
diseases.
Therewasuncontrolledbreedinginlivestockinsteadofselectivebreedingsince
livestockgrazedtogether.
FallowlandandexistenceofCattleandfootpathsthatcrisscrossedthefarms
wastedalotofland.
3.Strippingasamethodoffarmingwasused.Theexistenceofstripsmeantthat
Landportionsweresmallanddiscouragedtheuseofmachines.
4.Useofsimpletoolsandimplementsthatincludedsticks,hoesandlater
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ploughs.Cultivationwasthereforeonsmallscalewithcroprotationbeingused
asamethodofimprovingfertility.Itwashowevernoteffective.
5.Useofbroadcastingmethod.Broadcastingmethodofplantingledtowastage
ofseedsasitwouldbeeatenbybirdsandrodents
6.Intercroppingwaspracticed.Thegrowingoftwoormorecropsonthesame
pieceofland.
7.Mixedfarming.Livestockwasallowedtograzeonfallowland
8.Mono-cropping-plantingthesametypeofcropyearafteronthesamepieceof
land.NB;thiswasaninefficientsystem leadingtolowyields
CHANGESTHATMARKEDTHEAGRARIANREVOLUTIONINBRITAIN
1.Fallowswereabolishedandavailablelandsusedeffectively.Thiswas
influencedbypopulationthatoccasioneddemandformorefood.Thefarmers
couldnolongeraffordtoleavelandtoregainfertility.
2.Applicationofnewmethodsoffarming.
Introductionanduseoffertilizersinfarms
LordViscountTownsenddiscoveredthatcloveraddednitrogentothesoiland
turnipscouldsurviveinwinterandbeusedtofeedcattle.
Townsendintroducedanewfour-coursecroprotationcalledtheNorfolksystem
consistingofbarley,clover,turnipsandwheatonsameplotforafour-yearperiod.
In1843,JohnBennetLawesdiscoveredtheuseoffertilizersandopeneda
superphosphatefactoryinLondon.
3.Useoffarm machinerieslikethehorsedrawndrillingmachineinventedby
JethroTullin1701whichreplacedthebroadcastingmethod.Ironhoeswereused
insteadofsticks,topreparetheground.In1925,thewoodenploughwasreplaced
withanironplough.PatrickBell’sinventionofthemechanicalreaperreplacedthe
sickleinharvestingcorn.AndrewMeiklesinventedamechanicalthresherin1876
whichcouldcutandbindcornatthesametime.
Theuseofmachineschangedagriculturefrom asmallscaletoalarge-scale
business.
4.Intercroppingtoretainlandfertility.E.g.ofmaizeandbeans.Thispractice
enabledfarmerstorealizemoreyields.
5.Applicationofscientificprinciplestofarming.Forexample,Selectivebreeding
oflivestockinventedbyRobertBakewell(1725-1795).Hewasabletodevelopthe
shorthorn,Devon,theHereford,AberdeenAngusandAyrshire.Healsoimproved
sheepbreedssuchastheLeicester,Shropshire,Suffolkandtheoxford.Pig
varieties-theYorkshire,BerkshireandTamworthbreeds
6.Fencingoffarms/landenclosuresystem;theintroductionoflandenclosures
puttoanendtostripfarming.Thiswasademandoftherichlandlordsthatland
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shouldbeenclosedbyfencing.Theenclosureactenabledrichpeopletoacquire
moreland.Asaresultmorelandwasputunderproductionandmorelandcould
beploughedbyonefarmer
Positiveeffectsofthelandenclosuresystem introducedinBritain
a)Itcreatedlargefarmswhichalloweduseofhorsedrillandcrop-rotation.
b)ThefarmswereeasilymanagedandFarmerscouldspecializeincropor
animal
production.
c)Farmerscouldusetheirtitledeedstoborrowmoneyfrom financialfirmsfor
the
improvementoftheirfarms.
EffectsofthelandenclosuremovementonthepeasantfarmersinBritain
a.Thecreationoflargefarmsledtolandlessnessamongthepeasantfarmers,
b.Peasantfarmerssoldofftheirlandtotherichfarmersbecausetheycouldnot
affordtocultivatetheland.
c.Thelandenclosuremovementledtodisplacementofpeasantfarmersfrom
their
landandhencetheymigratedtotowns/causedrural-urbanmigration.
d.Therural-urbanmigrationofpeasantfarmersledtoovercrowdinginurban
centres/congestioninurbancentres.
e.Thelandenclosuremovementcausedemigrationsofthepeasantstoother
countriessuchasUSA,Canada,Australia,newZealandandsouthAfrica
f.Thepoorfarmerswereexploited,astheyhadtoselltheirlabourtofarmersand
tothefactories/exploitationofthepoorpeasant’slabourforce.
7.Theroyalagriculturalsociety.Itwasestablishedin1838.Throughthejournals
ofthesociety,newideasandtechniquesoffarmingwerepublicizedalloverthe
country.Asaresult,manyfarmersbegantoadoptthemodernmethodsof
farming.
CAUSESOFAGRARIANREVOLUTIONINBRITAIN
1.Landconsolidation;theintroductionoflandenclosureswhichputtoanendto
stripfarming.Asaresultmorelandwasunderproductionandmorelandcouldbe
ploughedbyonefarmer.
2.Developmentofnewmethodsoflivestockbreeding;morescientificmethods
ofbreedinglivestockweredeveloped.Theyinvolvedselectivebreedinginwhich
animalswithsuitablecharacteristicsweremaintainedintheherds.
3.Developmentofnewtoolsforfarmingwhichhelpedtoincreaseagricultural
productivity.e.g.useofseeddrill,Rotterdam plough,threshingmachineand
tractors.
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4.Developmentofnewmethodsofmaintainingsoilfertilitye.g.thenewcrop
rotationsystem allowedthecontinueduseoflandwithoutexhaustingitsfertility.
Chemicalfertilizerswerealsoproduced.
5.Developmentofagriculturalresearchinuniversitiesandresearchinstitutes
assistedinimprovementofsoilsandcropyields.Newspapersandagricultural
journalshelpedtospreadtheresultsofthisresearchtofarmers.
6.Impactofindustrialrevolutionwhichprovidedtheagriculturalsectorwith
inputsandmarket.
7.Populationincreaseledtohighdemandforfood.
EFFECTSOFTHEAGRARIANREVOLUTIONINBRITAIN
1.FoodsecurityforthepopulationofBritainduetoimprovedfarmingmethods.
2.TherewasGrowthofpopulationinBritainduetofoodsecuritylowered
mortalityratesandincreasedlifeexpectancy.
3.TherewasGrowthofcapital/plantationfarmingtoreplacesubsistence
farming.Duetotheenclosureact,ownershipoflargefarmswasencouragedand
subsequentlymechanization/plantationsweresetup.
4.Poorfarmerswhocouldnotaffordfencinglosttheirland.Capitalfarming
thereforeledtoemergenceoflandlesspeasantsaslargetractsoflandwere
consolidatedinenclosures.Thepoorpeasantswerecompelledtomigrateto
urbanareaswheretheyweresubjectedtopoorlivingconditions.
5.Tradeexpandedlocallyandinternationally.Whenfarmingwascommercialized,
Britainexpandedtradethusboostinghereconomy.
6.Growthofaworkingclass.Thelandlesspeasantssoughtwageemployment
onfarmsorintownsintheemergingnewindustries.Thusaclassofworkers
begantoemerge.
7.Transportsystemslikeroadsandrailwaysimproved.Theywereusedto
transportagriculturalproductstothemarketandrawmaterialstoindustries.
8.Industriesbenefitedfrom agriculturalrawmaterials/developmentof
industries.Anumberofmachinesproducedbyindustrieswerealsousedin
agriculturetoboostproduction.
9.EmigrationofBritishnationaltootherpartsoftheworld.Someofthelandless
peasantsmigratedtoUSA,Canada,Australia,NewZealandandSouthAfrica.
10.Intensificationofscientificresearchbytheroyalagriculturalsocietytocarter
fortheexpandingagriculturalsector.
THESPREADOFAGRARIANREVOLUTION
From BritaintherevolutionspreadtootherpartsofEuropeandAmericasand
thentherestoftheworld.Ideaslikecroprotation,useofmachines,selective
breedingoflivestockanduseoffertilizersspreadintocontinentalEuropefrom
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Britain.Thegovernmentsencouragedagriculturalscienceandresearch.
TheworkofLouisPasteur(1890-1960)aFrenchmandiscoveredthatdiseaseare
causedbybacteriaandsterilizationoffoodsuchasmilkthroughboilingkeepsit
bacteria-freeforlongtime
THEAGRARIANREVOLUTIONINTHEUSA
TheAmericaswastheoriginofmanycropsintheworldtheAmericanIndians
weresubsistencefarmersgrowingcropslikeyams,potatoes,maize(corn),cocoa,
tomatoes,cotton,tobacco,beansandcassava.Politicalandreligiousdifferences
inEuropeinthe17thcforcedmanyEuropeanstosettleinAmericaaswasalso
theenclosuresystem inBritain.Craftsmenandlabouerersalsomovedinsearch
ofbetterlife.Theimmigrantsettlerscamewithhorses,sheep,cattle,pigs,fowls,
seedsandplantsfrom Europe.Someofthem participatedinimprovingthe
machinesthatwerealreadyinuseinEurope.Forexample:
a.1837-JohnDeereayoungblacksmithfrom Illinoisinventedasteelplough
b.1837-CyrusMcCormickestablishedafactoryinChicagotoproducereapers
c.1837-DanielMasseyproducedasimilarmachineinCanada.
d.1792-EllyWhitneyinventedthecottonginandcottonpicker
Americanscientistsalsodevelopedtherefrigerator.Forexample,JohnPerkins
(1766-1849)anAmericaninventorpatentedthefirstprototyperefrigeratorin
Englandin1834.ThefirstAmericanpatentforarefrigeratorwasawardedtoJohn
Gorrie(1803-1855)in1851.1859-FerdinandCarre,aFrenchmaninventedthe
absorptionsystem inarefrigerator.Thiswasamajormilestoneinpreservationof
meatandotherfoodsinAmerica.SeveralagriculturalzonesemergedinAmerica
duetodifferencesinsoilfertilityandclimate:
a.North-Easternparts-Ranchinganddairying
b.Thesouth-cottonzone.
c.Centralregion-maize.
d.North-westwheat
Therewaslargescalemechanizedagricultureespeciallyaftertheabolitionof
slavetrade.MostcashcropsweregrowntoproviderawmaterialstoEuropean
industries.TobaccowasgrowninVirginiaandMaryland.Riceandindigowere
growninGeorgiaandSouthCarolina.Cattle’srearingwasdonein
Texas.Transportdevelopmentalsoenhancedagriculturaldevelopment.For
example,watertransportusingthegreatlakes,railwayandroad
transport.Alexandergraham bellinventedthetelegraphtoenhance
communication.
USAalsoinvestedinthefieldofscienceandresearchwhichboostedagriculture
withbetterhybridseedsanddifferentstrainsoflivestock.
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FACTORSTHATFACILITATEDTHEDEVELOPMENTOFAGRICUL-TUREIN
AMERICABEFORE1800
a.Theenclosuresystem inBritainledtotheSettlementofenterprisingEuropean
emigrantswhowishedtomakealivingthroughagriculture/Determinationof
Europeanimmigrantstosucceedasfarmersastherewasnoothersourceof
livelihood.Europeanimmigrationintotheregionalsoledtopopulationincrease
anddemandformorefood.Theimmigrantsalsointroducednewcropsandnew
methodsoffarmingleadingtoagriculturaldevelopment
b.Scientificresearchmadeitpossibletoimprovestrainsofcropstoresist
diseases,todevelopsuperioranimalbreedsandtodevelopnewfoodcropse.g.
Soyabeansintoartificialmeat,etc.
c.Mechanization;therewasextensiveuseofmachinestoimproveproduction
e.g.steelplough,useofreapers,cottonginetc.
d.Thepresenceofcheapmeansoftransporte.g.ErieCanal,roads,railway,etc
speededupthetransportationofgoodsandrawmaterials.
e.Theinventionofthecottonginin1793ledtoincreasedcottonacreage.
f.Environmentalinfluenceonthefarmersthroughexperienceleadingto
agriculturalzoninge.g.maizeinthecentre,wheatinthesouthandbeefrearingin
thewest/Presenceofsuitablesoilsfordifferenttypesofcropssuchastobacco,
cottonandwheat.
g.Governmentrecognitionofindividuallandownership(theHomesteadAct
1760)
encouragedsettlerstofarm.
EFFECTSOFTHEAGRARIANREVOLUTIONINUSA
FuelledbypeasantswhoemigratedaftertheyweredrivenoutofEuropebythe
landenclosuremovement,USAbecametheworld’sleadingproducerof
agriculturalproducts.
Theeffectsoftherevolutionwereasfollows:
a)Itledtodiversificationofagriculturethroughtheintroductionofnewfarm
animalsandcrops.
b)Thenewinventionsinfarm machineryenabledAmericanfarmerstobring
morelandundercultivation.ForexamplethesteelploughinventedbyJohnDeere
andreapingmachinebyCyrusMcCormick.
c)Foodproductionespeciallyofwheatandmaize,increasedduetotheuseof
newfarmingmethodslikeuseoffertilizersandhybridseeds.
d)Theagrarianrevolutionledtoexpansionofagriculturalrelatedindustries.
e)Mechanizationofagriculturereplacedslavesandotherlabourersatthefarms.
Manypeoplewenttosearchforemploymentinurbanareas.
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f)TheexpansionoffoodproductionledtoincreaseintradebetweenUSAand
WesternEuropethusboostingUSAeconomy.
g)Thetransportsystem wasimprovedtoenabletransportationoffarm inputsto
farmsandagriculturalproducetomarket.
h)Therevolutioncontributedtotheenhancementofresearchandscientific
inventionsespeciallyonthefieldofagriculture.
FOODSITUATIONINAFRICAANDTHERESTOFTHETHIRDWORLD
“Thirdworld”referstothelessdevelopedcountriesinAfrica,AsiaandSouth
America.
Manyofthesethirdworldcountrieshavefoodshortagesandevencontinueto
haveweakeconomiesuptodate.
CausestofoodshortageinAfrica
a.Rapidpopulationgrowthwhichhasputalotofpressureontheavailablefood
resourcesleadingtoshortages
b.Poorlanduseandagriculturalpractices.Manyfarmersstilldependon
traditionalfarmingmethods,forexample,notapplyingfertilizers,pesticidesor
mechanization,thusproducinglowyields.
c.Somedevelopingcountriesexperienceadverseweatherconditionssuchas
floodsandlongperiodsofdrought.Sincethesecountriespracticerain-fed
agriculture,foodproductionhasbeenaffected
d.Overemphasisoncashcropsattheexpenseoffoodcropshascontributedto
lowfoodproduction.InKenyaforexample,largefarmsconcentrateongrowthof
flowers,teaandcoffeewithfoodcropfarmingbeinglargelyforsubsistence.
e.Rural-urbanmigration,especiallyamongtheyoungpeoplehasdeprivedthe
ruralareasofthebadlyneededlabourforceforfoodproduction
f.Lackofadequatecapitalforagriculturaldevelopment.Lowincome/poverty.
Thefarmerslackenoughfundstopurchasefarm inputs.
g.PoliticalinstabilityinsomeAfricancountriesunderminesfoodproduction.For
exampleinEthiopia,Sudan,DRC,BurundiandRwanda.Thishaspreventedpeople
from concentratingonfoodproduction.
h.Declineingrowingdroughtresistantcrops.Cropslikecassavaandmillethave
beenabandonedduetoattitudethuscausingartificialshortageofspecificfood.
i.Poorandinadequatestoragefacilitieshaveledtofoodwastage.InKenyaby
2001,thecountrywaslosinguptoninemillionbagsofgrainperyearasaresult
ofpoorstoragemethods.
j.Poortransportnetworkleadstounevendistributionoffood.Italsodiscourages
farmersfrom producingmore.
k.Overrelianceonfoodaidandformsofaidhascreatedadependenceattitude
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inmanyAfricancountries.Somecommunitieshavebecomecomplacentabout
lookingforapermanentsolutiontotheirfoodproblems.
l.Pooreconomicplanningonthepartofthegovernmentwithmanycountries
puttingalotofemphasisonotherdevelopmentprojectsattheexpenseof
agriculturalandfoodproduction.
m.Poorlandtenuresystemsresultinginlowproductivity.Forexamplewherea
fewEuropeanfarmersownlargetractsoflandbutonlyexploitingasmallportion
oftheexpansivefarms.
n.TheHIV/AIDSpandemiccontributedtofoodshortagessincethescourge
leadstodeathofmanyoftheworkforceintheirprimeyears.
Effectsoffoodshortages
a.Lossoflife.Manypeoplehavelosttheirlives.ForexampletheEthiopian
faminein1984ledtothedeathsofthousandsofpeople.
b.IncreasedsufferingamongmillionsofpeopleinAfricaduetodeficiency
diseaseslikekwashiorkorandmarasmus.
c.Foodshortagehascreatedsocialproblemsinsocieties.Forexamplecattle
raidsbythekaramojongandMaasaiduringtheperiodsoffamine.Evenotheranti
-socialproblemslikestealingfoodinruralareascanbeattributedtoinadequate
foodsupply.
d.Sometimesfamineanddroughthasforcedpeopletofleetheirhomecountries
thuscausingrefugeeproblemsinthereceivingcountries.
e.Lackoffoodhamperseffortstowardseconomicdevelopment.ItAffects
educationsincefaminestrickenchildrencannotconcentrateonlearning.Thereis
Useofscarceforeignexchangetoimportfood.
f.Ithascreateddependenceonfoodaidfrom richcountries.Evensomeofthe
geneticallycreatedfoodsaretestedinthirdworldcountries.Suchfoodshave
unknownside-effects.
g.Ithasadverselyaffectedagricultural-basedindustries.e.gsugarindustries.-
inevitablythisleadstounemployment.
h.IthasledtoPoliticalinstabilityaspeopleloseconfidenceinthegovernments
thatcannotfeedthem.
SolutionstofoodshortageinAfrica
a.Landreclamationthusincreasinglandunderagriculture.Thismayincrease
foodproduction.
b.Re-formulationofagriculturalpoliciessothatthereisashiftfrom a
concentrationoncashcropstopayingmoreattentiononfoodcrops.
c.Provisionofextensionservicestofarmerse.g.informationonstorage,
preservationoffarm produceandotherformsofadvice.
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d.Revisionofthelandtenuresystem-redistributionofland/landreformsas
caseisinchina.
e.Developmentofagro-basedindustrieswhichwillbecomemarketto
agriculturalrawmaterialslikecoffee,tea,etc.
f.Creationofpoliticalstabilitytoenablemobilizationofpeopletoself-sufficiency
infoodproduction.
g.RelentlesscampaignagainstkillerdiseasesuchasAIDS.
h.Infrastructuraldevelopment/intransport,communication,storageand
marketing.
i.Environmentalconservationmeasureswhichmayhelpcurbdroughtspread
andensuresufficientrains./protectionofcatchmentsareas
j.Familyplanningsothatpeopleonlyhavechildrentheycanbeabletofeed,cloth
andshelter.
k.Demandforfoodtofeedthegrowingpopulation.
STEPSKENYAHASTAKENTOSOLVEFOODSHORTAGES
a)Extensiveresearchhasbeencarriedoutinresearchinstitutionssuchasthe
KenyaAgriculturalResearchInstitute(KARI)producinghybridmaizesuchas
Katumanithatgrowsindrierareas.ICIPEandILRIresearchesinpestsand
diseasethataffectbothlivestockandcropsinthecountry.
b)Introductionofgeneticallyengineeredcropsandanimalsintotheagricultural
sector.Thesecrops,developedmainlyatJKUATandKARIareresistantto
diseasesandpests.
c)Agriculturaltraininginstitutionshavebeenestablishedtotrainexpertssuchas
agriculturalofficers,veterinarydoctorsandhorticulturalexperts.Agricultureis
alsotaughtinschools-toequiplearnerswithnewandbettertechniquesof
farmingthatcouldboostproduction.
d)Peoplearebeingeducatedabouttheneedforfamilyplanningsothatfamilies
haveonlynumberofchildrenwhom theycanfeedandprovidefor.
e)Thegovernmenthasformulatedafoodsecuritypolicytoenhanceproduction
offoodinthecountry.Forexampleaminimum amountofcerealsinthe
governmentsiloshasbeensetupwithurgentmeasurestotopupoutlined.
THEPEOPLEOFKENYAUPTOTHE19THCENTURY
INTRODUCTION
Thereisimmenseevidencetoconfirm thateastAfricawasthecradleof
humankind.
Archaeologicalevidence(forexample,thetoolsfoundatkobifora,Olorgesaillie,
kariandusi,Mtongwe,aroundLakeVictoria,lukenyahills,nearlakeNaivasha)
showthatKenyawasinhabitedbyStoneAgepeople.Thereisalsoevidenceof
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useofironinKenyadatingbackasAD270e.g.atUrewenearNgiyainSiayaand
inKwale.
THEKHOISAN
Accordingtooraltraditions,theearliestpeopletooccupyKenyawereofthe
Khoisanstock.TheyhadsimilarfeaturesliketheKhoikhoiandthesanofSouth
Africa,theSandaweandHadzaofTanzania.Theyallspokealanguagewitha
clickingsound.
CulturalaspectsoftheKhoisan
a)TheySpokealanguagewithaclickingsoundlikethekhoi-khoiofsouthAfrica
b)Theywerenomadicpeople
c)Theygatheredthewildfruitinthewildandduguptubersandrootsfortheir
foods
d)Theyusedstonetoolsinadditiontobowsandarrows.
e)Theyfishedinriversandlakesusingharpoons
f)Theymadeuseofrocksheltersandcaves.
g)Theyburiedthedead.
h)Madeandusedpottery.
NB-suchevidenceofthecultureoftheKhoisanhasbeenfoundinGamblesand
NjororivercavesnearNakuru.ThesepioneeringinhabitantsofKenyadisappeared
maybeafterbeingsubduedandovercomebythepowerfulincomingBantusand
nilotes.However,thereexistsomeremnantsofthesehunter-gatherer
communitiesinthewesternhighlandsofriftvalley.Theyspeakthelanguageof
thegroupnearthem likekalenjin(okiek),Maasai(Dorobo),OnguyeandOkuroin
westernKenya.

THECUSHITES
Theyexistedintwogroups:
a)ThesouthernCushites
b)TheeasternCushites.
ThesouthernCushites
TheymighthaveenteredpresentdayKenyathroughnorthernKenyaandseem to
haveoriginatedfrom theEthiopianhighlands.Sincetheywerepastoralists,they
musthavebeenlookingforbetterpasturefortheirlivestock.Around2500and
3000yearsago,theywerealreadyoccupyingthegrasslandsoftheKenya
highlandscultivatingfoodcropslikesorghum ,milletandrearinglonghorned
humplesscattle.TheyevenextendeduptoTanzania.TheyincludedtheIraqi,Boni
andBurungiofTanzania,TheDahalloorSanyeofthelowerTana(theremaining
southernCushitesinKenya).Somewerelaterabsorbedbytheincominggroups.
TheEasternCushites



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

TheyincludetheBorana,Somali,Oromo,Gabra,RendilleandBurji.
Theyoriginatedeitherfrom EthiopiaorSomaliamovingandsettlingintoKenya
around2000and1000yearsagoduetothefollowingreasons;
a)Escapingfrom clanorfamilyfeuds.
b)Therewaspopulationpressureintheirareaoforigin.
c)Theywereinsearchofbettergrazinglands.
d)Theywerefleeingtheoutbreakofdiseasethataffectedbothpeopleand
animals.
e)Theywereescapingfamineanddrought.
f)Theyfledconstantattacksfrom theirneighbourssuchastheSomali.
g)Themigratedtosatisfytheirspiritofadventure.
THEOROMO
Theycameinthe16thcenturyfrom Ethiopia.Initiallytheysettledontheeastern
shoresofLakeTurkana.TheylatermovedsouthpushingtheMijikendaandthe
PokomooutoftheShungwayatooccupyMalindiandKilifi.Todaytheyoccupythe
southernpartofTanaRiverandareneighbourstothePokomo.
EffectsofmigrationandsettlementoftheOromoinKenya
a)Theyinter-marriedwiththepeopletheycameintocontactwithe.g.Somali,
PokomoandBorana.
b)TheirsettlementinKenyaledtoexpansionoftrade.
c)Theirsettlementledtoincreasedconflictbetweencommunitiesover
resourcese.g.pastureandwater.
d)Displacementandredistributionofpeopleintheareawheretheysettlede.g.
theOromopushedtheBantufrom theShungwayaregion.
e)Assimilationofsomecommunitiestheycameintocontactwithe.g.theOromo
vs.Somali.
f)Culturalexchangee.g.neighbouringcommunitiesadoptedIslam.
g)Settlementinhighagriculturalpotentialarease.g.rivervalleysencouraged
someofthem topracticecropfarming.
h)Expansionofagricultureduetodemandofagriculturalproduce.
THEBORANA
TheyarealsoOromospeakingpeoplewhoseoriginissouthernEthiopia.Their
migrationintoKenyawasduetoescapingtheMenelikWarsofConquestin1897
andwhohadimposedheavytaxesonthem.Theyrepresentsomeofthemost
recentmigrationsintoKenyaendaslateas1900whenmoreBoranagroupsfled
intoKenyafrom Somalirunningawayfrom thewarbetweentheSomali
NationalistsandtheBritish.
TodaytheBoranaoccupytheareanorthoftheTanaRiver.
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THESOMALI
Theyoriginatedfrom Mogadishuwheretheywerelivingby10thcenturyA.D.They
begunmovingsouthwardsintoKenyaaroundthattimemaybeduetotheOromo
threatortheywerelookingforpasturefortheirlivestock.TheSomalirepresentthe
largestsinglegroupofeasternCushitesinKenya.
ResultsofCushiticmigrationintoKenya
a)Therewasmassivewarfareduringthemigrationsleadingtokillingofmany
peopleintheprocess.Forexample,therewasconstantwarfarebetweenthe
SomaliandtheOromo.
i)Theydisplacedsomeofthecommunitieswhichtheycameintocontactwith
e.g.theOromopushedtheMijikendafrom theShungwayaregioninAD1500AND
1600.
b)Theyintermarriedwiththosepeopletheyinteractedwithe.g.thesomeofthe
PokomointermarriedwiththeBorana.
c)Theirsettlementledtoexpansion/developmentoftradebetweenthem and
their
neighbourse.g.theytradedwiththeSamburuandtheMaasai.
d)Therewasculturalexchangebetweenthem andtheBantuandNilotic
neighbours.E.g.the
TabooagainsteatingFishamongtheBantu,theagesetsystem andcircumcision
hasoriginfrom theCushites.
e)Themigrationsledtopopulationpressureintheregion.
f)Adoptionofsomeagriculturalpracticesfrom theBantu.
g)TherewasredistributionofpopulationinKenya.TheMijikendaforexample
werescatteredatShungwaya.
THEBANTUSPEAKERS
Introduction
Theterm Bantureferstogroupofpeoplewhospeakthesameorsimilarlanguage
withcommonword“NTU”whichmeansaperson.TheBantu-speakinggroups
includetheLuhyia,Kisii,Kuria,Kikuyu,Akamba,Meru,Aembu,Taita,Agiryama,
DigoinKenyaandPokomo,aswellasmanyothersmallergroupsTheiroriginal
homelandwassomewherebetweeneasternNigeriaandtheCameroon(Congo
Basin).
TheythenmovedsouthwardstowardspresentdayDemocraticRepublicofCongo
(around500BCtheBantuwerelivingintheCongoforest).Thisbecameamajor
dispersalpointfrom wheretheBantusmovedinfourmajorwaves.Ofthese
waves,thetwowavesthataccountforsettleoftheBantuinKenyaaretheones
movingsouth-eastwardsthroughtheareawestofLakeVictoria(a2nddispersal
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pointforBantus).From heretheydispersedintwogroups;
A.somegrouppassedthroughpresent-dayUganda,somesettlingthere
(Baganda,
Banyoro,Batoro),proceedingintokenyatoform thewesternBantu(Luhyia,Kisii,
Kuriaandabasuba)
B.From thewestVictoriadispersalpointagroupmovedandenteredeastAfrica
atappointsouthofLakeVictoriaandthenproceededeastwardsacrossnorthern
TanzaniatoadispersalpointbetweenTaitahillsandmt.Kilimanjaro.Some
settledinTanzania(Chagga,nyamwezi,sukuma,Kuria,haya,Yao,Segeju,
Zaramo).therestofthegroupproceedednorthwardstothecoastupto
Shungwaya(anotherdispersalpoint).TheseweretheeasternBantus.
REASONSFORTHEBANTUMIGRATION
ThereasonsforthemigrationoftheBantuarenotknownbuttheymostlikely
includedthefollowing;
a)Droughtandfamine:Thisbrokeoutbecausetheclimateintheircradleland
hadbecomeunreliable/unpredictable.
b)Populationincreasewhichresultedintopopulationpressure,e.g.theybecame
overpopulatedintheircradleland.
c)Theconstantattacks(externalpressure)from strongertribesinWestAfrica
andtheNilevalley;alsoduetothemigrationoftheArabs,whowerebelievedto
bemorehostile,intoWestAfrica.
d)Internalconflictsfrom theBantutribes:Theseconflictsconcernedthe
ownershipofagriculturearea,theshortageofgrazinglandsandwateringareas.
e)Epidemicsanddiseases/naturalcalamities,e.g.earthquakes,overfloodingof
riverslikeriverNiger,sickness,diseasessuchasNaganacausedbyTsetseflies,
sleepingsicknesse.t.c.
f)Searchforfertileland:Sincetheywerepredominantlyfarmers,theBantu
migratedinordertofindmorelandwhichcouldbemorefertilethanthecradle
land,whichcouldnolongersupportthem.
g)Loveforadventure:Theymovedduetotheirdesireforadventure,i.e.they
wantedtofindoutwhatwashappeninginotherareas.
h)Groupinfluence:Somemovedbecausetheyhadseentheirrelativesand
friendsmove.
i)Needforwaterandpasturefortheiranimalsforcedthem tomove.
j)TheBantumigratedinordertoexporttheiriron-workingculture.Theyhad
discoveredtheknowledgeofironworkingandhadinventedirontools.Theseiron
toolshadtransformedtheagriculturalsectorbymakingtheclearingoflandfor
cultivationfasterandmoreefficient.



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

ThewesternBantu
TheyincludeLuhyia,Kisii,Kuriaandabasubaandsettledinwesternpartofkenya
thustheirname.
Abaluhyia
~ TheAbaluhyiacommunityismadeupofeighteensub-groups.Thesub-groups
whichconstitutethecommunityhaveacommonbackground,commoncustoms
andspeakcloselyrelateddialectsofthesamelanguage.
~ AccordingtoAbaluhyiatradition,communitiesusedtoholdcriminaltribunals
atthejunctionsoffootpaths.Theareaatthejunctionoffootpathswasknownas
UluyiaorameetingpointanditisclaimedthatthenameAbaluhyiaisderived
from this.Anotherversionstatesthatinapolygamoushomethecourtyard
outsidethemainfather’shouseiscalledLuhyia.Allthechildrenarereferredas
childrenofoneLuhyiaandhencethenameAbaluhyia.
~ MostoftheLuhyiasub-groupspointtomt.elgondispersalpointastheirorigin.
ThesettlementoftheAbaluhyiaintoKenyadatesbackto300AD.By1750AD,
manygroupshadsettledinpresentdayBukhayo,Marama,Tiriki,Bunyore,Wanga
andMaragoli.
~ Theyabsorbedsomegroupstheyfoundinthearea.Also,theirinteractionwith
theMaasailedtoestablishmentofclansliketheAbashimuliamongtheIdakho.
TheMarachi,KisaandSamiainteractedwiththeLuo.
Abagusii
~ Abagusiitraditionsacknowledgeacloserelationshipwiththefollowingpeople:
theAbakuria,Abalogoli,Ababukusu,Abasuba,Agikuyu,Ameru,Aembu,Ambeere
andtheAkamba.Theirtraditionhasitthatontheirwayfrom thecountrywhich
theycall‘Msiri’theywereaccompaniedbytheBagandaandtheBasogabesides
theabovegroups.
~ TheAbagusiiandtheAbalogolimigratedsouthwardsfollowingtheRiverNzoia
valleyandarrivednearLakeVictoriabetween1490and1520.Followingan
easterlycoursealongthelakeshore,theysettledattheheadofGoyeBayin
YimbolocationofNyanzawiththeirhomelandspreadingacrosspresentday
Ulowa,SareandUnyejraatthefootofRamogihill.Luomigrantsin1550ADfound
them settledinthisgeneralareaandpushedthem from alegotoKisumuwhere
theylivedupto1600AD.
~ Theirmigrationfrom KisumutoKanowasmotivatedbydroughtinthearea..
However,theireastwardmigrationwascheckedbytheMaasaiandtheKipsigis
~ Bythe18thcentury,theyhadsettledintheKisiihighlandspositivelyinteracting
withtheneighboringLuo,MaasaiandKipsigisintermsoftrade.
WhytheAbagusiiremainedintheKanoplainsfortoolongbeforesettlinginthe
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Kisiihighlands.
a)TheywereobstructedbytheKipsigiswhoweremigratingwestwards.
b)TheMaasaiwerealsoquitewild/hostile.
c)Theplainsfavoredtheiractivityoflivestockgrazing.
d)Lackofastrongwarriorgrouptofighttheirexpansionistwarsagainstthe
warringneighbors.
Abakuria
~ Theoriginofthename‘Kuria’isathornypointintheAbakuriahistory.The
majorAbakuriasub-tribessuchasAbanyabasi,Abatimbaru,Abanyamongo,
Abakira,AbairegiandAbagumbehavetraditionstotheeffectthattheirancestor
wasMokuria(orMukuria)thatlivedin“Msiri”.Hisdescendantsmigratedfrom
“Msiri”andaftermanyyearsofwanderingontheothersideofLakeVictoria;they
eventuallyreachedandsettledinthepresentBukuriaBy1800AD,)insouth
Nyanza.)
~ Accordingtothistradition,theAbakuriahavebeendividedfrom time
immemorialintotwofamilies:theAbasaioftheelderwifeofMokuriaandthe
Abachumaoftheyoungerwife.
~ TheAbakuriaarerelatedtoAbalogoliofAbaluhyiaandAbagusiiandtrace
sameoriginatmt.elgondispersalpoint.
~ TheAbakuriapeopleappeartohavesprungfrom toomanydirectionstohavea
commonhistoricalorigin,althoughanumberofclansclaim tohavecomefrom
Msiri.
~ AmongtheAbakuriatodayarefoundpeoplewhowereoriginallyfrom Kalenjin,
Maasai,BantuandLuospeakingcommunities.TheAbakuriaadoptedthepractice
ofagesetorganizationandcircumcisionfrom thesouthernCushites
Abasuba
~ Thename“Suba”means“thepeoplewhoarealwayswandering”.
~ TheSubamigratedintotheircurrentlocationsbeginninginthemid-1700s.
Theycamefrom theregionjustwestofLakeVictoriaandsettledontheislands.
~ TheSubamigratedfrom UgandaandsettledonthetwoLakeVictoriaislands
ofRusingaandMfangano,andarebelievedtobethelasttribetohavesettledin
Kenya.OthersubgroupsmigratedandsettledontheshoresofLakeVictoriain
theearly18thcentury.
~ TheSubaaredescendantsofonewaveoftheBantumigrationfrom Central
Africaoverthelast1500to1800years.Inthe16thcentury,itappears,small
familygroupsrelatedtotheGandapeopleonthewesternsideofthelake
migratedacrossLakeVictoriaonboatstosettleonRusingaIslandandother
islandsnearwhatisnowKenyaandTanzania.
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~ TheSubaaredescendantsofonewaveoftheBantumigrationfrom Central
Africaoverthelast1500to1800years.Inthe16thcentury,itappears,small
familygroupsrelatedtotheGandapeopleonthewesternsideofthelake
migratedacrossLakeVictoriaonboatstosettleonRusingaIslandandother
islandsnearwhatisnowKenyaandTanzania.
~ Linguistically,theSubaarehighlyinfluencedbytheneighbouringLuo,tothe
pointofalanguageshifthavingtakenplaceamonglargeportionsofthemainland
Suba.
~ TheremainingspeakersoftheSubalanguagearemostlyelderlyresidentson
theislandofMfangano.
TheeasternBantu
TheyaredividedintoHighlandorMt.KenyaBantuandCoastalBantu.
CoastalBantu
TheyincludetheTaita,PokomoandMijikenda.From thewestVictoriadispersal
pointtheirfirstmovementwasuptoTaitahills,wheretheTaitaremained.The
MijikendaandPokomoproceedednorthwardstothecoastuptoShungwaya
(anotherdispersalpoint).ThemainreasonfortheShungwayadispersalwasthe
OromoattackInAD1600.
Pokomo
Theymovedfrom ShungwayafollowingriverTanainteractingwiththeCushites
liketheOromoandSomali.
Mijikenda
ThenamemeansNineClanscomprisingoftheKauma,Giriama,Duruma,Chonyi,
Jibana,Kambe,Ribe,RabaiandDigo.From theShungwayadispersalpoint,(forced
outbytheOromo/Somalisouthwardsexpansionistattacks),theysettledin
fortifiedvillagesmainlyduetosecurityconcerns.Eachoftheninegroupssettled
intheirownseparateridgereferredtoasKayafortifiedwiththornytrees.Bythe
19th,theMijikendawereestablishedasmiddlemenduringthelongdistancetrade
betweentheAkambaandthecoastalWaswahili.
ThehighlandBantu
ExamplesofhighlandBantusincludeAgikuyu,Ameru,Aembu,Ambeereandthe
Akamba
TheyarealsoproductsoftheShungwayadispersion.
Agikuyu
~ Thelargestsinglegroupoftheeasterngroup.
~ WhiletheKikuyucanbefoundthroughoutKenya,theheaviestconcentration
beinginCentralProvince,knownasthetraditionalKikuyuhomeland.
TheKikuyutraditionallybelievethataman,Gikuyu,wasthefounderofthetribe.
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HehadawifenamedMumbi,whogavebirthtonine(plusone)daughters.The
daughtersmarriedandhadtheirownfamilies,retainingadomineeringrolein
Kikuyusociety.
~ ItwasinMukurwewaGathangadivisionofNyeridistrictwhereanidentifiable
beginningforthemodernKikuyupeopleisdefined.
~ AncestorsoftheKikuyuarrivedinKenyaduringtheBantumigrationsof1200-
1600AD.TheAgikuyuseem tohavemovedsouthwestfrom thecoastataround
1400ADalsorunningawayfrom hostileOromo.TheyfollowedTanaRiverwith
somegroupsfallingoffandsettlingindifferentplaces.ForexampletheTharaka
settledintheeastandtheAmbeeresettledinthesouthwest.Themaingroup
proceededuptotheconfluenceofriversTanaandThika(MukurwewaGathanga.
TheyspreadandsettledinKiambuandNyandaruafrom Murang’a.
~ Thekeyeventintheirmigrationandsettlementwasmilitaryconflictwithand
defeatoftheGumbapeoplebytheMathiraandTetupeople,alliedwiththeAthi
andtheMaasaiintheearly1800's.
~ Theydisplacedorabsorbedtheoriginalinhabitants-theDorobo(Athi)and
Gumbawhowereahunter-gatherercommunity.
~ SettlementoftheNyeriplainstookplaceaftertheBritishmovedtheMaasai
from thearea.TheKikuyuwereinKabetebyaround1850,Ruiruabout1900.
~ TheyheavilyinteractedwiththeMaasaiandCushitesinthearea.
DescribetherelationshipbetweenAthiandtheAgikuyu
a)TheAthiweretheoriginalinhabitantsofthelandwheretheAgikuyulive
presently.
b)TheAgikuyuclaim theyboughtthelandfrom theAthi.
c)TheAgikuyualsoacquiredsomeculturalpracticesfrom theAthie.g.
circumcision,clitoridectomyandagesetsystem.
d)TheAthiactedasmiddlemeninthetradebetweentheAgikuyu,Maasaiand
thecoastalpeople.
Akamba
~ TheypointtotheareaaroundmtKilimanjaroastheiroriginalhomeland.
~ From heretheymovedtoTaitaHillsbeforereachingTsavoWest.They
followedtheBanksofAthiRiverinthe15thcenturyonegroupcrossingAthiinto
Ulu.AnothergroupmovedsouthtotheGalanaRiverandsettledintheregion
aroundchyuluhillsnorthofmt.Kilimanjaro
~ Byaroundmid16thcenturyagroupoftheAkambahadsettledintheMbooni
hillsnearMachakos.
~ Duetoenvironmentalinfluence,theAkambanearMboonibegantopractice
agriculturebeforemigratingtoiveti,kilunguandmasaku.Thosethatmovedto
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drierChyuluhillsbecamehunters.TheKituigroupadoptedpastoralism and
huntingandparticipatedinlongdistancetrade.
TheAmeru
~ TheiroriginalhomelandisclaimedtoMbwa,locatedsomewhereatthecoast
onmandaisland.TheShungwayadispersalmighthaveledtothepushingofthe
Amerutotiganiaandigemberegionsataround1400AD.TheycrossedtheTana
RiverwiththeTharakasectionsofAgikuyuandsettledtotheeastoftana.The
Chukasectionsettledinthewestofrivertana.Themwimbi,imenti,tiganiaand
igembealsosettledwestoftheTanaRiver.
~ Accordingtotradition,theMeruandAgikuyuwereinitiallymigratingasone
groupandseparatedataround15thcand16thc.
EffectsoftheBantuMigration
TheresultsoftheBantumigrationwerebothpositiveandnegative.

Positiveresults
1.IntroductionofironworkingtheuseofirontoolsintheinteriorofEastAfrica
wherepeoplewereatfirstusingstonetools.Therewasanincreaseinfood
production.
2.Introductionofnewcropse.g.yams,bananas:theBantuintroducedand
increasedtheknowledgeoffoodandextensivecropcultivation.Earlieron,the
inhabitantsofEastAfricawerefoodgatherers,butwithironsmeltingandits
results,foodproductionseriouslystarted.
3.Theabsorbedothertribese.g.thegathers:ThisledtowidespreadBantu
languagesof“NTU”prefixinEastAfrica.
4.Theyintroducedcentralizedadministration:Theyintroducedacentralized
system ofgovernmentwherebythekingactedastheoverallruler,underwho
weretheotherchiefs,downtothelayperson.ThiswasdoneinwesternKenyaby
theWanga.
5.Introducedasystem ofbuildingpermanenthomes:Theyopenednewlandto
settlementinfamilies,clansandvillages.
6.TheknowledgeofironsmeltingwhichtheBantuintroducedledtothemaking
ofhoesandpangasfortillingandclearingland,thebows,arrowsandspearsfor
defenseandprotection.
7.Theyintroducedsubsistenceagriculture,wherebytheygrewenoughfoodfor
homeconsumption,andtherestcouldbekeptincaseofshortages,orbe
exchangedinbartertrade.
Negativeeffects
1.TheBantumigrationledtodepopulation:Thiswascausedbythefrequent
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attacksmadeontheBantubySomaliandOromo,orbytheBantuagainstthe
peopleEastAfricaforland,throughwars.
2.Therewaslossofcultureduetoculturalabsorption:Thiswasbroughtabout
duetoBantuintermarryingwiththenon-Bantupeoples,whom theycameacross.
3.Therewastransformationoflanguagesintonewones:Thisledtothedying
downofsomeoftheBantulanguages,whileothersremained.
TheNiloticspeakers
Nilotesisaterm originatingfrom thewordNile.Theoriginofthesegroupsis
associatedwiththeNileRiver.ThesearethesecondlargestgroupaftertheBantu.
Theyaredividedintothreegroups;
a)River-lakenilotes-theLuo.
b)Plainsnilotes-theMaasai,TunkanaandSamburu.
c)Highlandsnilotes-kalenjingroupsoftheMarakwet,Tugen,Nandi,Kipsigis,
Elgeyo,PokotandSabaot
River-lakenilotes
TheyaresometimesreferredtoasthesouthernLuostodifferentiatethem from
otherriverlakenilotesinUgandaandSudanliketheDinka,Shilluk,Bor,Anwak,
Alur,Acholi,Jopaluo,Padhola,NuerandLuoofUganda.
Theyarebelievedtohaveoriginatedfrom Bahr-el-Ghazalregionofsouthern
Sudan.TheythenmigratedtoPubunguPakwachinUgandawheretheysettledby
1450AD.TheylatermovedintoKenya.Theirarrivalcausedthedisplacementof
manyBantu-speakingpeoples,notablytheGusii,KuriaandLuhya,whowere
forcedintothehighlandseastandnorthofthelake.
WhydidtheyleaveBahr-el-Ghazalregion?
a)TheymighthavebeenEscapingfrom clanorfamilyfeuds.
b)Therewaspopulationpressureintheirareaoforigin.
c)Theywerenomadicpastoralistsinsearchofbettergrazinglandsandwaterfor
theirlivestock
d)Theywerefleeingtheoutbreakofdiseasethataffectedbothpeopleand
animals.
e)Theywereescapingfamineanddrought.
f)Theyfledconstantattacksfrom theirneighbours.
g)Theywerealsolookingforbetterfishinggrounds.
h)Themigratedtosatisfytheirspiritofadventure.
TheirmigrationintoKenyabeganinthe15thc.theymovedinfourdistinctgroups;
a)Joka-jok-peopleofjok.Wasthefirstgrouptoenterintokenyafrom Uganda.
TheyfirstsettledatRamogihillsinKadimoSiayadistrictdisplacingtheearlier
Gusiisettlers.TwoofJok’ssonsfledtosouthNyanzatoform theKarachuonyo
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andWanjareclans.ThisgroupspreadtoSakwa,Alego,Asemboandotherpartsof
Nyanza.
b)Joka-Owiny.Owinymovedfrom UgandatosettleinSogomainAlegowithhis
groupinthe17thc.hewasbothagreatfighterandleader(Ruoth).Hecametobe
knownas
OwinySigomaandhispeopleJokaRuoth.ThisgroupsettledinKisumu,Nyakach
andSouthNyanza.
c)Joka-Omolo.Theycamefrom northernBanyoroandsettledtemporarilyin
IbandaandBukolibeforemovingtoUgenyaandGem.Theydisplacedthe
AbagusiiandAbalogolioutofYimbo.TheyspreadtoAlegoandthenacross
winam gulfintosouthnyanza.
d)Theabasuba.TheyareBantuinoriginbutareassociatedwiththeLuo.They
areamixtureofBanturefugeesfrom UgandawhointermarriedwiththeLuo.They
settledintheLakeVictoriaislandsofMfanganoandRusingaandalsoingwasi
area.TheyadoptedLuoculture.
EffectsofLuoMigration
a)ThesettlementoftheLuoinKenyaledtoincreaseinpopulationinthearea.
b)Theirarrivalintensifiedconflictsbetweenthem andothercommunitiesinthe
areaoverlimitedresources.ForexampletheydisplacedthewesternBantulike
theAbaluhyia,
AbakuriaandAbagusii
c)TherewereintermarriagesbetweentheLuoandtheLuyiaandMaasaigroups
inthearea.
d)TheLuoassimilatedsomeLuhyiacommunitieslivinginthearea.
e)Theirsettlementenhancedtradewithdifferentcommunities;theyexchanged
livestockproductsforgrainswiththeLuyia.
f)TheLuoadoptedagricultureasaresultofinteractingwiththeBantuswho
werefarmers.
PlainNilotes
TheyincludetheMaasaiandSamburu(Maaspeakers),Iteso,Turkanaand
Njemps.
ThePlainNilotesenteredKenyaataroundAD1000from anareanorthofLake
Turkana.
WhytheymovedintoKenya:
a)Droughtandfaminethatbrokeoutintheircradleland.
b)Populationincreasewhichresultedintopopulationpressureintheircradle
land.
c)Theexternalpressurefrom strongerneighbours.
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d)Internalconflictsfrom amongotherNiloticgroupsconcerningtheownership
ofgrazinglandsandwateringareas.
e)Epidemicsanddiseaseslikesleepingsicknessaffectingbothhumansand
animals.
f)Theymovedduetotheirdesireforadventure,i.e.theywantedtofindoutwhat
washappeninginotherareas.
g)Needforwaterandpasturefortheiranimalsforcedthem tomove.
TheirfirstpointofsettlementwasnearMountMorotoineasternUgandabyAD
1000.From here,severalgroupsliketheJie,Iteso,Turkanaandkaramojong
emerged,withtheItesosettlinginUgandain17thcbeforeexpandingintowestern
Kenyaby19thc.TheTurkanaextendednorthwardstotheirpresentarea.
Theeffectsofthemigrationandsettlementoftheiteso
a)Thesettlementoftheitesointheirpresentregionledtoincreaseinpopulation
inthearea.
b)Itintensifiedconflictsbetweenthem andothercommunitiesintheareaover
limitedresources.
c)TherewereintermarriagesbetweentheitesoandtheLuyiagroupsinthearea.
d)Culturalinteractiongivingrisetoenrichedcultures.
e)Somepeopleweredisplacedfrom theareawiththearrivaloftheiteso.E.g.the
Maasaiandsomekalenjincommunities.
f)Theitesoassimilatedsomecommunitieslivinginthearea.
g)Theirsettlementenhancedtradewithdifferentcommunities;theyexchanged
livestockproductsforgrainswiththeLuyia.
h)TheitesoadoptedagricultureasaresultofinteractingwiththeBantuswho
werefarmers
TheMaasai
~ Theirmovementfrom northoflakeTurkanaiscloselyassociatedwiththe
originalKalenjinspeakers.ByAD1500,theMaasaibeguntomoveseparately
southwardsbetweenMt,.KenyaandMt.Elgon.By19thc,theyhadsettledin
UasinGishuandevenspreadintoTanzaniaalongtheRiftValley.
~ Astheymoved,theyassimilatedtheSirikwapeoples.Theyalsowagedwar
againsttheneighbouringKalenjin,AkambaandAbagusii.
~ Inthe1850stheMaasaiexperiencedmanynaturaldisasterslikedrought,
famineandcattlediseasesleadingtodeclineoftheirpower.Theyalso
experiencedcivilwarsbetweentheKwavi(iloikop)andthePurko(Ilmaasai)
sections.WhenOloibonMbatiandied,histwosonsSendeyoandLenanabecame
involvedinaprotractedsuccessiondispute.Theywerealsoweakenedbywars
withtheAgikuyu.TheirpowercametoanendwiththecomingofBritishrule.
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EffectsofthemigrationandsettlementoftheplainnilotesintoKenya
a)ThemigrationandsettlementoftheMaasaiintheirpresentregionledto
increaseinpopulationinthearea.
b)Astheymigrated,intoKenya,theMaasaipushedanddisplacedthe
communitiestheycameacross.Forexample,theysubduedtheNandiinthe
18thc.
c)TheMaasaiinfluencedthefightingtacticsofothergroupsinKenya.
d)TheMaasaiabsorbedthesouthernCushitessuchastheDorobo.
e)TherewereintermarriagesbetweentheMaasaiandtheAkamba,Agikuyuand
eventhekalenjingroupsinthearea.
f)TherewasCulturalinteractiongivingrisetoenrichedcultures.Theyadopted
someculturalpracticesfrom thesouthernCushitesforexample,theage-set
systemscircumcisionandclitoridectomy.TheyalsoadoptedsomeKalenjin
vocabulary.
g)Theirsettlementenhancedtradewithdifferentcommunities;theyexchanged
livestockproductsforgrainswiththeLuyia.
h)AsectionoftheMaasaiadoptedagricultureasaresultofinteractingwiththeir
agriculturalneighboursintheRiftValley.TheKwaviMaasaibecamemixed
farmers.
i)TheyinfluencedCommunitiesliketheNandiwhoadoptedtheinstitutionof
Prophetordivinerfrom theinstitutionofLaibonamongtheMaasai.
TheHighlandNilotes
TheycomprisethekalenjinspeakersnamelytheTugen,Nandi,Kipsigis,Marakwet,
Keiyo,PokotandSabaot.TheyarebelievedtobetheearliestNiloticspeakersin
Kenya.Thisevidencedfrom thenarrativesoftheirneighboursliketheLuo.
Theirtraditionspointtheiroriginalhomelandtobeaplacetothenorth-western
partofKenya,betweenSudanandEthiopia.
Whytheymigrated:

a)TheymighthavebeenEscapingfrom internalenemiescausingclanorfamily
feuds.
b)Therewaspopulationpressureintheirareaoforiginforcingthem tolookfor
newlandforsettlement.
c)Theywerefleeingtheoutbreakofdiseasesandepidemicsthataffectedboth
peopleandanimals.
d)Theywereescapingfamineanddrought.
e)Theyfledconstantattacksfrom theirneighbours.
f)Theywerealsolookingforbetterlandsforcultivation.
g)Themigratedtosatisfytheirspiritofadventure.
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Keynotesfortheteacherandstudents-@Helot2012-201349
Theybeganmigratingfrom theircradlelandinaround600AD.By700AD,some
kalenjingroupsliketheSirikwawerealreadyoccupyingtheriftvalley.
SomewerelaterpushedoutoftheMt.elgonregionbytheincomingBantuand
plainnilotes.ThosethatremainedincludetheBok,BongomekandKony.The
TeriklatermigratedtowesternKenyaandgreatlyborrowedfrom theBantu,
adoptinganewname,Tiriki.
TheNandi.
TheywerepushedoutoftheMt.Elgonregionbetween1700and1800bythe
incomingMaasai.
ThedeclineoftheMaasaiinthe19thcmadethem risetobecomeaformidable
groupthatconductedraidsagainsttheirneighboursliketheAbaluhyiaandLuo.
Theirpoweronlydeclinedduetocolonization.
TheKipsigis
TheyarebelievedtohaveseparatedtogetherwiththeNandifrom otherkalenjin
groupsataroundMt.ElgonregionaroundAD1600.TheymovedsoutheasttoTeo,
nearLakeBaringo.DuetotheMaasaiattacks,theymovedwestwardsto
Tambachwheretheystayedforalongperiod.Theylatermovedsouthwardsto
RongainearNakuru.
Theyonlyseparatedfrom theNandiduetodroughtandtheMaasaiRaidsonthe
Nandi.
TheKipsigismovedfurthersouthtoKerichowhiletheNandimovedtoAldai
duringthe2ndhalfof18thc.TheKipsigissettledatKipsigisHillsforminga
strongcommunitythatassimilatedthelegendarySirikwaandsomeMaasaiand
Abagusiigroups.TheywereforalongtimealliesoftheNandi.
WhatfactorscontributedtotheNandiandKipsigissplitduringthemid18th

century.
a)Maasaiattacksonthetwocommunitiesforcingeachgrouptofinditsown
meansofDefence.
b)Droughtwhichcausedscatteringinsearchoffoodandpasture.
c)Constantconflictsoverthelimitedresourcesintheregionleadingtowarfare
andfinalsplit.
ResultsoftheHighlandnilotesmigration
a)Itincreasedintercommunityconflictsintheregion.
b)SomeoftheKalenjingroupsassimilatedBantucultureswhiletheirculturewas
alsoassimilatedbyothergroups.TheTerikforexampleborrowedmanyBantu
vocabulariesandcustoms.
c)Theyintermarriedwithothergroupsintheregion,suchastheAbagusiiandthe
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Luo.
d)Theirmigrationincreasedtradingactivitiesintheregion.
e)Theydisplacedthepeopletheycameacrosse.g.theAbagusiiandtheKwavi
Maasai
ExplaintheresultsoftheinteractionsbetweenthevariousKenyancommunities
duringthepre-colonialperiod.
a)Throughtheinter-tribalwars,therewaslossoflivesanddestructionof
propertyhenceeconomicdecline.
b)Manycommunitiesweredisplacedasnewonesarrived.E.gwhentheLuos
arrived,AbagusiiandsectionsoftheAbaluhyiaweredisplaced.Etc.
c)Theconstantraidsasameansofinteractionledtosomecommunities
seekingforrefugeeinsecureplaces.E.gtheAbagusiitoorefugeeinthepresent
KisiihighlandduetotheKipsigis,NandiandMaasairaidsin1800AD.
d)Asenseofunitydevelopedamongsomecommunitiese.g.amongtheLuo,as
ameansofDefenceagainstattacksbytheMaasai,NandiandAbaluhyia.
e)Tensionbetweenvariouscommunitieswasreducedastheyinteracted
throughintermarriagese.g.betweentheAgikuyuandtheMaasai.
f)Somenewcustomsfoundtheirwayintovariouscommunities.E.gtheBantu
andtheniloteslearnedofcircumcisionandagesetsystem from thesouthern
Cushites.
g)Newtechnologyinfusedintovariouscommunities.E.g.theBantuandthe
niloteslearnedtheartofcattlemilkingandbleeding,irrigationandmanuringfrom
thesouthernCushites.
h)Specializationemergedmainlyduetointer-communitytradeintheregion.
i)Therewasalsoincreasedwealthinsomecommunities.Forexamplethrough
thetrade
betweentheAgikuyuandtheAkamba,someAgikuyugainedwealth.
j)Neweconomicactivitiessprungupinsomecommunities.E.g.theMaasai
adoptedcropcultivationfrom theAgikuyu.
k)TheBantulanguagewasenrichedthroughtheborrowingofsomevocabulary
from thesouthernCushites.
l)TheAbakuriawereabletodevelopintoadistinctethnicgroupasaresultof
constantraidsfrom theMaasaiandtheLuo.
SOCIO-ECONOMICANDPOLITICALORGANIZATIONOFKENYANCOMMUNITIES
INTHE19THCENTURY
THEBANTU
Socialorganization
~ AlmostalltheBantucommunitieswereorganizedinclansmadeupofpeople



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

withcommondescent.
~ AlltheBantucommunitiespracticedcircumcision.Insomecommunitieslike
theAkamba,Abaluhyia,onlyboyscircumcised.AmongtheAbagusiiandAgikuyu,
bothboysandgirlswerecircumcised.Theinitiatesweretaughtthevaluesand
customsoftheircommunity
~ Circumcisionmarkedanentryintoanagesetwhosefunctionsincluded
defendingthecommunityfrom externalattacks,buildinghutsandadvisingjunior
age-setsonhowtoraid.
~ AlltheBantucommunitiesbelievedintheexistenceofasupernaturalpower
thatcontrolledtheirdestiny.TheAbaluhyia,forexamplecalledtheirGodWereor
Nyasaye,theAgikuyuNgaietc.
~ TheBantucommunitieshaddivinersandmedicineman.AmongtheAgikuyu
community,amedicinepersonwascalledmundumugo.
~ TheBantucelebratedlifebothinsonganddance.Thereweresongsfor
initiations,childbirth,marriage,harvestandfuneral.Themoodandstyleoftheir
songanddancesvarieddependingontheoccasion.
PoliticalorganizationoftheBantu
~ AlltheBantucommunitiesinKenya,excepttheWangasub-groupoftheLuhyia,
haddecentralizedformsofgovernment.
~ TheclanformedthebasicpoliticalunitforalltheBantucommunities.Each
clanwasmadeupofrelatedfamilies.Leadershipoftheclanwasinthehandsof
acouncilofelderswhoplayedapivotedroleinsolvingdisputes,decidedoninter-
tribalmarriages,maintaininglawandorderandmakingexecutivedecisions
affectingthecommunitylikedeclaringwar.
~ AmongtheAgikuyuandAmeru,thecouncilwasknownasKiama,Kambi
amongMijikenda,NjamaamongAtavetaandAbagatabagesakuamongtheGusii.
~ TheBantuhadanage-setsystem thathadsomepoliticalsignificance.For
exampleamongtheAgikuyu,theboysjoinedtheage-setafterinitiationtoprovide
warriorswhodefendedthecommunityfrom externalattacksandraidother
communitiesforcattle.
~ AmongthecentralizedWangagovernment,thekingwasknownasNabongo.
Hisofficewashereditary.Hewasassistedbyachiefministerandotherofficials
withacouncilofelders.
EconomicorganizationoftheBantu
~ TheBantukeptLivestocklikesheep,cattleandgoatsformilk,meatandskin.
Dowrywaspaidinform oflivestock.Somecommunitiesusedlivestockasaform
ofcurrencyinbartertrade.
~ TheytradedamongthemselvesandalsowiththeirneighbourssuchastheLuo,
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kalenjinandMaasai.Theysoldgrainsinexchangeforbasketsandfishfrom the
Luo.
~ Theypracticediron-smelting,makingimplementssuchasknives,hoesarrow
headsandspearheads.Thissometimesalsobecametradingitems.
~ TheBantupracticedcropgrowing.Theygrewgrainslikemillet,sorghum and
cassavaamongothercropsmainlyforfoodwhiletheexcessweresoldto
neighbours.
~ Theypracticedcraftmakingpotsandweavingbaskets.
~ FortheBantucommunitieswholivedalongriversandLakeVictoria,e.g.the
Luhyia,theypracticedfishing.
~ Huntingandgatheringwasalsodonebysomecommunitiestosupplement
theirfood.E.g.theAkamba.
~ Raidingothercommunitiesforcattle.
TheAgikuyu.
By19thcentury,theAgikuyuhadacomplexsocial,economicandpolitical
organizationsomeofwhichwereproductsoftheirinterrractionwithother
communities.
Socialorganization
~ ThefamilywasthesmallestsocialunitamongtheAgikuyu.Itwasheadedbya
father.
Severalfamiliesthatsharedacommonancestrycomprisedaclan.
~ TheAgikuyuhadritesofpassagewhichincludedinitiationofbothboysand
girlsthroughcircumcision/clitoridectomy.
~ Theinitiatedboysjoinedtheage-set(riikaormariika)afterbeingeducatedon
thevaluesandcustomsofthesociety.Itwasonlyafterinitiationthatboysand
girlswereconsideredmatureenoughtogetmarried.
~ TheAgikuyubelievedintheexistenceofoneGodwhocontrolledtheirdestiny.
TheycalledtheirGodNgai.Hewasallpowerfulandasbelievedtodwellomt.
kirinyagawheretheyclaim hecreatedthem.
~ TheyalsohaddivinerswhosemainworkwastointerpretGod’smessagetothe
people.
~ TheAgikuyuhadmedicineman.Amedicinepersonwascalledmundumugo.
Theirmainworkwastocurediseases.Theylearnedtheirskillsthroughapparent-
iceship.
~ TheAgikuyuhaddesignatedsacredplacesforprayers,worshipandofferings
(anexamplewasthemugumotreeforofferingsacrifices).
~ MarriagewasanimportantinstitutionamongtheAgikuyu.
ThepoliticalorganizationoftheAgikuyu
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~ TheAgikuyuhadadecentralizedsystem ofgovernment.Thebasicpolitical
system wasbasedonthefamilyheadedbyafather.
~ Severalfamiliesmadeupaclan(Mbari).Eachclanwasruledbyacouncilof
elders.(kiama).
Aseniorelder(Muramati)coordinatedtheactivitiesoftheclan.
~ Severalelders(aramati)formedahighercouncilofelders(kiamakiaathamaki)
~ Thefunctionsofthehighercouncilofeldersincludedsettlingdisputes,
deliberatingondaytodayactivities,administeringjusticeandhandleddisputes,
inheritancedisputesandactedasafinalcourtofappeal.
~ Theyhadwarriorsdrawnfrom theage-setsystem,whodefendedthe
communityfrom externalaggression.
EconomicorganizationoftheAgikuyu
TheAgikuyuengagedinvariouseconomicactivities;
~ TheAgikuyukeptLivestocklikesheep,cattleandgoatsformilk,meatandskin.
Dowrywaspaidinform oflivestock.
~ TheytradedamongthemselvesandwiththeirneighbourssuchastheAkamba
andMaasai.
Theysoldgrainsandironimplementsinexchangeforlivestockproductslike
skinsandbeads(Maasai)andimportedgoodslikeclothes(Akamba).
~ Theypracticediron-smelting,makingimplementssuchasknives,hoeswhich
enhancedtheirfarmingactivitiesandtrade.Theyborrowedthisartfrom the
Gumba.
~ Theypracticedcropgrowing.Theygrewgrainslikemillet,yams,sweet
potatoes,
arrowroots,sorghum andcassavaamongothercropsmainlyforfoodwhilethe
excessweresoldtoneighbours.
~ Theypracticedcraftmakingpotsandweavingbaskets.
~ HuntingandgatheringwasalsodonebyAgikuyutosupplementtheirfood.
TheAmeru
TheAmeruhadasystem ofgovernmentwhichensuredhighstandardsof
moralityandstability.Thissystem evolvedastheymigratedandinteractedwith
othercommunities.
SocialorganizationoftheAmeru
TheAmeruwasasystem characterizedbytheexistenceofvariouscouncilsfrom
thecouncilofchildrentothesupremecouncilofNjuriNcheke.Thiswasmeantto
ensurethehighestmoralstandardsinthecommunity.TheNjuriNchekeactedas
parliamentandhadthefollowingfunctions;
~ Itpresidedoverreligiousceremonies.
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~ Itsolveddisputesinthecommunity.Italsomediatedindisputesinvolvingthe
Meruandtheirneighbors
~ Itensuredthecustodyofthecommunity’shistory,traditionsand
values/heritage
~ Itsanctionedwars
~ Actedasritualleaders.TheyprovidedGuidanceandcounselingcommunity
members.
~ Itsetthemoralcodetobeadheredtobyallmembersofthecommunity.Ifone
wentagainstthemoralcode,he/shewouldbepunished.AmemberoftheNjuri
Nchekewhooffendedanotherwasfinedabundleofmiraa.Awarriorwho
violatedthecodewasfinedabull,anelderwhoviolatedthecodewasfinedabull
oragoat,awomanwhobrokethecodewasfinedabigpotofcowpeas.Marriage
wasregardedhighlyamongtheAmeruandamarriedwomanwouldbeassigned
toanelderlywoman(midwife)whom shemustgivegiftslikemillet,peasand
blackbeansinexchangeformidwifery.Anyspousewhoinvolvedinadulteryor
anygirlwhowasnotavirginatthetimeofmarriagewasstonedtodeathbya
stoningcouncilmadeupofmaleinitiates.Marriagewasexogamous(noonewas
allowedtomarryfrom theirclan)Beforeamalechildwasconsideredmature,he
underwentseveralstagesincludingcircumcision.Beforecircumcisionofboth
boysandgirls,twoceremonieswereperformedafterwhichtheybecamefull
membersofthecommunity.
~ Thetimeofmakingspotswheretheear-holeperforationwouldbedone.
~ Thetimeofactualperforationoftheears.
TheAmerubelievedintheexistenceofasupremebeingcalledBaabaWeetuwho
wasalovingfatherandtookcareofall.Hewasomnipresent.
TheAmerualsobelievedintheexistenceofspiritswhicheitherbrought
happinessortearsdependingonhowonelivedonearth.
Theybelievedinlifeafterdeathwithgoodpeoplegoingwhererainscomefrom
whentheydie.Libationswereofferedtoancestorstoquenchtheirthirstand
relievetheirhunger
BuildinghousesintheAmerucommunitywastheworkofwomenwhilemen
defendedthecommunity.
EconomicorganizationoftheAmeru
~ TheAmerucultivatedgraincropslikemillet,peas,blackbeans,cowpeasand
miraaamongothercropsmainlyforfoodwhiletheexcessweresoldto
neighbours.
~ TheAmerukeptLivestocklikesheep.Goatsandcattlefordowrypaymentand
ritualsandalsoformilk,meatandskin.
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~ Theytradedamongthemselvesandwiththeirneighbours.Whenthecoastal
traderspenetratedtheinterior,theyexchangedgoodswiththem
~ Theypracticediron-smelting,makingimplementssuchasknives,spearsand
hoeswhichenhancedtheirfarmingactivitiesandtrade.
~ Theypracticedcraftmakingpotsandweavingbaskets.
~ HuntingandgatheringwasalsodonebyAmerutosupplementtheirfood.
PoliticalorganizationoftheAmeru
~ Thebasicpoliticalsystem wasbasedonthefamilyheadedbyafather.
~ Thebasicpoliticalunitwastheclan.Severalfamiliesmadeupaclanheaded
byaclanelder.
~ TheAmeruhadasystem ofcouncilsandagegroupswhichoversawthe
administrationofthecommunity.EveryMerubelongedtotherelevantcouncil.E.g.
thechildren’scouncil,councilofelders’councilofwarriors.Thesupremecouncil
wasknownasNjuriNcheke.
~ Thefunctionsofthesupremecouncilofeldersincludedsettlingdisputes,
deliberatingondaytodayactivities,administeringjusticeandhandleddisputes,
inheritancedisputesandactedasafinalcourtofappeal.Italsoofficiatedover
religiousceremonies
~ Theagesetsystem providedthecommunitywithwarriorswhodefendedthe
communityfrom externalaggression.
~ Religionsleaderslikeprophetsinfluencedthepoliticaladministrationforthe
Ameru.
~ Theirsystem ofgovernmentalternatedbetweentwoorganizationsnamely,
KirugaandNtibaeveryfourteenyearsandeachhaditsownarmyregiment.
TheAkamba
TheAkambaareoftheeasternBantuswhosettledinChyuluhills,Mbooni,Kitui
andMachakos.
Socialorganization
~ LikeotherBantus,theAkambawereorganizedintoclanswhosemembers
claimedcommondescent.
~ TheAkambapracticedexogamousmarriages.Howevertheirtraditionallowed
theadoptionofanoutsiderintoaclan
~ WrongdoersamongtheAkambawerebanishedfrom thecommunityifthey
refusedtocompensateforthewrongdid.
~ ThereexistednoinstitutionalagesetsamongtheAkambathoughboysand
girlswerecircumcisedbeforereachingpuberty.Theinitiateswerethentaught
communitysecretsaftertwoyearsfrom circumcision(at14years)
~ Atpuberty,bothmenandwomenwereallowedtomarryandbearchildrenwith
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thefatherofayoungfamilyautomaticallybecomingajuniorelderuntilhis
childrenwerereadytobecircumcised.
~ Hethenmovedtothenextgradeonlyafterpayingabullockandseveralgoats.
~ Thetoptwogradesformedtheadministrativecouncilofthecommunitymainly
dealingwiththeritualceremonies.
~ TheAkambabelievedintheexistenceofacreatorcalledNgaiorMulungu
whom theyprayedtothroughancestralspirits.
~ TheAkambahadritualexpertswhoincludedmedicinepeoplethatguidedthem
intheirrituals.
~ Shrinesalsoexistedwhereofferingsandsacrificesweremadebytheelders
calledAtumiamaithembo.(Mostlyfoundataplacewithtwolargefigtrees.)
~ TheAkambahadmanysocialceremonieswhichwereaccompaniedwith
festivitydanceandmusic.Forexample,duringharvest,weddings,deathsand
birth.
Politicalorganization
~ ThesmallestpoliticalunitamongtheAkambawasthehomestead,(Musyi)
comprisingthreetofourgenerationsofextendedfamilywithastockaderound
thehomeofeachmarriedman.Outsidetheentranceofthehomestead,therewas
anopenspace(thome),wheremenwouldsitanddiscusspoliticalandother
importantmatters.
~ Severalrelatedfamiliesformedawiderterritorialgroupingorclanwithitsown
recreationalground,elder’scouncil(madeofallthemaleelders),warleaderand
palaceforworship
~ TheclanwasthemainpoliticalunitfortheAkamba.
~ TherewasalsoalargerterritorialgroupingabovetheclancalledKivalothat
constitutedafightingunit.Therewashowevernosinglecentralauthoritythat
unitedtheAkambatheKivalowasalwaysdisbandedafterwar.
~ Agegradesandagesetswerecommontoallinthecommunityandactedasa
unifyingfactor.
~ Theeldersinthecommunitywererankedaccordingtoseniority.
~ Junioreldersdefendedtheircommunity.Medium elders(Nthele)assistedin
the
administrationofthecommunity.Thefullelders(AtumiamaKivalo)participated
indeliveringjudgements.Theseniormostelders(AtumiamaIthembo)were
involvedinreligiousactivities.
~ By19thcentury,duetoparticipationandgainingfrom trade,anumberofpeople
hadgainedprestigeandfollowerstoberegardedasAkambachiefsorleaders.
Forexample,chiefKivoi.
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Economicorganization
~ Duetovariationintheenvironment,theAkambaparticipatedinvaried
economicactivities.
~ ThosewholivedaroundthefertileMbooni,uluandIvetihillspracticedfarming.
Theyplantedsorghum,millet,yams,potatoes,sugarcaneandbeans.
~ ThosewholivedinthedrierareaslikeKituipracticedlivestockfarmingand
mainlytranshumanceduringthedrierperiod.
~ TheAkambawerealsohuntershuntingforelephants,leopards,antelopesand
Rhinos.TheyweregathererswhoCollectedfruits,rootsetc.
~ Theypracticedtradingactivitiese.g.theysoldIvory,feathers,shellshides,
arrows,spearheads,toneighboursandtheArabs,Swahilitraders.
~ TheAkambawereskilledIron–workersproducedspears,arrowheads,hoes,
knives.
~ TheAkambaPracticedwoodcarvingmakingtoolsandshields.
~ Theyengagedinpottery,makingpots,matsetc.
~ Theywerebee-keepersforhoneywhichtheysold.
~ TheAkambaactedasmiddlemenduringthelongdistancetrade.
TheAbagusii
TheyoriginatedintheCongoForestlikeotherBantusandsettledinthefertile
highlandsofKisii,GuchaandNyamiraDistrictsofNyanzaProvince.
PoliticalOrganization
TheclanformedthebasicpoliticalunitforGusiicommunities.Eachclanwas
madeupofrelatedfamilies.Leadershipoftheclanwasinthehandsofacouncil
ofelderswhoplayedapivotedroleinsolvingdisputes,decidedoninter-tribal
marriages,maintaininglawandorderandmakingexecutivedecisionsaffecting
thecommunitylikedeclaringwar.ThecouncilwasknownAbagatabagesaku.The
Abagusiialsohadchiefdomsmadeupofseveralclans,whichUnitedtocounter-
attacksfrom theirneighbours.Eachchiefdom washeadedbyachief(Omugambi),
assistedbyacouncilofclanelders.
Theeldersactedas‘middlemen’throughwhom peoplecouldcommunicatetheir
wishesandgrievancestothechief.Thepositionofthechiefwashereditary.The
Omogambipresidedoverreligiousceremonies.Heledclanmembersin
communalsacrificesandsocialactivitiessuchastheplantingandharvestingof
crops.Healsoperformedpoliticalfunctions.Aftercircumcision,theboysjoined
theage-setwhichactedasamilitarywingresponsibleforthedefenceofthe
community.TheKisiistillpracticemostofthepoliticalfeaturesdiscussedabove.
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Socialorganization
TheAbagusiilivedinfamilyunit,headedbyafamilymember,calledthefamily
head.Severalrelatedfamiliesformedaclan,headedbyclanelderswhoformeda
council.Theroleofthecouncilofelderswastosettledisputesbetween
families.Anumberofclansformedsub-communitiesheadedbyclanelders.
CircumcisionofboysandgirlsformedpartoftheinitiationritesfortheAbagusii.
Theinitiatesweretaughtthevaluesandcustomsofthesocietyafterwhichthey
wereconsideredadults.Theinitiatedboyswereorganizedintoagegroupsand
age-grades.Anage-gradewasmadeupofpeoplewhowerecircumcisedtogether.
Membersofthesameage-gradetreatedoneanotherasrealbrothersandhelped
eachotherintimesofneed.Theybelievedintheexistenceofasupremegod,
‘engoro’whowasthecreatorofeverything.Theyofferedsacrificestohim during
specialoccasionslikeinitiationceremoniesandreligionsfestivalsandwhenthere
wereproblemslikeillnessanddraught.Theyworshippedhim throughtheir
ancestralspirits.DivinersandseersamongtheKisiiwerespecialpeopleandwere
calledOmoragori.
Economicorganization
~ TheAbagusiipracticedcropfarming.Theygrewmanyfoodcropsincluding
maize,sorghum,yams,peas,beans,millet,cassava,bananasandsweetpotatoes.
~ Theyalsokeptlivestock,cattle,goatsandsheepwerekeptformeatandmilk.
Theyalsokeptpoultry.
~ TradingwasalsoamaineconomicactivityamongtheAbagusii.Theytraded
withtheirneighboursespeciallytheLuoandtheAbaluhyia.TheLuosupplied
them withlivestock,cattle,salt,hides,fish,drums,andpoisonforarrows,spears
andpotatoes.Inreturn,theAbagusiisuppliedtheLuowithgrain,hoes,axes,
spears,arrowheads,razors,soapstone,soapstonedust,baboonskins,pipes,
bowlsandcarvingsofanimalsandbirds.
~ TheAbagusiiwerealsoinvolvediniron-working,whichtheykeptsecretto
avoidcompetitionfrom theirneighbours.Theymadeironimplementssuchas
hoes,spears,axesandarrowheads.Theyalsomadeornaments.
~ Theyminedsoapstoneonthehilltops.Theyusedisdusttodecoratetheir
facesduringceremonies.SomewassoldtotheLuoswhousedtodecoratefaces
oftheirheroes.Itwasusedformakingpots,pipes,bowlsandcarvings.
~ Theyalsodependedonhuntingandgatheringtosupplementtheother
economies.Theyhuntedwildgameformeatandskins.Theyalsocollectedwild
fruitrootsandvegetables.
~ TheAbagusiiraidedtheirneighboursforlivestock.Todate,theystillraidthe
MaasaiandKipsigisforlivestock.



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

TheMijikenda
TheMijikendacompriseofninegroupsthathadsimilarsocial,economicand
politicalstructures.Theyarebelievedtohavearrivedintheircurrentsettlement
from Shungwaya.

SocialorganizationoftheMijikenda
TheMijikendawereorganizedinclanscomprisingofrelatedfamilies.
~ TheMijikendapracticedcircumcision.Onlyboyscircumcised.Circumcision
markedanentryintoanagesetwhosefunctionsincludedbuildinghutsand
advisingjuniorage-setsonhowtoraid.
~ Theybelievedintheexistenceofasupernaturalpowerthatcontrolledtheir
destiny.TheycalledtheirGodMulungu.
~ TheMijikendaworshippedancestralspirits.ProphetsamongtheMijikenda
werecalledwafisi.
~ MarriageamongtheMijikendawasexogamous(noonewasallowedtomarry
from theirclan).Theypracticedpolygamy
~ TherewasdivisionoflabouramongtheMijikenda.Childrenlookedafter
livestock,youngmenbuilthouses,cattlesheds,huntedandclearedbushesfor
cultivation..
~ TheMijikendacelebratedsocialceremoniesinsonganddance.Therewere
songsforinitiations,childbirth,marriage,harvestandfuneral..
Politicalorganization
~ TheMijikendahadastrongclansystem.Administrationwasbasedonastrong
clansystem.4-6clanslivedinafortifiedvillageknownaskaya.
~ Theexistenceofacouncilofelders(Kambi)atclanleveltosettledisputesand
thegeneraladministrationoftheclan
~ Anageset(riika)system formedbyyoungmenaftercircumcisionandwhich
providedthebasefrom whichwarriorswereobtained.
~ Socialandpoliticalunitywasstrengthenedthroughintermarriagebetween
differentclans.
~ Judicialmatterswerehandledbytheelders’councilwhichwasfinalcourtof
appeal.
~ Thecouncilofeldersdeclaredwaronwarringneighbors.
Economicorganization
~ TheMijikendakeptLivestocklikesheep,cattleandgoatsformilk,meatand
skin.Huntingandgatheringwasalsodonetosupplementtheirfood
~ TheytradedinthecoastaltradewiththeArabsandwiththeAkambafrom
interior.
~ TheMijikendapracticedsaltminingwhichtheusedasatradingitem.
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~ TheMijikendaengagedinfishingalongthecoastaswellasonrivers.
~ Theypracticedcropgrowing.Theygrewgrainslikemillet,yams,sweet
potatoes,
arrowroots,sorghum,coconutandcassavaamongothercropsmainlyforfood
whiletheexcessweresoldtoneighbours.
~ Theypracticedcraftmakingpotsandweavingbasketsusingcoconutleaves.
NILOTES
ThesecondlargestgroupinKenya.

Socialorganization
~ TherewereslightvariationsinthesocialorganizationsofthevariousNilotic
groupsinKenya.Howevertheysharedinstitutionssuchastheclan-based
organization,beliefinoneGod,venerationofancestralspirits,age-setsystem,
socialceremoniesandexistenceofreligiousleaders.
~ Thefamilywasthebasicsocialunitinmanycommunities.Severalrelated
familiesgroupedtogethertoform clansamongtheLuo,MaasaiandNandi.
~ Theybelievedinonesupernaturalbeing.TheMaasaireferredtohim asEngai
whiletheLuocalledHim Nyasaye.
~ Thecommunitiesbelievedintheexistenceofancestralspirits,towhom
sacrificesandlibationsweremadetoensuretheyremainedhappy.
~ Therewastheexistenceofreligiousleaderswhoseworkwastoleadthe
communitiesduringreligiousfunctionsandrituals.Someofthereligiousleaders
hadassumedpoliticalpowerby19thc.ForexampletheOrkoiyotamongtheNandi
andOloibonamongtheMaasai.
~ TheMaasaiandotherNiloticgroupshadrainmakersanddiviners.
~ Theage-setsystem wasanothercommonsocialinstitution.Theagesetswere
formedbythosewhowereinitiatedatthesametime.Theinstitutioncreateda
bondamongtheinitiatesthatcutacrossthefamiliesandclansthusunitingthe
wholecommunity.
~ Thereweresocialceremoniesthataccompaniedtheritesofpassagelike
circumcision,marriageanddeath.
~ TheLuoastheirform ofinitiationextractedsixlowerteeth.Theothergroups
practicedcircumcision.Inallthegroups,theinitiatesweretaughtthecommunity
values.
Theeconomicorganization
~ TheniloteswerenomadicpastoralistswhokeptLivestocklikesheep,cattle
andgoatsformilk,meatandblood.
~ Theytradedamongthemselvesandalsowiththeirneighbours.Thekalenjin
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tradedwiththeMaasaiandwiththeLuoandneighbouringBantucommunities
liketheAbaluhyia.Theysoldanimalproductsandredochreinexchangefor
grainsfrom theBantu.
~ Theypracticediron-smelting,makingimplementssuchasarrowheadsand
spearheads.Thisskilledwasborrowedfrom theBantu.
~ TheMaasaialsopracticedmininge.g.minediron,saltandredochrewhich
theyusedfordecorationandasacommodityfortrade.
~ Thereexistedvariationintheeconomicactivitieswithinasinglecommunity
liketheMaasai.SomesectionsoftheMaasaie.g.theKwavipracticedcrop
growingi.e.growinggrainsandvegetables.ThePurkowerepurelypastoralists
~ Theypracticedcrafte.g.madepots,weavedbasketsandleatherbelts.
~ Raidingothercommunitiesforcattlewasalsoacommoneconomicpractice.
~ TheLuowholivednearLakeVictoriapracticedfishing.TheTurkanaalso
engagedinfishingonLakeTurkana.
Politicalorganization
~ TheNiloticcommunitieshadadecentralizedsystem ofadministrationwithall
thecommunitiesorganizedonclanbasis.
~ Thereexistedcouncilsofeldersthatadministeredandensuredmaintenance
oflawandorder,settleddisputesbetweenclansandothercommunities.
~ Theniloteshadawarliketradition.EachcommunityhadWarriorswho
defendedthecommunityandraidedothercommunities.TheLuorefferedtothe
warriorsasThuondi.TheMaasaicalledthem Moran.
~ Theage-setsystem determinedpoliticalleadershipsinceallthoseinitiated
togetherformedoneage-setforlife.
~ TheinstitutionofreligioninfluencedmostofthepoliticalaffairsoftheNilotic
speakers.Forexample,theOrkoiyotamongtheNandiandtheOloibonamongthe
Maasaiwereprimarilyreligiousleaderswhowieldedpoliticalauthorityinthe19th
century.
TheNandi
By1900AD,theNandihadalreadyestablishedtheirsocial,economicandpolitical
institutions.
Socialorganization
~ Thefamilywasthebasicsocialunit.Severalrelatedfamiliesgroupedtogether
toform clansamongNandi.Thefamilyinstitutionwasveryimportantinthe
community.ItplayedanimportantroleintheKokwet(councilofelders)andinthe
clanactivities.
~ Theage-setsystem wasanimportantsocialinstitutionamongtheNandi.
Nandiboysandgirlswereinitiatedatpubertythroughcircumcision.Circumcision
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markedentryintoadulthood.Theinitiatesweretaughtthedeepestcommunity
valuesduringtheperiod.
~ Agesetswereformedbythosewhowereinitiatedatthesametime
irrespectiveoftheclanstheybelongedto.Intotal,therewereeightage-sets
amongtheNandinamelySawe,Maina,Chuma,Korongoro,Kipkoimet,Kaplelach,
KimnyingeandNyongi.
~ TheNandiboysbecamejuniorwarriorsaftercircumcision.Theyonlypromoted
toseniorwarriorsaftertheSaketapeitoceremony(slaughterofbullock)thatwas
doneaftereveryfifteenyears.
~ MarriagewithinthesameclanwasprohibitedamongtheNandi.Thiswas
meanttocreateunitybyencouragingintermarriagesbetweendifferentclans.
~ Theybelievedinonesupernaturalbeingwhom theyreferredtohim asAsis,
whowasbelievedtobetheprotectorofthecommunity.
~ TheNandibelievedintheexistenceofancestralspirits,towhom sacrificesand
libationsweremadetoensuretheyremainedhappy.
~ Thecommunityalsohadimportantreligiousleaderswhoseworkwastolead
the
communityduringreligiousfunctionsandrituals,divinersandrainmakers.The
institutionofOrkoiyotamongtheNandiwasborrowedfrom thatofOloibon
amongtheMaasai.
ReligiousfunctionsdidtheOrkoiyotoftheNandi.
~ HeMediatedbetweenGodandthepeople/actingasapriest.
~ HepresidedoverOfferingofsacrificestoGodonbehalfofthepeople.
~ Headvisedandblessedthewarriorsbeforetheywenttowar.
~ Blessingpeoplebeforetheyundertookspecialactivitieslikeplantingand
harvesting.
~ Heforetoldwhatwasgoingtohappeninthefuture.e.g.successormisfortune
in
thecommunity.
Economicorganization
~ TheNandiwerepastoralistswhokeptLivestocklikesheep,cattleandgoatsfor
milk,meat,manureandblood.CattlewereasymbolofstatusamongtheNandi
andalsoaform ofdowrysettlement.
~ TheNandicultivatedcropssuchasMilletandsorghum duethefertilesoilsand
favourableclimateinareaslikeAldai.
~ Theyalsopracticedhuntingandgatheringtosupplementtheirfoodproduction.
~ TheNandiraidedothercommunitiesforcattle.Theyacquiredlargeherdsof
cattlethroughraidingneighbouringcommunitiessuchastheMaasai.Abaluhyia
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andLuo.
~ Theytradedamongthemselvesandalsowiththeirneighbours.TheNandi
tradedwiththeMaasaiandwiththeLuoandneighbouringBantucommunities
liketheAbaluhyia.Theysoldanimalproductsandredochreinexchangefor
grainsfrom theBantu.TheNandihoweverwereselfsufficientinfood.
~ Theypracticedcrafte.g.madepots,weavedbasketsandleatherbelts.
Politicalorganization
Thefamilywasthebasicpoliticalunit.Itwasheadedbyafatherwhodealtwith
internalmatterssuchasdiscipline,allocationofcrops,landandcattle.Inmatters
affectingtheneighbourhood,hewasassistedbytheKokwet(councilofelders)
whichwasmadeupofneighbourhoodheads.AbovetheKokwetwastheclan
organizationwhosecouncilofelderstackledmatterstodowithgrazing
rights.Abovetheclan,therewasalargersocio-politicalunitcomprisingdifferent
wargroupslocatedinthesamegeographicalzonecalledapororiet.Thisformed
thehighestpoliticalunitamongtheNandi.Thepororietcouncilofelders
comprisedrepresentativesfrom differentclansItsfunctionsincludednegotiating
forpeaceanddeclaringwar.TheNandiboysbecamejuniorwarriorsafter
circumcision.TheyonlypromotedtoseniorwarriorsaftertheSaketapeito
ceremony(slaughterofbullock)thatwasdoneaftereveryfifteenyears.

TheMaasai
Socialorganization
~ TheMaasaiweredividedintotwogroups;thepastoralMaasai(Purko)andthe
AgriculturalMaasai(KwaviorIloikop).
~ TheMaasaiwereorganizedonclanbasiswitheachclanassociatedwitha
particulartypeofcattle.Intotal,theMaasaihadfiveclansspreadoverlargeareas
andnotnecessarilystayingtogether.
~ Maasaiboysandgirlswereinitiatedatpubertythroughcircumcision.
Circumcisionmarkedentryintoadulthood.Theinitiatesweretaughtthedeepest
communityvaluesduringtheperiod.
~ Aftercircumcision,theboysenteredanagesettowhichtheybelongedtherest
oftheirlife.
~ Theagesetinstitutioncreatedabondamongtheinitiatesthatcutacrossthe
familiesandclansthusunitingthewholecommunity.
~ AlltheboysinitiatedtogetheralsoformedawarriorclasscalledMoransand
livedinspecialhomesteadscalledManyattasawayfrom therestofthe
community.Forabouttenyears.
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~ Theywerenotallowedtotakemilkfrom theirmother’shouseandwere
requiredtoadheretoritualanddietaryrestrictions.
~ Theybelievedinonesupernaturalbeing.TheMaasaireferredtohim asEngai.
Prayersandsacrificeswereofferedtohim attheshrines.
~ Therewastheexistenceofreligiousleaderswhoseworkwastoleadthe
communitiesduringreligiousfunctionsandrituals.Theycalledtheirreligious
leaderOloibon.
FunctionsofOloibon
~ Hepresidedoverreligiousceremonies./Hewasconsultedonallreligious
matters.
~ Heblessedwarriorsbeforetheywenttowar.
~ Headvisedthecouncilofelders.
~ Heforetoldthefutureevents.
TheMaasaiandotherNiloticgroupshadrainmakersanddiviners.
Therewereseveralsocialceremoniesthataccompaniedtheritesofpassagelike
circumcision,marriageanddeath.TheEunotoceremonymarkedthegraduation
oftheMoransintojuniorelders.Thisceremonyisstillpracticeduptodate.
EconomicorganizationoftheMaasai
~ TheMaasaiwerenomadicpastoralistswhokeptLivestocklikesheep,cattle
andgoatsformilk,meatandblood..
~ Theytradedamongthemselvesandalsowiththeirneighbourssuchasthe
Agikuyu,kalenjinandTaita.Theysoldanimalproductsandredochreinexchange
forgrainsfrom theAgikuyu.
~ Theypracticediron-smelting,makingimplementssuchasarrowheadsand
spearheads..
~ Theyalsopracticedmininge.g.minediron,saltandredochrewhich
~ Theyalsopracticedmininge.g.minediron,saltandredochrewhichtheyused
fordecorationandasacommodityfortrade.
~ SomesectionsoftheMaasaie.g.theKwavipracticedcropgrowingi.e.
growinggrainsandvegetables.
~ Theypracticedcrafte.g.madepots,weavedbasketsandleatherbelts.
~ Raidingothercommunitiesforcattle.
PoliticalorganizationoftheMaasai
ThelargestpoliticalunitamongstMaasaiwasthetribalsection,whichwasa
geographicallydistinctentitywhichoperatedasanation,especiallyduring
ceremonies.
Affairsinvolvinginter-clancooperationweredealtwithinadhocmeetings
comprisingagesetspokesmen
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BeforeaMaasaiyoungmanbecameanadult,heunderwentthefollowingfour
stages.
Boyhood(ilaiyak)
Theyouthsatthisstagelookedafterfamilyandclanlivestockuntiltheyreached
circumcisionstageatabout15years.
Warriorhood(Ilmuran)
Thestagewasjoinedbyyoungmencircumcisedtogetherandcomprisedofages
between18and25years.Theydefendedthecommunityandconductedraidsto
boosttheclanandtribalflocks.TheyhadamilitaryleaderknownasOlaiguani.
Thestayedinisolationinmanyattasundergoingmilitarytraininginorderto
graduateintoseniorwarriors.Afterthattheywerepermittedtomarry.
Juniorelders
Thiswasthepoliticalauthoritythatevaluatedthedaytodayissuesofthe
community.
Itcomprisedheadsofhouseholds,,aim responsibilitywastomaintainpeaceand
instructwarriorsonhowtohandleissuesinthecommunity.Theywerepermitted
toownlivestock.
Theseniorelders
Theycomprisetheseniormostage-set.Membershipwasdeterminedbyageand
experience.Thegroupperformedreligiousfunctionsandalsowasresponsiblefor
anddealtwithdifficultjudicialandpoliticaldecisions.TheMaasaiadoptedthe
institutionofOloibonorprophetthatcombinedsocio-religiousfunctionsandlater
ownassumedpoliticalauthority.Therewereseveralsocialceremoniesthat
accompaniedtheritesofpassagelikecircumcision,marriageanddeath.The
EunotoceremonymarkedthegraduationoftheMoransintojuniorelders.This
ceremonyisstillpracticeduptodate.
TheLuo
Socialorganization
ThefamilywasthebasicsocialunitamongtheLuo.TheLuocommunityvalued
largefamiliesandthereforepracticedpolygamy.MarriageamongtheLuowas
exogamous(noonewasallowedtomarryfrom theirclan).
Severalrelatedfamiliesgroupedtogethertoform clansamongtheLuo.
Theybelievedinonesupernaturalbeingwhom theycalledNyasaye.Theyprayed
toNyasaye.Thecommunitiesbelievedintheexistenceofancestralspirits,to
whom sacrificesandlibationsweremadetoensuretheyremainedhappy.Sacred
shrinesandtreesexisted.Herocks,highhillsandeventhelakewereassociated
withsupernaturalpower.Therewastheexistenceofreligiousleaderswhosework
wastoleadthecommunitiesduringreligiousfunctionsandperform rituals.
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Theseincludedpriests,medicinepeople,rainmakersanddiviners.Foronetobea
medicineperson,abenevolentspiritcalledJuogimustpossesshim orher.The
Luoyouthsastheirform ofinitiationextractedsixlowerteeth.Afterthatthey
wereallowedtomarry.TheLuohadseveralsocialceremoniesthataccompanied
theritesofpassagelikemarriageanddeath.
Economicorganization
~ TheLuowereoriginallyapastoralandfishingcommunity.TheyPracticed
livestockkeepingforprestigeandculturalpurposese.g.dowryandformeatand
milk.
~ ThecarriedoutFishingalongwatercoursesduetotheirproximitytothelake.
Bothmenandwomenconductedfishing,whichwasasourceoffoodaswellasa
tradecommodity.
~ TheLuoTradedwiththeirneighbors.Theysoldpots,baskets,cattle,fishand
livestockforgrains,spears,arrowsandcanoesfrom theAbaluhyia,Abagusii,
KipsigisandNandi.
~ TheyalsoCultivatedplantslikemillet,sorghum,etc
~ Mostofthem practicedhuntingandgatheringtogetadditionalmeatandhides
andtosupplementthefoodtheyproduced.
~ Theypracticedcraft.Womenspecializedinproductionofpotteryproducts,
basketsandclothes
PoliticalorganizationoftheLuo
TheLuowereadecentralizedcommunity.
ThefamilywasthebasicpoliticalunitamongtheLuo.Theheadofthefamilywas
referredtoasJaduong.Severalrelatedfamiliesmadeupaclanheadedbya
councilofelderscalledDohowhosemainresponsibilitywastosettleinter-family
disputes.
BelowtheDohowerelineagecouncilscalledBuchDhootthattackleddomestic
issues
AbovetheDohowasagroupingofclanscalledOgandaheadedbyacouncilof
eldersrefferedtoasBuchpinyandheadedbyachiefeldercalledRuoth.The
Buchpinycomprisedrepresentativesfrom eachclan.Itwasresponsiblefor
settlinginter-clanconflicts,declaringwarandpunishingcriminalssuchas
murderers.ReligiousleadersamongtheLuoalsoinfluencedpolitics.E.g
rainmakersanddiviners.Oneofthemembersofthecouncilofelderswasgivena
responsibilityofadvisingthecouncilonmilitarymattersandwasthereforeawar
leader(osumbaMrwayi).Underthem wasaspecialgroupofwarriorsrefferedto
asThuondi(bulls).Theirworkwastoraidedneighbouringcommunitieslikethe
Maasai,NandiandAbagusiiandotherperceivedenemies.
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TheCushites
ThesewerethesmallestlinguisticgroupinKenyainhabitingthenorthernpartof
Kenya.TheyareanomadicSam speakinggroup.TheycomprisetheBorana,
Gabra,Galla(Oromo),RendilleandBurji.Thecommunitiesdevelopedcomplex
social,economicandpoliticalinstitutionsthatwereinterruptedbythecomingof
theMuslimsandEuropeans.
SocialorganizationoftheCushites
TheCushiteshadapatrilinealsociety,whichmeanstheytracedtheirorigins
throughthefatherTheCushitesbelievedinacommonancestorwhichmakes
theirkinshipsystem strong.AlltheCushiticcommunitiespracticedcircumcision
ofboysandclitoridectomyforgirlsasaform ofinitiation.Thiswasariteof
passageintoadulthood.Aftercircumcision,theinitiatesweretaughtabouttheir
adultrolesandtheirrightsasmembersofthecommunity.Circumcisionmarked
anentryintoanagesetwhosefunctionsincludeddefendingthecommunityfrom
externalattacks,buildinghutsandadvisingjuniorage-setsonhowtoraid.Each
agesethadaleaderwithspecificduties.Theybelievedintheexistenceofa
supremegod,whowasthecreatorofeverything.Hewasgivendifferentnames.
TheOromoreferredtohim aswak(waq).Theyalsobelievedinspiritswhich
inhabitednaturalobjectslikerocksandtrees.TheCushiteshadshrinesfrom
whichtheyprayedtotheirGod.Lateron,throughinteractionwiththeirneighbours,
alltheCushitesbecameMuslimsbythe16thc.TheCushiticspeakerswere
polygamousandtheirmarriagewasexogamousinnature.Inheritancewasfrom
fathertosonamongtheCushites.Theeldersoninheritedthefather’sproperty
andshareditwithhisyoungerbrothers.Girlshadnorighttoinheritance.The
Cushiticlifewasfullofceremonies.Theycelebratedlifebothinsonganddance.
Thereweresongsforinitiations,childbirth,marriage,harvestandfuneral.
Economicorganization
Theyhadadiversifiedeconomicsystem thatcateredfortheirlivelihoodand
supportedtheirlifestyle.TheybasicallypracticedPastoralism/livestockkeepingin
theirsemi-aridregion–Theykeptcattle,goats,camelanddonkeys.Camelsand
cattleprovidedmilkandbloodandwereassigningofprestige.Goatsandsheep
providedmeat.SomeCushiteswholivedalongrivervalleyspracticedsubstance
agriculturewheretheygrewgraincrops,vegetables,dates,peas,pepper,tubers
andbananas.Theyalsopracticedironsmeltingandmadeirontoolse.g.swords,
knives,banglesandarrowheads.Theyhuntedwildgameforfood,ivory,skins
(hides)forclothing,beddingandgatheredfruitsandrootsandvegetables.They
engagedincraftindustrye.g.productionofleatheritemssuchashandbags,belts
etc.Someofthem wholivednearriversandalongtheIndianOceanpracticed
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fishing.Theytradedwiththeirneighbourse.g.thePokomoandtheSamburu.
PoliticalorganizationoftheCushites
AlltheCushiticcommunitieslikeothergroupsinKenya,haddecentralizedforms
ofgovernment.TheclanformedthebasicpoliticalunitforalltheBantu
communities.Eachclanwasmadeupofrelatedfamilies.
Thesocialandpoliticalsystem oftheCushiteswasinterwoventhatthesocial
divisions,agesetsystem werealsoimportantaspectsofthepolitical
system.Leadershipoftheclanwasinthehandsofacouncilofelderswhoplayed
apivotedroleinsolvingdisputes,actingasritualexperts,presidingoverreligious
ceremonies,maintaininglawandorderandmakingexecutivedecisionsaffecting
thecommunitylikedeclaringwar.AmongtheCushitesaclanwasindependentof
othersexceptwhenthewidercommunityfacedacommonenemyorproblem.The
Cushitesdevelopedanage-setsystem thathadsomepoliticalsignificance.After
circumcision,theboysjoinedtheage-setafterinitiationtoprovidewarriorswho
defendedthecommunityfrom externalattacksandraidothercommunitiesfor
cattle.Theagesetsystem wasbasedonabouttengroupseachwithitsown
leader.Attheendofanagecycle,aceremonywasperformedandtheseniorage
setsretiredfrom publiclifeandsettledindifferentterritories.
TheSomali
ThesocialorganizationoftheSomali.LikeSomaliwereorganizedintoclanseach
comprisingoffamilieswhosemembersclaimedcommondescent.Theyalsohad
anagesetsystem.Circumcisionmarkedanentryintoanagesetwhosefunctions
includeddefendingthecommunityfrom externalattacks,buildinghutsand
advisingjunioragesetsonhowtoraid.Eachagesethadaleaderwithspecific
duties.Theybelievedintheexistenceofasupremegod,whom theyreferredtoas
wak(waq).Hewasthecreatorofeverything.Theyhadreligiousleaderswho
mediatedbetweenGodandthepeople
Lateron,throughinteractionwiththeirneighbours,alltheSomalibecame
Muslimsbythe16thc.TheSomalivaluedmarriageasanimportantinstitution.
Theywerepolygamousandtheirmarriagewasexogamousinnature.
PoliticalorganizationoftheSomali
TheSomalihadadecentralizedpoliticalsystem ofadministration.Thebasic
politicalunitwastheclanmadeupofrelatedfamilies.Theclanwasheadedbya
councilofeldersinchargeofdaytodayaffairsoftheclane.g.makingmajor
decisionsandsettlingdisputesandpresidingoverreligiousceremonies.The
Somalihadanagesetsystem andallmalemembersofthesocietybelongedto
anageset.Eachagesetperformedspecificroles/duties.From theageset
system,thereevolvedamilitaryorganizationforcommunitydefence.Initiates
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joinedtheagesetsystem aftercircumcision.WiththeadventofIslamicreligion
politicalorganizationchanged.Theynowhadcommunityleaderscalledsheikhs
whoserolewasmainlyadvisory.Thepoliticalsystem wasnowbasedonthe
Islamicsharia.
Economicorganization
a)TheSomaliwerehuntersandgathers.Theyhuntedwildgameforfoodand
gatheredfruitsandrootsandvegetables.
b)TheybasicallypracticednomadicPastoralism.Theykeptcattle,goats,camel
andsheep.Theirdietwasmainlymilk,meatandblood.
c)Theytradedwiththeirneighbourstogetwhattheycouldnotproducee.g.the
PokomoandtheMijikendafrom whom theyacquiredgrains.
d)AsectionoftheSomalipracticedironsmeltingandmadeirontoolse.g.
swords,knives,banglesandarrowheads.Theyalsoengagedincraftindustrye.g.
productionofleatheritemssuchashandbags,beltsetc.
e)SuchcraftactivitiesweredespisedamongtheSomaliandwereassociated
withagroupwhom theyreferredtoasSab(outcasts).
TheBorana
TheyareabranchoftheOromoorGallapeoplewhocamefrom Ethiopia.
Socialorganization
TheBoranahadacomplexsocialorganization.Thesocietywasdividedintoclans
ledbyelderswhoseresponsibilitywastosettledisputesandmaintaininglawand
order.Eachclanwasmadeupofrelatedfamilies.Theboranahadastrongbelief
intheextendedfamily.TheBoranawerenomadic.Buttheyhadaresidential
sectioncalledthecampthatconsistedofafewhutsofrelatedfamilies..Inthe
camps,itwasthemostseniormarriedandcompetentmanwhobecamethehead
ofthecamp(abbaolla).Hewouldhavehiswife’shutbuiltontheextremeleft.The
Boranahadacomplexage-setstructurecalledGada.EachGadawasheadedby
themostpowerfulindividualamongthegroupmembers(Abbaboku).Hisduty
wouldbetopresideovervillagemeetings,proclaim lawsandpresideover
religiousceremonies.Thecommunityhadtwokinshipgroupsthatpracticed
exogamousmarriage..Amanfrom theGonakinshipwouldonlymarryfrom the
Sabbokinship.Polygamywasallowed.Thefamilyamongtheboranawasheaded
byamanreferredtoasAbbawarrawiththewifeasthefemaleheadofthe
household(Hatimana)
Therewasdivisionoflabourinthesociety.Themendefendedthecamps,wells,
herdsandshrines.Theydugwellsandorganizedraidingparties.Themenalso
electedleadersofcamps,agesetsandGadaclass.Thewomenperformed
householdduties,wovebasketsforcarryingchildren,preparedleatherandbuilt
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houses.Boysherdedsheep,goatsandcattle.Elderspresidedoverthecourt
cases.TheboranaworshippedapowerfulGod,thecreatorwhom theycalledWak
(waq).Hewasworshippedthroughreligiousleaders
Theyhadapatrilinealsocietywhereinheritancewasfrom thefathertotheson,
andspecificallythefirstson,angafa,whowouldthenredistributetheinherited
cattletotheyoungerbrothers.Theirculturewasfullofceremonies.Forexample,
therewereceremonieswhenaGadaclassenteredorleftaGadagrade,therewas
warceremony(butta)andamudaceremonyinhonorofthekinshipleader,kallu.
Economicorganization
a)TheboranawerebasicallypracticednomadicPastoralistswhokeptcattle,
goatsandsheep.Cattlewasslaughteredaspartoftheirreligiousritualsandalso
providedrawmaterialsforhousesandotherlocalindustries.
b)Theytradedwiththeirneighbourstogetwhattheycouldnotproducee.g.they
exchangedtheiranimalswiththeMijikendafrom whom theyacquiredgrains.
c)TheBoranawerehuntersandgathers.Theyhuntedwildgameforfoodand
gatheredfruitsandrootsandvegetables.
d)Thosewhosettledinthefertileregionalongthetanavalleygrewcropslike
beansandpepper.
e)TheBoranawomenengagedincraftindustrye.g.productionofleatheritems
suchashandbags,beltsetc.menalsomadewoodentools,weaponsandutensils.
f)TheBoranaalsopracticedfishingastheysettledalongrivertana.
Politicalorganizationoftheborana
Theirpoliticalsystem wasbasedonthekinshipsystem wherethesocietywas
dividedintoclanscomprisingrelatedfamilies.Thereweretwomoieties(kinships)
thatwerefurtherdividedintosub-moieties.Thesub-moietieswerefurtherdivided
intoclans.
Eachmoietywasheadedbyahereditaryleaderknownaskallu.Thekalluofthe
Sabboforexamplecamefrom thedyalluclanofthekarrayyusub-moiety.The
kallu’scampwasthespiritualandpoliticalcentreofthegroup.Hisduties
includedleadinginritualceremonies,providingjudgmentinmajorconflicts
betweenclans.HewaselectedtogetherwiththecounciloftheGadaleadersof
eachgadclasswhenitpreparedtoenteranewgrade.Thekalluwerenot
authorizedtobeararmsordefendthemselvesbutweretomoveincompanyof
othermembersofthesociety.Theboranasocietywasdividedintoclansledbya
councilofelderswhoseresponsibilitywastosettledisputesandmaintaininglaw
andorder.Eachclanwasmadeupofrelatedfamilieswholivedinaresidential
sectioncalledthecampthatconsistedofafewhutsofrelatedfamilies..Powers
weredistributedequallybetweenthetwomoietiesatalllevelssuchasinthe
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Gadaclass,age-setandcampcouncilsaswellasintribalceremonies.The
complexagesetsystem mainlyprovidedamilitarybaseforthesociety.Theage
sets,Hariyya,wererecruitedfrom boysofthesameage.Gadaclass(Luba)was
recruitedgenealogically.TherewereelevengradesthroughwhichtheGada
classespassedfrom birthtodeath,witheachgradelastingeightyears.Whileage
setmemberswereofthesameage,Gadamemberswereofvariedages.
Theagesetsformedtheagesetcouncilthatrecruitedthewarriors.Membersof
theGadaclassesformedtheGadacouncil(lallaba)whichtheresponsibilityof
makingdecisionsfortheirclasses.Theyalsoresolvedconflictsbetweennon-
relativesandmobilizedeconomicactivitiessuchasdiggingwells,organizing
societalritualsandceremoniesanddirectingrelativeswiththeirneighbourssuch
astheOromoandSomali.Thecouncilscontributedtothedevelopmentofan
effectivepoliticalorganization.Thecomplexityoftheboranainstitutions
strengthenedunityamongthem.However,thecomingofthecolonialistsinthe
20thcenturyheavilyimpactedonthesenomadicpastoralcommunity.
CONTACTSBETWEENEASTAFRICAANDTHEOUTSIDEWORLDUPTOTHE19TH

C.
Theearlycontactswereinitiallyatthecoastbutlaterspreadinland.Theearly
visitorsincludedtheArabs,Greeks,Chinese,Persians,Portuguese,British,French
andtheDutch.

TheEastAfricancoast
Theexistingdocumentariesandarchaeologicalevidenceaboutthehistorical
informationontheeastAfricancoastinclude;
~ TheGraeco-RomanDocumentarywhichonlymakesindirectreferencestothe
eastAfricancoast.
~ TheSwahilichronicleswrittenbythepeopleofthecoast.E.gtheKilwa
chroniclegivesaccountofachievementsofcoastalrulersbeforethearrivalofthe
Portuguese.
~ ThewritingsofPliny,aRomanGeographerwhowroteaboutthehighcostof
tradewithIndiainhisbook,TheNaturalHistory.
~ PeriplusoftheErythreanSea;byaGreekmerchantin1stCADdescribesthe
peopleandplacesalongthecoastandtheIndianOceanTrade.(ErythreanSea
Trade).
~ GeopgraphiabyClaudiusPtolemymakesreferencetoeastAfricancoastand
thetradealongSomaliaandKenyancoasts.
~ ChristianTopographyofCosmosIndicoofthe6THCdescribesthetrading
activitiesonthecoastofEastAfrica.
~ RenownedtravelerslikeAl-Mosudi,AlIdrisiandIbnBattutawrotefirsthand
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accountsabouttheplacestheyvisitedandthepeopletheymetatthecoastinthe
10thCAD.
~ TheexistingarchaeologicalevidenceineastAfricaincludetheremainsof
pottery,irontools,beadsandcoinswhichprovethepresenceofinternational
trade.
EarlyvisitorstotheeastAfricancoastupto1500.
DuetothegreataccessibilityoftheeastAfricancoast,therewaswidespread
interactionbetweenitandthepeoplefrom theoutsideworld.Thiswasalsoaided
bythemonsoonwindsthatblewvessels/shipstothecoastbetweenNovember
andAprilandtookthem awaybetweenmayandOctober.Theearliestvisitors
weretheEgyptians,PhoeniciansandIndonesians.Otherswhocamelateron
includedtheGreeks,Persians,Romans,Chinese,Arabs,Syrians,Indiansandthe
Portuguese.
TheGreeks
TheircomingtoeastAfricaisaccountedforbythequarrelsbetweentheSeleucid
rulersinGreeceandthePtolemaicGreeksinEgyptovercontrolofthelandroute
totheeastthroughtheMediterraneanlands.Therisingdemandforivorymadethe
ptolemiesventureintotheredseaandfinallyintotheeastAfricancoast.
EvidenceofGreekexistenceonthecoastisthePtolemicGoldCoinfoundnear
DaresSalam.
Romans
InAD45,Hippalus,aRomansailorusingmonsoonwindknowledgereachedthe
redseaandenteredtheIndianOcean.TheRomanswerekeenonbreakingthe
Arabmonopolyovertrade.EvidenceoftradebetweentheRomansandthecoast
isinthewritingofaRomanHistorianPliny(23-79AD)whopointsoutthehigh
coastoftradebetweenIndia,Arabiaandchina.ThefalloftheRomanEmpirein
the5thcADaffectedinternationaltradingnetworkintheRomanEmpire.

Persians
Theyweremainlyimmigrantsfrom ShiraziontheeasternshoreofthePersian
Gulf.TheiradventureintotheeastAfricancoasthappenedduringthereignofthe
SassanidDynasty(224-636AD),whichwasdeterminedtorebuildthePersian
EmpirethathadbeendestroyedbytheMacedonianGreeks,throughwealth
amassedfrom internationaltrade.
Bythe6thc,thePersiansweretradinginIndiaandlaterchina,controllingthered
seaandpartsofEgyptandArabia.TheygotinvolvedintheeastAfricantradeand
evenestablishedrulingdynasties9e.g.the(ShiraziDynasty)atthecoast.They
intermarriedwiththelocalsandintroducedIslamicreligion.Theywerelater
overthrownbytheArabs.ThesucceededinintroducingBowlsofglass,swords,



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

beakersandpotstothecoast.
Chinese
Theyvisitedthecoastinthemiddleages.Thisisevidencedintheworkofthe
ChineseauthorsduringtheSungDynasty(960-1279AD)andMingDynasty(1368
-1644),whoreferredtotheeastAfricancoastasTseng-PatorPseng-Po.There
hasalsobeenevidenceofChinesecoinsdatingto700ADatthecoast.Thelast
ChinesefleetmusthavereachedMogadishuin1430AD.TheChinesebroughtin
Silkcloth,porcelainbowlsandplatesinexchangeforGold\,leopardskin,Rhino
Hornsandtortoiseshells.Porcelainremainshavebeenfoundatthecoast.
Arabs
TheearliestArabsettlerstoarriveweretheDaybuifrom DaybulInnorthwestern
India.TheyarrivedalongtheeastAfricancoastbyAD650fortrade.Theearliest
ArabsettlementwasQanbalu(Pemba).Theylatersettledinmanda,Kilwa.Lamu
andMombasa.TheArabsrefferedtotheAfricansastheZenj(Blacks)
FactorsthatfacilitatedthecomingofArabstotheeastAfricancoast.
~ TheIndianoceanprovidedthehighwaythroughwhichthetraderstraveled
~ Thetradershadtheskillsofharnessingthemonsoonwinds(tradewinds)they
knewwhattimesoftheyeartocometothecoastandwhattimestogoback.
~ Thetradershadmarinetechnologye.g.theyhadship-buildingtechnologyand
knewhowtousethecompassfornavigationoftheocean
~ Theyensuredthecontroloftheredseawasintheirhandstobartheenemy
from attackingthem
~ TheportsofsouthernArabiaweregoodcallingplacesontheirjourneybetween
theeastandthewest.
~ Thedeepharboursatthecoastwereidealfortheirshipstoanchor,refueland
getsupplies.
ReasonsforthecomingoftheArabs
~ Theywantedtotradeandcontrolthecommercialactivitiesalongtheeast
Africancoast.
~ SomeArabscameasrefugees,fleeingfrom religiousandpolitical
persecutionsinArabia.
~ Theycametospreadtheirreligion,Islam.
~ SomecameasexplorerstoexploretheeastAfricancoast.
~ SomecametoestablishsettlementsalongtheeastAfricancoast.
TradebetweentheEastAfricancoastandtheoutsideworld
Thereissufficientevidenceoftheexistenceofregulartradingcontactsbetween
eastAfricancoastandthecountriesintheMiddleEastandFarEast.
Developmentandorganizationofthetrade
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~ TheearliestforeigntradersmusthavebeentheRomanswhotradedwiththe
IndiansintheFarEast.TheymadestopoversattheeastAfricancoastforivory
whosedemandhadgrowntremendously.
~ Muslim ArabsactedasintermediariesintheIndianOceantradebetweenthe
IndiansandtheRomans.Theyalsoexportedfrankincenseandmyrrhamong
otherthings.
~ Tradersfrom Persia,ArabiaandSyriabroughtglassbeakersandbowls,
swords,pots,grains,sugar,clothandbeadsinexchangeforpalm oil,tortoise
shells,ivoryandslaves.
~ TheGreek,romanandChinesetradersbroughtporcelainbowls,daggers,
swords,pottery,cowrieshells,glassware,beadsandsilkinexchangeforivory,
rhinoceroshorns,beewax,tortoiseshells,coconutoilandmangrovepoles.
Cowrieshellswereobtainedfrom Maldivesislandswhilespicescamefrom Spice
Island.
~ EastAfricaalsoexportedleopardskins,gold,ostrichfeathers,copal,copper
andiron.IvorywasusedinAsiatomakebangles,bracelets,pianokeysandfor
decorations
~ Thetradersreliedonthemonsoonwindstoblowtheirshipstoandfrom the
eastAfricancoast.
~ TheIndianOceantradewasconductedthroughthebartersystem butlater
coinswereusedasamedium ofexchange.Duringbarter,theforeignersbartered
theirgoodswithgold,ivoryandslaves.Seyyidsaidlaterintroducedcopperand
silvercoins.
~ ThemiddlemeninthetradeincludedtheArabsandSwahiliwhoorganized
caravanstotheinteriortoacquirelocalgoodswhichtheysoldtotradersatthe
coast.
~ Astherewasnocommonlanguagespoken,tradingwasconductedsilently,
hencethename‘silenttrade’
~ CapitalforthetradewasprovidedbytheArabs.LatertheIndianbanyans
startedgivingcreditfacilitiestothetraderswhichincreasedthevolumeoftrade.
~ ThesultanofZanzibarprovidedsecuritytotheArabtraders,enablingthem to
penetratetheinteriortoacquiregoods.
~ Thetradestimulateddevelopmentoftownsalongthecoastline.E.gRhapta
(probablylocatedbetweenpanganiandDaresSalam),EssinaandSarapionwere
theearliesttownstogrow.LamuMalindiMombasa,pateandBravaalso
developed.
~ Themerchantssettledatvariousplacesonthecoastandontheislandsand
interactedwiththelocalsleadingtodevelopmentoftheSwahiliculture.Factors
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whichpromotedtheIndianOceantrade.
(a)Availabilityofitemsoftradefrom theeastAfricancoastandforeigner
countries.Forexample,ivory,slaves,cottonandporcelain.
(b)Thehighdemandfortradeitemsfrom thecoastbyconsumersfrom the
outsideworldwasalsoapromotingfactor.Thiswascausedbytheuneven
distributionofresources.Foreignitemswerealsoondemandatthecoat.
(c)Theexistenceofenterprisingmerchantsinboththeforeignlandsandthe
eastAfricancoastledtopromotionoftradelinks.TheAkamba,Mijikenda,
nyamweziandSwahilimiddlemenforexampleplayedapivotedroleinthetrade.
(d)TheexistenceoflocaltradeamongAfricanswhichactedasabaseupon
whichtheIndianOceantradewasdeveloped.
(e)TheaccessibilityoftheeastAfricancoastbysea.Thisenabledtheforeigner
traderstoreachtheregionacrosstheIndianOcean.
(f)Theexistenceofthemonsoonwindsfacilitatedthemovementofthevessels
whichmadeitpossibleforthetraderstotraveltoandfrom thecoasty.
(g)TheexistenceofpeaceandpoliticalstabilityattheeastAfricancoastcreated
aconduciveatmosphereforbusinesstransactions.Wheretherewasneed,the
tradersweregivensecuritybythesultanofZanzibar.
(h)Theexistenceofnaturalharboursalongthecoastensuredsafedockingof
thetradevesselsforfuelingandoff-loading.
(i)TheadvancementintheshipbuildingtechnologyinEuropegavegreat
advantagetothetraders.Thismadewatertransportreliableandregular.
(j)TheexistenceotheIndianBanyans(moneylenders)whogavecreditfacilities
enabledmanymorepeopletojointhetrade.
ImpactsofthetradeonthepeoplesofeastAfrica
(a)ThetradeledtointermarriagebetweenMuslim traderswiththelocalBantu
communitiesgivingrisetotheSwahilipeoplewithadistinctculture.
(b)TherewasemergenceofKiswahiliasanewlanguageofthecoastalpeople.
ThelanguageisamixtureofBantuandArabiclanguages.
(c)ThetradeledtothespreadoftheIslamicculturealongthecoastalregion.
Stonebuildingswereconstructed,newdressingstylesarose(womenbeganto
wearbuibuiwhilemenworekanzus),neweatinghabitsalsoevolved.
(d)TheIslamiclaw,shariawasalsointroduced.
(e)ManyAfricanswereconvertedtoIslam.Howeverthereligiondidnotspread
beyondthecoastalregionpriortothe19thc.
(f)Newcropswereintroducedalongthecoast.Forexample,rice,wheat,millet,
cloves,vegetablesandfruitssuchasbananasandoranges.Cloth,cowrieshells
andspiceswerealsointroduced.
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(g)Profitsderivedfrom thetradewereusedtodeveloptownslikePemba,
Mombasa,Lamu,ZanzibarandKilwa.
(h)Thetradeledtotheriseofaclassofrichmerchantsexhibitingahigh

standardofliving.AfricanmerchantswhorosetoprominenceincludedchiefKivoi
amongtheAkamba,NgonyooftheGiriama,MwakikongaoftheDigo,Nyunguya
mawe,MiramboandMsirioftheNyamwezi.
(i)Therewasdeclineofthelocalindustrieslikeweavingandironworkingwhich
wereaffectedbytheinfluxofforeigngoodslikeclothfroIndiaandirontoolsfrom
AsiaandEurope.
(j)Therewasdestructionofwildlife,especiallyelephantandrhinocerosdueto
theincreaseddemandforivory.
(k)Theincreaseddemandforslavespromotedwarfareamongthecommunities
asmanypeoplewerecapturedduringslaveraids.Italsocreatedfearwhileothers
losttheirlifeduringthewarfare.
(l)SlavetradealsodisruptedAfricaneconomiesasablebodiedmenwere
capturedleavingbehindtheaged,weak,andchildrenwhomadelittlecontribution.
Manyevendiedofstarvationsincetheycouldnotparticipateinfoodproduction.
(m)Africanpopulationinthehinterlandgreatlyreducedasmanyweresoldinto
slavery.
(n)Money(currency)wasintroducedasameansofexchangetoreplacethe
bartersystem oftrade.
(o)EastAfricancoastwasexposedtotheoutsideworldthroughtrade.This
pavedwayforEuropeanimperialism lateron.
(p)Traderoutesledtotheestablishmentoftradecaravanrouteswhichlater
wereupgradedtobythecolonialists.
ThecomingofthePortuguese
Sincethe10thcenturyArabianinfluencealongthecoasthadbeenstrong.Most
oftheporttownsalongtheEastAfricancoasthadbeenbuiltbyArabSultans,
whobroughttheMuslim religiontothecoastalpeople.ThePortugueseexplorer
andsoldier,VascodaGama,wasthefirstEuropeantomakecontactwiththe
peopleoftheEastAfricanCoast.HehadbeenpaidbytheKingofPortugaltofind
asearoutetoIndia.
ThePortugueseattheEastAfricancoast1500–1700A.D
ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstohavecontactswiththepeopleofthe
EastAfricanCoast.TheyinvadedtheeastAfricancoastin1498atatimewhen
theOttomanEmpireoccupiedmostoftheMiddleEastthusblockingtheoverland
routetoIndiafrom Europe.Theywereadventurousandinsearchforthesearoute
toIndia.Thisledthem totheEastAfricanCoastwheretheystayedfor200years.
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ReasonsforthecomingofthePortugueseattheEastAfricancoast
a)TheneedtoestablishacommercialempireinordertogettheproductsofEast
Africae.g.ivory,gold,silksandspicesthatweremainlycontrolledbytheArabs
merchants.
b)Theywantedtoobtaincontrolofthemaintradingtowns,e.g.Kilwa,Mombasa
etc.
c)TheywantedtodefeattheMuslim tradersandrulerswhohadmonopolizedthe
IndianOceantrade.
d)TheywantedtopreventotherEuropeanrivalsfrom gainingaccesstothe
IndianOceanTradee.g.theFrench,Dutch,andBritish
e)Desiretogetrevenueforthedevelopmentoftheircountry.
f)ThePortuguesewishedtoshareintheprofitsoftheIndianOceanTradeby
imposingtaxesandforcingwealthycoastaltownstopaytributetothekingof
Portugal.
g)Thecoasthadnaturalharborswhereshipscouldanchorontheirwaytoand
from theEastforfreshfoodandwater.ThePortuguesethereforewantedto
establishacallingstationforresting,refresh,treatingthesick,repairingwrecked
shipse.t.c
h)Thecoastwasstrategicallylocatedandthismadeiteasytocontrolsea
piratesandotherrivalpowers.
i)TheywantedtorevengeontheMuslim ArabswhohadconqueredPortugalin
711ADbyconvertingthem toChristianityandstopthespreadofIslam i.e.the
ArabshadeverruntheIberianPeninsulaandforcedtheChristianstoaccept
Islam.
j)TheyhopedtogetassistanceofKingPresterJohnthoughttobeintheinterior
ofnorth–eastAfrica.Theyhopedthekingwouldhelpthem intheircrusade
againsttheMuslims.
k)TheyhadhopeofstoppingEgyptiansandTurksfrom sendingmilitaryaidto
theirfellowMoslemsonthecoast.
l)Theywereinterestedinexplorationandadventure;thiswasaperiodof
Renaissance(meanstobebornagain/change)inEurope.Hencehopedtosearch
fortheunknown,newknowledgeandsailingacrossunmappedseas.
m)Desiretoacquirerevenueforthedevelopmentoftheircountry.
Portugueseconquestofthecoast1500-1510(Stagesofconquest)Stepstaken
bythe
PortuguesetooccupytheEastAfricancoast.
~ In1497KingJohn11sentPadrodaCovillhaonalandjourneytoIndiato
gatherinformationabouttheEasterntradesandthesearoutes.
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~ In1498BathromewDiazsailedaroundtheCapeofGoodHope,thusproving
thattherewasawayroundSouthAfricatotheIndianOcean.
~ Between1497-1499VascodaGamaatthecommandofKingEmmanuelthe
fortunateofPortugalvisitedMozambique,MombasaandMalindionhiswayto
India.HearrivedinMalindiinMarch1498toawarm welcomebythelocals.
~ HereturnedtoPortugalin1499andgaveareportoftheflourishingSofala
trade,theDeepHarbourinMombasaandtheexistingdisunityofcoastalpeople.
~ InresponsetoVascodaGama’sexpeditions,thekingofPortugalsentfleetsof
shipstoconquertheimportanttradingtownsoftheEastAfricancoast.
~ In1500PedroAlvaresCabralattemptedtocaptureSofalawithitsGoldtrade
buthefailed.
~ In1502VascodaGamacamebackwith19shipsaimingatcapturingKilwa
becauseitwasthemostimportantandprosperous.Hecapturedthepalace,
imprisonedtheSultanandonlyreleasedhim whenheacceptedtopaytributeto
Portugal.
~ From KilwaheinvadedMombasa,whichtriedtogetassistancefrom Malindi
butsincetheyweregreatrivalsMalindirefusedtogiveassistance,thisdisunity
madetheworkofconquesteasy.
~ In1503RuyLaurenceRavascowassentwithanumberofshipsandforcedthe
islandsofMafiaandZanzibarandothertownstopaytributetoPortugal.
~ In1504,LopezdestroyedgoldtradeatKilwa.Attacksweretoomuchonthe
harbourthattradecametoastandstill.ButagaintheArabsfailedtounitetofight
thePortuguese.
~ In1505FranciscoD’AlmeidaarrivedatthecoastonhiswaytoGaowherehe
hadbeenappointedthefirstPortugueseviceroy(governor)oftheEasternEmpire.
With1500menand20ships,heattackedSofalawhichsurrenderedwithout
strugglebecauseshewastiredofKilwa’sruleandthereforepreferredthe
PortuguesetofellowArabs.HisforcescontinuednorthwardsandattackedKilwa.
TheSultanandhisfollowerstookofftothebushwhilethePortugueselootedand
burntdownthetownbeforehedepartedtoIndia.HealsoconqueredMombasa.
~ In1506–1507TristaoDaCunhatookontheNortherntownsofSocotra,Oja,
BravaandLamu.Townsthatsubmittedwithoutstruggleswereonlyaskedtopay
tributetoPortugal.Malindiwasevenexcusedfrom payingtributeduetoher
friendshipwiththePortuguese.
~ In1509Albaquiquicapturedtheremainingtownsi.e.theworkofconquest
wascompletedwithtakingtheislandsofPemba,Mafia,andZanzibar.Mombasa
wasburntdown.
~ By1515thePortuguesehadsucceededinconqueringmostofthecoastal
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towns,bringthem underPortugueserule.HowevertownslikeGedi,Kilifi,Pate,
Manda,MombasaandLamucontinuedwithresistance.Mombasawasheavily
attackedin1528.
~ In1585,aTurkishcaptain,AmirAliBey,arrivedatthecoastasanenvoyofthe
sultanofturkeytofreethecoastaltownsfrom thePortuguese.Rebellionthen
brokeoutbetween1585and1588betweenAliBey,thePortuguese,andthe
peopleofMombasaandZimbawarriors.Thetownsofpate,SiyuandPemba
wereattackedandforcedtopayheavyfineswhilemandawascompletely
destroyed.
~ Portugalfinallybroughtallthecoastaltownsunderhercontrolestablishingher
headquartersinMombasathathadbeensubduedin1589.in1593,the
PortuguesebuiltfortJesus
WhythePortuguesebuildFortJesus
a)Theyuseditasawatchtower
b)Tohideagainstattacksbytheenemies
c)Asmilitarybase
d)Toofferfoodsecurityandprotection.
e)Toactasanarmament.
f)Toactasaprisonforthecaptives.
~ PortuguesecontroloftheeastAfricancoastasgreatlysupportedbythe
conquestofHormuz,whichmadeiteasierforthem tocontrolseatrafficinthe
PersianGulf,GulfofEdenandArabianSea.
WhythePortuguesedefeatedtheEastAfricanCoastaltowns/Whythe
Portugueseweresuccessful
a)Theyhadsuperiorweaponse.g.cannongunswhichmadeterriblenoiseand
threwpeopleinpanicascomparedtothepoormusketgunsofthecoastalArabs.
b)Theyhadwelltrainedsoldierswithsuperiorskillsoffightingcomparedtothe
coastalpeoplewhohadnopermanentorganizedarmye.g.VascodaGama,
FranciscoD’Almeidawereruthlessarmycommanderswhichhelpedthem to
defeatthecoastaldwellers.
c)Theyhadbetterandfasterships(carracks)wellequippedfornavalwarfare.
ThePortuguesesoldiersworeArmourontheirbodiesandhelmetsontheirheads,
whichprotectedthem from theweaponsofthecoastalpeople.
d)ThecoastaltownsweredisunitedwhichgavechancetothePortugueseto
fightisolatedenemiese.g.MalindirefusedtounitewithMombasaduetolocal
conflicts.Somecooperatedwiththeinvadersgivingthem foodandbasese.g.
MalindiandSofala.
e)SomecoastaltownslikeKilwawerecaughtunaware.ThePortuguese
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employedcruelmethodsoffightinglikeburningdowntownsandsurpriseattacks.
f)Theshipsactedasstagesagainstthehostileweaponsofthecoastalpeople.
g)Thecoasthadnaturalharboursandwasnotopentoattacks.
h)TheconstantattacksonthecoastaltownsbytheGalla,ZimbaandTurkish
e.t.chadweakenedtheirdefence.
i)ThePortuguesewerefinanciallyequippedandthereforesupportedtheir
soldiersbecausetheywantedtocontroltheEastAfricantrade.
j)Thecoastalstateshadveryweakeconomiesthatcouldnotsustainprolonged
fightsespeciallyagainsttheeconomicallystrongPortuguese.
PortugueseAdministrationatthecoast
By1510,theconquestoftheEastAfricancoastwasoverandadministrationfell
intothehandsofthePortuguese.Foreasyadministration,thecoastwasdivided
intotwozones;
a.TheareaNorthofCapeDelgadowasruledbytheCaptainatMalindi.
b.TheareaSouthofCapeDelgadowasruledbyCaptainatMozambique.
BothcaptainswereanswerabletothePortugueseviceroyatGoaonIndiancoast
attheGeneralheadquarters.CapeDelgadowasmadethemidpointoftheEast
Africapossession.Sofalawasmadetheregionalheadquartersbutstillunderthe
chargeofthecaptainwhotookhisordersfrom theviceroyatGoa.Later,the
CaptainintheNorthwasstationedatMombasaaftertheconstructionofFort
Jesusin1593becausetheywererebellious.Otherfortsandgarrisonswere
establishedatSofalaandKilwa.
ThePortuguesecaptainswereresponsibleforthecollectionsoftributesfrom
coastalrulers.
Theyimposedthecustomsduesonallimportsandexports.Theywerealso
responsibleforthesuppressionofrebellionsonthecoast.ThePortuguesehad
problemswithadministrationbecausetheycouldnotprovideenoughtroopstoall
garrisonstheirstrongholds.ThePortugueseweremoreinterestedingoldtradein
Sofala.Unfortunately,theyfailedtodevelopthistradebecauseofthefollowing;
~ TherewerewarsintheminingareasbetweenthePortugueseandCoastal
people.
~ AsaresultthePortugueseweresocruelthatanysignofdisobediencewas
punishedwithmaximum brutalitytoserveasawarningtootherswhomight
choosetorebel.ThispartlyexplainstheunpopularityofthePortugueseonthe
coast.ThePortuguesealsoappliedthepolicyofdivideandrulebysettingone
townagainsttheother.ForexampleMalindiagainstMombasa.Therelationship
withthesubjectswasnotgood.Theylivedinisolationofeachotherbyraceand
religion.ThePortugueseestablishedtheirownsettlements,builttheirown
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churchesandhadtheirownpriest.Thiscouldbethereasonwhytheirreligionwas
rejectedandhatredincreased.Inaddition,thefewPortugueseofficialswere
corrupt,plunderedandordereddestructiononthecoastaltown.Allthisearned
them hatredandoppositionfrom thepeopleanditwasnotasurprisethatthey
werenicknamed"AFRITI"meaningDevil.ThePortuguesedidnotmixfreelywith
Africansbecausetheyconsideredthemselvestobeaspecialrace.Duringthe
Portuguesereign,thegloryofthecoastalstateswasnomore.Thehigh
standardsoflivingthecoastalpeoplehadenjoyedwerenomore.Thetradethat
hadmadethem richwasdeclining.Manybuildingswereinruinsandtherewas
widespreadpovertyandmisery.
ReasonsthatledtothedeclineofthePortugueseattheEastAfricanCoast
(Problems/challengestheyfaced)
a)Portugalwasasmallcountrythatcouldnotprovideenoughadministrators
andofficialsforsuchalargecoastlinethatextendedfrom Sofalainthesouthto
Mogadishuinthenorth.Theterritorywastoobigandlongforeffectivecontrol
andadministration.
b)Ithadfewsoldiersandcouldnotkeepfortifiedgarrisonalongthecoast.
c)Authoritywasleftinhandsofincompetentandcorruptofficialswhowereafter
enrichingthemselves.
d)TheAfricanshatedthePortugueseduetodifferencesinreligion,thatistosay,
MuslimsagainstChristians(Portuguese).
e)ThePortuguesewerecruel,harshandbrutal,theyalwayspunishedthecoastal
peoplewhenevertheyattemptedtorebelandmadethem tobehated.
f)ThePortuguesealsouseddivideandrulepolicyforexample,theyalliedwith
MalindiagainstMombasa.
g)Therewasdeclineoftradeduehightaxesonimportsandotherrestrictions
hencesmugglingofgoods,whichaffectedthePortugueseeconomy.Dueto
declineintrade,thepeoplebecamepooranddissatisfiedandtheycontinuously
rebelled.
h)ThePortuguesefailedtosupporttheirownalliesatthecoast,someeven
betrayedthem.
i)PortugalhadbeenforcedintoaunionwithSpainbetween1580–1640which
weakenedhercontrolofthetradingcoloniesasshewasnolongerinterestedin
theoverseasempire.
j)PortugalwaschallengedbyotherEuropeanpowers,whichbegancompeting
withthePortugueseintheIndianOceanTradee.g.Dutch,English,French,Turks
andothers.
k)ThecoastalpeoplefoundusefulalliesagainstthePortugueseduetotheirbad
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rulee.g.Turks,Oman,andArabs
l)Theywerefacedwithconstantrebellionsalongthecoast.Thisgreatly
disruptedlifeatthecoaste.g.Pate,Mombasa
m)Tropicaldiseaseswhichclaimedtheirlifelikesmallpox,malariamakingit
difficultforthem toadministerthecoasteffectively.
n)ThePortugueseweregreatlyweakenedbyagroupofcannibalstheZimba,
whoattackedtheEastAfricancoast.
o)Theunhealthyclimatemadetheareaunattractiveforthem toworkfor
instance,someplaceswheretoohumidandhotwhileothersweretoocold.
p)ThedistancebetweenPortugalandtheEastAfricancoastwastoofarhence
reinforcementdelayed.
q)Therewasaproblem ofcommunicationbarrier,thePortugueserefusedto
learntheAfricanlanguagesandthesemadetheiradministrationdifficult.
r)Theincomeobtainedfrom thegoldtradewasnotenoughtopayfor
administrationi.e.soldiersandofficials.
s)TheCaptureofFortJesustheirstrongholdin1698bytheOmanigreatly
contributedtotheirdecline.
ThecollapseofPortugueserule
~ In1585,aTurkishcaptain,AmirAliBey,arrivedatthecoastasanenvoyofthe
sultanofturkeytofreethecoastaltownsfrom thePortuguese.Rebellionthen
brokeoutbetween1585and1588betweenAliBey,thePortuguese,andthe
peopleofMombasaandZimbawarriors.Thetownsofpate,SiyuandPemba
wereattackedandforcedtopayheavyfineswhilemandawascompletely
destroyed
~ Asaresultoftheirruthlessness,thecoastalpeoplebecamehostiletothe
Portuguese.
~ Mombasaforexampleresistedthehumiliationtheygotfrom thePortuguese
appointedsultan
~ Thesultan’sheirYusufwastreatedasaservantwhoresentedthepeopleof
Mombasa
~ On15thaugust1631,duringtheChristianfeastofAssumptioninMombasa,
SultanYusufstabbedthecaptainwithaknife,killinghim instantly.Thissparked
offarebellionwheremanyPortuguesewerekilled.
~ YusufposedathreattothePortugueseruleuntilhisdeathin1637.
~ Thepeopleofpatealsorevoltedin1666.However,theirrulerwasarrestedand
exiledtoGoawherehewasexecuted
~ In1622,thePersiansdrovethePortuguesefrom Hormuz.In1650,the
Portuguesewereexpelledfrom theirbasesinMuscatbytheOmaniArabsunder
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sultanSaif
~ Britain,FranceandHollandalsobegantocompetethePortugueseintrade.
~ ThefinalblowtoPortugueserulewasattackbytheOmaniArabsandthe
seizureoffortJesus.ThecoastalArabtownshadappealedtotheirbrothersin
OmanforassistanceagainstthePortuguesebrutality.
~ In1652,anOmanfleetsailedtopateandZanzibar,overpoweredandkilledthe
Portuguese.
~ In1696,Imam SaifIbnSultanofOmansailedtoMombasawithalargefleet
andarmy.ThePortuguesetookrefugeinFortJesusasbattleragedon(about
2500Portuguesemen,womenandchildren)thePortuguesewereunfortunateas
theycouldnotgetsuppliestosustainthewarwith3000plusArabsoldierswith
fullpackingofthecoastalpeople.
~ In1697,theOmaniforcesgotaccesstotheFortandfoundmostPortuguese
afflictedwith
disease.ByDecember1698,theOmanispenetratedtheFortonlytofindall
excepttwelvePortuguesedead.ThismarkedtheendofPortugueserulethough
theymadeatemporaryseizureofthefortin1728butwereoverpowered.
~ Forthecoastalpeople,itwashoweveramerechangeofguardfrom the
PortuguesetotheArabs.
ResultsofPortuguesestayatthecoastofEastAfrica
Positive:
a)ThePortuguesebuiltFortJesusatthecoastinMombasain1592/3which
becameafortressandlateratouristattractionforcenturies.
b)TheyenrichedtheSwahililanguagewithanadditionof60wordse.g.emeza
meaningtableandpesameaningmoney.
c)Theyintroducednewcropsfrom SouthAfricaofwhichmanyhavebecome
stapledietformanyEastAfricanse.g.cassava,pawpaws,maize,oranges,sweet
potatoes,guavas,pineapplesandmangoes
d)Theymadeanimprovementinshipbuilding.Duringtheirstayonthecoast,
manyarchitectscameinfrom IndiaandEurope.
e)TherewasestablishmentofclosertradinglinksbetweenthecoastandIndia.
f)Theyintroducednewfarmingmethodsforexampletheyencouragedtheuseof
cowdungasmanure.
g)TheyledtothecomingofmoreEuropeanandAsiantradersandcraftsmen
especiallythosewhohelpedinthebuildingofFortJesus.
h)TheybroketheMuslim-ArabmonopolyoftheIndianOceanTrade.
Negative:
a)Tradedeclinedduetotheconstantwarsandrebellionsandheavytaxes
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imposed.
b)Therewasdeclineofthecoastaltownsbecausemanywereburntdownand
leftinruinsforexampleKilwaandMombasa.
c)Therewaswidespreadpovertyandmiseryamongthecoastalpeopledueto
declineintrade.
d)Therewasheavylossoflivesduringtheattacks.Therewasdepopulationdue
tothemanywarsintheareas
e)Therewasdestructionofpropertylikebuildingsandcrops,whichledtofamine
andstarvation.
f)Thecoastalpeoplesufferedoppressionandbrutalityunderharshruleofthe
Portuguese.
g)Theirreligion,Christianity,madenoimpactatthecoastbecausetheylivedfar
from theirsubjectsandstagnationoftheIslamicfaithbecausediscouraged
preaching.
h)SmugglingdevelopedbecausethePortuguesehadfailedtoestablishproper
tradinglinkswiththeInterior.
i)Sometownswerepreventedfrom tradingwiththeirinitialpartnerswhichledto
theirdecaye.g.Gedi
j)TheyledtotheEuropeaninterestatthecoasthenceleadingtothecolonization
inthe19thCentury.
THEESTABLISHMENTANDIMPACTOFOMANIRULEATTHEEASTAFRICAN
COAST
TheOmaniArabs(ImamsofOmani)replacedthePortugueseastherulersofthe
EastAfricancoastafterthecaptureoffortJesusin1698.Thenewrulersinitially
administeredtheregionthroughsomeArabfamilies;
~ TheMazrui(Mazaria)familywhichruledMombasa
~ TheNabahanFamilywhichruledLamu.
ThecivilwarsbackhomemadeithardfortheOmaniArabstocontrolthecoast
immediately.TherewerealsothreatsofPersianinvasion.Constantrebellionfrom
coastaltownsagainstOmanigovernorsposedaseriouschallengetoOmanirule.
Pateforexamplerefusedtopaytaxandevenmurderedtheimam’smessengers.
TownstheywereloyaltoOmanwereattacked.TheMazruiestablished
themselvesasindependentrulersofMombasaandorderedtownslikepate,
PembaandMalinditopayallegiancetothem.Theirgreatestallieswerethe
Mijikendawhopromisedthem supportincaseofOmaniattack.Thestruggle
betweentheMazruiandtheImamsofOman(1741-1840)
ThecoastaltownsledbyMombasaresistedOman’sconquestduetothe
followingreasons.
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a)TheOmaniwantedtherevenuefrom thetaxesleviedontrade.
b)Thetownsalsowishedtomaintaintheirindependenceastheywereduringthe
Portugueserule.
c)ThetownswerealsoencouragedbytheprevailingweaknessesinOmandue
tocivilwarsandthePersianthreat.
d)TheharshandruthlessruleandmannerinwhichtheOmanrulerscollected
taxes.
e)MombasahadfoughtagainstthePortugueseanddidnotwishtobeunder
controlofanotherforeignpower.

Thestruggle
TheappointmentofMohammedIbnAzthmanalMazruiasthenewgovernorof
MombasacoincidedwiththedeathoftheOmanImam SaifIbn-Sultanofthe
YorubiandhisreplacementwithAhmedBinSaidal-Busaidi.ThenewMombasa
governorrefusedtorecognizethenewimam anddeclaredtheindependenceof
Mombasafrom Oman.Thesultanhadhim murderedandfortJesusseized.A
yearlater,thebrotherofthemurderedgovernorrecapturedthetownandthefort.
Thisbecamethecenturylongstrugglebetweentheal-busaidiandal-Mazrui
families.TakingadvantageoftheproblemsinOman,Mombasaexpandedher
powerandcontroloverthecoastaltowns(shetookoverpatein1807and
attackedLamuin1810).LamuappealedtoOmanforassistance.
SeyyidSaidandthestruggle
FurtherpoliticalchangeshappenedinOman.Seyyidsaidrosetopowerasthe
imam (Seyyid)ofOman.Hisfather,therulerofOmanhaddiedinaseabattlein
1804whenhewasonly13years.HiscousinBadrIbnsaiftookover.In1806,Said
stabbedBadrtodeathfearingdomination.WiththeassistanceoftheBritishhe
hadentrenchedhispositionastheSeyyidofOmanattheageof15years.The
Britishevenpromisedhim supportinclaimingtheeastAfricancoast.Hethensent
agovernortobuildafortressinMombasaandtoorderalltownstorecognizethe
powerofOman.Mombasa’snewgovernorAbdullahIbnAhmeddefiedtheorder
andevencontinuedtoattackBrava.
By1817,SeyyidsaidhadsucceededinfreeingPatefrom Mazruirule.In1822,
withthehelpofZanzibar,anOmanally,heliberatedPembaandBravafrom
Mombasa.In1823,hegainedcontroloftheBajunIslands.Heorderedthatno
townshouldtradewithMombasa.In1824,thesultanofMombasaoffered
MombasatobecomeaBritishprotectoratetoprotecthim from theOmanrule.
ThenewpowerfulpositionofMombasawashowevershort-livedupto1826due
tothetermsoftheMoresbyanti-slaverytreatybetweenSeyyidsaidandthe
British.TheanimositybetweenMombasaandOmancontinued.In1837,therewas
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adisputeinMombasaoverthesuccessiontothevacantofficeoftheLiwali.This
becameanopportunechanceforSeyyidsaidtolurethemembersoftheMazrui
familyintofortJesuswherehekilledthem.
SeyyidSaid;SultanofZanzibar91840-1856)
AfterthatSeyyidsaidconsolidatedhispowerandcontroloverthecoastaswell
astheinteriorofeastAfrica.Hethentransferredhiscapitalfrom Muscatto
Oman.
ThetransferofthecapitaltoZanzibarfrom Muscatwasduetothefollowing
reasons:
a)Seyyidsaiddesiredtoeffectivelycontrolthecoastaltownsthroughthe
centrallylocatedZanzibar.
b)ZanzibarhadapleasantclimatecomparedtoMuscatwhichwashotanddry.
Italsohad
freshwater,adequaterainfallandfertilesoilsthatfavouredclovegrowing.
c)Zanzibarwaseasilydefensibleasanisland.Itwaseasytoseatheenemyfrom
farandlaunchanattackfrom theisland.
d)ThegooddeepharboursofZanzibarIwhichshipscouldanchorwere
attractive.
Zanzibar’scentralpositionalsofavoureddevelopmentoflongdistancetrade.
e)ThetownhadalonghistoryofloyaltytoOmanthroughouttheMazrui-busaidi
struggles.SeyyidsaidappointedLiwalistoruleimportanttowns.Theyweregive
theresponsibilityofcollectingcustom duesleviedateachport.TheArabsinthe
localtownswereallowedtorulethemselves.Seyyidsaidwaskeeneronthe
commercialempirethanpoliticalleadership.Hestated“Iam nothingbutjusta
merchant”.
Seyyidsaiddevelopedaneconomicprogrammebasedonagricultureand
internationaltrade.
ThedevelopmentofplantationAgriculture
Seyyidsadencouragedsettlersfrom OmanandZanzibartotakeadvantageofthe
fertilesolsandgoodclimateatthecoasttosettleinMombasa.Malindi,Lamu
andPembaventureintoagriculture.Plantationagriculturelargelydependedon
slavelabour.ThepeopleofMombasaextendedplantationagricultureintothe
mainland,acquiringlandfrom theMijikendainexchangeforgifts.Theyplanted
rice,maize,millet,beans,sesameandsorghum.Alongtheisland,large
plantationsofcoconutmangotrees,cashewnutsandcitrusfruitswere
developed.GrainplantationsweredevelopedaroundMalindiandTakaungu
whoselandwaslargelyunoccupiedandtheormawerenolongerathreat.
By1870,about1400to1500slavesworkedonplantationfarmsinMalindiwhich
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hadbecomethegranaryofAfricaproducingallkindsofgrains,mangoes,coconut,
mangoesandoranges.SeyyidsaidalsoestablishedacloveplantationinZanzibar.
Healsoencouragedpeopletogrowcoconuttreesbyputtinginplaceapolicythat
forevecoconuttreecut,threeweretobeplanted.Plantationagriculture
intensifiedslavetrade.
TheSlaveTradeinEastAfrica
Slavetrade:Thebuyingandsellingofhumanbeings
Slavery:Thestateofbeingenslaved:It’sasystem wherebysomepeopleare
ownedbyothersandareforcedtoworkforotherswithoutbeingpaidforthework
theyhavedone.
Itinvolvescapturing,transportingofhumanbeingswhobecomethe‘property’of
thebuyer.Theslavetradewasoneoftheworstcrimesagainsthumanity.The
tradewasstartedbyArabswhowantedlabourfordomesticuseandfortheir
plantations.However,theywerelaterjoinedbyEuropeans..
Reasonsfortheriseofslavetrade
~ Duringthesecondhalfofthe18thcentury,Franceopeneduplargersugar
plantationsontheislandsofReunion,MauritiusandintheIndianOcean.African
slaveswerethusrecruitedfrom EastAfricatogoandworkinthoseplantations.
~ Africanswereconsideredphysicallyfittoworkinharshclimaticconditions
comparedtothenativeredIndiansandEuropeans.Thisgreatlyincreasedthe
demandfortheindigenouspeople(slaves).
~ TheincreaseddemandforsugarandcottoninEuropeledtotheirincreasein
priceandthereforemorelabour(slaves)wasneededintheBritishcoloniesof
WestIndiesandAmerica.
~ StrongdesireforEuropeangoodsbyAfricanchiefslikeMiramboandNyungu
yaMaweforcedthem toacquireslavesinexchangeformanufacturedgoods
suchasbrass,metalware,cottoncloth,beads,spiritssuchaswhisky,gunsand
gunpowder.
~ TheexistenceandrecognitionofslaveryinEastAfricasocieties.Domesticand
childslaveryalreadyexistedthereforeAfricanswerewillingtoexchangeslaves
forEuropeangoods.
~ ThehugeprofitsenjoyedbymiddlemenlikeArabSwahilitradersencouraged
thetraderstogetdeeplyinvolvedinthetrade.
~ Thesuitablewindsandcurrents(monsoonwinds)whicheasedtransportation
forslavetradersgreatlycontributedtotheriseofslavetrade.
~ TheLegalizationofslavetradein1802byNapoleon1ofFranceincreasedthe
demandforslavesinallFrenchColonies.
~ Theincreasednumberofcriminals,warcaptives,destituteforcedAfrican
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chiefstosellthem offasslaves.
~ TheOmanArabscontributedtotheriseinthedemandforslaves.Thisis
becausetheyactedasmiddlemenbetweentheAfricanSwahilipeople,the
PortugueseandFrenchtraders.Theythereforeworkedveryhardtogetslavesin
ordertoobtainrevenuefrom them.
~ TheinventionofSpanishminesinWestindicesincreasedslavedemandsto
workinthemines.
~ Theexodusofslavesfrom EastAfricatoNortheastAfrica,ArabiaandPersia
contributedtotheincreaseinthedemandforslaves.Itledtoanenormous
numberofslavesobtainedfrom EastAfricabeingtransportedtoothercountries.
~ ThemovementofSeyyidSaid’scapitaltoZanzibarledtoanincreaseinslave
trade.ThisisbecausewhenSeyyidsaidsettledinZanzibarin1840,heembarked
onstrongplanstoopenupslavetraderoutestotheinteriorofEastAfrica.This
boostedslavetrade,wherebythenumberofslavesbeingsoldattheslavemarket
inZanzibarannuallybythattime,reachedbetween40000and45000thousand
slaves.
~ TheoutbreakofdiseaseslikeNaganaledtoanincreaseinslavetrade.Thisis
becausethebeastsofburden(i.e.camels,donkeys,etc)couldnotbetakenon
manyofthecaravanroutes.Itthereforenecessitatedpeoplethemselvestobe
involvedinthetransportationofthetradegoodsandivory.Suchpeopleincluded
porterswhowereregardedasslaves,orfreeAfricanswhocouldselltheir
servicesinreturnforclothandothertradegoods.
~ Developmentoflongdistancetradethatneededslavestotransportgoods
from theinteriorofEastAfrica.
~ Plantationfarmingincreasedinsomeareas,especiallythecloveplantations
wereslavesworked.
OrganizationofslavetradeinE.Africa
Themiddlemeninvolvedwere;

ArabSwahilitraders
Africanchiefs.

Waysofobtainingslaves
Sellingofdomesticslavesinexchangeforgoodslikebeads,guns,glassetc
Sellingofcriminals,debtorsandsocialmisfitsinsocietybythelocalchiefsto

theArabslavetraders.
Prisonersofwarcouldbesoldoff.
Portersweresometimeskidnapped,transportedandsoldofftotheArab

traders.
Raidingvillages,thiswouldbeginatnightwithgunshootsandpeoplewould



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&revisionkits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

scatterconsequentlyleadingtotheircapture.
ThroughintertribalwarsmanyAfricansbecomedestitutesandthesewouldbe

capturedbytheslavetraders.
TaxoffendersweresoldoffbytheAfricanchiefs.
Theywerealsocapturedthroughambushesduringhunting,travellingand

gardening.
Slaveswouldbeacquiredfrom themainslavetrademarketinZanzibar.
OtherAfricansarealsosaidtohavegonevoluntarilyinanticipationofgreat

wondersandbenefitsfrom theArabSwahilitraders.Slavejourney:-Slaves’
journeywasadifficultone.Theymovedlongdistancesonfoot.

Chained,whippedandsometimeskilledontheway.
Hadlittlefoodandwaterandexperiencedextremesuffering.

ThisisillustratedbyaQuotationfrom Dr.DavidLivingstone’sLastJournal.
London1878:“Wepassedawomantiedbythenecktoatreeanddead…wesaw
otherstiedupinasimilarmanner,andonelyinginthepathshotorstabbedfor
shewasinapoolofblood.TheexplanationwegotinvariablywasthattheArab
whoownedthesevictimswasenragedatlosingthemoneybytheslaves
becomingunabletomarch.”
~ ThemainslavemarketwhereslaveswereauctionedwasatZanzibar.
~ ThejourneyacrosstheIndiaOceanwashorrible.
~ Crowdedinshipswithhardlyanyspacetobreath.Shipscarriedanythingfrom
250to600slaves.Theywereveryovercrowdedandpackedlikespoonswithno
room eventoturn.
~ Whenevertheysawanti-slavetradepeople,slaveswouldbethrowninthe
ocean
~ Asaresultmanydiedintheprocess.
Effects/ImpactofslavetradeonpeopleofE.Africa
Positiveeffects
a)Newfoodswereintroducedthroughtraderouteslikemaize,pawpaws,rice,
groundnutsbothatthecoastandintheinterior.
b)Plantationfarmingincreasedinsomeareas,especiallythecloveplantations
wereslavesworked.
c)Theinteriorwasopenedtotheoutsideworldthislaterencouragedthecoming
ofEuropeanmissionaries.ManyEuropeanChristianmissionariescametoEast
Africatopreachagainstslavetradeandtocampaignforitsabolition.
d)Thetraderoutesbecamepermanentroutesandinlandroadswhichledto
growthofcommunicationnetworks.
e)SwahiliwasintroducedinlandandisnowbeingwidelyspokeninTanzania,
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Kenya,UgandaandEasternCongo.
f)Islam asareligionwasintroducedbyArabsanditspread,especiallyinYao
landandinBugandaland.
g)AnewracecalledSwahiliwasformedthroughintermarriagesbetweenArabs
andsomeAfricans.
h)TherewasgrowthofArabtownssuchasTaboraandUjijiinland.
i)TherewasemergenceofdynamicleaderssuchasMiramboandNyunguya
Maweinthelatterhalfofthenineteenthcentury.
j)Slavetradestrengthenedthelargeandpowerfulstates,whichcouldeasilyget
accesstogunsattheexpenseofsmallones.
k)Slavetradeledtoasituationwherebypowerbecamecentralizedandnolonger
withthesmall,localauthority(segimentarysocieties)mainlytoenableAfrican
chiefsdirectlycontrolslavetrade.
l)Slavetradeencouragedlarge-scaletradewherebycontactwasestablished
betweenthetrademastersandindigenous/localpopulation.
m)Africansweredispersedtootherpartsoftheworlde.gArabia,Americaand
WestIndies.InAfrica,Sierra-LeoneandLiberiawerefoundedtoaccommodate
formerslavesfrom EuropeandAmerica.
Negativeeffects
a)Africanpopulationwasreduced;peoplewhowouldhavebeengreatleaders
andempirebuilderswerekilled.Itisestimatedthatover15to30millionpeople
weresoldintoslaverywhileothermillionsdiedintheprocessbeingtransported.
b)Slavetradebroughtmisery,sufferingandloweredthequalityofpeopleinEast
Africathisisbecausetheywerereducedto‘commodities’whichcouldbebought
andsoldonland.
c)Villagesandfamiliesweredestroyedandbrokenupbyslaveraidersandnever
tobereunitedthislaterresultedintolossofidentity.
d)DiseasesbrokeoutamongtheovercrowdedslavesforexampletheSpaniards
introducedSyphilisandsoonitspreadtoothertraders.
e)Slavetradeledtodisplacementofpeopleandmanybecamehomelessand
destitutemanyandstayedinEuropewithnoidentity.
f)Economicactivitiessuchasfarmingweredisrupted.Thisisbecausetheyoung
andablecraftsmen,tradersandfarmerswerecarriedoff,causingeconomic
stagnationastheeconomicworkforcedepleted.
g)Progresssloweddown,whichresultedinfamine,povertyanddestitutionand
helplessness.
h)Therewasadeclineinproductionoftraditionalgoodssuchascoffee,beans,
barkclothandironwhichgreatlyhinderedthecasheconomy.
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i)TherewasadeclineinAfricanindustrieswhichalsofacedalotofcompetition
from importedmanufacturedgoodsforexampletheBarkclothandironworking
industries.
j)Gunswereintroducedintotheinteriorwhichcausedalotofinsecurityand
increasedincidencesofwarsforterritorialexpansion.
k)Clansandtribalunits,languageswerebrokenandinter-tribalpeacewas
disturbedforexampleSwahililanguagereplacedthetraditionallanguagesinthe
interior.
Abolitionofslavetrade
Reasonswhyitwasdifficulttostopslavetrade
~ SlaveryexistedbeforeinAfricasocietiesthatistosay,domesticslaveryand
internalslavetrade,whichprovidedafavourablesituationforcontinuationofthe
lucrativeslavetrade.
~ TheAbolitionmovementwhichhadbeguninBritainandheroverseasterritory
firsttookeffectinWestAfrica.ThedeclineinWestAfricantradeencouragedthe
expansionoftradeinEastAfricaespeciallywithAmericaandWestIndies.
~ SlavetradewasdifficulttostopbecauseofdivisionofAfricantribesagainst
eachother.ThismeantthatAfricantribeswouldfinditdifficulttounitetogether
andresisttheslave
traders,whoraidedtheirsocietiesusingorganizedbandsofmen.
~ Disregardofhumanlife,manyAfricanrulerstendedtoputlessvalueforthe
livesoftheirsubjectswhom theyruledforexamplequiteoften,arulerofatribe
wouldeasilyorderhiswarriorstoattackthevillagesofhissubjectsandseize
theirproperty,killsomeofthem.
~ ActiveparticipationandwillingcooperationofAfricanchiefsandcoastal
traderswhoweremakingalotofprofitsmadetheslavetradelastforsolong.
~ ManyEuropeancountriesdependedontheproductsofslavelabourinWest
IndiesandAmericaforexample,Britishindustriesdependedonrawsugar,raw
cottonandunprocessedmineralsfrom Americawhichshewasnotwillingtolose.
~ EuropeanslavemerchantsandAfricansinvolvedinthetradewereblindedby
thehugeprofitsmadefrom thetrade.
~ Therewassmugglingofslavesoutsidetheforbiddenareas.Slavetraders
wouldpretendtosailnorthwardswhensightedbyBritishpatrolshipsbutwould
changecourseafterBritishnavyshipshaddisappeared.
~ OtherEuropeancountriesrefusedtoco-operatewithBritaintoendslavetrade
becausetheyhadnotyetbecomeindustrialized,andthereforetheystillbenefited
from itforexamplePortugalandSpain.
~ TheonlyeconomicalternativeofslavetradewasAgriculturewhichwasnot
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reliablecomparedtotheboomingslavetrade.
~ TheantislaverycampaignwastooexpensiveforBritainalonetocompensate
slaveowners.
~ StoppingslavetradeintheinteriorwasdifficultbecauseArabswereincontrol
oflargeareas.
~ TheEastAfricancoastlinewaslongwhichdelayedtheanti-slaverygroup
penetrationintheinterior.
~ Duetothetropicalclimate,mostBritishpersonnelwereaffectedbymalaria
whichhinderedthestoppingofSlavetrade.
~ SeyyidSaidandBarghashwerealwaysunwillingtoendslavetradeatoncedue
tofearoflosingrevenueandriskofrebellionbyArabswhofounditprofitable.
~ Theanti-slaverygroupwassmallcomparedtotheEastAfricanCoast.
~ Europeanpowerscontinuedwithslavetrade,theyshippedtheslavecargosin
toshipsbearingAmericanFlags.
Factorsthatledtotheabolitionofslavetrade
ItwastheBritishgovernmentthatbegantheabolitionoftheslavetradeduring
theyears,1822-1826.Thiswasbecauseofthepressurebyvariousgroups
basedondifferentfactors;
a)RiseofhumanitariansinEuropesuchasChristiansandscholarscondemnedit
onmoralgrounds.Themissionarieswantedittobestoppedbecausethey
wantedgoodconditionsforthespreadofChristianity.Theformationofthe
humanitarianmovementsinEnglandaimedatstoppingallkindsofcruelty
includingslavetrade,floggingofsoldiersandchildlabour.
b)IndustrializationinBritainwasoneofthemainforcesbehindtheabolition.E.g.
BritainindustrialistsurgeditsabolitionbecausetheywantedAfricanstobeleftin
AfricasothatAfricacanbeasourceofrawmaterialsfortheirindustries,market
forEuropeanmanufacturedgoodsandaplacefornewinvestmentofsurplus
capital.
c)FormationofAnti-slaverymovementandtheabolitionistmovementin1787.
Its
chairmanwasGranvilleSharpandotherslikeThomasClarkson,William
Wilberforcewhogatheredfactsandstoriesaboutthebrutalityofslavetradeand
slaverytoarousepublicopinioninBritain.
d)ReligiousrevivalinEurope,Anglicanspreachedandcondemnedslavetradeas
beingopposedtolawsofGodandhumanity.Catholicpopesalsoprotested
againstthetradeandprohibitedit.In1774,manyreligiousleadersservedas
exampleswhentheyliberatedtheirslavesinEngland.
e)TheFrenchrevolutionof1789andtheAmericanrevolutionof1776
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emphasizedliberty,equalityandfraternity(brotherhood)ofallhumanbeings.As
aresult,peoplebegantoquestionwhetheranyonehadarighttodeprivefellow
manofhislibertywhenhehaddonewrong.
f)TheBritishdesiretoprotecttheirnationalinterests,Britishplanterswanted
slavetradestoppedtoavoidcompetitionwithotherEuropeanplanters.Thisis
becauseotherplanterswereproducingcheapersugar,Britishsugaraccumulated
hencetheneedtostopoverproduction.
g)Theriseofmenwithnewidease.g.Prof.Adam Smith(challengedthe
economic
argumentswhichwerethebasisofslavetradewhenhearguedconvincinglythat
hiredlabourischeaperandmoreproductivethanslavelabour,Rousseauspread
theideaofpersonallibertyandequalityofallmen.
h)SlaveshadbecomelessprofitableandyethadledtooverpopulationinEurope.
i)InfluentialabolitionistslikeWilliam Wilberforce(aBritishmemberof
parliament)urgedtheBritishgovernmenttolegislateagainsttheslavetradein
hercolonies.
j)Theshipownersstoppedtransportingslavesfrom Africaandbegan
transportingrawmaterialsdirectlyfrom AfricaandAmericatoEurope,whichled
toadeclineinslavetrade.
Stepsintheabolitionofslavetrade
ThemovementtoabolishslavetradestartedinBritainwiththeformationof
Antislaverymovement.TheBritishgovernmentabolishedtheslavetradethrough
antislavelaws(Legislation),treatiesanduseofforce.TheAnti–slavery
movementwasledbyGranvillesharp,othermemberswereThomasClarkson,
William Wilberforceandothers.
~ Thefirststepwastakenin1772whenslaverywasdeclaredillegaland
abolishedinBritain.Thehumanitarianssecuredjudgmentagainstslaveryfrom
theBritishcourt.
~ In1807,BritishparliamentoutlawedslavetradeforBritishsubjects.
~ 1817Britishnegotiatedthe“reciprocalsearchtreaties”withSpainandPortugal.
~ EquipmenttreatiessignedwithSpain1835Portugal1842andAmerica1862.
~ InE.Africain1822MoresbytreatywassignedbetweenCaptainMoresbyand
SultanSeyyidSaiditforbadetheshippingofslavesoutsidethesultan’sterritories.
BritishshipswereauthorizedtostopandsearchsuspectedArabslave-carrying
dhows.~ In1845,HamertontreatywassignedbetweenColonelHamertonand
SultanSeyyidSaid.ItforbadetheshippingofslavesoutsidetheSultan‘sEast
Africanpossessions,i.e.,beyondBravatothenorth.
~ In1871theBritishsetupaparliamentarycommissionofinquirytoinvestigate
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andreportonslavetradeinE.Africa.
~ In1872SirBartleFrerepersuadedSultanBarghashtostopslavetradebutnot
muchwasachieved.
On5thMarch1873,theSultanpassedadecreeprohibitingtheexportofslaves
from mainlandandclosingofslavemarketatZanzibar.Zanzibarslavemarket
wastobeclosedwithin24hours.
~ 1876theSultandecreedthatnoslavesweretobetransportedoverland.
~ 1897decreeleftslavestoclaim theirfreedom themselves
~ 1907,slaverywasabolishedentirelyinZanzibarandPemba.
~ In1927,slaveryendedinTanganyikawhenBritaintookoverfrom Germany
afterthe2ndworldwar.
Effectsofabolitionofslavetrade
a)Thesuppressionofslavetradeledtolossofindependencethatistosay,it
confirmedamongtheArabsandSwahilisthattheSultanhadlostindependence
overtheEastAfricancoast,andthathewasnowaBritishpuppet.
b)Thesuppressionofslavetradeledtodevelopmentandgrowthoflegitimate
tradewhichprovidedequallyprofitablebusinesstobothEuropeansandAfrican
traders.
Manyshipownersdiverted theirshipsfrom transportingslavestotransporting

rawcottonandrawsugarfrom BrazilandAmerica.
c)ItacceleratedthecomingofEuropeanmissionariestoEastAfricawho
emphasizedpeaceandobediencethusthelaterEuropeancolonizationofEast
Africa.
d)DisintegrationofthesultanEmpire.Thisisbecauseitloosenedtheeconomic
andpoliticalcontrolwhichthesultanhadovertheEastAfricannations.His
empireinE.A.thereforebegantocrumble.Thisgaveopportunitytoother
ambitiousleaderslikeTippu-TiptocreateanindependentstateinManyema
,wherehebegansellinghisivoryandslavestotheBelgiansinZaire.

e)TheabolitionofslavetradewasacatalysttothepartitionofEastAfricawhere
byBritaintookoverKenya,ZanzibarandUgandaandGermanytookover
Tanganyika.
f)SlavetrademarketswerealsoclosedforexampleZanzibarin1873following
thefrèretreatysignedbetweenSultanBarghashandBantleFrere.
g)Islam becameunpopularasmanyconvertedtoChristianity.
h)Africansocietiesregainedtheirrespectandstrengthastheywerenolonger
soldoffascommodities.
Developmentandorganizationoflongdistancetrade
Localtradereferstotheexchangeofgoodsamongmembersofacommunity.
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Regionaltradeinvolvesexchangeofgoodsbetweenacommunityandher
neigbouringcommunities.Longdistancetradewastheexchangeoftradegoods
betweencommunitiesoverlongdistance,forexamplebetweentheeastAfrican
interiorandtheeastAfricancoast.
Theorganizationoflongdistancetrade
~ ThecommunitiesthatparticipatedinthelongdistancetradeweretheAkamba,
Swahili,Arabs,Yao,nyamwezi,MijikendaandBaganda.
~ ThetradedevelopedbecauseofthedemandforivoryinEuropeandtheUnited
StatesofAmerica,slavesforplantationagricultureatthecoastandinMauritius
andreunionsugarplantations
~ Ivoryandslavesfrom theinteriorwereexchangedforcloth.Utensils,ironware,
zincandbeadsatthecoast.Thesystem oftradewerebarter.
~ ThemiddlemenincludedtheMijikendaandtheAkambawhoobtainedslaves
andivoryfrom theinterior.TheAkambaadoptedthelongdistancetradeafterthe
outbreakoffaminein1836andduetothecentrallocationoftheircountry.
~ TheAkambaorganizedcaravansthatleftforthecoastonweeklybasistosell
ivory,gum copra,honey,beeswax,rhinoceroshornsandskins.Theyhad
prosperoustraderslikechiefKivoiwhoisrememberedfororganizingthetrade.
~ Theysetupmarketsandroutesintheinterior.
~ ThesourceofslavesandivoryextendedasfarasMt.Kenyaregion,Baringo
andtheshoresofLakeVictoria.
~ ThetradeledtothedevelopmentofMombasaandLamuasimportantmarket
points.
~ TheWaswahiliandMijikendatraderswerealsousedinthetradingcaravansto
theinterior.
~ By1860s,ArabsandSwahilitradersstartedpenetratingtotheinteriorofKenya
asfarasUganda.
~ InKenya,themaintradingcentresweretaveta,Mboonihills,elurekoinWanga
andMiazininearNgongandalongLakeBaringo.
~ By1870,theAkambadominanceinthetradedeclinedasaresultof
competitionfrom theArabandWaswahilitraderswhobeganpenetratingintothe
interiortogetgoodsfrom thesource.
~ Movementbetweentheinteriorandthecoastwascarriedoutincaravans
alongwelldefinedroutes.
~ ThetraderoutesbecameinsecureduetotheOromoandMaasairaids.
~ Theabolitionofslavetradealsoaffectedthelongdistancetrade.
~ InTanganyika,theYao,nyamwezi,ArabsandWaswahiliweregreattraders.
TheYaoexchangedtobacco,hoes,andanimalskinsatKilwawithimportedgoods
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likeclothandbeads.Theywerealsotheprincipalsuppliersofivoryandslavesto
Kilwa.TheYaowerethemostactivelongdistancetradersineastAfrica.
~ TheArabsandWaswahilitradersorganizedcaravansintotheinteriorandset
upmarketsandtraderoutes.TheyweregivensecuritybySeyyidsaidwhosigned
treatieswithChiefFundikiraoftheNyamwezitoallowtheArabtraderstopass
throughhisterritory.
~ TheyestablishedinteriorArabsettlementsatTaborawhichbecamethecentre
ofArabculture.
~ Thenyamweziorganizedtradingexpeditionsundertheirchiefsuptothecoast
withivory,copper,slaves,waxhoes,saltandcopra.Theyreturnedwithcloths,
beadsandmirrors.Theyestablishedtraderoutessuchastheroutefrom Ujijivia
TaboratoBagamoyo.TheytravelledtoKatangainDRCforiron,saltandcopper.
By1850nyamwezimerchantssuchasMsiri,andleaderslikeNyunguyaMawe
andMiramboplayedakeyroleinthetradedevelopment.
~ WhentheArabandWaswahilitradersarrivedinBuganda,thekabaka
welcomedthem becauseheneededtheirgoodssuchasbeads,cloths,gunsetc.
Healsowantedassistanceinaidinghisneighbours.E.gtheinvasionofBusogain
1848wasassistedbytheArabtraders.From theraidstoBunyoro,Toro,and
ankoleandBuvumaandUkereweislands,theBagandaacquiredcattle,ivory,
slavesandgrainswhichthesoldtotheArabs.
~ TheKhartoumersalsopracticedlongdistancetrade.Theyraidedthenorthern
partofUgandaforivoryandslaves.
~ ArabandWaswahilitradersventuredintotheBunyorokingdom by1877for
ivory.
~ TherewerethreemaintraderoutesthatlinkedeastAfricancoastandthe
interior;
a)From MombasathroughtheMijikendaareaontoTaita-tavetathenbranching
intotwo.OneleadingtoKilimanjaroontotheLakeVictoriaregionthediversion
wastoevadethehostileMaasai..Theotherbranchproceedednorthwardsfrom
tavetaacrossGalanRiverintoUkambanithentomtKenyaregionandfurther
west.Tavetabecameanimportantpointontheseroutes.
b)Theroutefrom KilwatoYaothenbranchingsouthwardstoCewainZimbabwe.
c)From BagamoyotoTaborawhereitbranchednorthwardstoBugandaand
anotherbranchtoUjijithentoZaire.
MAPOFEASTAFRICASHOWINGTRADEROUTES
EffectsoftheLongdistancetradeonthepeopleofEastAfrica
a)ThetradeledtoDevelopmentoftownse.g.Mombasa,Lamu,Kilwa,Pemba
andZanzibar.
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b)Itincreasedthevolumeoflocalandregionaltradeasvarietiesofnewgoods
wereintroduced.
c)TherewastheEmergenceofaclassofwealthyAfricansalongthecoastand
theinteriorasArab,AfricanandWaswahilimerchantsacquiredalotofwealth.
E.g.KivoiofUkambani,NgonyoofMijikenda,Tipputip,Msiri,Nyunguyamaweof
nyamwezi,MwakikongaoftheDigoetc.
d)TherewasIntroductionofforeigngoodssuchasbeads,clothandplatestothe
peoplesofEastAfrica.
e)ThetradeledtoIntroductionofnewcropstothecoaste.g.bananas,rice
sugarcaneandmangoes.
f)ArabandWaswahilitradersintroducedIslam totheEastAfricanCoast.They
alsointroducedIslamicculturealongthecoast.
g)DevelopmentofplantationagricultureinMalindiandMombasadueincreased
slavetrade.
h)Itledtothedevelopmentoftraderoutesandmarketcentresintheregion.
Suchrouteslaterbecameimportanthighwaysduringthecolonialruleandupto
today.
i)Tradersgavereportsaboutthecoast,itsstrategicandcommercialstability
leadingtothecolonizationofEastAfrica.
j)Itledtothedevelopmentofamoneyeconomythatreplacedbartertrade
k)ThetradefacilitatedthecolonizationofeastAfricaastheinteriorwasexposed
totheoutsideworld.
Developmentandorganizationofinternationaltrade
TheeastAfricancoastalsoparticipatedininternationaltradeduringthe19
Thcenturywithtradersfrom differentcountriessuchasUSA,BritainandFrance.
Factorsthatfacilitatedthedevelopmentofinternationaltrade
a)TheexistingearliertradelinksbetweeneastAfricaandtheFarEastbeforethis
period.
b)Theexistenceofregionaltradewhichbecameameansthroughwhichgoods
suchasivorywereacquiredfrom theinteriortobeusedintheinternationaltrade.
c)TheroleplayedbySeyyidsaidthroughencouragingtheforeigntradersto
cometothecoast.Heevensignedtreatieswiththem.Healsogavelettersof
introductiontotheArabcaravansleadingintotheinterior.
d)Theimprovementofthemonetarysystem bySeyyidsaidfacilitatedthetrade.
Heintroducedthesmallcoppercoinsfrom Indiatosupplementthesilver
currency(MariaTheresadollarsandtheSpanishCrown).Healsoemployedthe
servicesoftheIndianBanyansorBaluchis(MoneyLenders)whoorganizedcredit
facilitiesforthecaravansgoingintotheinterior.
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e)Therewasahighdemandforgoodsfrom thecoastandtheinternational
community.Tradegoodsondemandwerealsoreadilyavailable.E.gGoldivory
slavescloths,beads,andguns.
f)Theexistenceofdeepnaturalharboursandtheattractivebeachesluredmany
foreignerstotheregion.
g)Theexistenceofaclassofwealthymerchantsfacilitatedthetrade.
h)TheestablishmentofspecifictraderoutesandmarketssuchasZanzibar,
KilwaandMombasafacilitatedthemovementandexchangeofgoods.
i)Thesultan’sidentificationofBritainasthesoletradingagentsintheinterior
overcameanyrivalrieswhichcouldhaveledtocompetitionanddeclineof
regionaltradewhichwouldhaveinturnaffectedtheinternationaltrade.
j)ThedevelopmentofasoundtradingpolicybySeyyidsaidtoensure
internationalmarketforhisgrains,coconutsandivory.Hedevelopedtradelinks
withEuropeandAmericabysigningtreatieswithUSAin1833thatopeneda
consulateinZanzibarin1837.HesignedasimilartreatywithBritainin1839that
openedaconsulateinZanzibarin1941.WithFrancein1844andGermanyin
1871.ThearrivalofIBEACowithWilliam McKinnonfurtherstrengthened
internationaltradelinksandincreasedthevolumetrade.
Consequencesofinternationaltrade
a)Throughthetrade,theeastAfricancoastwasexposedtotheoutsideworld.
b)SomeoftheEuropeantraderslaterspreadtheirfaiththusleadingothespread
ofChristianityineastAfrica.
c)TheinternationaltradefosteredgoodrelationsbetweentheeastAfrican
coastandEuropeannationsandUSA.
d)ThecontactsbetweenthecoastandEuropeanpowerslatercontributedtothe
colonizationoeastAfricabyBritainandGermany.
e)Newtradegoodsandcropswereintroducedtothecoast.
f)Participantsinthetradegrewricherandexhibitedhighstandardsofliving.
g)Theslavetradeledtosufferings,killingsandincreasedwarfare.
CHRISTIANMISSIONARIESINEASTAFRICA
Introduction
ChristianmissionswereorganizedeffortstospreadtheChristianfaithforthe
purposeofextendingreligiousteachingathomeorabroad.Theircomingof
ChristianmissionariestoEastAfricaandAfricaingeneralwasbasedona
numberofmotiveswhichwerehumanitarian,economic,politicalandsocialin
nature.ThePortuguesewerethefirsttointroduceChristianitytotheeastAfrican
coastinthe15thc.Thisattempthoweverhadlittlesuccess.Bythe19thcentury,a
numberofmissionarygroupsworkedinEastAfricaandtheseincluded;
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1.TheChurchMissionarySociety
2.TheHolyGhostFathers
3.TheUniversityMissionarySocietytoCentralAfrica
4.TheWhiteFathers
5.TheMethodistFathers
6.TheMillHillFathers
7.TheLondonMissionarySociety
ReasonsforthecomingofChristianmissionariesinEastAfrica
a)ThemissionarieshadtheambitiontospreadChristianitytothepeopleofEast
Africa.Thiswouldbethroughpreachingandteachingtheholygospelsothat
manywouldgetconvertedtoChristianity.
b)TheywantedtofightagainstslavetradeinEastAfrica.Earliertravelerslike
JohnSpekeandJamesGrant,H.M.Stanley,Dr.DavidLivingstoneandothershad
reportedabouttheevilsofslavetradeinEastAfrica.
c)TheywantedtocheckonthespreadofIslam inEastAfricafrom thecoast
withintentionsofconvertingmanytoChristianity.
d)SomemissionariescamebecausetheyhadbeeninvitedbycertainAfrican
chiefs,Forexample,MutesaIofBugandawrotealetterthroughH.M Stanley
invitingmissionariestoBuganda.
e)TheycametoestablishlegitimatetradeinEastAfrica.They,forinstance
wantedtotradeinitemslikeglass,cloths,etc.asDr.LivingstonetoldCambridge
Universitystudents,“IgobacktoAfricatomakeanopenpassforcommerceand
Christianity…..”Similarly,hisspeechin1857emphasizedtheunitybetween
ChristianityandCommerce.
f)ThemissionariesalsolovedtoadventureandexploretheinteriorofEastAfrica.
ForexampleDr.JohnLudwigKraftofCMSissaidtohavebeenthefirstEuropean
toseeMt.
KenyawhileJohannRedmanwasthefirsttoseeMt.Kilimanjaro.
g)TheyhadamissiontoclearthewayforthecolonizationofEastAfrica.The
missionariesweretaskedbytheirhomegovernmentstopreachideasoflove,
respect,brotherhood,forgiveness,toleranceandnonviolencesothatwhenthe
colonialistscome,theywouldmeetlessresistancefrom theEastAfricans.
h)It’salsoarguedthatmissionarieswantedto“civilize”EastAfricans.They
arguedthattheycametostopsomeofthebarbaricactsandcustomse.g.
FemaleGenitalMutilationamongtheKikuyuinKenya,humansacrificesandthe
practiceofkillingtwins.
i)TheinformationtheygaveaboutimportantplaceslikethesourceoftheNile,
fertilesoils,riverfallsandtheclimateallattractedthemissionariesintoEast
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Africa.EarlycontactsbytravelerslikeStanley,SpekeandGrant,amongothers
encouragedmissionariestocome.
j)Theexpulsionofsomeofthemissionariesfrom otherpartsofAfricaledthem
intoEastAfrica.ForexampleJohannLudwigKraftandJohannRedmanaresaid
tohavebeenexpelledfrom Ethiopiaaround1842beforetheychosetorelocateto
EastAfrica.
MissionaryActivitiesinEastAfrica
ThepioneermissionariesinEastAfricaweretheChurchMissionarySocietyled
bytheGermansJohnKraptandJohannRebmannwhoarrivedinEastAfrica
around1844and1846respectively.Kraptarrivedandestablishedamission
stationatRabai.
Whentheyrealizedtheywerenotmakinganygreatimpactatthecoast,thetwo
movedintotheinteriorvisitingtheAkambaandTaita.TheCMSsetupstationsin
Taitaandtaveta.TheywerethefirstEuropeanstoseeMountKilimanjaroin1847.
KraptdiscoveredthesourceofRiverTanaandwasthefirstEuropeantosee
MountKenyain1849.
In1949,JacobErhardt,aGermanyexplorerjoinedthem andbecamethefirst
EuropeantodrawacrudemapofeastAfricafrothenstoriesheheardfrom
traders.
In1862,theunitedMethodistChurchledbyThomasWakefieldarrivedfrom
Britainandsettledatthecoast.TheyestablishedastationatRabai.Theyalsoset
upmissionstationsatJomvuandLamu.Theywereabletoconvertsomepeople
amongtheMijikenda.
In1863,theUniversityMissionSocietytoCentralAfricamovedtoZanzibarwhere
amissionwasstartedfrom Re-unionandlatertoBagamoyo.CardinalLavigerie’s
formationoftheWhiteFathersMissioninAlgeria(1863)extendedtootherparts
ofAfrica.In1875,FreetownMissionacentreforfreedslaveswasestablished.By
1889,about1400slaveshadsettledinFreetown.In1877,theChurchMissionary
SocietymissionarrivedinBugandawhilethewhitefathersarrivedin1879.In
1891,thePresbyterianChurchofScotlandarrivedinKenyaandbegantheirwork
atKibweziinMachakos.In1898,theChurchofScotlandMissionarrivedatKikuyu
andsetupamissionstationatThogoto.MembersoftheAfricanInlandChurch
from theUnitedStatesofAmericaestablishedtheirstationatNzauiinMachakos.
TheythenspreadtoKijabe,Nandi,KabarnetandNyakachinNyanza.Thecatholic
missionarysocieties,liketheHolyGhostFathersandtheConsolataFathers
arrivedinZanzibarbutlatermovedtoMombasain1890.Theyadvancedinterior
andfoundedstationsamongtheAkambaandamongtheAgikuyutowardsthe
endoftheCentury.TheHolyGhostfathersestablishedastationatStAustin’s
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nearNairobiin1899whiletheConsolatafathersfrom Italyopenedastationin
Nyeriin1907TheMillHillFathersreachedKenyafrom Uganda.In1902,the
FriendsMissionsarrivedatKaimosi.By1914thereweremanymissionary
societiesworkinginwesternKenya.Forexample,theSeventhDayAdventists,the
Quakers(FriendsMission)andtheChurchofGodMission.Therolesofthese
missionariesvariedenormouslydependingonthecolonialcontextandtheir
relationswiththecolonialauthorities.
MissionariesinTanganyika
ThemissionarieshereenjoyedthesupportofthesultanofZanzibar,SeyyidSaid.
AtZanzibar,theRomanCatholicmissionariesbegantofollowtheleadofCMSin
takinginterestinEastAfrica.TheCMSbeganafreedslavecentreatFreetownin
1875wherethefreedslavesweretaughtChristianityandformaleducation.The
slavevillageslaterbecameChristianoutposts.TheCMSfinallyreachedUganda
in1879wheretheywerelaterjoinedbytheWhiteFathersfrom TaboraandUjiji.In
1863,agroupofmissionariesfrom theHolyGhostFathersarrivedfrom Reunion
wheretheyhadbeenworkingamongfreedslavesandbegantheirworkin
Zanzibar.TheyalsobeganafreedslavesettlementatBagamoyo.By1885,they
hadsetupfivevillagesthatweretoactasChristianoutposts
MissionaryworkinTanganyikawasmotivatedbythereportsgivenbyDr,David
Livingstoneonthehorrorsofslavetrade.In1863,theUniversityMissionSociety
toCentralAfricaunderBishopTozermovedtoZanzibarwhereamissionwas
startedfrom Re-unionandlatertoBagamoyo.Dr.LivingstoneofUMCAalso
workedIUjijiin1871wherehemetwithHenryMortonStanley,ajournalistwho
hadbeensenttolookforhim.
In1875,theLondonMissionarySocietysetupamissionpostaroundLake
Tanganyika.
MissionariesinUganda
ThepioneermissionarieswerethemembersoftheCMSbasedinTabora,
Tanganyika.
Thefirstprotestantmissionariesweresentfrom Englandin1876afteraletter
thatwassentbyHenryMortonStanleyconfirmingKabakaMutesaI’sinvitation.
TheycameinthroughTaboraandUsukumaandreachedRubaga,mutesa’s
capitalin1877wheretheysetupachurch.In1879,theRomanCatholic
MissionariesandWhiteFathersfollowedalsofrom TaboraandKibanga.The
ProtestantsandCatholicsweresupportedbyKabakaMwangathoughhedidnot
wantthem toworkoutsidethecapitalandbeyondtheroyalfamily.This
arrangementdidnotfavourMissionaryworkinUganda.Soonthereensuedrivalry
betweentheCatholicsandprotestants.ThekabakahadalsoembracedMuslims
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andAfricantraditionaliststothelevelofgeneratingtheinfamousreligiousand
politicalconflictsthatrockedthekingdom eventuallyleadingtoits
colonization.MissionaryworkexpandeduptolakeNyasa.Forexamplethe
ScottishMissionoftheLivingstoneMissionandthechurchofScotlandMission
setupstatationsaroundlakeNyasain1876.
ActivitiesofChristianmissionariesinEastAfrica
ThefollowingweretheactivitiescarriedoutbytheChristianmissionariesinEast
Africa.
a)Missionariescarriedoutevangelization.Theytriedtoconvertandbaptize
manypeopleintoChristianityfrom theirpaganism andIslam.
b)Christianmissionariescarriedoutlinguisticresearchandcameupwithnew
developmentsinlanguage.DrKraftforexampletranslatedtheBibleintoSwahili
andwroteaSwahilidictionaryandgrammarhencemakingiteasyforpeopleto
understandtheBiblemore.
c)TheChristianmissionariesbuiltmanychurchesinEastAfricamanyofwhich
arestillinexistence.TheyforexamplesetupachurchatZanzibar,Rubagaand
RabaimissionarystationnearMombasa.Thisenhancedevangelizationintothe
localpopulation.
d)TheycarriedoutexplorationworkintothediscoveryofvariousEastAfrican
physicalfeatures.Forexample,KraftwasthefirstEuropeantoseeMt.Kenyain
1849whileRebmannwasthefirsttoEuropeanseeKilimanjaroin1848.
e)Christianmissionariessetupstationsforfreerehabilitationservicesfor
examplein1868theHolyGhostFatherssetupahomeforthefreeslavesat
Zanzibar.
f)ChristianmissionariesparticipatedinskilldevelopmentinEastAfrica.Theyfor
exampleparticipatedinmodernizingAgricultureandcarpentrybysettingup
agriculturalinstitutionsandcarpentryworkshopsfortraining.
g)Christianmissionarieswerealsoinfluentialinestablishingeducational
institutionsandtrainingefficientclassofAfricanclergy(catechists)whowere
closeandmoreunderstandabletothelocalcommunities.Thishelpedand
enhancedthepropagationoffaith.
h)Christianmissionarieswereattimesinvolvedinpoliticalprocessesthatwere
beyondspiritualjurisdiction.Theyforexampleparticipatedintheoverthrowof
KabakaMwangaofBuganda.Theyalsoactedasfrontrunnersinthecolonization
process.
ReasonsforthesuccessofmissionaryworkinEastAfrica
a)Themissionariesfacednostrongoppositionfrom anyreligion.Islam wasonly
greatlydominantatthecoast.
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b)TheevilsofslavetrademadeEastAfricanswelcomemissionariesas
liberators.Theircampaignagainstslavetradewonthem muchsupportfrom
differenttribesinEastAfrica.
c)Thesupporttheygotfrom someofthelocalchiefsandkingsledtotheir
success.Forinstance,thesultanofZanzibargavethem immensesupport.
MutesaIofBugandaandMiramboofNyamweziallgavethem protectionaswell
asrightstodotheirworkintheirterritories.
d)TheearlierexploreshelpedtomapoutpotentialareasofEastAfricafor
smoothmissionarywork.Forinstance,H.M StanleyhadidentifiedBugandaasa
hospitablecommunityforthemissionariesandtheywerelaterwelcomedbythe
KabakaofBugandain1877.
e)Thesupportmissionariesgotfrom theirhomegovernmentsledthem to
success.Thiswasinform offinanceandphysicalmanpowerforinstance
colonialgovernments gaveprotectiontothemissionarieswhenevertheywere
challengedbylocalchiefsorotherthreats.ForinstanceCaptainLugard
supportedtheProtestantsinthereligiouswarsinBuganda.
f)SomemissionarygroupssoughtforallianceswithAfricanchiefs.Suchtreaties
offriendshipmadetheirworkeasysincethechiefswouldcallontheirsubjectsto
takeonthemissionaryteachings.
g)Themissionaries’effortstotranslatethebibleintoseverallocallanguages
helpedthem succeedforexampleKrafttranslatedtheNewTestamentofthe
BibleintoSwahiliandwroteaSwahilidictionaryandaGrammarbook.
h)ThemissionariesalsoreceivedthesupportofAfricanconvertsinspreading
theGospel.
Convertscouldnowteachintheirmothertongueandthereforeovercamethe
languagebarrier.
i)Theindustrialrevolutionhadprovidedsuchtechnologyliketheprintingpress
whichmadeprintingofbiblesandotheracademicworkeasy.
j)Theireffortsinlifesavingserviceslikemedicalcare(Quinine)wonthem great
admirationamongthepeopleofEastAfricathatfewwerereadytoopposethem.
Thediscoveryofquininealsofacilitatedtheirworkasitcuredtropicaldiseases.
k)Themissionaries’practicalskillsenabledthem tosurviveevenwhentheir
suppliesfrom homedelayed.Theyforinstanceadoptedagricultureassoonas
theysettledanywhere.Thisensuredsteadysupplyoffood.
l)ThebuildingoftheKenyaUgandarailwaygreatlyencouragedmissionarywork
intheinterior.Themissionariescouldnowtravelbetweenthecoastandthe
interior.
m)PoliticalstabilityinEastAfricafavouredmissionaryworkbecause
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missionariescouldsettle.
n)TheemergenceoftheAfricanindependentchurchmovementboostedthe
spreadof
Christianity.AfricaninitiativestoAfricanizeChristianityencourageditsgrowthin
EastAfrica..
o)ThedeathofDr.DavidLivingstonein1873andotherearliermissionaries
increasedthedeterminationbymanygroupstoseemissionaryworksucceedin
Africa,andEastAfricainparticular.E.g.theLondonnewspaperwroteafterhis
death,“theworkforAfricamusthenceforthbegininearnestwhereLivingstone
leftitoff.”
p)Establishmentofresettlementcentersforfreedslavese.g.atBagamoyoand
Freretown
nearMombasawhereskillslikecarpentry,andagricultureweretaught.Such
communitiesthuslookedatmissionaryworkas“alife-savingmission”
ProblemsfacedbymissionariesinEastAfrica
ChristianmissionariesinEastAfricawerefacedwithvariousproblemswhich
clippedtheiractivitiesattimes.Theseinclude:
a)Theyfacedtheproblem oflanguagebarrier.ThiswasbecauseEastAfricahad
amultiplicityoflanguageshencerenderingcommunicationbetweenthe
missionariesandthelocalpeopleverydifficult.
b)Therewasaproblem oftheinfluenceofIslam.Arabsbeingthefirstgroupof
peopletoarriveatthecoastandinteriorhaddeeprootedIslam intothepeople
thusmakingitdifficultforthepeopletoeasilyadoptChristianity.Forexample,by
thetimeSirEdward
FrerearrivedinEastAfrica(1873)Rebmannhadonly6converts.
c)Existenceoftropicaldiseaseswasyetanotherproblem facedbytheChristian
missionaries.Tropicaldiseaseslikemalaria,smallpox,claimedmanymissionary
livesthusmakingprogressintheiractivitiesverydifficultsincetheycouldbeleft
veryfewinnumbers.
d)Anotherhardshipwascausedbygeographicalbarriers.Theseincludedhilly
areas,rivers,lakesandforests.Thesehinderedtheirfreemovementtovarious
placesthusathreattotheiractivities.
e)Divisionsandquarrelsbetweenvariousmissionarygroupsforexample
CatholicsversusProtestantswasahindrancetotheiractivities.Thiscouldcreate
divisionsandbiasesamongthebelieversthusweakeningtheircapacityto
convertmoreconverts.
f)PoortransportwasahindrancetothemissionaryactivitiesinEastAfrica.This
wasduetoundevelopedroadsatthetimetohelpinthemovementof
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missionariesfrom oneplacetoanother.
g)PresenceofhostiletribesinEastAfricawasalsoaproblem thatfaced
Christianmissionaries.TheNandiandMaasaiwhobelievedthatstrangerswere
notsupposedtopassviatheirlandcouldattackandkillmanymissionaries
therebyreducingtheirnumberscomparedtotheincreasingnumberofconverts.
h)Thepresenceofwildanimalswasalsoathreattothemissionaryactivitiesin
EastAfrica.ManentersinTsavoNationalParkconsumedandthreatenedmany
whites.Thisclippedtheiractivitiesattimes.
i)Themissionariesfacedtheproblem oflackofsupplies.Theyforexample
lackedenoughmoney,accommodationanddrugs.Thiswasbecausethey
originatedfrom veryfar(Europe)thusmakingitdifficultforthem tohavefulltime
andconstantsupplies.Suchputtheirlivesatriskandcouldsometimesleadto
death.
j)TheChristianmissionariesfacedtheproblem ofstiffcontradictionandrivals
betweenEuropeanmissionariesandtraditionalAfricans.Customslikepolygamy,
satanicworship,etcweredeeprootedintoAfricancommunitieswhichproveda
threatforthemissionariestosuccessfullyuprootthem.
k)Themissionariesmadetheirworkdifficultbyinvolvinginpoliticsandjudicial
systemswhichwerebeyondspiritualjurisdiction.Localleaderscouldmisinterpret
them aspoliticalrivalsandorganizetheirmassesforresistanceagainst
missionaryactivities.

EffectsofmissionariesinEastAfrica
(a)TheyspreadChristianityandbaptizedmanyconverts.Catechistswerealso
trainedwhohelpedinthespreadofChristianityforexample,inKenyaby1911
manypeoplehadbeenconvertedandmanycathedralsandchurcheswerebuilt
liketheKikuyuchurches(CharismaticArathiorspiritchurches.)
(b)Africanreligiousbeliefs,cultureandtraditionsweredespisedand
demoralizedforexamplethebirthandmurderoftwins,humansacrifice.
(c)Theyestablishedhospitalsandclinicswhichofferedmodernmedicineplus
researchintropicaldiseaseslikemalaria,smallpox,yellowfeverandsleeping
sicknesswhichhadclaimedmanylives.Forexample,theMissionHospitalsat
Rabai,Thogoto,Kaimosie.t.c.DrAlbertCookbuiltMengohospital.
(d)TheyintroducedtheEuropeansystem ofmanagementandstylesofdress
andarchitecturewhichhavebeenadoptedbymanypeopleinEastAfricatoday.
(e)Theyputtoanendtheinter-tribalorinter-villagewarsandestablisheda
stableandpeacefulsocietyunderonefaithfulleader(centralization).
(f)TheystudiedAfricanlanguagesandtranslatedtheBibleintovarious
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languages.ForexampleKrafttranslatedtheNewTestamentoftheBibleinto
Swahili,BishopEdwardSteerebasedinZanzibarlearntandstudiedSwahiliand
translatedbooksfrom EnglishtoSwahili,publishedtheNewTestamentandthe
entireBiblein1891.
(g)TheyestablishedprintingpresseslikeMarianum pressandpublished
newspapers.
(h)Theyopenedupprimaryandsecondaryschoolsaswellastrainingcollages
forteachersandtradeschoolsforcraftsmene.g.AllianceHighSchool,Kisubi
VocationalSchool.Inthetechnicalschools,carpentryandbricklayingskillswere
obtained.
(i)Anewclassofeliteemerged.AfricanseducatedmainlyinEnglishandFrench
emerged,theselaterservedasdoctors,lawyers,clerks,teachers,catechists,
agriculturalistsandpriestswhoplayedagreatroleofspreadingChristianity.For
example,in1890,Africans
wereordainedaspriestsoftheUniversityMissiontoCentralAfricainTanganyika.
(j)Theypavedwayfortheimprovementofagriculturethroughestablishing
experimentalfarmsandplantationswherenewcrops,bettermethodsoffarming
andequipmentwereintroducedforexamplecottonwasintroducedbyKenneth
Boroupin1903andAfricansweretaughthowtouseaploughandhowtogrow
coffee.
(k)Missionariesimprovedcommunicationandtransportwhichinturnledtothe
openingupofthehinterlandofAfrica.Thebuildingofstrongboatsandships
gaveEuropeanscouragetotravelfarfrom home.
(l)Missionariesdestroyedlocalindustrieslikecraftindustrye.g.blacksmiths,
potteryworkwerealldestroyedandreplacedwithEuropeanproductse.g.
manufactureditemslikecups,saucepans,etc.
(m)Theycontributedtotheriseofnationalism.Thiswasmadepossiblethrough
educationwheretheAfricaneliteemergedandstarteddemandingfor
independencee.g.Tom Mboya,Obote,Nyerere,andKenyatta.
(n)Theyfoughtslavetradewhichwaslaterabolishedandequalityandlibertyfor
allwasencouragedinEastAfrica.
(o)MissionstationsweredevelopedintownslikeRabaimissionarystationnear
Mombasa.
RoleofChristianmissionariesinthecolonizationofEastAfrica
a)Missionariessignedtreatieswhichwerelaterusedbycolonialiststotakeover
coloniese.g.Tucker,aBritishMissionaryinterpretedthe1900Buganda
AgreementtotheregentsofKabakaDaudiChwaII.Thisledtolossofpolitical,
economicandsocialpowerstotheBritishprotectorategovernment.SirHarry
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JohnstonewhosignedonbehalfoftheBritishgovernmentconfessedthat;
b)Missionariessuppliedinformationtothecolonialistswhichtheyutilizedto
planhowtoeffectivelyimposetheircolonialruleonhowtocrashtheAfrican
resistance.InthereligiouswarsinBuganda,theBritishfoughtbehindthe
Protestants.
c)Infacttherewasareciprocalrelationshipbetweenmissionariesandthe
colonialiststhatiswhymissionarieslaidthegroundworkbeforethepartitioners
offeredmissionariesprotectionforthesuccessoftheirevangelizationmission.
d)TheChurchmissionarysocietymanagedtoraiseenoughfundsforImperial
BritishEastAfricanCompanyforitsstayinginUgandaforatleast2ormoreyears.
ThechurchmissionarysocietyandCaptainLugardviewedthatthecompany’s
withdrawwouldlivetheBritishandtheprotestantpartyinadangerousposition
versusMoslems.
e)Missionariesenhancedthegrowthoftropicalrawmaterialslikecoffee,cotton
tosatisfytheBritishindustrialistsurgebutdisguisingeverythinginChristianity.
BishopK.BoroupforexampleintroducedcottoninUganda.
f)Theyappealedtotheirhomegovernmentsforprotectionincaseofattack.Itis
inthislightthatBritaincametoUgandaduringthereligiouswarsof1884-1892
andlateroccupiedUganda.
g)Theycreatedacollaboratingclassbyluringitreligiouslyandmaterially.This
classhelpedcolonialiststofightresistorsdespitethefactthattheywereall
Africans.
h)Intheirevangelizationrole,theybrainwashedAfricanswithbiblicalteachings
as“loveyourneighborasyouloveyourself”,“blessedarethehumbleforthe
kingdom ofGodistheirs”,etc.Withthesepreaching’stheymadepotential
resistanceimportant.
i)Religionwasamechanism ofdivideandrule.Theconvertsandthenon-
convertshatedeachotherwhichcauseddivisiontotheadvantageofthe
Europeans.
j)Collaborationwithchatteredcompanies,EuropeanChristianmissionariesand
theirconvertsworkedhandinhandwiththeImperialBritishEastAfrican
CompanytodefeatKabalega’sresistance.
k)Missionarystationsservedasmilitarybasesfrom wheretheEuropeancolonial
forces
launchedattacksontheresistingAfricans.AfricanLugardusedoldKampalahill
asamilitarybaseagainstKabalega.
l)Missionstationsservedascolonialgovernmentheadquarters.Theestablished
missioninfrastructurewasusedtohelpintheestablishmentandsustenanceof
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Europeancolonialrule.
m)Colonialistslackedskilledmanpower,sothemissionariesbydesignor
accidentwereveryfaithfulservantsofthecolonialgovernmenti.e.theywere
Colonialgovernmentservants.
n)Theycreatedapeacefulatmosphereforthegerminationofcolonialism in
areasofhostility.Thisisbecausetheyemphasizedthecentralizedleadership
wherepeaceandobediencewereexpected.
o)Missionariesalsotrainedmanpowerthroughintroductionofeducationwhich
wasusedbycolonialists.Thiswasdonethroughteachingthoseacademic
subjectsandmanualskillslikeuseofaploughandhowtogrowcoffee.
p)Theyactedasinterpreterse.g.Tuckerinthe1900Bugandaagreement.
q)ThroughconversionoftheBugandachiefsandpagesbeforeBuganda
commonersitmeantthateachpartyi.e.theChurchMissionarySocietyand
Francehadgainedconverts.Thiswasapoliticalsecurityofsympathytothe
ChristianmissionariesasagainsttheKabakainBuganda’sleadership.This
indirectlyunderminedtheKabaka’sauthorityandrespecti.e.histraditionalpower
basewasbeingeroded.
CITIZENSHIP
Whatiscitizenship?
Thisreferstothelegalrightofapersontobelongtoaparticularcountry.A
Kenyancitizenisapersonwhohasthelegalrighttobelong,liveanddofreelyall
thathastodowiththeirlifeinKenya.
BECOMINGAKENYANCITIZEN
WaysinwhichKenyancitizenshipcanbeacquired.
a)Bybirth.
b)Byregistration.
Citizenshipbybirth
ThefollowingaretheWaysthroughwhichcitizenshipbybirthisacquiredinKenya.
a)Apersonisacitizenbybirthifonthedayoftheperson’sbirth,whetherornot
thepersonisborninKenya,eitherthemotherorfatherofthepersonisacitizen.
b)AchildfoundinKenyawhois,orappearstobe,lessthaneightyearsofage,
andwhosenationalityandparentsarenotknown,ispresumedtobeacitizenby
birth.
c)ApersonwhoisaKenyancitizenbybirthandwhohasceasedtobeaKenyan
citizenbecausethepersonacquiredcitizenshipofanothercountry,isentitledon
applicationtoregainKenyancitizenship.
Citizenshipbyregistration
ConditionsforqualificationtoapplyforCitizenshipbyregistrationareasfollows:
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a)IfapersonhasbeenmarriedtoaKenyancitizenforaperiodofatleastseven
years.
b)IfApersonwhohasbeenlawfullyresidentinKenyaforacontinuousperiodof
atleastsevenyearsappliestoberegistered.
c)Ifachildwhoisnotacitizen,isadoptedbyacitizenandappliestobe
registered.
d)Citizenshipmaybegrantedtoindividualswhoarecitizensofothercountries
thatallowKenyanscitizenshipintheircountries.
Revocationofcitizenship
Therevocationofcitizenshipbyregistrationmayhappenunderthefollowing
circumstances.
a)Ifapersonacquiredcitizenshipbyfraud,falserepresentationorconcealment
ofanymaterialfact.
b)Ifthepersonhas,duringanywarinwhichKenyawasengaged,unlawfully
tradedorcommunicatedwithanenemyorbeenengagedinorassociatedwith
anybusinessthatwasknowinglycarriedoninsuchamannerastoassistan
enemyinthatwar.
c)Ifthepersonhas,withinfiveyearsafterregistration,beenconvictedofan
offenceandsentencedtoimprisonmentforaterm ofthreeyearsorlonger.
d)Ifapersonhas,atanytimeafterregistration,beenconvictedoftreason,orof
anoffenceforwhichapenaltyofatleastsevenyearsimprisonmentmaybe
imposed.
Citizenshipbybirthmayberevokedunderthefollowingcircumstance
a)Ifthecitizenshipwasacquiredbyfraud,falserepresentationorconcealment
ofanymaterialfactbyanyperson.
b)Ifthenationalityorparentageofthepersonbecomesknown,andrevealsthat
thepersonwasacitizenofanothercountry.
c)Iftheageofthepersonbecomesknown,andrevealsthatthepersonwas
olderthaneightyearswhenfoundinKenya.Theconceptof“Dualcitizenship”.

acitizenbybirthdoesnotlosecitizenshipbyacquiringthecitizenshipof
anothercountry.
RightsandresponsibilitiesofaKenyancitizen
Humanrights
Humanrightsreferstotheacceptedprinciplesoffairnessandjustice-orthe
universalmoralrightsthatbelongequallytoallpeopleintheircapacityashuman
beings.
Componentsofhumanrights
Everyhumanrightmustfulfillthesethreefundamentalconditions;
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a)Conditionoflife,whichisnecessaryfordevelopmentofhumanpersonality
b)ASocialcharacter(sinceitpresupposesexistenceofothermembersofthe
society)
c)Itmustbeenjoyedequallybyallmembersofthesociety.
TheconstitutionofKenyacontainstherightsoftheindividualsandspecial
groupssuchaschildren,theyouthandpeoplewithdisabilities.Itgivesthestate
theresponsibilityofguaranteeingtheserights.Therightsarecontainedinchapter
4ofthecurrentconstitutionunderthebillofrights.Thischapterisnotmerelyan
integralpartoftheconstitutionofKenya;itisthefundamentalbasisforthe
establishmentofthestate.Humanrightsandfundamentalfreedomsare
recognizedandprotectedintheconstitutionbecausetheypreservethedignityof
individualsandcommunities,andpromotesocialjustice
TherightsandfreedomsprotectedintheBillofRights
1.Righttolife
Lifebeginsatconceptionandnochildshouldbedeprivedoflifedeliberately.
Abortionisnotthereforepermittedunlessoccasionedbytheneedforemergency
treatmentorlifeofthemotherisindanger.
Peoplewhoattempttocommitsuicidearealsopunishableonthestrengthof
theirright
Limitationsoftherighttolife

Acourtoflawcansentenceonetodeathiffoundguiltyofanoffence
punishablebydeath
Instanceswhentherighttolifemaybetakenaway:

Whenoneisdefendingone’slifeorcountryasisthecaseduringwar.
Whendefendingone’spropertyagainstviolentattack.
Whenalawenforcementofficer’slifeisendangered,forexamplewhen

apprehendingarmedcriminals.
2.Equalityandfreedom from discrimination
Everypersonisequalbeforethelawandhastherighttoequalprotectionand
equalbenefitofthelaw.Thismeansthatbothmenandwomenareequalbefore
thelaw.Anyform ofdiscriminationisillegalandisprohibitedintheconstitution.
3.Humandignity
Everyperson’sdignityshouldberespectedandprotected.Onemustnotridicule
orembarrassothermembersofsociety.
4.Freedom andsecurityofaperson
Thisrightprotectsapersonfrom beingdetainedwithoutagoodreasonand
withouttrial.Nopersonwillbesubjectedtophysicalorpsychologicaltorture,
corporalpunishmentorcruelandinhumantreatment.Eachcitizenmustalso
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protectthefreedom andsecurityofothers.Itisunlawfulforonetosubjecthisor
herspousetoeitherpsychologicalorphysicalabuse.
5.Freedom from slavery,servitudeandforcedlabour
Nooneshouldbeheldinservitudeorslaveryorperform forcedlabour.Every
employershouldtreathisorheremployeeswithdignityandnottoforcethem to
work.
6.Righttoprivacy
EverypersonhasarightNOTtohavehim orherself,hisorherpropertysearched,
orhisorherpossessionsseized.Notrevealingaperson’sfamilyorprivateaffairs
unnecessarilyorprivatecommunicationsinterferedwith.

Exceptionstothisright:
Thelawallowspoliceofficers,taxinspectorsandothergovernmentagentsto
searchprivatehomesorbusinesspremisesforpurposeofhealthinspection,tax
collectionoranyotherofficiallysanctionedreason.
7.Righttoassembly,demonstration,picketingandpetition
Everycitizenhasarighttoassembleandparticipateinpeacefuldemonstrations
andevenpresentpetitionstopublicauthorities
Responsibility:
Thosedemonstratingmustnotinterferewithpeaceofothersforexample
throughharassmentofmotoristsandpropertydestruction.
8.Politicalrights
Everycitizenisfreetomakepoliticalchoices,whichincludestherighttoform,or
participateinforming,apoliticalpartyandtoparticipateintheactivitiesof,a
politicalparty.Everycitizenhastherighttofree,fairandregularelectionsbased
onuniversalsuffrageandthefreèexpressionofthewilloftheelectorsforany
electivepublicbodyoroffice.Everyadultcitizenhastheright,without
unreasonablerestrictions,toberegisteredasavoter;tovotebysecretballotin
anyelectionorreferendum andtobeacandidateforpublicoffice,orofficewithin
apoliticalpartyand,ifelected,toholdofficerresponsibility.Itisillegaltoprevent
otherpeoplefrom participatinginelections,buyvotesetc.
9.Freedom ofmovementandresidence
Citizenshavearighttofreemovementandownershipofpropertyinanypartof
thecountry.
Responsibility:
Citizensshouldnotobstructeffortsofanycitizentomovefreelyandresideand
ownpropertyinanypartofthecountry.
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10.Economicandsocialrights
Everypersonhastherighttothehighestattainablestandardofhealth,which
includestherighttohealthcareservices,includingreproductivehealthcare.
Everypersonhastherighttoaccessibleandadequatehousing,andtoreasonable
standardsofsanitation.Everypersonhastherighttobefreefrom hunger,andto
haveadequatefoodofacceptablequality.Everypersonhastherighttocleanand
safewaterinadequatequantities.Everypersonhastherighttosocial
securityEverypersonhastherighttoeducation.Apersonshallnotbedenied
emergencymedicaltreatment.TheStatemustprovideappropriatesocialsecurity
topersonswhoareunabletosupportthemselvesandtheirdependants.Nb-itis
onthestrengthofthisrightthatthegovernmentisprovidingfreeprimary
education.
Responsibility
Everycitizenmustpaytax.
11.Consumerrights
Consumershavetherighttogoodsandservicesofreasonablequality.
Consumershavetherighttotheinformationnecessaryforthem togainfull
benefitfrom goodsandservices.Consumershavetherighttotheprotectionof
theirhealth,safety,andeconomicinterests.Consumershavetherightto
compensationforlossorinjuryarisingfrom defectsingoodsorservices.
Responsibility
Itisone’sresponsibilitytoquestionthequalityofgoodsandservicesbeing
offered,toenableonegetvalueformoney.
Thetradersandotherserviceprovidershavearesponsibilitytoprovidequality
goodsandservicestofellowcitizens.
Theyshouldgivetruthfulinformationwhenadvertisingtheirproducts.
12.Righttofairlabourpractices
Everyworkerhasarighttofairlabourpracticeslikefairremuneration,reasonable
workingconditions,therighttojoinorpracticeintradeunionactivitiesandthe
righttogoonstrike.Everyemployerhasarighttojoinanemployers’association
andparticipateinitsprogrammesandactivities
Responsibility
Onemustrespecttherighttofairlabourpracticesofone’semployees.
Employeesontheotherhandmustconductthemselvesresponsibly,evenduring
strikes,toavoidcausingphysicalinjurytoinnocentpeople,ordestroyingproperty.
13.Righttocleanandhealthyenvironment
Everypersonhastherighttoacleanandhealthyenvironment.Itisourdutyto
ensurethattheenvironmentisprotectedforthebenefitofpresentandfuture
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generations.
Thefollowingaretheobligationssetbythegovernmentinordertoachievea
cleanandhealthyenvironment:
a)Ensuresustainableexploitation,utilization,managementandconservationof
theenvironment
b)Worktoachieveandmaintainatreecoverofatleasttenpercentoftheland
areaofKenya.
c)Encouragepublicparticipationinmanagement,protectionandconservationof
theenvironment.
d)Establishsystemsofenvironmentalimpactassessment,environmentalaudit
andmonitoringoftheenvironment.
e)Eliminateprocessesandactivitiesthatarelikelytoendangertheenvironment.
f)Utilizetheenvironmentandnaturalresourcesforthebenefitofthepeopleof
Kenya.
g)Protectandenhanceintellectualpropertyandindigenousknowledgeof
biodiversityandthegeneticresourcesofthecommunities.
Responsibility
Everypersonhasaresponsibilitytoprotectandconservetheenvironmentand
ensureecologicallysustainabledevelopment,anduseofnaturalresources.

14.Freedom ofconscience,religion,beliefandopinion
Everyperson,whetherindividuallyorasagroup,hasfreedom tomanifestany
religionorbeliefthroughworship,practice,teachingorobservance,including
observanceofdayofworship.Onecannotbedeniedemploymentoreducational
opportunitybecauseofbelongingtoaparticularreligionorbecauseofone’s
belieforreligion.Apersoncannotbeforcedtoengageinanyactthatgoesagainst
hisorherbelieforreligion.
Responsibility
Everycitizenmustbecarefulnottoinfringeuponthisfreedom
15.Freedom ofexpression
ThisguaranteesallKenyansthefreedom toseek,receiveorimpartideasor
information.Italsoguaranteesfreedom ofartisticcreativity,academicfreedom,
andfreedom toconductscientificresearch
Responsibility
Intheexerciseofthisfreedom,everyoneiscalledupontorespecttherightsand
reputationofothers.He/sheshouldnotspreadpropagandawiththeintentiont
provokeotherstowarortoviolence.
Itisunlawfultoengageinhatespeech.
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16.Freedom ofmedia
Thefreedom andindependenceofthemediaisguaranteed.Thestateshouldnot
interferewiththemedia.
Responsibility
Themediaindustryshouldreportimpartiallyandavoidincitingmembersofthe
public.
Themediashouldprovidefairopportunityforthepresentationofdivergentviews
anddissentingopinions
17.Accesstoinformation
Everypersonhasarighttoaccessinformationheldbythestate,orbyothers,
whichmayberequiredfortheprotectionofanyrightorfundamentalfreedom.
Thestateisexpectedtomakepublicanyimportantinformationaffectingthe
nation.Everypersonhasarighttothecorrectionordeletionofuntrueor
misleadinginformationthataffectstheperson.
Responsibility
Apersonshouldnotmisrepresenttheinformationaccessed,ormisuseitfor
selfishgain.Itisalsoillegaltosellpublicinformationformonetarygain.
18.Freedom ofassociation
Everypersonhastherighttoform,joinandparticipateintheactivitiesofan
associationofanykind,providedthattheassociationisnotengagedinillegal
activities,suchasstealingorkilling.

19.Protectionoftherighttoproperty
Everypersonisentitledtoownpropertyeitherindividuallyorasagroup,inany
partofthecountry.Howeverthepropertyhastobelegallyacquired.
ThisrightprovidesallKenyansafairopportunitytoinvestinpropertyandthus,
prosper.
Responsibility
Allcitizensmustrespectthisright.Itisunlawfulforonetodepriveapersonofhis
orherpropertywithoutgoodreason.Thestate,inacquiringprivatelyowned
propertymustensureadequatecompensationgrantedpromptlyandinfull
Thestatehasanobligationtorespecttheintellectualpropertyrightsofthe
peopleofKenya.
20.Righttolanguageandcultur
Everypersonhastherighttousealanguage,andembracethecultureofthe
person’schoice.Everypersonhastherighttoform orjoinculturalgroups.Every
personisalsoprotectedfrom beingforcedtojoinanysuchgroup.Eachlinguistic
groupisfreetousetheirlanguage,practicetheirculture,andform associations
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andotherorgansofthecivilsociety.Itisunacceptabletoforceanotherpersonto
perform,observeorundergoanyculturalpracticeorrite.
Responsibility
Thisrightshouldnotbeusedtounderminenationalunity.
Othercitizensshouldbeallowedthefreedom toenjoydiverseculture,including
membersofone’sownfamily.
21.Righttofamily
Anadulthastherighttomarryapersonoftheoppositesex,basedonthefree
consentoftheparties.Partiestosuchaunionenjoyequalrights.Bothparties
havearesponsibilitytorespecttherightsoftheirspousesduringmarriageand
evenintheeventofitsdissolution.Itiswrongtodenyone’sspouseaccessto
maritalpropertyafterseparationordivorce.Theconstitutionalsorecognizes
marriagesconductedundertraditional,religious,personalorfamilylaw.Marrying
ofunderagepersonsandforcedmarriagesareoutlawedintheconstitution.
22.Fairadministrativeaction
Everypersonshouldbesubjectedtoanefficient,lawful,reasonableand
procedurallyfairadministrativeaction.Thispromotesefficientadministrationin
publicoffices
Responsibility
Theofficersofthestatehavearesponsibilitytoaccordeverypersonfair
administrativeaction.Therightrequiresthatapersonbegivenwrittenreasonsfor
anyadministrativeactionthatwilladverselyaffectarightorfreedom ofthe
person.
23.Accesstojustice
Everybodyshouldaccessjusticeandareasonablefeewillbechargedtoenhance
this,ifrequired.Ifthisisnotfree,manypeoplewillnotaccessjusticewhichwill
continuetobeapreserveoftherichpeople.
Responsibility
Everybodyhasaresponsibilitytofacilitatefairplayandaccesstojusticeforall.
Anyactionaimedatblockingjusticeisunlawfulandinvitespunishment.For
example,shieldingcriminalsorattemptingtobribelawenforcementofficersto
preventthem from arrestingacriminal.Aidingacriminaltoevadearrest,
concealingcriminalacts;andlyingtohelpculpritsevadepunishment.
24.Rightofarrestedpersons
Anarrestedpersonhas;
a)Therighttobeinformedpromptlyinalanguagethatthepersonunderstands
ofthereasonforarrest,therighttoremainsilentandheconsequencesofnot
remainingsilent.
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b)Therighttoremainsilent.–Therightofapersontochoosetotalkorto
remainsilent.
c)Therighttocommunicatewithanadvocateandotherpersonswhose
assistanceisnecessary(freedom ofspeechwithallthosewhowillassisthim or
herinthecase.)
d)Therightofnotbeingcompelledtomakeanyconfessionoradmissionthat
couldbeusedinevidenceagainsttheperson.
e)Therighttbeheldseparatelyfrom personsservingasentence(shouldnotbe
heldinprisonsalongsidethosealreadyconvicted)
f)Tobebroughttocourtassoonasreasonablypossible,asbutnotlaterthan
twentyfourhoursafterbeingarrested.
g)Tobechargedorbeinformedofthereasonfortheextensionofdetentionor
release,atthefirstcourtappearance.
h)Tobereleasedonbondorbail,onreasonableconditions,pendingachargeor
trial,unlesstherearecompellingreasonsastowhyonecannotbereleased.
25.Fairhearing
Everypersonhastherighttohaveanydisputethatcanberesolvedthrougha
courthearingberesolvedinsuchamannerthatwillaccordhim orherfairand
publichearing.Anaccusedpersonhasthefollowingrights;
a)Tobepresumedinnocentuntilprovenotherwise.
b)Tobeinformedofthecharges.
c)Tohaveadequatetimeandfacilitiestoprepareadefence.
d)Toapublictrialbeforeacourt.
e)Tohavethetrialbeginandbeconcludedwithfewdelays.
f)Tobepresentwhenbeingtried.
g)Toberepresentedbyanadvocateandbeinformedofthisrightimmediately.
Dependingonthecircumstances,theaccusedmaybeassignedanadvocateby
thestateandatthestate’sexpense.
h)Toremainsilentandnottestifyduringtheproceedings.
i)Tobeinformedinadvance,oftheevidencetheprosecutionintendstopresent,
andtohavereasonableaccesstothatevidence.
j)Tochallengetheevidence.
k)Torefusetogiveself-incriminatingevidence.
l)Tohavetheassistanceofaninterpreteriftheaccusedpersoncannot
understandthelanguageusedinthetrial.
m)Ifconvicted,toappeal,orapplyforreviewbyahighercourt.
Responsibility
a.Theaccusedpersonhastheresponsibilityofobeyinginstructionsofthecourt.
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b.Theymustbehavewellincourtandoutsidethecourt
c.Theyshouldrespecttherightsoftheaccusersaswellastheiradvocates.
d.Accusedpersonsshouldbehaveasthelawspellsoutwhileawaitingthe
verdictofthecourt.Whatevertheverdict,theyshouldabidebythelaw.
26.Rightsofpersonsdetained,heldincustodyorimprisoned.
Aperson,whoisdetained,heldincustodyorimprisonedunderthelaw,retainsall
rightsandfundamentalfreedomsinthebillofrights.Exceptthosethatare
impracticalandinapplicableunderthecircumstances.Apersonwhoisdetained
orheldincustodyisentitledforanorderHabeasCorpus-Thisisalawthatstates
thatapersonwhohasbeenarrestedshouldnotbekeptinprisonlongerthana
particularperiodoftimeunlessajudgeinacourthasdecidedthatitisright.Itis
therightofthepersonwhoisdetained,heldincustodyorimprisonedtobe
treatedinahumanemanner.
Responsibility
Allcitizenshavearesponsibilitytoensurethattherightsofthosedetained,held
incustodyorimprisonedarerespected.Forexamplethejudicialstaff,prison
staffandthepoliceshouldrespecttheconstitutionalrightsofallpersonswithout
discrimination.
Fundamentalrightsthatmightnotbelimited:
a.Freedom from tortureandcruel,inhumanordegradingtreatmentor
punishment.
b.Freedom from slaveryorservitude.
c.Therighttoafairtrial.
d.Therighttoanorderofhabeascorpus
RightsenjoyedbyChildreninKenya
a)Everychildhastherighttoanameandnationalityfrom birth
b)Everychildhastherighttofreeandcompulsorybasiceducation.
c)Everychildhastherighttobasicnutrition,shelterandhealthcare.
d)Everychildhastherighttobeprotectedfrom abuse,neglect,harmfulcultural
practices,allformsofviolence,inhumantreatmentandpunishment,and
hazardousorexploitativelabour.
e)Everychildhastherighttoparentalcareandprotection,whichincludesequal
responsibilityofthemotherandfathertoprovideforthechild,whethertheyare
marriedtoeachotherornot.
f)Everychildhastherightnottobedetained,exceptasameasureoflastresort,
andwhendetained,tobeheldfortheshortestappropriateperiodoftime.
g)Everychildhastherighttoseparatefrom adultsandinconditionsthattake
accountofthechild’ssexandage.
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h)Everychildhastherighttoachild’sbestinterestsareofparamount
importanceineverymatterconcerningthechild.
RightsenjoyedbyPersonswithdisabilitiesinKenya
(a)Apersonwithanydisabilityisentitledtobetreatedwithdignityandrespect
andtobeaddressedandreferredtoinamannerthatisnotdemeaning.Aperson
withanydisabilityisentitled
(b)Apersonwithanydisabilityisentitledtoaccesseducationalinstitutionsand
facilitiesforpersonswithdisabilitiesthatareintegratedintosocietytotheextent
compatiblewiththeinterestsoftheperson.
(c)Apersonwithanydisabilityisentitledtoreasonableaccesstoallplaces,
publictransportandinformation.
(d)ApersonwithanydisabilityisentitledtouseSignlanguage,Brailleorother
appropriatemeansofcommunication.
(e)Apersonwithanydisabilityisentitledtoaccessmaterialsanddevicesto
overcomeconstraintsarisingfrom theperson’sdisability.
RightsoftheYouthinKenya
(a)Righttoaccessrelevanteducationandtraining.
(b)Righttohaveopportunitiestoassociate,berepresentedandparticipatein
political,social,economicandotherspheresoflife.
(c)Righttoaccessemployment.
(d)Youthsareprotectedfrom harmfulculturalpracticesandexploitation.
RightsofMinoritiesandmarginalizedgroupsinKenya
a)Minoritiesandmarginalizedgroupshavetherighttoparticipateandare
representedingovernanceandotherspheresoflife.
b)Minoritiesandmarginalizedgroupshavetherighttobeprovidedspecial
opportunitiesineducationalandeconomicfields.
c)Minoritiesandmarginalizedgroupshavetherighttobeprovidedspecial
opportunitiesforaccesstoemployment.
d)Minoritiesandmarginalizedgroupshavetherighttodeveloptheircultural
values,languagesandpractices.
e)Minoritiesandmarginalizedgroupshavetherighttoreasonableaccessto
water,healthservicesandinfrastructure.
RightsofoldermembersofsocietyinKenya
a)Righttofullyparticipateintheaffairsofsociety.
b)Righttopursuetheirpersonaldevelopment.
c)Righttoliveindignityandrespectandbefreefrom abuse.
d)Righttoreceivereasonablecareandassistancefrom theirfamilyandthe
State.
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Circumstances,whichmayforcetheKenyagovernmenttolimitthefreedomsand
rightsofanindividual.
a)Convictionofmurderbyacourtoflawlimitstherighttolife
b)Whenplanningforacriminalactivityonelosesthefreedom of
movement/liberty
c)Whengovernmentdevelopsaplaceonelosesthefreedom toownproperty
d)Freedom ofworshipisdeniedifoneusesittounderminethegovernment
/createdisunity
e)Freedom ofassemblycanbelimitedifinternalsecurityisthreatened
f)Personallibertycanbedeniedifonehasaninfectiousdiseasee.g.riftvalley
fever
Otherresponsibilitiesofacitizen
a)Everypersonhasaresponsibilitytocontributetopositivedevelopmentinthe
countrybyworkinghardandhonestly,irrespectiveofthetypeofworkor
professiononeisin.
b)Everycitizenisexpectedtoparticipateinthedemocraticprocess.Onehasthe
moralresponsibilitytovoteandevenpresenthim/herselftobevotedforprovided
he/shefulfilsalltherequirementsoftheposition.
c)Aresponsiblecitizenshouldactivelycontributeviewsonmattersaffectingthe
community.ThisincludestakingPartinnationaldebates.
d)Aresponsiblecitizenmustbemindfulofotherpeoples’welfare.Forexample
guidingvisitors,assistingthedisabled,theaged,children,aswellastheless
fortunatemembersofthesocietyinwaysinwhichtheyneedtheassistance.
e)Agoodcitizenshouldreportlawbreakers,andeventhosesuspectedofhaving
intentionstobreakthelawtotherelevantauthorities.
f)Aresponsiblecitizenshouldensureproperutilizationofpublicandprivate
facilitiesincludingtoilets,waterpoints,postoffices,publictelephoneBoothsetc.
g)Aresponsiblecitizenmustmaintainhighmoralandethicalstandards.One
mustrefrainfrom tellinglies.
Valuesofgoodcitizenship
ValuesandprinciplesofgovernanceinKenya
a)Patriotism,nationalunity,sharinganddevolutionofpower,theruleoflaw,
democracyandparticipationofthepeople.
b)Humandignity,equity,socialjustice,inclusiveness,equality,humanrights,
nondiscriminationandprotectionofthemarginalized.
c)Goodgovernance,integrity,transparencyandaccountability.
d)Sustainabledevelopment.
Valuesofgoodcitizenship
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a)Agoodcitizenhasadutytobepatriotictothecountry.He/sheshouldbe
readytoplacetheinterestsofthecountryaboveone’sownselfishinterests.One
shouldvolunteerforanationalcause,forexampleengaginginfreedom from
hungerwalk,helpingvictimsofdisasters,volunteeringtohelpthecountryintimes
ofwarandusingtalentssuchasportsandmusicachievepersonalgoalsandto
promotethecountry.
b)Agoodcitizenmusttakepartinactivitiesthatfosternationalunityincluding
economicactivitiessuchasagricultureandtradewhichboosttheeconomy.
c)Agoodcitizenparticipatesindemocraticprocesseitherbyvolunteering
themselvestobeelected,orbytakingpartinelectingofleadersatnationalor
countylevels.
d)Agoodcitizenmaintainsandprotectshumandignity.He/shehasan
obligationtodissuadepeoplefrom engaginginactsthatdepriveothersoftheir
humandignitysuchasmobjustice.
e)Agoodcitizenobservesequitybyrespectingtheinterestsofeverycitizen,
regardlessofrace,ethnicityorage)Agoodcitizenrespectssocialjustice.A
personwhoprotestsagainstthegrabbingofpubliclandanddestructionofthe
environmentsuchasWangariMaathaidemonstratesgoodcitizenship.
g)Agoodcitizenrespectsinclusivenessinsociety.He/shedoesnotignoreany
memberofsocietyinmakingofdecisionsonmattersaffectingallcitizens
h)Agoodcitizenrespectsequalityofallcitizens
i)Agoodcitizenrespectshumanrights.He/shenotonlyrespectshis/herright
butalsotherightsofothersinsociety
j)Agoodcitizenisexpectedtoensurethatthereisnodiscriminationagainstany
memberorsectionofthepopulationtoensuretheprotectionofthemarginalized
inthesociety.
k)Goodcitizenshipentailssupportforgoodgovernance.He/shehasadutyto
paytaxestothegovernmentsothatitcangeneratetherevenuerequiredto
financeactivitiesforthebenefitofall.
l)Agoodcitizenhasanobligationtomaintainahighlevelofintegrityinsociety.
H/sheshoulddesistfrom corruptpracticesandevenreportsuchactstorelevant
authorities.
m)Agoodcitizenhasadutytomaintaintransparencyandaccountability.Public
servantsshouldbeaccountablefortheiractionsandmaintainhighlevelof
transparency.
n)Agoodcitizensupportsgovernmentbytakingpartinprojectsthatensure
sustainabledevelopmentinthecountry-throughparticipationinenvironment
friendlyprojects.
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Importanceofbeingagoodcitizen
a)Beingagoodcitizenpromotespeaceandstabilityhencedevelopment.
b)Agoodcitizenpromoteslawandorderhenceenjoymentofrightsand
freedoms.
c)Goodcitizenshippromotescordialrelationshipandsocialpeace.
d)Itreducesgovernmentexpenditureonsecurityorgansnecessaryfor
maintaininglawandorder.
e)Itpromotesthegoodnameofacountryhenceencouragestourism whichis
importantforourdevelopment.
f)Itcurbsagainstsocialviseslikecorruption,nepotism ortribalism sinceagood
citizencannotindulgeinsuchactivities.
g)Itpromotesgoodrelationshipwithneighbors.

NATIONALINTEGRATION
WhatisNationalIntegration?
Integrationmeansunificationintoawhole.-Theactofcombiningorbring
togethervariouspartsinawaythatmakesthem one.Nationalintegrationrefers
totheprocessbywhichvariouscomponentsofanationarebroughttogetherinto
awholeleadingtonationalunity.
ImportanceofNationalIntegration
WhyisNationalIntegrationapriorityinKenya?
(a)NationalintegrationHelpsinsocialandeconomicdevelopmentthrough
enhancednationalunity.
(b)Itdevelopsasenseofnationaldirection,facilitatingunifiedgoalsandco-
operation.
(c)Itenhancespoliticalstabilityandsecuritybyeliminatingsuspicion.
(d)Promotespeacefulc-existenceofdifferenttribesandraceshenceleadingto

peaceandharmony.
(e)Promotescollectiveresponsibilityduetoeasier,moreefficientandaccurate
communication.
(f)Itenablesacountrytodevelopasenseofdirectionasnationalgoalsare
communicatedtothepeopleinthespiritofnationalintegration.
(g)Itleadstoachievementofeasier,moreaccuratecommunicationasthe
nationincreaseseffortsofnationalintegration.
FactorsthatpromotenationalunityinKenya
a)Theconstitution.Thisisasetofrulesagreeduponbyagroupofpeoplewho
havechosentolivetogether.ItprovidesforequalityofallKenyansbeforethelaw.
ItGuaranteesequalopportunitiestoallKenyans.ItProvidesprotectionto
individualsagainstanyform ofdiscrimination/billofrights.Itprovidesfora
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unitarygovernment
b)Education.Thecurriculum aimsatensuringthatpupilsandstudentsfocuson
issuesthatunitethem.Theintegratededucationsystem encouragesthechildren
toacceptoneanotherasKenyans.Teachingofhistoryinschoolsencourages
unity.ReligiousstudiestaughtinschoolspromoterespectfortheSupremeBeing
andfellowhumanbeings.Musicanddramafestivalsinschoolspromoteunity
amongstudents.
c)Onegovernment.Ouronegovernment,withthethreearmsisrecognizedby
eachKenyansabodythatrunstheaffairsofthenation.
d)Thepresidency.Kenyahasonepresidentdespitethediversityinpartiesand
tribes.ThepresidencyunitesKenyans.
e)Nationallanguage.TheuseofKiswahiliastheofficiallanguageenables
Kenyanstointeractfreely.Kiswahilibecameanationallanguagein1975.Ithelps
overcomecommunicationbarriersandgivesKenyansasenseofbelongingand
identity
f)Economicgrowth.Thegovernmentattemptstoprovidesocialamenitiesto
Kenyanswithoutbias.Ithastriedtoachieveequitabledistributionofeconomic
resources.Urbanizationpromotessocializationandco-existenceamongKenyans.
TherealsotheuseofacommoncurrencygivingKenyansasenseofnationhood.
ThepolicyofofferingequalemploymentopportunitiestoallKenyanshasenabled
Kenyanstoworkinvariouspartsofthecountrywheretheyinteractfreely.
g)Nationalactivities.NationalholidaysremindKenyansoftheirhistory.
Agriculturalshowsenablesdifferenteconomicsectorsdisplayandadvertizetheir
goods.Gamesandsportspromoteunityastheybringtogetherpeopleofdifferent
communitiesforacommoncause.
h)Massmedia.ThemassmediainKenyaisinstrumentalinensuringthat
informationisdisseminatedtoallatthesametime.ItenablesKenyansfrom all
patstocontributetonationaldebates.
i)SymbolsofNationalunity.Nationalanthem promotesasenseofbelonging
amongKenyansandgivesthem anidentity.Existenceofthenationalflag
symbolizesnationalunity.
j)Thegovernmentencouragessocial,economicinteractionamongKenyanse.g.
throughmarriages,worshipetc.
FactorsthatunderminenationalunityinKenya
a)Tribalism –thisisthepracticeoffavouringpeoplewhoarefrom one’sown
ethnicgroupinemployment,admissiontoschoolsandallocationofresources.
Othersendupbeingdiscriminatedagainstthusleadingtohatredandenmity.
b)Nepotism –thisisthepracticeofpeoplefavouringtheirrelatives.Thisviceis
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similartotribalism
c)Theunequaldistributionofresourcescausesanimositybetweenthosewho
arefavouredandthosewhoarenot.
d)Politicalwrangles/Ethnicconflicts/clashesdiscourageco-operationamong
thecitizens.
e)Corruption–askingforandofferingofbribestoobtainandgiveservices
violatespeople’srightstoequaltreatment.Corruptioncreatessuspicionand
hatredamongpeoplesincethosewhocannotaffordtobribefeelcheatedand
frustrated.
f)Discriminationonthebasisofgenderdeniespeopletherighttoparticipate
equallyinnationaldevelopment.
g)Racism.Thisisdiscriminationonthebasisofcolour/race.Thiscreates
hatredandsuspiciousamongpeople.Thiswasacommoncauseofdisunity
duringthecolonialdays.
h)Religiousconflicts.InKenya,conflictsbetweentheMuslimsandCatholicsin
2000ledtodestructionofacatholicchurchinNairobi.Intoleranceofother
people’sreligionscreatesdisunity.
i)Partymembership.Multipartism inKenyahastosomeextendbecomeacause
ofdisunity.
Thecountryregularlybecomespolarizedonpartylinesespeciallywhenwenear
generalelections.SometimesmembersofpartiessuchasTNA,ODM,UDF,URP
etcdon’tseeeyetoeyeduringcampaigns.Therehasalsobeendiscriminationon
thebasisofpartymembership.
j)Poverty.Whenpeoplelackbasicneedssuchasfood,education,health,shelter
andclothing,anti-socialbehaviourarise.Forexample,stealingandviolence.
Criminalactivitiescreatefearandsuspicionandthereforediscouragenational
unity.
k)Ignorance.Lackofknowledgecreatesintoleranceofotherpeople’sviewsand
lackofappreciationofthedevelopmenttakingplacearound.Thismaycreate
unnecessarydivision.
StepshavebeentakenbytheKenyangovernmenttopromotenationalintegration
sinceindependence.
a)Thegovernmenthasdevelopednationalsymbolsliketheflag,anthem,andthe
courtofarms.Thesesymbolshavehelpedtoidentifyusasonenation.
b)Immediatelyafterindependencethethenonlymajoroppositionparty,KADU
wasdisbandedtohaveasinglepartysystem.Howeverthisdidnotworkforlong
as
Multipartism wasinevitablyreintroduced.
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c)Thegovernmentalsosetupanationalcurriculum inoureducational
institutions.Thiscreatesasenseofonenessdespitethediversity.
d)DeclaringKiswahilianationallanguage.In1975,Kiswahiliwasmadea
nationallanguageofcommunicationasasteptowardscurbingrampanttribalism.
ThishasgreatlyassistedasKenyansofdifferentdiversitycancommunicate.
e)PromotionandfosteringHarambeespirit.ThishasledtoCollective
participationindevelopmentprogrammesbypeoplefrom differentgroupswhich
havepromotednationalunity.
f)DuringthereignofpresidentMoitheNyayophilosophyofpeaceloveandunity
wasintroduced.Itstressedtheconceptofbeingmindfulofotherpeople’swelfare.
Itiscloselyrelatedtotheprincipalofmutualsocialresponsibilityasembodiedin
Africansocialism.
g)AnewconstitutioninKenyawaspromulgatedinaugust2010.This
constitutionpromisesalotofhopeintermsofunityasitmaybeanimportant
tooloffightingallvicesthathavediscouragedunity.Italsostressesequalrights
forall.
h)Thegovernmenthastriedtobridgethegapbetweentherichandthepoor
throughthecreationofanequalizationfundunderthenewconstitution.Through
thisfund,developmenteasilytricklesdowntoreachthedisadvantaged.
i)Abolitionofracialschoolshenceenrollingstudentsofdifferentbackgroundsin
thesameschools./Ethnicbalanceinpublicinstitutions.
j)Theteachingofhistoryinschoolshashelpedtocreateasenseofonenessas
Kenyansrealizethattheyshareacommonhistory.
k)Promotionofgames,sports,dramaandculturalactivities.Nationalgamesat
schoolandcollegelevelhavebeenasourceofinteraction.Thisisawayof
developingacommoncultureinthecountry
l)Thegovernmenthasmadeuseofmediatopropagateunity.
m)Abolitionofethnicorganizationsandgroupings.
n)Promotionofnationalpublicservicei.e.civilservantscanserveanywherein
thecountry..
Conflictresolution
Conflictreferstoasituationinwhichpeopleorgroupsareinvolvedinserious
disagreements,ordisputes.Conflictresolutionreferstotheprocessofsettlinga
disputewhenitoccurs
LevelsofconflictsfoundinKenya
a)Individualversusindividual.Thisiswheretwopeopledisagreeforpolitical,
economicorsocialreasons.
b)Groupversusgroup.Thistypeofconflictinvolvesonegroupagainstanother
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alsoduetopolitical,socialandeconomicreasons.
c)Individualversusstate.Suchaconflictofanindividualagainstthestatemay
bepoliticalespeciallyonefeelshis/herrightsarebeingviolatedbythestate.
d)Stateversusstate.Thisisacasewhereastateisindisagreementwith
anotherstatemaybeoverboundarylikewasthecasebetweenKenyaandUganda
duringthereignifIdiAmindada
e)Groupversusstate.Thismaybecausedbyforexampleatradeunion
demandingtheimprovementofthetermsandconditionsofserviceofits
members.ForexamplethestandoffbetweenKNUTandKUPPETononehand
andthegovernmentoverharmonizationofthesalariesofteacherswiththoseof
civilservantsin2012leadingtoacountrywidestrikeinSeptember2012.
Thefactorsthatcauseconflict
(h)Differenceinviewsarisingfrom backgroundbeliefs,socialandpolitical
standingandvalues.
(i)Economicdifferences.E.g.whenconsumersfeelexploitedbybusinessmen,
whenemployeesfeelexploitedbyemployers.Etc.
(j)Politicaldifferencesbasedonideologicalorientationi.e.capitalism versus
socialism.
(k)Socialdifferences,forexampletribalclashes,religiousconflicts,racial

discrimination,age/sexdifferences.
(l)Limitedland/economicresources-unfairdistributionofland,mineralresources,
waterresources,etc.
Peacefulmethodsofconflictresolution
a)Diplomacy/negotiation.Thisisadialoguebetweentwowarringpartiesinorder
toreachanagreementoveradispute.Thefollowingstepsarefollowedin
negotiation;
a.Factfinding-negotiationstartswithfindingoutallthefactsabouttheconflict
thatistobesolved.Atthisstage,thelawsorguidelinestobefollowedarealso
lookedat.
b.Discussion.Duringthisstage,afriendlyenvironmentiscultivatedtoenable
discussionofworkablesolutions.Thisisusuallyagiveandtakesituation.
c.Reachinganagreement.Thepointsofagreementreachedshouldbefairto
bothpartieswithbothfeelingtheyhavebenefited.Eachpartyshouldbewillingto
comprisefornegotiationtosucceed.
b)Arbitration–thisislikeaninformalcourtwhereaneutralperson(arbitrator)is
chosentoresolvethedisputebylisteningtobothsidesandhelpthem reachan
acceptabledecision.
Arbitrationprocedure:
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a.Bothsidesinvolvedinconflictpresentstheircaseastheyknowittothe
arbitrator.
b.Afterlisteningtothecomplainant’sstory,thearbitratormakesquestionsto
clarifysomeaspectsofthestory.Theothergroupmayalsoseekclarification.
c.Thesecondgroupthenrespondstothestorybythefirstgroupbya
representative.Thearbitratoragainasksquestionsforclarification.
d.Ongroundsofapplicablerules,thearbitratorshouldconsiderthefactsand
thenmakeadecision.
c)Mediation–apersonwhoisnotinvolvedintheconflicttriestohelpthe
warringpartiesreachanamicableagreement.Thepartiesinvolvedmustbe
willingtolistenandcomeupwithgoodideasthatcanhelpthem solvethe
disagreement.
Stepsfollowedinmediation:
~ Step1.Themediatorexplainstherulesasameansofhelpingthetwoparties
reachanagreementandnotimposingadecisiononthem.
~ Step2.Givingthetwopartiesinvolvedintheconflictchancetoexplainintheir
ownwordswhattheproblem is.TheComplainantexplainsfirstandthenthe
defendant.
~ Step3.Themediator,afterlistening,summarizesthestoriesfrom eachparty
andalsoidentifiesthefacts.
~ Step4.TheMediatorsuggeststhesolutionsandinvitesthetwopartiestogive
theiropinionsofthesolutionsproposed.
~ Step5.Dependingonthetwoparties’reaction,thesolutionislookedatafresh
andthenanacceptablesolutionidentified.
~ Step6.Theacceptableagreementreachedisthenwrittendownandeachparty
hastobecommittedtoit.
d)Litigation.Thisiswhereonepartytakestheothertocourtandthecourt
makesjudgmentsthatarebiddingonbothsides.
e)Legislation–wheretheparliamentpasseslawstocontrolconflict.
f)Workshops–thisiswhereconflictingpartiestalkinthepresenceof
facilitatorsandtriestoworkoutaresolutiontotheproblem.
g)Armsinspection–thegovernmentinordertobuildconfidenceandprevent
misunderstandingbetweenwarringpartiescarriesitout.
Negativemethodsofconflictresolution
a.Subjugation(useofwar)
b.Avoidingresponsibilityandrefusingtoacceptdefeat
c.Appeasement/compromise.
Underwhatcircumstancesviolentmethodmaybeusedinresolvingconflict?
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a.Whenlawandorderisbrokenandthealternativeistheuseofforce
b.Incaseofserioussocialunrest
c.Strikingstudentsorworkers,streetmobsandbandits
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