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SECTION B


TASK 3: READING COMPREHENSION. (10 MARKS) Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow

It was a normal for the boys to spend the afternoon together, just walking and at times, looking after the flock of sheep. This particular afternoon, Musau, Riko and Buti were together on a farm. They were scaring birds that were destroying the corn. They liked doing it for it led to something else.

They had managed to hit two birds with the sling they carried and it is this made them decide to take

a break. With the matchbox Musau had, they quickly gathered some dry wood and made a fire. It was while they were roasting the birds that strong wind started blowing smoke into Riko’s eyes. He coughed repeatedly and rolled away and that is how the bush caught fire.

In minutes, the boys were yelling and running to the nearby homes for help which came almost instantly. The villagers liked helping one another before finding out how the problem started. Young men broke branches and helped to put out the fire.

“How did this fire start?” asked one of them. The boys looked at Musau not knowing if they should be truthful or not. Either had a consequence.

“We were lying low in the middle of the farm. We wanted to catch squirrels. Suddenly we saw birds flying from those homes over there” Musau said. He didn’t even smile.

“Oh, I know. Some birds pick grains from fireplaces to use to build their nests. One of them must have picked such and if it had been smouldering, the fire started in flight and the bird dropped it. It scared the other birds and they flew away,” put in another villager.

“Yes, we got shocked how it started on its own,” said Riko and Buti almost in a chorus. Then, one of the dogs jumped to where the fire had died and grabbed the two partially birds. The boys held their breaths but they got saved by someone else.

“You see, the fire wasn’t all that bad. The dog has got some rats,” and the men laughed as they moved away. Musau was lucky no one noticed he had a match box in his pocket.

	(a)
	
	At.........................................................................................................................................................aroundwhattimedidthisactivitytakeplace?
	(1 mark)

	(b) State one bad thing and one good one the boys did that afternoon.
	

	..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
	(1 mark)

	(c)
	
	Explain who among the boys could have been blamed for the fire outbreak.
	

	
	
	
	(1 mark)

	(d) How do you did the dog save the boys?
	
	
	
	

	.........................................................................................................................................................
	
	
	(1 mark)

	2.
	
	Read the following story and then answer and then answer the questions that follow
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	He stood at the door, knocked at it gently twice.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	“Yes, please come in,” mother responded.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	“Sorry, I’m just asking for a cup of water,” he said, standing at the same spot. We all looked at him. We

	had never seen him before. He looked dusty and thirsty. His clothes too, spelt a man who had walked for

	some time. He had no hair on his head and we could see sweat glistering on it.
	
	

	
	“Just come in, please,” mother insisted. Reluctantly, he walked in and sat on the chair nearest to the door.

	Then, Anna brought him the water which he gulped down very fast.
	
	

	
	
	“Please do take a cup of tea,” mother requested. He neither said yes or no so, hurriedly Anna brought

	the flask of tea and some slices of bread. After he was through, mother asked, “where are you from?” the

	man looked at her then looked down.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	“I'm from the far East, Kilema village. I’ve been walking for two days to see my son who is a doctor in

	that town. He has not been home for long and the mother is sick,” he said
	
	

	
	
	Mother went to her room and returned with a two hundred shilling note. The mans eye's lit as he took the

	money with two hands.
	
	
	
	
	

	(a)
	
	What.........................................................................................................................................................showsthatthemanwasnotabadone?
	
	
	(1 mark)

	(b) Give a reason why you think the man was reluctant to enter the house.
	

	..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
	(1 mark)

	(c)
	
	Describe the character of mother according to this excerpt.
	

	
	
	
	(1 mark)

	(d) Why do you think mother gave the stranger the money?
	

	.........................................................................................................................................................
	(1 mark)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	Read the story below and then answer the questions that follows.
	
	

	
	
	You must have travelled by public means from one place to another.
	To start with, one has to carry the

	fare expected for the journey. The conductors in most cases are rough. That is to say, they want the money as

	soon as you board. They have no time for excuses or less fare. The good ones do listen but the bad ones

	would even overcharge you and get away with it.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	You need to choose the vehicle going to your destination. If you don’t you could be disappointed. Avoid

	listening and depending on other people's telephone conversation. The vehicle could be heading towards

	Kericho yet you could hear someone say he or she is approaching Nandi Hills! Once you are sure you are on

	the right vehicle, be calm.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Do not imagine all journeys could go as you wish. Delays are common and depend on so many factors.

	Some of these are traffic jams, state of the road, condition of the vehicle, competence of the driver, weather

	at that time and even your fellow passengers. Always believe in estimated arrival time not exact time. After

	all, even aeroplanes never keep time!
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	The care of your luggage. Conductors will always remind you about this. You can see it written on the

	ticket. Avoid stopping the bus from time to time to go for a call of nature. This could be a problem to the

	others.
	
	
	
	(4 marks)

	In about 100 words, summarise how one should prepare and travel by public transport.
	

	Rough copy
	
	
	
	
	

	
	.....................................................................................................................................................................
	

	
	.....................................................................................................................................................................
	

	
	.....................................................................................................................................................................
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Fair copy

.....................................................................................................................................................................

	.....................................................................................................................................................................

	.....................................................................................................................................................................

	.....................................................................................................................................................................

	TASK 4: GRAMMAR
	
	

	4. Write a word that is pronounced in the same way as the given word.
	(3 marks)

	(a) Whole .........................................................................
	

	(b) Seen  .........................................................................
	

	(c) Face  .........................................................................
	

	5. Fill in the blank spaces with the correct pronoun given in brackets.
	(3 marks)

	(a) This is visitor ..................................................
	(whom/who) visited us last week.

	(b) The boy ..................................................
	(who/whom) I helped was very grateful.

	(c) ..................................................
	(Whatever/Whoever) needs treatment must go to the hospital.

	6. Complete the given sentences using the correct form of the given word.
	(3 marks)

	(a) The meeting started with the ..................................................
	of the chief. (arrive)

	(b) The workers were warned because of frequent ...................................................
	(absent)

	(c) Some roads were..................................................
	destroyed by the floods. (complete)

	7. Fill in the blank spaces with one of the prepositions given in the brackets.
	(3 marks)

	(a) There must be somebody ..................................................
	the door. (in/at)
	

	(b) He was disqualified ..................................................
	competing due to his age. (to/from)

	(c) The lizard disappeared ..................................................
	the hole before the cat could catch it. (into/in)


8. Join the following sentences using the correct conjuction from the ones given in brackets. (3 marks)

(a) Asha is slow .................................................. sure. (and/but)

(b) You can stay at home .................................................. go and play with your friends. (also/or)

(c) He wanted too hard.................................................. fail the exams. (but/to)

	SECTION C
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In this section answer four questions only. Question 9, 10 and 13 are compulsory. Answer either

	questions 11 or 12. Write your answer in the spaces provided
	
	
	

	TASK 5: ORAL LITERATURE AND POETRY
	that follow
	
	

	9. Read the story below and then answer questions
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Jackal was hungry. He moved from one end of the forest to the other but he got no animal to catch. In

	fact, he became hungrier and felt more thirsty. He was sure if nothing drastic happened, he would be forced

	to eat whatever comes his way or he dies.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	It was while he was thinking of what to do that crow came and perched on a tree above him. In its beak

	was a fresh piece of meat, still dropping blood and he knew he had to act fast or else he would lose it. He

	was also aware that crow liked being praised.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	“Beautiful bird, black and white. You look smart and clean. All other birds admire you but they say only

	one bad thing about you, that you are a poor singer. I’ve tried convincing them of your talent because I have

	heard you sing gloriously up the tree severally. Can you try out the song,'the bright lake’? I will still

	convince them,” said jackal. Crow did not waste even a second. He opened his mouth and the fresh meat

	dropped into jackal's open mouth and needless to say, that marked the end of their friendship.

	(a)
	Why......................................................................................................................................................didjackalthinkoftrickingcrowoutofthepieceofmeat?
	(2 marks)

	(b) State the main reason why crow perched on the tree.
	

	............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
	(2 marks)

	(c)
	By mentioning a specific title of a song, jackal intended to
	

	
	
	(2 marks)

	(d) Explain the main reason that made the friends to part ways.
	

	......................................................................................................................................................
	(2 marks)

	10.
	Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TO YOUNG READERS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Good books are
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Bandages and voyages
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	And linkages to light
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	And keys and hammers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Ripe redeemers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Dials and bells and
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Healing hallelluhya
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Good books are good nutrition

A reader is a guest

Nourished by riches of the feast

To lift, to launch and to applaud

The world

(Gwendolyn Brooks)

(a) Identify a pair of words that rhyme in sound in stanza 1

.................................................................................................................................................. (2 marks)

(b) What does the poet mean by saying a good book is a linkage to high? Explain.

..................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

(c) State the use of a key and hammer and how a book is related to them.

...................................................................................................................................................(2marks)

(d) What is the poet's comparison to good book at the end?

...................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

TASK 6

Choose one question only.

Either

11. Read the excerpt below and then answer the questions that follows

Rael reached her home and found her children looking gloomy. She expected them to run towards her, tag on her dress, carry her basket and welcome her home. They needed none of these. Instead, they remained seated on the low stools at the eaves of the house. She knew something not good had happened in her absence.

The truth of the matter was, the baby was sick and they believed it was their responsibility or rather, irresponsibility that had led to this.

“Where's Nana?” she asked.

“She’s sleeping. She vomited,” Dusi replied.

“She never sleeps for three hours, no” Rael said.

“She woke up. We found her putting things in her mouth. She was crying,” Dusi replied.

“ You found her? Where were you when she was wakening?” No one could answer her. She threw the basket down and rushed into the house. She picked the baby who woke up and smiled as if she was aware of the tension in the home.

(a) What was Rael's expectation upon return from the market?

...................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

(b) Give the reason for the moody atmosphere Rael found in her home.

...................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

(c) When the baby smiled, she made the mother and the girls relieved for different reasons. State the reasons

...................................................................................................................................................(2marks)

(d) What do you think Rael tell the girls in the end?

...................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

OR

12. Read the excerpt below and then answer questions that follow.

The sky was becoming cloudy but Tula who knew how to read the local weather, claimed he was sure it would rain earliest at night. They walked talking about this and worrying about nothing at all. When Bekudda suggested that they walk faster, he remarked, "are you in charge of the kitchen today?” They all laughed even louder.

They were approaching home and the clouds too, were drifting quite low. The wind was blowing stronger and it looked as if Tulas prediction would be off the mark. They reminded him but still he did not bother. As the others rushed, he convinced himself that those were simply bearing rain for elsewhere. Then, without warning, the rain started falling in droplets!

Tula broke into a run but it was too late. He was wet and drenched and wondered how he would defend himself the following day.

(a) Who are the main characters in this story?

...................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

(b) The response Tula gave to Bekuda's suggestion shows that

...................................................................................................................................................(2marks)

(c) Describe Tulas character in reference to his activities in this excerpt.

...................................................................................................................................................(3 marks)

(d) In the end, only Tula was rained on. How would you convince the rest the following day if you were him?

...................................................................................................................................................(2 marks)

