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CHRISTIANRELIGIOUSEDUCATION

FORMONENOTES
(isabokemicah@gmail.com)

INTRODUCTIONTOCHRISTIANRELIGIOUSEDUCATION

THEIMPORTANCEOFLEARNINGCRE

DefinitionofChristianReligiousEducation(CRE)

ChristianReligiousEducationisthestudyofGod’srevelationtohuman

beingsthroughscriptures,thepersonsofJesusChristandtheHolySpirit.

WhydoschoolsstudyCRE?

TherearemanyreasonswhyschoolsstudyCRE.Someofthereasonsare

to:

a)EnableyoutodevelopapersonalrelationshipwithGod.

a)HelpyoutoacquirebasicprinciplesofChristianliving.

b)Helpyoutodevelopasenseofself-respectandrespectforothers.

c)Helpyoutodeveloppositiveattitudesandvalues,whichhelpyoutocope

withchallengesoflife.

d)Contributetothemoralandspiritualdevelopmentofstudents.

e)Helpyoutocontributepositivelytothetransformationofanindividual

andthesocietyaswhole.

f)Helpyoutoidentifyanswerstosituationsoflife,includingdeathand

Eternallife.

g)Helplearnerstoidentifyanswerstolife’squestions.

h)Promotesinternationalconsciousness.

i)Helpyoutounderstandyourself.

j)Promoteculturalintegration.

k)EnableyoutoacquireabetterunderstandingofGod.

l)Unitepeople.

m)Guideyouinchoosingacareer

n)HelpyoutoappreciateAfricanreligiousheritageandotherreligions.

o)Promotelivingvaluessuchashonestyconcernforothers,kindness,love



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

andunity.

THEBIBLE

TheBibleisthesacredbookcontainingGod’srevelationtopeople.Itisthe

inspiredwordofGod.ItisthebookthroughwhichGodcommuni-cateswith

Hispeople.

TheBibleasthewordofGod

TheBibleisthewordofGodbecause:

a)ThewrittenscripturecontainGod’sword.

b)ThroughtheBibleGodcommunicateshiswilltohumans.

c)Itcontainswordwrittenbyinspiredauthorssuchastheprophetswho

weresentbyGod.

d)GodhimselftookpartinthewritingoftheBible.E.g.Godisbelievedto

havewrittentheTenCommandments

e)ItcontainsthehistoryofsalvationrealizedthroughJesusChrist.

f)TheWordgivesrevelationtomysteries.

g)TheBiblecontainsamessageofhopeandreconciliation.

h)ItrevealsthatGodcontrolledwhatwasbeingwrittenandwhatHeinte-

ndedthewriterstopasstothepeople.

TheBibleasalibrary

TheBibleisreferredtoasalibrarysinceitisacollectionofinspiredscri-

pturesorbooks.TheBiblecontains66books.TheBibleisdividedintothe

OldTestamentandtheNewTestament.TheOldTestamentcontains39

bookswhiletheNewTestamentcontains27books.However,theRo-man

CatholicChurchaccepts7additionalbooksreferredtoasApocryphaor

Deuteroorcanonicalbooks.ThewordApocryphameanshiddenorsecret.

TheyareEsdras(1,2),Tobit,Judith,Ecclesiaticus,Baarchand

Maccabees.

WhytheBibleisalibrary

Severalstudiesshowthat:

a)TheBiblecontains(66)bookjustlikealibraryhasmanybooks.TheBible
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isacollectionofbooksarrangedinseries.

b)TheBibleisareferencebookforChristians.TheauthorsoftheBiblehad

aspecialspiritualguidance;henceeachbookwaswrittenforapur-pose.

c)Thebookswerewrittenatdifferenttimesinhistory.

d)TheBiblehasliteraryworks.

e)TheBookswrittencontaindifferenttopics.

f)TheBiblehasdifferentbookswrittenbydifferentauthors.

g)ThebooksoftheBiblewerewrittenunderdifferentsituationsandcir-

cumstances.

THEBIBLE:MAJORDIVISIONSANDITSBOOKS

MajordivisionsoftheBible

Thebibleisdividedintotwomajordivisions.ThesearetheOldTestame-nt

with(39Books)andtheNewTestamentwith(27Books).Theword

TestamentmeanscovenantoragreementwithGod.

TheOldTestamentbooksaredividedinto:

a.BooksofthelaworthePentateuchorTorah.

b.Historicalbooks.

c.PoeticBooks

d.Propheticbooks.

LawbooksorthePentateuchorTorah

Thebooksoflaware(i)Genesis(ii)Exodus(iii)Leviticus(iv)Numbers(v)

Deuteronomy.

Moseswrotethesebooks.TheycontainthelawofGodasitwasgivento

thepeopleofIsraelthroughMoses.Theyalsocontainthehistoryofthe

Israelitesfrom creationtothetimetheyenteredthePromisedLand.The

authorMosesisregardedasalawgiver,teacherandprophet.

Historicalbooks

Therearethe12consecutivebooksfrom (i)Joshua(ii)Judges(iii)Ruth(iv)

1,2Samuel(v)1,2Kings(vi)1,2Chronicles(vii)Ezra(viii)Nehemiah(ix)

Esther.These12booksrecordthehistoryoftheIsraelites.

Theyalsocontaininformationaboutthelifeandachievementsofsome
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prophets,forexample,thelifehistoryofElishaandElijah.

Exercise1–Gothroughthe12booksandcheckpagebypagethenames

ofotherprophets.

PoeticBooks

Thebooksarepoeticinnature.Thepoeticbookscontainwisesayings,

songs,andprayers.Thepoeticbooksare(1)Psalmswhichwaswrittenby

David(ii)Proverbs(iii)Ecclesiastes(iv)SongofSolomonwrittenby

Solomonand(v)Job.

Propheticbooks

Thesearedividedintomajorandminorprophets.Aprophetisamesse-

ngerofGod,orGod’sspokesperson.AprophetisamouthpieceofGod.

Prophetspassinformationandmessagesfrom Godtothepeople.Theyare

messengersfrom God.Theirmessagesfrom Godconcernthefuture.

FiveMajorPropheticBooks

Themajorpropheticbooksareby(i)Isaiah(ii)Jeremiah(iii)

Lamentations(iv)Ezekieland(v)Daniel.Thebooksarenamedafter

theprophetswhoprophesiedandprobablywrotethem.Jeremiah

wrotelamentations.TheseprophetsarecalledMajorProphets

becausetheycoveralongerperiodoftime.Theirprophe-ciesarelong,

andtheyprophesiedoveralongperiodoftime.

MinorProphets.Thereare12booksof(1)Hosea(2Joel(3)Amos(4)

Obadiah(5)Jonah(6)Micah(7)Nahum (8)Habakkuk(9)Zephaniah

(10)Haggai(11)Zechariahand(12)Malachi.Thesebooksareby

MinorProphetswhoaresaidtohaveprophesiedoverashorterperiod

oftimeifyoucomparethem withtheMajorProphets.

NewTestamentbooksare:

a.BiographicalbooksorGospels.

b.Historicalbooks(ActsoftheApostles).

c.TheEpistles.

d.ApocalypticorPropheticbook

a)BiographicalbookorGospels
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GospelmeansGoodNews.ThedisciplesofJesuswrotethebiographical

books.Theycontaininformationaboutthebirth,life,ministry,death,and

resurrectionofJesusChrist.Thebiographicalbooksarefour.(i)Mathew–

WrittenbyMathew(ii)Mark–WrittenbyMark(iii)Luke–WrittenbyLuke,

thedoctorand(iv)John–writtenbyJohn(thebeloveddiscipleofJesus

Christ)

b)Historicalbooks

Thereisonehistoricalbook,whichistheActsoftheApostles.Luke,the

writeroftheSt.Luke’sGospel,wroteit.ThebookofActstellsusthehistory

oftheearlychurch.

c)TheEpistles

TherearetwoEpistles:PaulineEpistlesandGeneralEpistles.Pauline

EpistlesareletterswrittenbyPaul.Theyare13lettersthatPaulwroteto(1)

Romans(2,3)1,2Corinthians(4)Galatians(5)Ephesians(6)Philip-pines(7)

Colossians(8,9)1,2Thessalonians(10,11)1,2Timothy(12)Titusand(13)

Philemon.

GeneralEpistlesareletterswrittentothechurchbyotherpeople.The

lettersare8innumber.They(1)Hebrews(2)James(3,4)1,2Peter(5,6,7)1,

2,3,Johnand(8)Jude

d)ApocalypticorPropheticbook

ThisisthebookofRevelation.ItisthelastbookintheNewTestament.Itis

differentfrom otherbooks.Thisisbecauseitispropheticofthingstocome.

Itisaboutthefuture.ItwaswrittenbyJohnthebeloveddiscipleofJesus

Christ.

MAJORBIBLETRANSLATIONSFROM THEORIGINALLAN-GUAGESTO

LOCALLANGUAGES

ThesebooksoftheBibleareacceptedastheCanonoftheBible.Theterm

CanonmeansStandardorguidanceorrule.Translationmeansexpression

ofbooksbywordsandpictures,poemsandsongsfrom onelanguageto
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another.TheOldTestamentwasoriginallywritteninHebrew,thelangua-ge

oftheIsraelites.Thenbetween250–100BC,itwastranslatedtotheGreek

language.TheGreektranslationoftheBiblewasknownasSeptua-gint.

Thisterm refersto70translators.TheJewsindispersionorDiasporaused

thistranslation.TheseweretheJewslivingoutsidePalestine.

Between386–420A.D.Jerome,agreatChristianScholar,translatedthe

entirebiblefrom GreekintoLatin,thelanguageoftheRomans.Thistran-

slationwascalledVulgate.ChristiansusedtheLatintranslationoftheBible

uptothe16thcentury.Duringthereformationinthe16thCentury,

Christianswereencouragedtousetheirownnativelanguagesinworship.

From thattime,theBiblewastranslatedintoEnglishandGerman.As

Christianityspreadtodifferentpartsoftheworld,therewastheneedfor

translationsoftheHolyBibleintovariouslanguages.In1804,theBritish

formedtheForeignBibleSociety,whichtranslatedtheBibleintomany

languages.

JohannLudwigKrapftranslatedtheNewTestamentintoKiswahili.This

wasthefirstBibletranslationinEastAfrica.Sincethattime,theBible

SocietyofKenyahastranslatedtheBibleintootherlanguagessuch

asKikuyuin1951,Kikambain1956,Kimeruin1964,Kalenjinin1968,and

Luhyain1974.By1980theBiblehadbeentranslatedinto29Kenyan

languages.Todate(2010)theBiblehasbeentranslatedinto42languages

ofKenya.

TranslationandversionsusedinKenyatoday

Besidesbibletranslationintoseverallanguages,therearemanyEnglish

translationversions,whicharecommonlyusedinKenya.Theseare(i)King

JamesVersion(ii)Jerusalem Bible(iii)NewInternational

version(iv)EnglishBible(v)TheAuthorizedVersion(vi)GoodNews(vii)

RevisedStandardVersion(viii)NewKingJamesVersion(ix)AmplifiedBible

(x)ThelivingBible(xi)TheAfricanBible(xii)CommonBible(xiii)Today’s

EnglishBible(xiv)Americanversionamongothers.

WritingoftheBible
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By2010,theBibleSocietyofKenyahadtranslatedtheBibleinto42Kenyan

languages.TheneedtoreadtheBibleledtowritingofBiblereading

materialstoteachliteracyinlocallanguages.Thosewhowrote

theBibleuseddifferentstyles,andfiguresofspeechtomaketheir

messagevividandclear.Severalliteraryformswereusedinthewritingof

theBible.

Theseare:

a.PoetryinPsalms

Activity

a)ReadPsalmsandnoticethepoetryusedbyDavidwhenhewrotepsalms

b)ReadJob.Noticetherhythm ofthewords

c)TurntoyourEnglishtextbook–theIntegratedEnglish.Readtopic4on

soundandpatterninpoetry.

d)ReadanyPsalm andanyversefrom Job.Whatdoyounotice?

OtherliteraryformsthatareusedintheBibleare:

i)ProseinLeviticus,whichisaLegislativetext

ii)WisesayingsinProverbs

iii)PropheticspeechesbyJeremiah

iv)PrayersbyNehemiah

v)LoveSongs,forexample,theSongsofSolomon

vi)Letters.HereseePaulineEpistles(Romans)

vii)Gospels,forexample,Mark’sGospel

viii)Religiousevents,forexample,Exodus

ix)Narratives,forexample,Genesis

x)Philosophicalessays,forexample,thebookofJob.Herenotetheuseof

metaphorsandsimilesinphilosophicalessays.

TheeffectsofBibletranslationsonAfricanlanguages

Bibletranslations:

i)IncreasedanddeepenedAfricanfaithinGod.

ii)Ledtoincreasedliteracy.AfterAfricansacquiredliteracyskills,theyread

theBibleandimprovedtheirliteracyskills.Christianmissionaries



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

establishedschoolsinordertoteachliteracythathelpedAfricantoreadthe

Bible.

ii)MadeiteasyformissionariestospreadthegospeltotheAfrican

communities.

iii)IncreasedthedemandfortheBible.ThisledtowritingofBooksand

settingupofprintingpressesinAfricancountries.

iv)Madeiteasyfortheexpansionofthechurchi.e.morepeoplebecame

Christians.

v)Ledtotheemergenceofindependentchurchesandschools.

vi)ThemissionariesandcolonialistslearnttheAfricanlanguages.

vii)TheAfricanconvertsrealizedthatthemissionarieswereunfairtothem.

TherewasforexampleadifferenttreatmentofAfricanbyWhite

missionaries.Thiswasinequalityofraces,whichwasandisevennow

againstChristianteachings.

viii)HelpedAfricanstore-discovertheirculturalidentity.Forexamplethe

useofAfricaninstruments,dressings,andpracticeofpolygamy,which

DavidandotherkingsintheOldTestamentdid.

ix)LedtothewritingsandspreadofAfricanlanguages.Themissionaries

learntlocallanguages.

x)Improvedcommunicationsbetweenmissionariesandthelocalpeople

becausetheycouldunderstandeachother.

xi)Increasedprintingofreadingmaterials

TheeffectsofBibletranslationsonAfricanscommunities

AfterthefirstBibletranslations,therewereimmediateeffectsorinfluences

onsomecommunities.Forexample,somecommunityleadersdidnot

agreewiththeChristianteachings.Somewantedtoretainaspectsoftheir

Africanreligion.Asaresult,somecommunitieswhodisagreedwithBible

translationsestablishedtheirownChristiandenominationsinorderto

preachtheBible,astheyunderstoodit.Thiswastheemergenceof

independentchurches.SomeAfricancommunitiesbuiltindependent

schoolswheretheirchildrencouldlearnhowtoreadandwritewithout
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beingforcedtopracticealltheChristianteachings.

Reviewquestions

1)WhatistheimportanceofreadingtheBible?

2)HowistheBibleusedinsocietytoday?

3)HowdoestheKenyaGovernmentusetheBibletoday?

4)NamethemajordivisionsoftheBibleinboththeNewTestamentandthe

OldTestament

5)WhataretheeffectsofBibletranslationonAfricanlanguages?

6)WhyistheBiblereferredtoas(a)aLibraryand(b)theWordofGod

7)Whatisthemeaningoftheterm inspiration?

Studyactivities

1.ReadtheBiblequotationsgivenabove.

2.Carryoutroleplayse.g.thesacrificeofIsaacbyAbraham.

3.Visitoldpeopleinyourcommunityandaskthem aboutAfricanreligious

traditionalpractices.

CREATIONANDTHEFALLOFMAN(GENESIS1-3,6-9,11)

INTRODUCTION

Inthistopic,youshalllearnaboutcreationandthefallofman.This

informationisinGenesis.

BIBLICALACCOUNTSOFCREATIONANDTHEIRMEANINGS

ThebookofGenesisbeginswithtwocreationstories.Thefirstcreation

storyisinGenesischapterone.ThesecondcreationstoryisinGenesis

chaptertwo.

Thetwocreationstories

ThefirstcreationstoryisinGenesischapterone.Thesecondcreationstory

isinGenesischaptertwo.Thisstoryislikeasongorpoem.It’swritten,“Let

therebe…”and“Godsawthatitwasgood…toseparate,”and“therewas

eveningandmorningon…”Eachcreationistakenasaday.Thecreation

tookplaceinthefollowingorder.Itisorderly:

1stday–Godcreateddayandnight(Lightanddarkness)

2ndday–TheHeavens(sky)
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3rdday–TheEarth,Water/Sea,Vegetation(Plants,trees,grass)

4thday–Sun,MoonandStars

5thday–Birds,SeaCreatures

6thday–Animals,Livestock,Manwasthelastcreation(humanbeings)

7thday–Godrestedandblessedthe7thdayandmadeitholy.

Inthiscreationstory,weseeGodcreatingthingsinanorderlymanner,day

afterdayuntilthe6thday.Itwaslastinthefirstaccount.

Godcreatedmanfrom dustandbreathedintohisnostrilsbeforeanything

elseismentioned.GodthenputmanintheGardenofEden,whichHehad

madeforhim sothatmancouldtillandkeepit.Thegardenwasplanted

eastwardinEden.Outoftheground,Godmadeeverytreetogrow.Inthe

middleofthegarden,therewasthetreeofknowledgeofgoodandevil.Man

wasgiventheresponsibilityoftillingandconservingthegarden.Manwas

commandedtoeatofeverytreeinthegardenexceptthetreeof

knowledgeofgoodandevil.Ariverflowedfrom thegardenandthenit

separatedintofourtributaries.Godsawthatmanshouldnotbealone

henceHemadehim ahelper/mate;awomanfrom oneoftheman’sribs.

Manwasalsogiventheresponsibilityofnamingalltheanimalsinthe

garden.ThereismentionofGodrestingafterwork
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Differencesbetweenthetwocreationstories
FIRSTACCOUNT SECONDACCOUNT

Mentionswhatwascreatedon

whichday.Eachcreationtakesa

day.

-Thisstoryislikeasongora

poem.It’swritten,“Letthere

be…”and“Godsawthatitwas

good…toseparate”,and“there

waseveningandmorning…”

-Itisorderly.

-Mentionswhatwascreatedon

whichday.

-Riversandgardenarenotme-

ntioned.

-Manandwomanwerecreated

together.

-Nomentionoftheknowledge.

-Marriageisforprocreation.

-Sun,moon,stars,skyare

mentioned

-Godrestedontheseventhday

hencetheSabbathday

-doesn’tmentionthedailyactivities

ofGOD

-Thestoryisinprose.Forexample

“…andGodsaid…anditwas

evening...”

-Notorderlywaslastinthefirst

account

-Doesn’t’mentionwhatwascreated

onwhichday

-Mentionsrivers,andgardenfor

tilling

-Womanwascreatedfrom ribsof

man

-Mentionoftheknowledge

-Marriageisforcompanionship

-Sun,moon,stars,skyarenot

mentioned

-Mentionofrestingafterworkbut

Sabbathdayisnotmentioned

Similaritiesbetweenthetwoaccountsofcreation

Inbothcreationaccounts:

a)MenandwomenarecreatedbyGodandaregivenspecialreferences.
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Manandwomanarespecialto

God.

b)Godrestedaftercreation.

c)Godprovidedthesourceoffood.

d)Godisportrayedasthesolecreatoroftheuniverseandeverythinginit.

e)Manisgiventheresponsibilityofcontrollinganimals,birdsandplants

thatGodcreated

Activity

Findoutthedifferencesbetweenthetwocreationstoriesandwritethem

down.Nowcomparethem withmyanswer.

ATTRIBUTESOFGODFROM THEBIBLICALCREATIONACCOUNTS

ThecreationstoriestellusthatGodis:

(i)Thesolecreatorandtheonlysourceoflife

(ii)ImmortalandEternal

(iii)Heisselfexistent

(iv)Godoforder

(v)Sourceofgoodnessandtruehappiness

(vi)Holy,mercifulandjust

(vii)Providerandsustaineroftheuniverseandallthatisinit

(viii)Allknowing(Omniscient)

(ix)Allpowerful(Omnipotent)

(x)Everywhere(Omnipresent)

(xi)ApersonalGod.

(xii)Hehasamindandawill

(xiii)MoralGod.Heisinterestedinthebehaviourofmanandwoman.He

commandsher/him todotherightthings.

TRADITIONALAFRICANUNDERSTANDINGOFCREATION

TraditionalAfricanviewofcreationisbroughtoutthroughtraditionalstories



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

ofcreation(Myths).TheAgikuyu,Akamba,GusiiandotherKenyan

communitieshavestoriesexplainingtheirorigin.Thesestories

giveeachcommunityasenseofbelonging,andidentity.Thestoriesexplain

themysteriesoflife.Thesestorieshavecommoncharacteristicsor

teachings.

ThusallAfricancommunitiesbelievethatGod:-

(i)Isthechiefarchitectoftheworld

(ii)Existedfrom theverybeginningoftime.

(iii)Createdeverythingoutofnothing.

(iv)Providesfortheneedsofhumanbeings.

(v)Wasdisobeyedbyhumanbeingswhohadlivedineternalbliss.This

blisscametoanendwhenhumanbeingsdisobeyedGod.

(vi)TheAfricancommunitieshaddifferentnamestodescribeGod.God

wasnotknownasGodbutastheCreatorofeverythingthatexistedonearth

andskies.HewasMumbiand“Mungai”toGikuyu.Hewasmasterofthe

universe.TheKambacalledHim …NgaiwaMatu.TheybelievedthatGod

continuestocreatethroughhumanbeings.

ExamplesofAfricancreationstories

1.TheKambabelievedthatGodcreatedmanandwomanthentossedthem

totheearth.

2.TheBukususaythatGodthecreator(WereKhakaba)createdtheworld

alone.

a.FirstGodcreatedheaventhencreatedtwoassistants,Mukhabaand

Murumwa.WeretheGodmadethesun,moon,stars,abigredcockwhich

crowswheneveritthunders,therains,therainbow,mountains,rivers,lakes,

streamsandalltheotherthingsonearth.

b.Createdawomanfortheman.

c.Createdplants,animals,birdsandothercreatures.

d.Creationworktooksixdays.OntheseventhdayWererested.

Activity

Askyourparentsaboutyourcommunitycreationstory.
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THETEACHINGSFROM THEBIBLICALCREATIONACCOUNTS

I.Godisresponsibleforallcreation.Heisthesolecreator.God’screation

wasgood.EverythingHecreatedGodsaiditwasgood.Itwaswithoutflaws

andmistakes.Godistheprovider.Godcreatedeverythingthatmanneeds.

Healsocreatedfoodforallanimalsandothercreatures.Godisorderly.

II.ManhasaspecialplaceinGod’screation.Manwasmadeasthekeeper

ofGodcreation.Manisaco-creatorandkeeperofGod’screationsincehe

wasmadeintheimageandlikenessofGod.Manwascomma-ndedtowork.

III.Awomanwasmadefrom theman’sflesh.Shejoinsmaninmarriage

andtheybecomeoneflesh.Godordainsmarriage.Humanbeingswere

createdtosocialize.

IV.SinisaresultofmanandwomandisobedienceofGod.

ResponsibilitiesgiventohumanbeingsbyGodintheGenesisstoriesof

creation

Aftercreatingmanandthenwoman,Godaskedmanto:

a.Reproduceandmultiply.

b.RuleovertherestofHiscreations.

c.Beinchargeofthefish,birds,andalltheanimals.

d.Cultivatethegardenandguardit.

e.Eatfrom thefruitsofthegardenexceptfrom thetreeofknowledgeof

goodandevil.

f.Nametheanimals.

g.Subduetheearth

h.Transform thecreationthatGodhasprovidedhumanbeingswith

i.Usecreation–forests,rivers,mountainswithresponsibilityandrespect.

j.BeastewardofGod’screation

k.EngineerGod’screationbycreatingthingsfrom thecreation

l.Dominatetheearth

Groupwork

Workintwosorthreesandanswerthesequestions.

i.Howdoesmanfulfillthecommandtosubdueandfilltheearth?
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ii.Howismanaco–creatorwithGod?

BIBLICALTEACHING:THEFALLOFMAN,ORIGINOFSINANDTHE

CONSEQUENCES

Introduction

Manandwomanfellfrom theGardenofEden.Thisexperienceisexpla-ined

ingenesischapter3verse4;chapter6verse9andchapter11.Inthese

verses,theBibleisteachingaboutsin,whichmadeAdam and

Evefall.

Sinisdefinedasiniquity,andguilt.Itistomissamark,totransgress.Sinis

arebellionoranoffenceagainstGod.Sinoriginatedwiththedisobedience

ofAdam andEve.Theyhadbeencommandednottoeatofthefruitsofthe

treeofknowledgeofgoodandevil–thetreeinthemiddleoftheGardenof

Eden.ButAdam andEveatethefruitafterbeingdeceivedbytheserpent.

Manhadthepowertoresisttemptationbutinsteadheyielded.Genesis

Chapter3verse6statesthatmanwantedtobewiseandthoughthow

wonderfulitwouldbetobecomewise…”hencesinarisesfrom thelackof

knowledgeofGod,from thedenialoftrustofGod.

Theconsequencesofsin

Aftersinning,wethehumanraceandsinners:

1)ReplacedfriendshipwithGodwithfearofGod.

2)Lostinnocence.Whathadbeeninnocentandgoodbecameshameful.

Adam andEvebecameashamedoftheirnakedness,somethingtheyhad

neverfeltbeforetheysinnedagainstGod.

3)LostgoodrelationshipwithGod.ThegoodrelationshipbetweenGodand

manwasbetrayed.Humanbeings–werealienatedfrom God.“TheLord

Godsenthim outoftheGardenofEden…”

4)Damagedtheperfectrelationshipbetweenmanandwoman.TheLord

saidtothewoman“Youwillhavedesireforyourhusband,yetyouwillbe

subjecttohim”.

5)Painbecamepartofhumanexperience.“Iwillgreatlymultiplyyourpain

inchildbearing”.
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6)Manbegantoilingandstrugglingtomeethisneeds…“Youwillhaveto

workhardandsweattomakethesoilproduceanything”

7)Thehomeofman,andtheearthitselfwasplacedunderacurse.“Cursed

isthegroundbecauseofyou.”

Enmitybetweenmanandwildanimalsemerged.

9)Manbegantodie.Deathsentenceispasseduponallmen.“Youwill

returntotheground…youaredust”

10)Manbegantohate.Mandevelopedmurderousfeelingsinhisheart,for

exampleCainkilledAbel,hisyoungerbrother.

11)Manchangedandbecamepronetosin.

12)Lifespanofmanwasreduced(seeGen.6:3)“Iwillnotallowpeopleto

liveforever,theywilllivenolongerthan120years”

13)Man’slanguagewasconfusedbyGodaftertheflood(readGen.11:7)

14)Sinledtoembarrassment,mistrust,suffering,pain,pride,arroganceand

death.

Summary

DisobedienceofGodbyAdam andEvebroughtserioussinconsequences

tohumanbeings.Sinbringssadnessandsufferingtomaneventoday.

Activity

Ingroupsoftwoorthree,discusstheoriginandconsequencesofsin.

CONCEPTOFEVIL

Introduction

Inthislesson,weshalldiscusstheconceptofevilastoldbythetraditi-onal

Africanreligionandthebiblicalwritings.Weshallstudysimilaritiesand

differencesofevilfrom thetworeligions.

Whatisevil?

InthetraditionalAfricansociety,evilwasanoffenceagainstGod,spirits

andancestors.Itwasalsoviewedasanoffenceagainstanotherpersonor

community.Evilwasalsoamisfortunethatcanbefallanindividualora

community.
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Whatarethecausesofevil?

ManyofthetraditionalAfricansocietiesdonotassociateGodwithevil.God

isnotthecreatorofevil.Somecommunitiesbelievethatevilisanexternal

powerthatexistsonitsown.ThusinthetraditionalAfricansociety,evilwas

understoodorexplainedassomethingmysteriousthatwascausedby

severalpeopleandthings.Thesewere:

a)Evilspirits

b)Ancestralspirits–duetodisobediencetothem

c)Someanimalslikethechameleonaresourcesofevil.TheAkamba

believedthatchameleonsbroughtevil.Othercommunitiesbelievedthatif

anowlcriesnearone’shomestead,itisasignofevil.

d)Peoplewithmysticalpowersforexamplemagic,sorcery,andwitchcraft

areevils

e)Ifamemberofacommunitybreaksataboobydisobedience,thisaction

maybringevilspirits.

f)Thespiritsofthedead;causeevil;iftheyarenotrememberedor

respected.Evilspiritscauseharm andviolence.

ConsequencesofevilintraditionalAfricansociety

Theseweremanyandrangedfrom (a)Barrenness(b)Drought(c)

Epidemics(d)Madness(e)Sickness(f)Death(g)Drowning(h)Burningina

house(i)War(j)Physicallyandmentallyhandicappedchildren(l)Rebellious

children

GOD’SPLANOFSALVATION

Afterthefallofman,Godtookstepstohealthedamagedsituationand

relationshipbetweenHim andAdam andEve.

GOD:

1.ProvidedclothingofskintoAdam andEve.

2.LookedforAdam andEvesincetheywerehidingfrom Hispresence.

3.ProvidedAdam andEvewiththeknowledgetofinddifferentfoods.
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4.Declaredenmitybetweenmanandthesnake.

5.HintedattheultimatevictoryofmanwhenHesaidthattheseedofthe

womanwouldcrushthesnakeorserpent’shead.Theserpentwouldattack

theheelofmanandwoman.

AllthroughtheOldTestament,andtheNewTestament,weseeGod’splan

ofsalvationbeingmanifested.Forinstance,GODchoseandseparated

Abraham from othercommunities.Thechildrenof

IsraelledbyMoses(weredelivered)from Egypt,.Godsentprophetsto

teachandwarntheIsraelitesofthedangersofsin.FinallyGodsenthisonly

sonJesusChristtodieonthecrosstosavehumankind.

SIMILARITIESANDDIFFERENCESBETWEENTRADITIONALAFRICANVIEW

OFEVILANDBIBLICALCONCEPTOFSIN

Similarities

BoththeBiblicalandtraditionalAfricanvieworagreethat

1)Godissupreme.Godisneitherthecreatornorauthorofevil

2)Sincomesfrom thedisobedienceofGodbyhumanbeings

3)EvilandmisfortuneareGod’scursetoman(Biblical)whilethetraditional

Africansocietyseesevilascursesbyancestors,andelders.Bothcurses

leadtomisfortunes.

4)Theresultofsinandevilishumansufferings

5)Sinandevilleadtomanbeingseparatedfrom God

6)Godistheguardianoflawandorder

7)Humanbeingshavetheabilitytoovercomeevil

Differences

1)BiblicalaccountemphasizespersonalnatureofsinwhileintheAfrican

concept;sinismoresocialandcommunal

2)BiblicalaccountattributeseviltodisobediencewhileAfricanconcept

attributesevilnotonlytodisobediencesbutotherexternalforces.

3)BiblicalaccountsofferamessageofhopetoovercomeevilwhileAfrican

conceptdoesn’tofferasolutiontosinandevil.

4)TraditionalAfricanconceptallformsofsufferingasaresultofsinwhile
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intheBiblesufferingisnotalwaysaresultofsin.

Reviewquestions

1)Explainthedifferencesbetweenthetwocreationstories

2)StatethetraditionalAfricanviewofcreation

3)Explainhowhumanbeingscontinuewiththeworkofcreation

4)WhatistheoriginofsinandevilaccordingtotraditionalAfricansociety?

5)GivethreeconsequencesofsinasstatedinGenesis

6)StatetheconsequencesofevilaccordingtoAfricantraditionalsocieties

7)TraceGod’splanofsalvationofhumankind

ComparebiblicalandtraditionalAfricanunderstandingofevilandsin.

9)Whatdoesthecommand“Subduetheearth”inGenesis1verse28mean?

FAITHANDGODPROMISESTOABRAHAM

BACKGROUNDTOTHECALLOFABRAHAM (Genesis11:24-32,12)

Introduction

ThebackgroundtothecallofAbraham isfoundinthefirstbookofthebible.

ThisisGenesiswhichisaGreekwordmeaning“Beginning”.The

relationshipbetweenAdam andGodwasgoodbutafterAdam disobeyed

GOD,theirrelationshipchangedbecauseofsinbyEveandAdam.After

sometime,GodrepairedthisrelationshipbycallingAbraham andoffering

salvation.

Background

-Abraham livedwithhisfatherTerahataplacecalledUr.Abraham’sfather

livedamongpeoplewhoworshipedmanygods.Oneofthegod’swhom

peopleofUrworshippedwasthemoon.Thisworshipofmanygodsis

referredtoaspolytheism.

-ThefamilyofTerahmovedfrom UrtoHaran.WhileatHaran,Godcalled

Abraham at75yearsold.Hewastoldto….“Leaveyourcountry,your

relativesandyourfather’shomeandgotoalandthatIam goingtoshow

you”.Abraham obeyedGod’scall.HeleftHaranforalandthatwas

unknowntohim.HetookhispropertyhiswifeSarahandhisnephewlot.At

thetimeofthecallofAbraham,hewasknownasAbram andhiswifeSarai.
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GodchangedtheirnamestoAbraham andSarah.Abraham meansFather

ofmanynationswhileSarahmeansmotherofnations.

-OnarrivalinCanaan,hetravelledandcametoaplacecalledSchechem.

Godappearedtohim oncemore.Abraham builtanaltarforthelordatthis

place.Altarsareplacesofworship.Theywereregardedasholyandwere

manifestationsofGod’spresence.Analtarwasmadeofstones.

-Aftersometime,heseparatedwithhisnephewLotduetotheirservants

havingstrifeoverwaterfortheirlivestock.Abraham leftCanaandueto

feminine.HewenttoEgypt.

Activity

1.WheredidLotsettle?

2.ReadGENESIS,chapter11(24–32)andchapter12(1–9)

FAITHANDGOD’SPROMISESTOABRAHAM (HEBREWS11:1–6)

a.THEMEANINGOFFAITH

-Faithisastrongbelief,acompletetrustorconfidenceinsomeoneor

something.Itisalsoafirm belief,whichisnotbasedonanyscientificor

logicalproof.FaithinGodisanattitudeofcompletetrustinGod.

Itisnotbasedonconcreteortangibleobjects.Faithismanifestedinthe

waysoflifeofabeliever.

-Abraham isanexampleofsomeonewhohadfaithinGod.Heshowedhis

faithinactioninseveralways.

b.HOW ABRAHAM DEMONSTRATEDHISFAITHINGOD

1.AlthoughAbraham wasold,heleftHarantogotoastrangeunknown

landofCanaan.

2.AfterhesettledinCanaan,Abraham wasassuredbyGodofhis

protectionandwasgivenotherpromisessuchashewillgetason,and

Abraham believedGod.Sarahgavebirthtoasonwhenshewas

90yearsoldandAbraham wasaround120yearsold.Thiswasasthelord

hadpromisedAbraham.

3.ThesonwasnamedIsaacthatmeans“laughter”–becauseSarahhad

laughedwhenshewastoldthatshewouldhaveachildinheroldage.The
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childIsaacwascircumcisedwhenhewaseight(8)daysold.

4.Abraham wastoldbyGodtocircumciseallmalesinhishousehold

includinghimself.Heobeyed.

5.WhenAbraham wasaskedtosacrificehissonIsaactoGod,hewas

readytodoso.

6.Abraham believedthatGodwouldfulfillallthepromiseshehadgivento

him

7.Abraham demonstratedhisfaithbybuildingaltars

c.GOD’SPROMISESTOABRAHAM (GENESIS12:2-3,15:1-21,21,17:1-8,

17:15-18)

Apromiseisgivinganassuranceofsomethingtosomeone.Thepromises

GodgavetoAbraham werethat:

1.Godtoldhim hewouldgivehim aland.Hisdescendantswouldbegiven

thelandofCanaantodwellin

2.Hisnamewouldbemadefamous

3.Hisdescendantswillbemany.Abraham wouldbemadeagreatnation.

4.Godwouldprotecthim

5.Hewaspromisedasonoftheirown

6.Godwouldblesshim

7.Godwouldblessthosewhoblesshim andcursethosewhocursehim

8.Abraham waspromisedthathewoulddieinpeaceandinanoldage

9.Hisdescendantswouldbestrangersinaforeignlandbutafterwards

wouldcomeoutwithgreatpossessions.

d.THERELEVANCEOFTHEPROMISESMADEBYGODTOABRAHAM TO

CHRISTIANSTODAY(Gen.12:2–3,15:1–21,21:1–7,17:15–18)

GodcalledAbraham from idolworshipinthesamewayGodcontinuesto

callpeopletoservehim.

1)ThroughAbraham,Godhadaplantorestoretherelationshipbetween

manandGod

2)Christiansreceivethepromisesofblessingsfrom GodthroughAbraham

(GodspromisestoAbraham fulfilledthroughChristians)
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3)AsAbraham lefthisownpeople,Christiansshouldleavetheirsinfullives

andputtheirwholetrustinGod.

4)Abraham isseenasthedescendantnotonlyoftheIsraelitesbutalsoof

Christians

5)ChristianshavefaiththatGodfulfilspromisestothem ashedidto

Abraham

6)ChristiansareassuredofGod’sprotection

7)ThroughGod’sdealingwithAbraham,Godshowsthathevaluesa

personalrelationshipwithhumankind.

ThroughJesusChristChristiansenterintoaneverlastingcovenantwith

God.JustlikeAbraham enteredintoacovenantwithGod.

9)ThepromisetoAbraham ofCanaanPromisedLandistoChristiansthe

hopefornewland–heaven

10)Godcontinuestomakepromisestothosewhobelievehim

11)Abraham istheancestor(Father)ofallbelievers)

e.DEFINETHETERM COVENANT

i.Definition.

Acovenantisasolemnagreementbetweentwopersonsortwogroupsof

people.Anagreementisbetweentwoseparatedparties.It’sapact,atreaty.

Whenitisacovenant,itconveysaunionorpartnership.

ii.Characteristics/componentsofacovenant

Therearecomponentsorfeaturesthatmustbeinacovenant.Acovenant

musthaveaceremony,sign,witnesses,promises/vows/oaths,obligations/

consequences,andparticipants.Acovenantestablishesasacrificialbond

betweenthepartiesinvolved.Thereareobligationsorrulesbywhichthe

partiesmustabideby,adheretoandobserveinordertokeepthecovenant.

Acovenantisanagreementandifitisbroken,thereareconsequencesfor

breakingit.IntheBible,therearemanycovenants.

iii.ExamplesofcovenantsintheBible

1.Adamiccovenant–AgreementbetweenGodandAdam

2.NoahlicCovenant–God’scovenantwithNoahwhereGodpromisedto
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preservelifeofmanandnottodestroyitwithwater.Thesignofthe

covenantistherainbow.InGen9verse3,GODtoldNoah,“Everythingthat

livesandmoveswillbefoodforyou…JustasIgaveyouthegreenplants,I

nowgiveyoueverything.Verse4says,“Butyoumustnoteatmeatthathas

itslifebloodstillinit”

3.Abrahamiccovenant–GodscovenantwithAbraham.Hepromisedto

fulfillpromisesHegavetoAbraham.Thesepromiseswere:(1)Increase

numbersofdescendantofAbraham.Hewillbefatherofmanynations,(2)

BeGODofhisdescendants(3)Abraham willhaveasonanheir,(4)Given

landofCanaanandotherlandsfrom theriverofEgypttoRiverEuphrates,

andallforheirsofAbraham (Gen.15:17–18)(5)Circum-cisionofall

malesat8daysafterbirthevennoneIsraeliteslivingintheirland(6)

CovenantwithIsaac

4.MosaicCovenant–isacovenantbetweentheIsraelitesandGOD.Moses

ledIsraeltoMt.Sinai.GodpromisedtobetheirGod.Israelitesweregiven

thelawwrittenbyGODin“tabletsofstone,withlawandcommandsIhave

writtenfor….instruction”.(Readexodus23).

5.DavidicCovenant–covenantbetweenDavidandGod–Godpromised

him thathisdynastywouldruleforever.

6.MessianicCovenant–newcovenantbetweenChristiansandGod

throughJesusChrist.

iv.God’scovenantwithAbraham anditsimportance(Genesis15:1-19)

ThecovenantwasestablishedafterGodappearedtoAbraham inavision.

DuringthevisitationofGod,Abraham was100yearsoldandSarah90years.

Hewaspromisedason.Abraham wantedassurancefrom God.Godtold

him tobringhim thefollowingitemsforsacrifice.

v.Itemsforsacrifice

Three(3)yearsolds:heifer,goat,ram andadoveandapigeon.

Abraham thencuttheseanimalsintotwohalvesandplacedthem opposite

eachother.

Thebirdswerenotsplit.
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Afteritwasdark,smokingfireandaflamingtorchsuddenlyappearedand

passedbetweenthepiecesofanimals.

Towardsevening,Abraham fellintoadeepsleep.WhileheslepttheLord

appearedtohim andtoldhim that:

Hisdescendantswillbestrangersinaforeignlandandbeslavesfor400

years.ButtheywillcomeoutofthislandwithalotofwealthandGodwill

punishthenationthatwillenslaveIsraelites.

He,Abraham willliveuptoaripeage,anddieinpeace.ThentheLord

madeacovenantwithAbraham andpromisedtogivehim andhis

descendantsthelandofCanaan.Godhimselfpassedthroughthesacrifi-

cesandboundhimselftokeepthepromises.

f)IMPORTANCEOFTHECOVENANTBETWEENGODANDABRAHAM (GEN.

15:1-19)

Godboundhimselfinapersonalrelationshipwithahumanbeing

AsGodpassedthroughthemeat,heshowedAbraham hewouldalways

protecthim.ThispassedontothedescendantsofAbraham

ThiscovenantbetweenGodandAbraham beginsalastingrelationship

betweenGodandallthenationsoftheearth.

ThroughoutthiscovenantGodwasinitiatinghisplanofsalvationfor

humankind

ThepromisesmadetoAbraham werefulfilledinNewTestamentbloodof

thelamb–deathofJesusChrist

ItemphasizedtheimportanceoffaithfollowedbyobediencethatAbraham

shared.

g)COVENANTSINMODERNLIFEANDTHEIRIMPORTANCE

Moderncovenantsare(a)Marriage(b)Baptism (c)Oathofloyaltyand(d)

Ordinationofclergy

Marriageceremony:Inmarriage,thebride,bridegroom andtheirfami-lies

cometogether.Whenthetwofamiliescometogetherarelationshipis

developed.Theymakeanagreementandbothsidesareseriouslyinvolved

intheceremony,whetherthemarriageiscivilorreligious.Duringthe
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marriageceremonythecouplemakesvows/promisestoeachother,before

apriest/pastorandthecongregation.Twoofficialswitnesstheseagree-

ments.Ringsareexchangedasasignofalastingrelationship.Acertifi-cate

isgiveninsomecasesasatestimony(sign)ofthisagreement.Thereis

eatinganddrinking.

Baptism:InaChristianbaptism,acovenantisenteredintobetweenthe

believerandGod.ThebelievermakesvowsbeforeGod.Thepriestandthe

wholecongregationwitnessthisagreement.Insomechurches,acardis

issuedtothepersonwhohasbeenbaptizedasasignofChristianmem-

bership.ThebaptizedcannowtaketheHolyCommunion,whichisa

ChristianCeremony.Butwhenaninfantisbaptized,parentstakethevows

onbehalfofthechild.

Loyalty/oath:Leadersinpublicserviceforexamplethepresident,ministers,

MembersofParliament,andchiefofficersaresworninbeforetheytake

overtheirnewresponsibilities.Theyswear(takeanoath)andpromiseto

carryouttheirdutiesfirmlyandwithoutfearorfavour.

Ordinationoftheclergy:Churchleaders,nunsandprieststakeoathsand

makevowstoGodandtothecongregationinaceremonyattendedby

worshippers.

Theimportanceofmoderndaycovenants

•Theybinddifferentgroups

•Theyactasasecurity

•Theystrengthenrelationships

•Theyunitepeopletogether

•Theycreateloyalty

•Theycreatepeace,harmonyandbringasenseofpermanence

h)THETESTINGOFABRAHAM’SFAITH(GEN.22:1–18)

GodtestedAbraham’sfaithbyaskinghim togoandsacrificehisonlyson

Isaac.Thiswasthesonhelovedsomuch.HewastotraveltoMount

Moniah.OnreachingMt.Moriah,hebuiltanaltar,andarrangedwoodonit.

HetieduphissonIsaacandplacedhim onthealtarontopofthewood.He
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liftedaknifetokillhim.“ButtheAngeloftheLordcalledouttohim from

heaven.Abraham!Abraham!Donotlayahandontheboy…Donotdo

anythingtohim.NowIknowyouthatyoufearGod,becauseyouhavenot

withheldfrom meyourson,youronlyson”(v11-12).Abraham hadobedient

reverenceforGodbecamehedidnotkeepbackhisonlysonfrom God.God

providedaram forsacrifice.Henamedthemountain“theLordprovided”

GodwaspleasedwithAbraham andpromisedhim blessings,many

descendants’victory,andprotection.

Activity

ReadGenesis12:1–9,15:1–6,17:23–24,21:1–7,22:1-19

IMPORTANCEOFFAITHINCHRISTIANLIFETODAY

1.AChristiantodayisacceptabletoGodthroughhisfaithinGodthrough

JesusChrist.WithoutfaithitisimpossibletopleaseGod.

2.AChristiancanonlyserveGodifhehasfaithinhim.Faithenablesa

ChristiantoserveGod

3.FaithenablesaChristiantoaccomplishwhatappearstobeimpossible

4.Throughfaith,ChristiansareabletotrustGodtofulfillhispromisesto

them

5.FaithisthefoundationoftheChristianssalvation

6.FaithinGodgivesaChristianthepowertoovercomealltemptations.

8.ChristiansshouldexpecttohavetheirfaithtestedjustlikeAbraham was.

9.FaithenablesChristianstopatientlywaitonGod’spromises

10.ChristiansthroughfaithinGodhelpthepoor,makerightdecisionsand

areabletounderstandandknowGodbetter.

JEWISHANDAFRICANPRACTICESOFCIRCUMCISION

a.IMPORTANCEOFCIRCUMCISIONTOABRAHAM ANDHIS

DESCENDANTS(GEN.17:1–16)

TheriteofcircumcisionwasstartedbyAbraham andhasbeenpracticedby

theJewsuptothepresenttimes.

IntheOldTestament,itwasimportantbecause:

(i)Throughcircumcision:GodassuredAbraham thathewouldfulfillHis
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promisestohim.

(ii)CircumcisionwasasignthatAbraham andhisdescendantshadentered

intoacovenantwithGod.Itwasanoutwardsignofinnerfaith.

(iii)CircumcisionwasamarkofidentityfortheJews

(iv)ItwasasignofobediencetoGod

(v)ItwasanacceptanceofGodastheonlytrueGodandtheirwillingnessto

remainfaithfultohim

IntheNewTestament

(vi)Circumcisiondoesn’tqualifyonetobeachildofGod.Oneisaccepted

asaChristianwithoutcircumcisionaslongastheyhavefaithinGod.

(vii)AtruedescendantofAbraham istheChristianwhotrulybelievesinGod

andlivesaccordingtoHiswillregardlessofcolour,raceorcreed.

b.CIRCUMCISIONINAFRICANCOMMUNITIES

CircumcisionisoneoftheritesofpassageamongtheAfricanpeople.It

marksthetransitionfrom onestagetoanother.Manyethniccommunities

inKenyastillpracticetheriteofcircumcision.Duringcircumcision

ceremonies,prayersareofferedtoGodforthewellbeingoftheinitiates

(thosewhoarebeingcircumcised)andtheprosperityofthewhole

community.Initiateslearnsecretsoftheircommunityandsociety.Theyare

taughtmyths,origin,religiousbeliefs,andsexeducation.Insome

communities,initiatesaregivennewnamesorornamentstosignifytheir

newstatus.

c.JEWISHANDAFRICANPRACTICESOFCIRCUMCISION

Similarities

InbothJewishandAfricancommunities,circumcision:(a)isamarkof

identity(b)providedasenseofbelonging(c)wasobservedasareligious

experience(d)wascompulsory(e)wasatraditionpassedfrom one

generationtoanother(f)isatimeforsheddingblood(g)wasatimefor

offeringprayerstoGodforthewellbeingoftheinitiates(h)wasatimefor

givinggifts(i)wasaceremonyforinitiation(j)wasatimeforgivingthe

initiatesnames(k)tookplaceinsacredplaces.
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Differences

InJewishcommunity,

i.CircumcisionwasariteforboyswhileinAfricansocietyitwasforboth

boysandgirls.Butitwasforboysinafewcommunities.

ii.Boyswerecircumcisedwhenaged8dayswhileintheAfricansociety;it

wasbetween15to25yearsold.

iii.Circumcisionwasforboy’sorganwhileinAfricansocietiesseveralforms

ofinitiationweredone,forexample,removalofteeth,andbodypiercing

amongothers.

iv.Circumcisionwasacommandfrom GodwhilefortheAfrican

communitiesitwasinobediencetocustomarylawwhereancestorswere

invokedtoprotecttheinitiates.

AmongtheAfricansocieties

v.Circumcisionwasariteofpassagefrom childhoodtoadulthoodwhilefor

theJewsitwasnot.

vi.TheinitiatesweregivenspecializededucationwhiletheJewswerenot.

vii.Theinitiatesweregroupedintoagegroups,andweresecludedfrom the

communitywhileamongtheJewsitwasnotso.

viii.TheriteofcircumcisionaccordingtoseasonswhiletheJewsoncea

childisborn,theyarecircumcisedonthe8thday.

ix.Aftercircumcision,theinitiateswereallowedtomarry,enterawarrior

group,ownpropertybutfortheJewstheinitiatewasstillachild.

Revisionquestions

1.ExplainwhyAbraham isreferredtoasthefatheroffaith

2.Givefiveactionsfrom thelifeofAbraham thatshowshisfaithtoGod

3.ListsomeofthepromisesGodgavetoAbraham

4.CompareandcontrasttheJewishandtraditionalAfricanpracticeof

circumcision

5.WhatistheimportanceoffaithtoChristians?

6.Statetheelementsofacovenant

7.Giveexamplesofcovenantsinthebibleandthemodernsociety
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8.DiscussthecircumstancesthatledGodtoenterintoacovenant

relationshipwithAbraham.

SINAICOVENANT

THECALLOFMOSES

Oneday,MoseswaslookingafterortendingtheflockofJethrohisfather-in

-law.JethrowasapriestofMidian.WhenMosescametomountHoreb,the

mountainofGod,theangeloftheLordappearedtohim inflamesoffire

from withinabush.Mosessawthatalthoughthebushwasonfire,itwas

notburning.

Moseswentovertotheburningbushtolook.Godcalledhim outwithinthe

bush…“Moses!Moses!”Hereplied,“HereIam”.GodthentoldMosesnotto

comecloserandtotakeoffhissandalsfortheplacewherehewas

standingwasaholyground.

GodintroducedhimselfastheGodofhisfather,theGodofAbraham,the

GodofIsaacandtheGodofJacob.Godthensaidhehadseenthemisery

andsufferingsoftheIsraelitesinEgypt.Hehadheardtheircry.Godhad

comedowntorescueIsraelitesfrom thehandofEgyptians.Godwasto

takethem totheirhome,thelandoftheCanaanites,alandflowingwithmilk

andhoney.

GodtoldMosesthatHewassendinghim togotoPharaohandbringout

theIsraelites,thepeopleofGod,from Egypt.Mosesresistedthecall.He

askedGod“Whoam I,thatisshouldgotoPharaohandbringtheIsrae-lites

outofEgypt?”Godpromisedtobewithhim.GodsaidtoMoses…Saytothe

Israelites…theLord.TheGodoftheirfathers,GodofAbraham,GodofIsaac

andGodofJacobhassentmetoyou.

MoseswastoldtoassembletheeldersofIsraelandinform them thatGod

wasgoingtodeliverthem from Egypt.Moseswasthentogotothekingof

Egyptwiththeelders.Hewastotelltheking“theLord,theGodofthe

Hebrewshasmetwithus.(EXODUS3:1–22)

God’ssigntoMoses

MoseswasgivenseveralsignsbyGodIncasethepeopleofIsraeldidnot
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believeinhim.

a)Firstsignwashisstaffturningintoasnakewhenhethrewitdown.When

hetouchedthesnake’stailitturnedintohisstaff

b)SecondsignwasGodaskedMosestoputhishandinsidehiscloakandit

wasaswhiteasasnow–leprous.Hewasaskedtoputitbackintohis

cloakanditwasrestored.

c)Mosesfurthercomplainedthathewasastammerer.Godthenappoi-nted

Aaron,hisbrother,ashisspokesman.

ReasonsMosesgaveagainstthecall

1.Hefeltunworthyofthecall.

2.HewonderedwhohewastotelltheIsraelitesthatGodhadsenthim

3.MosessaidthathewasastammerersoheletGodchoosea

spokesperson.

MoseshoweverheededtothecallandwentbacktoEgypttogetherwithhis

family.Godpromisedtobewithhim andperform signsbeforePhara-oh.

WhatdoesthenameMosesmean?

Itmeansdrawnoutofwater.

WhatdidMoseslearnaboutGodfrom hisCalling?

Moseslearntthat:

1.Godiscaring,mercifulandconcernedaboutthewelfareofhispeople–

Israelites.

2.Godistranscendent–heisbeyondhumanunderstanding.Hecannotbe

limitedtotimeandspace.

3.Godchooseswhomeverhewillstocarryouthisplans.Hechose

Abraham anoldman,amoonworshipperandnowMoses,amurderer,a

fugitiveandastammerer.

4.Godexpectstotalobedienceandfaithfrom thosethatHechooses

5.Godispowerful,eternalandomnipresent

6.Godisholy.

7.GodisaGodofhistory,whichmeansHeisconcernedwithHispeople’s

welfare.
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8.Godismysterious–HemanifestedHimselfintheburningbushthatwas

notbeingconsumed.

HowdidGodprepareMosestobethefutureleaderofIsraelites?

1.HislifewassparedwhenhewasrescuedbyPharaoh’sdaughter

2.Hewasnursedbyhisownmotherwhotaughthim aboutYahwehandhis

owntrueidentity

3.Lifeinthewildernesshardenedhim tobeboldandtopersevere

hardships

4.Helearnttobepatient,keen,andresponsibleasashepherd

5.Heacquiredleadershipskillswhilelivingatpharaoh’spalace

6.Helearntliteracyandnumeracyskills(Educationalskills)atthepalace.

7.HewasnotastrangertoPharaohhencehecouldapproachhim freely.

THETENPLAGUESEXODUS7:14-11:10

DuringthecallofMosesatMountSinai,GodgaveMosesarodwithwhich

hecouldperform mightysignsbeforetheIsraelitesandbeforePharaoh.

Aaronwastobehisspokesman.MosesandAarongatheredtheIsraelite

eldersandleaderstotellthem whatGodhadsaidtothem.AfterMoseshad

performedthemiraclesthatGodhadshowedhim;theIsraeliteleaders

believedhim.

TheythenapproachedPharaohsothathemayreleasetheIsraelites.

HoweverinsteadofreleasingtheIsraelites,Pharaohbecamecrueler.He

gaveIsraelitesharderwork.

WhenPharaohrefusedtoreleaseIsraelites,GodinstructedMosestobring

tenplaguesuponEgypt.

Theseplaguesbrought;greattroubleandsufferingtoIsraelites.

Tenplagues

1)Theplagueofblood(Exodus7:14–25)

MosesandAaronusedtherod.TheystruckthewatersoftheriverasGod

instructedthem.Allthewaterintherivers,canals,andpoolsinEgyptturned

intoblood.Allthefishdiedandtherewasnowatertodrink.Thissituation
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lastedforsevendays.HoweverPharaoh’sheartwashardened.Hedidnot

releasetheIsraelites.

2)Theplagueoffrogs(Exodus8:1–15)

GodthensentMosestotellPharaohthatifherefusedtoreleasethe

Israelitesthewholelandwouldbecoveredwithfrogs.Atthecommandof

Moses,AaronheldouttherodofMosesandfrogscoveredthewholeland.

Onseeingthis,PharaohpleadedwithMosesandAarontopraytotheLord

togetridofthefrogsandhewouldreleasethem.Theyprayedandallthe

frogsdied.Pharaoh,however,changedhismindandrefusedtoreleasethe

Israelites.

3)Plagueofgnats(Exodus8:16–19)

ThelordinstructedMosestotellAarontostrikethegroundandAarondid

soandallthedustinEgyptturnedintognatsorsmallfliesthatbites.The

magiciansofEgyptcouldperform thefirsttwoplagues.

Theycouldnotbringtheplagueofgnats.Egyptiansacknowledgedthatthe

presenceofgnatsorsmallfliesthatbiteswasGod’swork.Butevenwith

thisinformation,PharaohstillrefusedtoreleasetheIsraelites.

4)Plagueofflies(Exodus8:20–32)

TheLordwarnedPharaohthroughMosesoncemore.HewastoldthatGod

wouldsendswarmsoffliestotheEgyptianhouses.TheIsraeliteshouses

wouldbespared.Evenafterbringingtheplagueofflies,Pharaoh’sheart

hardenedevenmore

5)Deathofcattle(Exodus8:1–7)

AplagueofdiseasebefelltheEgyptiancattle.NotasingleIsraelites’animal

died.Pharaohwasnotmoved;andherefusedtoletJewsgohome.

6)Plagueofboils(Exodus9:8–12)

MosesthrewashesintotheairasGodhadinstructed.Thisproducedboils,

whichbecameopensoresontheskinoftheEgyptians.Unmovedbythe

sufferingofhispeople,PharaohstillrefusedtolettheIsraelitesleave.

7)Plagueofhail(Exodus9:13–35)
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Mosesraisedhisrodandtherewasahailstorm withlightingandthunder.

Thepeople,animalsandplantsthatwerestruckbythelightningdied.

PharaohthenpromisedtolettheIsraelitesgobutassoonasMosesprayed

forthehailstorm tostop,pharaohhardenedhisheartandrefusedtoletthe

Israelitesleave.

8)PlagueofLocusts(Exodus19:1–20)

Locustscoveredthewholelandandateallthecropsinthefields.The

locustsateallthathadnotbeendestroyedbythehailstorm.WhenMoses

prayedtoGod,forlocuststoleave;Pharaohhardenedhisheartandrefu-sed

tolettheIsraelitesleave.

9)Plagueofdarkness(Exodus10:21–29)

GodtheninstructedMosestostretchouthishandtoheaven.Therewas

totaldarknessinEgyptforthreedays.ButtherewaslightwheretheIsrae-

litestheywereliving.Pharaohremainedunmovedandwouldnotreleasethe

IsraelitesoutofEgypt.

10)DeathofEgyptianfirst-bornmales(Exodus11:1–31).

Aftertheplagueofdarkness,GodsentMosesoncemoretoPharaoh.He

wastoldthatthistimeevenhisfamilywouldbeaffected.TheLordwould

killallthefirst-bornEgyptiansonsandfirst-bornmaleanimalsatmid-night.

ThisplagueoccurredduringthenightofPassover.Pharaohwasmovedand

allowedIsraelitestoleaveEgypt.

WhatdotheplaguestellusaboutGod’sattributes?

GOD:

1.EmpowersHispeopletoperform miraclesandtodoHiswork

2.IsAlmightyandmorepowerfulthantheEgyptiangods.

3.IsdeterminedtofulfilHisplans.

4.IsaGodofjustice.Heprotectstheoppressed.

5.Giveseveryoneachancetorepent.NoticethateachtimePharaoh

promisedtoreleasetheIsraelites;GodrelievedtheEgyptiansfrom the

plagues.

6.FulfilsHispromises–HehadpromisedAbraham todeliverhisdescen-
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dantsfrom foreignlands.

7.Expectstotalobedienceandfaith.

8.CommunicatesHiswillthroughnaturalevents.

9.Iscaringandloving.

PASSOVER (EXODUS12:1-30,19,20,34)

ThetenthplagueiscalledthePassover.Ithappenedonthefourteenthday

ofthemonth.TheIsraelitesweretoofferone-year-oldlambperfamily.Ifa

familywastoosmall,theyweretosharethelambwiththeirneighbours.Ifa

lambwasnotavailable,aone-year-oldgoatcouldalsobeused.Theywere

toldto:

1.Slaughterthelamb/goat;smearsomeofthebloodonthesidesandtops

ofthedoor-framesoftheirhouses.

2.Roastthemeatandeatitwithbitterherbsandunleavenedbread(bread

withoutyeast).Iftherewereanyleftoverstheyweretoburnthem withfire.

3.Eatinahurrywhilefullydressedandhavingpackedtheirbelongings.

Theyweretoldtoborrowsilver,clothings,jewellery,andgoldfrom the

Egyptians.

4.Thatonthesamenight,the‘angelofdeath’wouldkilleveryfirstborn

bothmalesandanimalsinthehouseswithoutblood.

5.Theangelofdeathwouldpassoverthehouseswithbloodsparingthem.

ThebloodwasasigntoindicatethisisahouseofIsraelites.WhentheLord

seestheblood,Hewillpassoverthathouse(V.13)

6.TheIsraelitesweretoldtocelebrate/commemoratefrom generationto

generationthePassoverasafestivaltotheLord.

7.TheIsraeliteswerenotallowedtocomeoutoftheirhousesonthenight

ofPassover.

8.Atmidnight,theLordstruckdownallfirstborninEgyptfrom Phara-oh’s

householdtothefirstbornoftheprisonersandfirstbornoflivestock.

9.TherewasloudwailingoverEgypt.Everyhousehadsomeonedead.

SignificanceofitemsusedduringthePassover

1)RoastedMeat–thisistheeasiestmethodofpreparingfoodsincethe



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

Israelitesweretoleaveinashorttime.

2)Bitterherbs–wasareminderofthesufferingandhardshipsandslavery

experiencedinEgypt.

3)Eatingwhilestanding.Deliverancewasnear,hencetheneedtoleaveina

hurry.

4)Eatingwhilefullydressedwiththeirstuffathand.Thissignifiedaquick

deliverance;henceIsraelitesshouldbereadytoleaveEgyptatonce.

5)Eatingunleavenedbread–thebreadwastobeeatenandnoneleftover

hencetherewasnoneedtoaddyeastforpreservation.

6)CollectingJewellery–GodhadpromisedAbraham thatafterslaveryfor

fourhundredandthirtyyears,hisdescendantsshallbefreedwithgreat

possessions.

7)Remainingindoors–forsecurityfrom death.Anyoneoutsidewaskilled.

Bloodondoorposts–asignfordeliverance.Theangelofdeathwouldpass

overdoorswithblood.

THEEXODUS

Introduction

Exodusmeansmovementofalargenumberofpeople.

CrossingtheRedSea

DuringthenightofthePassover,PharaohsummonedMosesandAaron

andtoldthem toleave,togoandworshiptheirLord.AlltheIsraelites,their

flocksandherdswereurgedtoleaveinahurry.Pharaohtookhischariot

armyandfollowedtheIsraelitesandfoundthem campedbytheRedSea.

GodledtheIsraelitesoverthedeserttowardstheRedSea.Mosestookthe

body(bones)ofJoseph,asJosephhadrequestedtheIsraelitestodo.

“WhenGodrescuesyou,youmustcarrymybodywithyoufrom thisplace”

(Ex13vs.19)

DuringthedaytheLordwentinfrontofthem inapillarofcloud(angelof

God)toshowthem theway,andduringthenightthelordwentinfrontina

pillaroffiretogivethem light,sothattheycouldtravelnightandday.This

pillarofcloudledtheIsraelitesbydayandnight.
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TheEgyptianarmyfollowedIsraelitesandcaughtupwiththem bytheRed

Seawheretheyhadcamped.

MosesaskedthescaredIsraelitestomovenearthesea.

GodtoldMosestoliftuphisstick,andholditoverthesea.Thewatersof

theRedSeadividedandtheIsraelitescrossedtheseaondrygroundwith

wallsofwateronbothsides.TheangelofGod,andthepillarofcloud(who

hadbeeninfrontofthearmyofIsrael)movedbehindtheIsraelitesand

providedlighttothem astheycross.

TheEgyptiansarmypursuedIsraelites.Thepillarofcloudmadeitdarkfor

Egyptianswhocouldnotseewheretheyweregoing.Justbeforedaylight,

theLordlookedattheEgyptiansfrom thepillarofcloudandfireandGod

threwthearmyoftheEgyptiansintoconfusion.Moseswasaskedbythe

Lordtostretchouthishand.Hedidsoandwatersreturnedtoitsnormal

leveldrowningEgyptianarmyandtheirhorses.

GodprotectedtheIsraelitesduringtheExodusby:

1)Makingthem crosstheredseaondryground.

2)Providingwaterinthewilderness.

3)Providingmannaandquails.

4)DefeatingAmalekites–theirenemies.

5)Protectingthem from snakesanddiseasesinthewilderness.

Provisionofwaterinthewilderness

Israelitestravelledinthedesertforthreedayswithoutwater.Thewater,

whichtheyfoundatMarahwasbitterandcouldnotbedrunk.Theycalled

theplace‘Marah’meaning‘bitter’.Thismadethem complain.Mosesprayed

totheLord.

TheLordshowedMosesapieceofwood.Mosesthrewitintothewaterand

itbecamefittodrink.GodcontinuedprovidingIsraeliteswithwater.

AgaintheIsraeliteslackedwaterandcomplainedbitterly(Ex.17:1–9).God

instructedMosestostrikearockandwatercameoutofit.Mosescalled

thatplace‘Massah’–whichmeans‘testing‘and‘Meribah’–meaning

‘rebellion’.ThiswasbecausetheIsraelitesquarreledandtestedGod.
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Provisionofmannaandquails(EX16:1–35)

AstheIsraelitesweretravellingthroughthedesert,theyranoutoffood.

TheywerehungryandcomplainedtoMoses.Theircomplaintsdispleased

theLordfortheyoftentoldMosestheywishedhehadletthem dieinEgypt

insteadofdyinginthewilderness.ThisshowedthattheIsraelitesdidnot

trustGodtoprovideforthem.

Inthemorning,theyweregivenManna,whichisaHebrewwordforthetype

ofbreadgiventoIsraelitesbyGod.Thebreadlookedlikewafersorflakes

andtastedlikecorianderseed.

Intheevening,GODprovidedIsraeliteswithquail’smeat.Theprovisionof

mannaandquails(meat)lastedfor40years.

Onthe6thdayofeachweek,Godgavethem foodfortwodaysoneforthe

6thdayandtheotherforthe7thday(Sabbath).

DEFEATOFTHEAMALEKITES(Exodus17:8–16)

ChallengesfacedbytheIsraelitesduringtheExodus

DuringtheExodus,theIsraelitesfacedthechallengeoftheAmalekites.

TheseweredesertNomadswhoattackedtheIsraelitesinthewilderness.

WhentheAmalekitearmycameagainstIsraelites,MosesorderedJoshua

togathermenandfight.

GodpromisedtodestroytheAmalekitesforever.Duringthebattle,Moses

helduphisrod.Andeachtimeheraisedhishandswiththerod,the

Amalekitesweredefeated.Whenhebroughthishandsdown,theIsrae-lites

weredefeated.Becauseofthis,AaronandHursupportedMoses’hands

untiltheAmalekitesweredefeated.

InthewildernessGodprotectedtheIsraelitesform snakebites.Healso

usedacloudtoprotecttheIsraelitesfrom thescorchingheatduringtheday.

Atnight,thepillaroffireprovidedwarmthtoprotectthem from theharsh

coldofthewilderness.

TheimportanceoftheexodusinthehistoryoftheIsraelites

TheexodusshowedIsraelitesthat:

1)GodlovesandtoleratesHispeople.
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2)GoddidnotabandontheIsraelitesdespitetheirlackoffaith.

3)GodgavetheIsraelitesencouragementthroughhisservantMoses.

4)ItwastheendoftheoppressionofIsraelitesinEgypt.

5)MoseswasGod’schosenleader.

MAKINGTHESINAICOVENANT(EXODUS19:241–

TheSinaicovenant

GodandIsraelites.GodhadspecificinstructionsonhowtheIsraeliteswere

topreparetomakethenewcovenant.Beforemakingthecovenant,God

broughtIsraelitestothefootofMt.SinaiandaskedMosestoaskthem if

theywerewillingtomakethecovenantwithHIM.GODaskedthem toenter

intoapersonalrelationshipasacommunitywithHIM.TheIsraelitesagreed

tomakeacovenant.TheyagreedtoobeyallGod’scom-m.ands.Godthen

promisedtomakethem;

iHispeople

ii.Akingdom ofpriests

iii.Aholynation

GodandMoses.Godwantedtoconfirm thatMoseswasHistruepro-phet.

HethereforetoldMosesthatHewouldcomeinathickcloudtomeet

Israelites.InpreparationforGod’scomingonMt.Sinaithe

Israeliteswereto:

I.Makethemselvesholybywashingtheirclothes(garments)

II.Marktheboundariesonthefootofthemountaintopreventanypersonor

animalfrom climbingthemountain.

III.Toabstainfrom sexualrelations

AtMtSinai,GodmanifestedHispresenceintheform ofthunder,lightening,

earthquakeandathickcloudofsmokethatcoveredthewholemountain.In

addition,therewasaloudtrumpetblastthatmadethepeopletremble.

Mosesclimbedthemountain.GodgaveMosestheTenComma-ndments

aftersealingthecovenant.

Sealingofthecovenant.TheLordtoldMoses“Comeupthemountaintome,

youandAaron,Nadab,Abibuand70ofIsraelleaders.Atadistancebow
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downinworship,andcomealonetome.”

Aceremonywasthenpreparedtosealthecovenant.Thisishowitwas

sealed:

a.Mosesbuiltanaltaratthefootofthemountain.

b.Hesetuptwelvestones,whichrepresentedthetwelvetribesofIsrael.

c.HethensentyoungmentoburnsacrificestotheLordandsacrificed

somecattleasfellowshipofferingandpeaceofferingstoGod(EX24vs.5).

d.Mosestookhalfthebloodofanimalsandpoureditinbowls;andthe

otherhalfhethrewagainstthealtar(vs.6).Hethentookthebookofthe

covenant,andreaditaloudtotheIsraeliteswhorespondedbysaying“all

thattheLordhasspokenwewilldo;andweshallbeobedient”

e.Mosesthentookthebloodinthebowlsandsprinkleditoverthepeople;

saying“ThisisthebloodthatsealsthecovenantwhichtheLordmadewith

youwhenhegaveallthesecommands.”

Theophany.God’spresencemanifesteditselfinseveralwayssuchas:

Theburningbush(duringthecallofMoses)

Pillaroffireandapillarofcloud–Exodusstory

Themightywind,earthquake,stillsmallvoice–storyofElijah

Thunder,lighting,smokingmountain–ExodusofIsraelitesfrom the

wilderness

ThesewerephysicalmanifestationsofGod’spresence.

BREAKINGTHESINAICOVENANT(Exodus32:1–35;34:6–8)

IsraelitesdishonoredtheirpledgetoobeyGoduponsealingthecovenant;

MoseswentbacktotalktoGodinthemountain.HeleftAaroninchargeof

Israelites’affairs.Hestayedinthemountainforfortydays.Thelord

revealedHisglorytoMosesatMt.SinaianddeclaredHischaracter.”The

LordthecompassionateandgloriousGod,slowtoangerandforgiving

wickedness,rebellionandsin(Ex34:6–

TheIsraelitesurgedAarontomakethem godsthattheycouldsee.Aaron

agreed.Hemeltedtheringsofgoldandmouldedabullcalfgod.Israelites

werehappyandsaid“thisisourgodwhotookusoutofEgypt”.They
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offeredburntofferingsandpeaceofferingstoitandindulgedthemselvesin

eating,drinkingandsex.Byacceptingabullcalfastheirgod,theIsraelites

expectedbullcalfofgoldtogivethem thesamestrengthandfertilitylike

theEgyptiangods.Throughthisact,theybroketheircovenant

withGod.

WhenMosescamedownfrom themountain,hefoundIsraelites

worshippingthegoldbullcalf.Hegot

annoyed.Hethrewdownthestonetabletshewasholding;onwhichthe10

commandmentswere

written.Mosesthentookthegoldencalf,andburntitintopowderand

mixeditwithwater.Hethen

madethoseworshippingthecalftodrinkthemixture.Mosesorderedthose

whohadsinnedtobekilled.

LESSONEIGHT:RENEWALOFTHECOVENANT(Exodus34:1–14).

Learningoutcomes.Afterstudyingthislesson,describeconditionsforthe

renewalofthecovenant

TherenewalofthecovenantcameafterMosespleadedwithGodnotto

destroytheIsraelitesafterthey

brokethecovenant.GodsparedtheIsraelites.Godagreedtorenewthe

covenantwiththeIsraelites.He

gavethem severalconditionsforitsrenewal.

Conditionsfortherenewalofthecovenant

TheIsraeliteswere:

a)ToobeyGod’scommandments

b)Nottomakeanytreatywiththosewholivedinthelandwheretheywere

going.

c)Tobreakdowntheiraltar,smashtheirsacredstonesandcutdowntheir

Asherah(Idols).Notto

worshipanyothergodandnottomakeidolsforworship.

d)Tokeepthefeastofunleavenedbread(Passover).

e)Nottomarrypeopleform othertribes.
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f)TorestontheSabbathday.

g)TosacrificeandoffertheirbestproduceandanimalstoGod.

Godinturnpromisedto

a)Blessthem.ProtectandpreservetheIsraelites.

b)Makethem prospersomuchthatthesurroundingnationswouldenquire

abouttheirsourceof

wealthandsuccess.

Withtheseconditions,thecovenantbetweenGodandtheIsraeliteswas

renewed.From themakingand

renewalofthecovenant,itisclearthat:

(i)GodexpectedtheIsraelitestoobeyandhavefaithinHim

(ii)GodwantedapersonalrelationshipwithIsraelites.

(iii)Godistheonlyonetobeworshipped.

(iv)Godispowerful.

LESSONNINE:WORSHIPINGGODINTHEWILDERNESS

Learningoutcomes.Afterreadingthislesson

a.ExplainGod’spurposeindeliveringtheIsraelitesfrom Egypt

b.Describefeaturesofworship

a.God’spurposeindeliveringtheIsraelitesfrom Egyptwastoworshipand

offersacrificestoHim inthe

wilderness.HealsointendedtofulfilhispromisestoAbraham.

b.FeaturesofworshippingGodinthewilderness.

(i)TheIsraelites:WorshippedGodthroughintermediaries.Thesewerethe

priestswhocamefrom the

tribeofLevi.

(ii)TheIsraelites:WereguidedintheirworshipandindailylivingbytheTen

Commandmentsandother

ordinances

(iii)TheArkoftheCovenantwasmadeinthewilderness.ItwasGod’s

dwellingplace.Itwasaspecial

boxputintothetabernacle.Atabernaclewasaportabletent.Theark
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symbolizedthepresenceofGod

andtheIsraelitescarrieditwherevertheywent.

(iv)Offeringsoffarm productsoragriculturalproduceweregiventoGod.

Theseincludedamongother

farm products;vegetables,flour.Oilandfruits.

(v)OtherofferingstoGodweredrinks,andincense.Theofferingscouldbe

burnt,baked,boiledor

roasted.

(vi)TherewereseveralSacrifices.Theyincluded:

Burntofferings(Holocaust)–burningawholeanimalcompletely

Sinoffering/atonement–sacrificeofferedwhenonehadsinnedand

wantedtohavehissins

forgiven.

Peaceoffering–partofananimalwasoffered,whilethepeopleatepartof

themeat.

Giftoffering–thebestanimalwasgiventoGod.Itwasofferedasa

thanksgiving

Animalssuchassheep,goats,bullsandbirdsweresacrificedtoGod.

(vii)Festivalsandfeasts.Israelitesobservedseveralfestivalsandfeasts.

Theseincluded:

FeastofPassoverandunleavenedbread.

Harvestfestival–feastofweeksorPentecost.Itmarkedthecelebrationof

theharvestofwheat.

Feastofgathering/shelters.Itwascelebratedduringtheseasonwhenthe

Israelitesgatheredthe

fruitsfrom theOrchards.

FeastoftabernaclesthatwascelebratedtorememberwhentheIsraelites

dweltintents.

TheIsraeliteskepttheSabbathday.TheyworshippedGodthroughsinging,

worshipanddancing.

LESSONTEN:THETENCOMMANDMENTS(Exodus.20:1–17)
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Learningoutcomes.Afterreadingthislesson,

a.Recitethetencommandments

b.Applythetencommandmentsinyourlife

c.DescribeIsraelitesnewunderstandingofthenatureofGod

d.ExplaintoyourselfandothersthenatureofGod

a.TheTenCommandments

WhileonMountSinai,GodgaveMosesTenCommandmentswrittenona

stonetablet.Thefirstfour

commandmentsdealwithrelationshipbetweenmanandGod.Godsaid:

1.Youshallhavenoothergodsbutme.

2.Youshallnotmakeyourselfagravenimage.

3.YoushallnotmentionGods’nameinvain.

4.RemembertheSabbathdayandkeepitholy.

Thelastsixcommandmentsgiveman’srelationshipwithfellowhuman

beings.Godsaid:

5.Honoryoufatherandmotherthatyourdaysmaybelongonearth.

6.Youshallnotkill.

7.Youshallnotcommitadultery.

8.Youshallnotsteal.

9.Youshallnotbearfalsewitnessagainstyourneighbour.

10.Youshallnotcovetyourneighbor’sproperty.

Thesearemythoughts.(1)WorshippingGod(2)BeingfaithfultoGod(3)

Resting(4)respectingparental

authority(5)lovehumanity(6)Befaithfultoyourwifeorhusband(7)

respectotherpeople’sproperty

(8)betruthfulalways(9)besatisfiedwithwhatGodhasgivenyou.

b.Israelitesunderstandthenatureofgod

TheIsraeliteshadanewandwiderrevelationaboutGod.BesidesGOD

beingacaring,loving,anda

provider,theylearntthat:

a.GodisajealousGod.Hedoesnotallowtheworshipofothersgods.He
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aloneshouldbeworshipped.

b.Goddoesnotcondoneevil.Hepunishesthosewhocause/engageinit.

c.Godvaluesapersonalrelationshipwithhispeople.

d.Godwantspeopletoliveinharmonyamongthem.

e.Godforgivesthosewhorepent.Heisloving,mercifulandcompassionate

f.Godisahealer–hehealedIsraelitesinthewildernesswhenasnake

attackedthem

g.GodisaGodofvictory.HedefeatedtheAmalekites,perizzites,and

Hittitesetc.

h.Godisfaithfulandcanbedependedupon.

i.Godisholy,slowtoanger,powerfulandjust.

j.GoddemandsobediencetoHiscommands.

Revisionquestions

a.WhatarethequalitiesofMosesasaleader?

b(i).DescribethecallofMoses(exodus3:1-22)

(ii).WhywasMoseshesitanttoGod’scall?

c(i).WhatisthesignificanceoftheitemsusedforthePassoverfeast

(similartowhatisthemeaningof

thePassovermeal)

(ii).Comparethelord’ssuppertothePassoverfeast

d.DescribehowtheSinaicovenantwasmade

e.DescribethecircumstancesthatleadtothebreakingoftheSinai

covenant

f.Howwasthebrokencovenantrenewed?

g.DescribehowtheIsraelitesworshippedGodinthewilderness

h.Whatistherelevanceofthetencommandments?

i.WhatdidtheIsraeliteslearnaboutgodinthewilderness?

TOPICFIVE:LEADERSHIPINISRAEL:DAVIDANDSOLOMON

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthistopic,youshouldbeableto:

a.ExplainthereasonsforandagainstkingshipinIsrael

b.StatekingSaul’sachievements,failuresandlessonslearntfrom Saul.
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c.ExplaintheimportanceofDavidasKingofIsraelandancestorofJesus

Christ.

d.Describethequalitiesofagoodleaderdrawnfrom KingDavid’s

leadership

e.StateKingSolomon’sachievementsandfailures

f.ExplaintheimportanceofthetempleinIsrael.

LESSONONE:REASONSFORANDAGAINSTKINGSHIPINISRAEL

Introduction

YahwehremainedtheGodofIsraelandthesovereignrulerofhispeople.

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould

a.Defineleadership

b.NameIsraeljudgesinCanaan

Leadershipreferstothemannerinwhichacommunity’swayoflifeisruled

orcontrolled.When

IsraelitessettledinCanaan,Judgesruledthem forthefirst200years.Some

ofthejudgeswere(i)

Othniel,(ii)Ehud(iii)Samson(iv)Deborah(v)Gideon

(vi)Shamgar(vii).Samuel(viii).Barak

Dutiesofjudges

a.LeadingIsraelitestowaragainsttheirenemies

b.Settlingdisputesamongthepeople

c.ActingasreligiousleadersandleadingIsraelitesinworship–

d.Offeringsacrificesonbehalfofthepeople.

e.SomeofthejudgesactedasGod’sprophets

f.Theyanointedkings,forexampleSamuelanointedKingDavid.

DemandsforaKinginIsrael

AfterIsraelitessettledinCanaan,thePromisedLand,theystarted

demandingforanearthlykingtorule

overthem.Thesedemandsforakingrulerwerebroughtaboutby:

iSamuel’ssonsJoelandAbijahwerecorruptandtookbribes.Thesonsof

Samuel,whowerejudges,
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lackedhisgoodleadershipqualities.

iiTheIsraeliteswantedawarriorkingwhocouldleadthem towaragainst

theirenemies.

iiiTheIsraeliteswantedtobeliketheothernationsaroundthem whohad

kings.

ivTheIsraeliteswantedahumanleaderwhom theycouldsee,approach,

andtalktohim facetoface.

vTheIsraeliteswantedsecurity,whichcouldbeprovidedbyastable

politicalgovernmentruledbylaw

andorder.

viTheywantedagovernmentthathadaregulararmy,

viiTheyalsowantedanestablishedlawcourtsystem.

ReasonsagainstKingshipinIsrael(Samuel8:10–20)

Bydemandingforaking,theIsraeliteswereseenasrejectingYahweh–

theirunseenruler.Two,there

wouldbedangerofhereditarykingshipwhichwouldleadtooppression/

dictatorship.GodtoldSamuel

togiveIsraelitesstrictwarningsagainstKingshipbyexplaininghowthe

kingwouldtreatthem.Aking

would:-

(a)RecruitIsraelitessonsforcefullyintothearmy.

(b)Grabpeoplesland.

(c)Forcepeopletopaytaxestothegovernment

(d)Turnpeopleintoslaves.

(e)Introduceforcedlabour.

(f)Forcetheirdaughterstoworkforhiswives,sons,andfortheroyalhouse

ingeneral.

ThepeopleofIsraelweredistinctfrom othernations.Askingforaking

meantrejectingGodastheir

unseenking.Furthertothis,Israelcouldbecomelikeothernations,which

didnotworshipYahweh.
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ThenthecovenantwithGodandthepeopleofIsraelwouldcease.

LESSONTWO:ACHIEVEMENTSANDFAILURESOFKINGSAUL

(Israel13:8–14;15:7–25)

Learningoutcomes.AfterreadingaboutKingSaul,youshould

a.Statehisachievements

b.Identifyhisfailures

c.Suggestlessonwecanlearnfrom hisfailures

SamuelwasdirectedbyGodtochooseandanointSaulasthekingofIsrael.

Saulwasfrom thetribeof

Benjamin.HebecamethefirsthumankingofthenationofIsrael.He

accomplishedseveralthings.

SuccessesofKingSaul

1)HewasanointedbyGod;askingtoruletheIsraelites

2)HewaschoseneventhoughitwasnotGod’sideaforakingoverhis

people.

3)Hewasagreatwarrior.HeledtheIsraelitestowaranddefeatedtheir

enemies

FailuresofKingSaul

1)GodtoldSaulthroughSamueltodestroytheAmalekitescompletely.Saul

howeverdisobeyedGod.He

sparedthekingandthefatlivestock.Heclaimedtohavesparedthefat

animalsforsacrificetoGod.

Becauseofthisdisobedience,GodrejectedSaulasking.

2)TheIsraeliteswerefacedwithmanyenemies.Theworstwerethe

Philistines.Itwasacustom forthe

kingofIsraeltoenquirefrom Godwhethertogotothebattleornot.The

priest/prophetgave

permissiontothekingtogotowar.WhenSaulwasfacedwiththedilemma

whethertofightornot,

Samuelenquiredfrom God.Sauldidnotwaitforpermissiontogotowar

from Samuelthepriest.He
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decidedtobypassSamuelbyofferingasacrificetoGodbeforegoingtowar.

ThisactiondispleasedGod

becauseitwasnothisworktooffersacrificetoGod.Itwastheworkof

priests.

3)AfterGodrejectedSaulasthekingofIsrael,SamuelwasguidedbyGod

togotoBethlehem.Hewas

askedtogotothehomeofJessewhohadeight(8)sons.Inthathome,God

wastoshowSamuelthe

nextkingofIsrael.SamuelwouldthenanointthechosensonofJesse.

SevenofJesse’ssonswere

broughtbeforeSamuelonebyone.GodtoldSamuelthathehadnotchosen

anyofthem.WhenDavid,a

shepherd,wasbroughtbeforeSamuelGodsaidtohim ’thisistheone–

anointhim!”(1Samuel16:12).

Davidwasanointed(pouredoilon)asthenextkingofIsrael.Howeverhe

hadtowaituntilSauldied

beforehecouldtakeoverkingship.

4)AfterSamuelanointedDavidtobecomethenextkingofIsrael,Saulwas

jealousandplottedmany

timestokillhim.DavidwasemployedtoserveSaul.Heplayedtheharp,lyre

whereveranevilspirit

possessedSaul.

5)WhenSamueldied;thePhilistinesgatheredtofightIsrael.Saulwasfilled

withterror.Saulenquired

from Godwhetherheshouldgotowar,butdidnotgetananswer.Saul

disobeyedGodbyaskinga

medium (witch)toconsultthedeadforhim.Thisactledtothedeathof

Saultogetherwithhisson

Jonathaninbattle.

6)Saulwasconcernedwithwhatpeoplethoughtofhim thanpleasingGod.

Hewantedtopleasepeople
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andnotGod.HewasdisobedientwithGod(1Samuel15:24)

Lessons,whichChristianscanlearnfrom KingSaul’sfailures

1)Valueofbeingpatient.

2)ChristianshouldobeyGod,followHiscommandsandnotbeafraidof

people.

3)Christianshouldobeyreligiousleadersplacedoverthem byGod.

4)Christianleadersshouldbehumble

5)ItisagainsttheteachingsofGod,againstthewillofGodtoconsultthe

spiritsofthedeadthrough

mediums.

7)Withoutfaith,itisimpossibletopleaseGod.

Goddesiressincereworship.

9)Politicalleadersshouldconsultandlistentoreligiousleaders.

10)Christiansshouldnotturnagainsttheirenemiesorrivals.Theyshould

notplottohavethem

destroyedandkilled.

LESSONTHREE:IMPORTANCEOFDAVID(1Samuel16:1–23,2Samuel

6:1–15)

Learningoutcomes.AfterreadingaboutKingDavid,youshould

a.StatehisimportancetoGodandtheIsraelites

b.AnalyseachievementsandfailuresofKingDavid

c.TraceDavidlineageuptoJesusChrist

d.NarratefulfillmentofthepromisestoDavidintheNewTestament

e.GivereasonswhyGodrejectedDavid’soffertobuildhim atemple

DavidtookoverkingshipofIsraelthoughsomepeopleresistedhisrule.At

firstheruledthehouseof

Judah.Laterontheothertribesralliedbehindhim.

ImportanceofKingDavid

DavidbecamekingafterthedeathofSaul.Heruledforover40yearsas

kingofJudahandIsrael.

AchievementsofDavid
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1)Hewasabrilliantmilitarycommander

2)HecapturedtheoldfortressofJerusalem from theJebusitesandmade

ithiscapitalcity.

3)Heremovedthearkofcovenantfrom thehouseofAbinadabinShiloh

andbroughtittoJerusalem.

4)HeexpressedgreatfaithinGod.ThroughhisfaithinGod,hewasableto

killGoliath,thegreat

Philistinewarrior.

5)Hewasaskilledmusicianandcomposedmarrypsalmsthatwereused

andarestillbeingusedin

templeandchurchworship.

6)DavidrespectedtheprophetsofGodandalwaysconsultedthem

wheneverhewantedtodo

anything.

7)HeexpandedthegeographicalboundariesofIsraelthroughconquests.

Hewasagreatdiplomatandestablishedgoodpoliticalrelationswiththe

neighboringkings.

9)Hewasashrewdadministratorwhochosewiseeldersandcounselorsto

advicehim.

10)Godpromisedtoestablishaneverlastingkingdom forDavid

11)DavidruledoverIsrael,administeringlawandjusticetoallpeople.

12)HetookacensusoftheIsraelitesandusedtheinformationto(a)

recruityoungmenintomilitary

serviceand(2)decideonthepolicyoftaxation.

13)Davidhadremarkableleadershipqualities.Hewaskind.Hespared

mephibosheth,Saul’sgrandson.

14)Davidwashumble.Hewasreadytoacceptsinshehadcommittedand

repente.g.herepentedafter

committingadulterywithBathsheba.

DavidasanancestorofJesusChrist(2Samuel1–29,LK1:26–33)

DavidintendedtobuildasplendidtempleforGodinJerusalem.Hefeltit
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wasnotfairfortheArkofthe

Covenanttocontinuedwellinginatentwhilehehimselflivedina

magnificentpalace.Toachievethis

goal,DavidconsultedNathan,theprophetonwhethertobuildthetemple.

Theprophetapprovedthe

idea.Butthatnight,Nathanreceivedarevelationform Godthatstatedthat

Davidwasnottobuilda

house(temple)forGod.David’ssonwouldbuildthetempleofGod(2

Samuel7:5–6).ProphetNathan

gaveDavidGod’smessagetoDavid.

Themessagewasthat

a)Hissonwillbuildthetemple

b)GodwouldgiveDavid’sdescendantsaplacetosettle

c)Godpromisedtoraiseupanheirfrom thehouseofDavidtositonthe

throne

d)GodpromisedtomakeDavid’snamegreatorfamousamongallother

leadersoftheearth.

ReasonswhyGodrejectedDavid’soffertobuildhim atemple

Herearesomeofthereasons:

a.DavidhadbeeninvolvedinalotofwarswiththeIsraelites’enemiesand

hadthusshedalotofblood.

b.GodwasaGodofthepeopleandcouldnotbeconfinedtoahouse.

c.ItwasthewillofGodtoestablishthehouseofDavid(buildDavidahouse)

ratherthanDavidbuildsa

houseforhim (God).ThehumanbodyisthetempleofGod.Goddwellsin

theheartsofpeople.

d.Davidhadgrownold.Godwantedhim torest.

e.GodhadplannedthatDavid’ssonwouldbuildahouseforhim –aplace

tohousetheArkofthe

Covenant.KingSolomon,David’ssonbuiltthetempleandfulfilledGod’s

promisestoDavid.Solomon’s
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rulewaspeacefulandprosperous.

TheNewTestamentisafulfillmentofGod’spromisestoDavid

1)ThegospelwriterstellusthatJesuswasborninthefamilyofDavid

(Luke1:26–27)

2)TheangelofGodduringtheannunciationofthebirthofJesussaidthat

Hewillbelikehisancestor

David(Luke1:32–33)

3)JesuswasborninBethlehem whichwasalsothebirthplaceofDavid

(Luke2:4)

4)BartimaeustheblindmanofJerichohailedJesusasthesonofDavid

5)DuringhistriumphalentrytoJerusalem,Jesuswashailedbythecrowd

asthemessiahdescended

from David.

6)Inhisgenealogy,saintMathewsaysthatJesuswasadescendantof

David(Matt.1:1)

FailuresofKingDavid.

AlthoughDavidhadmanyvirtues:

1)HeorderedUriahtobeplacedatthebattleforefrontsothathecanbe

killed.

2)UriahwasthehusbandofBathsheba.Davidhadcommittedadulterywith

her.

3)HetookBathshebaashiswife

LESSONFOUR:LEADERSHIPOFKINGDAVID

Lessonoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshouldassessleadership

qualitiesdemonstratedbyking

David

Davidshowed

1)Courageandbravery.Davidwascourageousandbrave.Modernleaders

shouldbereadytodiewith

andfortheirsubjects.

2)Gratitude–thankfulandgrateful.DavidalwaysthankedGodforany
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successorfavorshereceived.

GoodleadersshouldbethankfulandgratefultoGodaswellastotheir

fellowhumanbeings.

3)Loyalty.DavidwasloyaltoGodandtotheIsraelites.Agoodleader

shouldbeloyal,andneverbetray

hispeople.

4)Justice.Davidadministeredjusticetoallhissubjectswithoutfavoring

anyone.Notribalism or

nepotism.Aleadershouldbefairtoall(2Samuel8:15).

5)God–fearing,havingfaith.DavidwasGodfearing.Heexpressedhis

totaltrustinGod.Modern

leadersneedtoemulatethisquality.

6)Humility.Aleadershouldbeahumbleperson.ThoughDavidhadbeen

appointedastheking,he

continuedtoserveSauluntilSauldied.Heacceptedhisfailuresandasked

forforgiveness

7)Kind.Davidwasakindleader.Leadersshouldbekind.Davidsparedthe

lifeofSaultwiceyetSaul

wantedtokillhim.

Wisdom.Davidwascarefulwhenchoosinglegaladvisorstoassisthim in

hisrule.Hewasalsowise.He

reducedtribaljealousiesbychoosingJerusalem;aneutralspotfor

administrativepurposes.

9)Delegation–ashrewdadministrator.Agoodeldershouldbeableto

delegateduties.Daviddelegated

duties.Heinvolvedothersinadvising,andadministering

LESSONFIVE:ACHIEVEMENTSANDFAILURESOFKINGSOLOMON(1KING

3–12)

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould:

a.AnalyseachievementsofkingSolomon

b.StatefailuresofkingSolomon
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AfterDaviddied,hissonSolomonbecamethenextking.KingshipinIsrael

washereditary.Solomonwas

chosenbyDavidtobehissuccessor.Hetookoverfrom Davidatatimeof

peaceandsecurityestablished

byDavid.

Achievements

1)HemadeIsraelrichbyestablishingtradewithothercountries

2)Hewasagoodtraderandasuccessfulmerchant.Hetradedincopper,

horses,timber,silverandgold.

Heestablishedinternationaltradewiththeneighboringcountries.For

example,hetradedwithTyrein

cedarandpinelogs.

3)HeestablishedawellequippedlargearmyforIsrael

4)Hewasabuilder.HebuiltamagnificenttempleforGodinlinewithGod’s

promisetoDavid.Healso

constructedothercities(Megiddo)andapalaceforhimself.

5)Heisrememberedforhisamazingadministrativeskills.Hehad550

officialsinchargeoflabourforce.

6)Hewasadiplomaticruler.Heestablishedfriendlytieswithhis

neighbours.Thisensuredcontinued

peace.ForinstancehemarriedthedaughtersofthekingsofEgypt,Moab,

EdenandSidonsoasto

establishstrongtieswiththosenations.

7)Hehadgreatwisdom.Hejudgedadifficultcasebetweentwowomen

whowereclaimingownership

ofthesamechild.

HecomposedmanywisesayingsknownastheproverbsofSolomon.He

alsocomposedsongslikeSong

ofSolomonandSongofSongsandpoemsinEcclesiastes.

9)HededicatedthetempleofGodwithgreatrejoicing.

10)HebroughttheArkoftheCovenanttothetempleofJerusalem.
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FailuresofKingSolomon

1)Hemarriedwomenfrom manyforeigncountries.Theseactionsmade

SolomonbreaktheTorahas

Israeliteswerenotsupposedtomarryforeigners.Throughthesemarriages,

idolworshipstartedin

Israel.Thiswasbecauseheallowedhiswivestoworshiptheirgods,build

templesandaltarsforthem.

ThisledtointroductionofidolatryinIsrael.

2)Solomonconstructedhispalacefor13years.HethenbuiltGod’stemple

for7years.Thisshowedthat

heprobablylovedhimselfmorethanGod.

3)HekilledhisownhalfbrotherAdonijaonsuspicionthathecouldbea

rivaltothethrone.

4)Solomonlivedlavishly,andexpensively.HethusburdenedtheIsraelites

withhightaxes.

5)Heusedforcedlabour.ThiswasthesameasenslavingtheIsraelites.

6)Heworshippedidols.Solomon’sheartwasturnedtosuchothergodsas

Ashtoreth/ashitarte–

goddessofSidonandMolech–thegodoftheAmmonites.Thiswas

breakingGod’scommandments

7)HesoldpartofIsraeliteterritorytothekingofTyre

Heusedpaganskillswhendesigning,decorating,andfurnishingthetemple.

9)HemadetreatieswithothernationsinspiteofthefactthatGodhad

forbiddenIsraelfrom making

treaties

10)Hewasextravagant.Heusedalotofstatewealthtoentertainand

pleasehismanywivesand

concubines.

Activity.ManyhusbandsinKenyapracticepolygamy.Iwantyoutofindout

from yourneighbourswhat

aretheadvantagesanddisadvantagesofpolygamy.Thenwriteapaper
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arguingeitherforpolygamyor

monogamy.

LESSONSIX:IMPORTANCEOFTHETEMPLEINISRAEL

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould

a)Defineatemple

b)StatetheimportanceofthetempletoIsraelites.

Definitionofatemple

ThisisabuildingdedicatedtotheworshipofGod.Solomonbuiltthetemple

asafulfillmentofthe

promisesthatGodgavetoDavid,thathissonwouldbuildahouseforhim.

Importanceandusesofatemple

1)Itwasacentreofworship.PrayersandsacrificeswereofferedtoGod

from thetemple.

2)ItsymbolizedthepresenceofGodamongtheIsraelites.

3)TheArkoftheCovenantwaskeptinthetempleasasymbolofGod’s

presenceamonghispeople.

4)ThetempleactedasasymbolofunityinIsrael.Everyyearallthe

IsraeliteshadtogotoJerusalem to

celebratesuchfeastsasthePassover,feastoftabernacles’dayof

atonement.Thisledtotheunityofthe

Israelites.

5)Dedicationofchildrenandpurificationweredoneinthetemple.

6)Itwasaresidenceforthepriest.

7)Itwasabusinesscentrewherepeopleboughtandsoldanimalsneeded

forsacrifice.

Thetempleactedasaschooltothescribes,rabbisandotherswhostudied

andinterpretedtheMosaic

Law.

9)ThetemplealsoactedasthejudicialcourtofIsrael.Judgesworkedfrom

thetemple

10)Itiswherereligiousceremonieslikenamingandcircumcisionofbaby
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boystookplace.

11)Itwasahouseofprayer.

Revisionquestions

a.ExplainthereasonsagainstkingshipinIsrael1Sam 8:10-20

b.ExplaintheimportanceofDavidaskingofIsrael

c.HowdidJesusfulfilthepropheciesofprophetNathanasadescendant

ofDavid?(i.e.areaswhere

Jesusismentionedascomingfrom David)

d.WhatarethefailuresofkingSolomon?

e.Whichleadershipqualitiescanmodernleaderslearnfrom David?

TOPICSIX:LOYALTYTOGOD–ELIJAH

LESSONONE:EFFECTSOFIDOLATRYINISRAEL

Introduction

AfterthedeathofSolomon,thekingdom ofIsraelsplitintotwocountries.

thesouthernkingdom called

JudahruledbyKingRehoboam andtheNorthernkingdom calledIsraelled

byKingJeroboam.Other

kingswhoruledthesetwonationswereKingAbijah,KingAsaofJudah,and

kingNadab,Baasha,Elah,

Zimri,Omri,andAhabofIsrael.DuringthetimeofElijahkingAhabruled–

Israel.

Learningoutcomes.Afterstudyingthislessononidolatry,youshould

a.StatefactorsthatledtospreadofidolatryinIsrael

b.Analysereligiousschism betweenJudahandIsrael

c.DescribeKingAhab’smarriagetothePhoenicianprincess(Tyre)

d.Explainthefailuretocompletelydestroytemples,andplacesofworship

e.StateeffectsofidolatryinIsrael

a.FactorsthatledtospreadofidolatryinIsrael

WhenIsraelitesintermarriedwithothercommunities,theyworshippedtheir

gods.TheBiblemakesit

clearthat
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iTherewasalotofinfluencebyCanaanitereligion

iiTherewasdivision/schism ofIsraelinto2kingdoms

iiiAhab’smarriedthePhoenicianprincess

ivIsraelitesdidnotdestroyallgodsaftersettlinginCanaan.

InfluenceofthelocalCanaanitereligion

Idolatryistheworshipofidols.Anidolisanimagerepresentingagodmade

usingpreciousmaterials

suchasgold,bronze,stone,andhardwoodimageskeptintheplacesof

worship.Godhadforbidden

Israelitesfrom bowingdowntoimagesandworshippingidols,intermarrying

withnon-Israelites,and

makingtreaties.WhenIsraelitessettledinCanaan,theyforgotGod’s

commandments.They

intermarriedandweregreatlyinfluencedbythelocalreligion.

Israeliteschangedfrom beingpastoralisttofarmers.Theytherefore

worshippedBaalthegodofrain,

agriculturalfertility,andstorms.IsraelitesworshippedBaal,forrainfortheir

crops.TheIsraeliteswere

alsoattractedtothevisiblegodsofCanaanasopposedtotheinvisible

Yahweh.Thisishowidolatry

spreadinIsrael.HoweversomeIsraelitesmaintainedworshipofYahweh

only(monotheistic)while

othersworshippedYahwehandBaal(syncretism).

CharacteristicsoftheCanaanitereligion.Canaanitereligionwas:

1.Polytheistic.Theyworshippedmanygods.TheIsraelitesreligionwas

monotheistic.Theyworshipped

YahwehandnootherGod.Theyabandonedtheirreligionandworshipped

manygodslikeCanaanite.

ThisinfluencedtheIsraelites.

2.Anaturereligion.Thegodswererelatedwiththeforcesofnaturesuchas

rain,sun,storms,drought,
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famine,wind,wateranddeath.

3.Ensuredcontinuedfertilityofland,people,animals

4.Basedonmanyfamiliesofgods.Therewas

a.EL–Chiefgod–whowastheirfather,king,creator

b.Asherah–wifeofEl–thegoddessofmotherhoodandfertility

c.Baal–alsoreferredtoasBaalHadad,sonofElandAsherah–thegodof

rain,agriculturalfertility,

storms

d.Astarte–wifeofBaal-thegoddessofwar

e.Anat–sisterofBaal–thegoddessofwarandlove

f.Maat–thegoddessoflove

g.Mot–mostfeared.Thegodofdrought,famineanddeath

5.Freeandtempleofprostitution.Israelitesturnedtotempleprostitution.

Womenwhowantedto

increasevitalityoftheirhusbandshadsexualrelationswiththemalepriests

intheBaaltemples.

6.Hadmanyplacesofworship.Onecouldprayinthetemple,undersacred

trees,andontopofthehills

amongothers.

7.Basedonofferingsandsacrificesofhumanbeings.

Exercise.StatedifferencesbetweenIsraelandCanaanitereligion

b.Religiousschism betweenJudahandIsrael

Schism occurredamongtheIsraelitesbecausethereweresharp

differenceswithinthem.These

differenceswerereligious,politicalandsocial.AfterthedeathofSolomon,

thenationofIsraelwassplit.

Rehoboam ruledonegroupwhiletheotherwasruledbyJeroboam.

Becauseofthissplit,Jeroboam

couldnotgotoJerusalem toworshipinthetemple.Hethussetupother

placesofworshiponeat

Bethel,andanotheratDan.Jeroboam alsosetupimagestorepresent
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Yahweh.Thoughhehadno

intentionofIdolworship,itturnedouttobesobecausehemadehis

subjectstooffersacrificestothese

goldencalves,whichhehaddesignedasimagesrepresentingYahweh.He

alsobuiltplacesofworshipon

hilltopsliketheCanaanites.Hechosepriestsfrom otherfamiliesinaddition

totheLeviteFamily.

Furthermore,heorganisedreligiousfestivalsandfeastsinthemonthofhis

choice.Asitwere,they

coincidedwiththeCanaanitescalendars.Hethenburntincenseatthealtar

ofidols.Jeroboam therefore

startedidolworshipandgaveroom foridolatry.Kingswhosucceededhim

followedthisidolworship.

c.KingAhab’smarriagetothePhoenician/Tyreprincess

AhabmarriedJezebel,thedaughteroftheKingEthbaalofSidon(Tyre)to

strengthentieswith

Tyre/Phoenicia.QueenJezebelwasambitious,andastrongfollowerof

Baalreligion.Ahaballowedher

tobringhergodstoIsrael.SheforcedIsraelitestoworshipBaalandnot

Yahweh.Sheimported450

prophetsofBaalandsupportedthem usingpublictreasury.Ahabbuilta

templetoBaalInSamaria.He

alsoputupanimageofgoddess–Asherah.

d.WhenIsraelitessettledinCanaan,theydidnotdestroytemples,placesof

worship,idols,imagesthat

theyfoundthere.AsaresultCanaanite’sreligiouspracticesinfluenced

Israelites’worshipofYahweh

leadingtoidolatry.

TheeffectsofidolatryharmedIsraelitesas:

1)Syncretism developed.Thiswasaprocessofmixingbeliefsand

practicesfrom differentreligions.
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IsraelitesworshippedYahwehandthegodsofCanaan.

2)FormerplacesofworshipfortheCanaanitegodswereusedasplacesof

worshipforYahweh

3)TheCanaaniteagriculturalcalendarwasadoptedbyIsraelites

4)NamesoftheCanaanitegodswereusedforYahweh.Forexample,EL

wasreferredtoasYahweh

5)ParentsbegannamingtheirchildrenafterBaal.

6)Feastsandcelebrationswerechangedtocorrespondwiththoseof

Canaaniteswhentheycelebrated

theirfeasts.

7)KingAhabdeclaredworshipofBaalasthestatereligion

QueenJezebelorderedthedestructionofthealtarsofYahweh

9)ProphetsofYahwehwerekilled.Elijahwentintohiding.

10)The450prophetsofBaalweremadetheofficialsoftheroyalcourtin

ordertopromoteandprotect

Baalreligion

11)IsraelstartedtoexperiencelongdroughtsbecauseYahwehwithdrew

hisblessings.ThismadeIsrael

worshippersofEl

LESSONTWO:ELIJAH’SFIGHTAGAINSTCORRUPTIONANDFALSE

RELIGIONINISRAEL

Learningoutcomes.AfterstudyingElijah,youshould

a.DescribethecontestatMountCarmel

b.ExplainhowElijahfoughtagainstcorruption

c.ExplaintherelationshipbetweenAhabandNaboth

d.DescribeGod’ssentencetoAhab.

e.RelateElijah’sencounterwithYahwehatMt.Horeb

f.Identifyformsofcorruption

a)ThecontestatMountCarmel(1King18:17–46).Carmelreferstothe

vineyardoftheLord.KingAhab

broughttroubletoIsraelbecauseofworshippingtheidolsofBaal.Elijah
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toldAhabthattheproblems

IsraelwasfacingwereduetoworshipofBaal,

Thedecision.ElijahrequestedkingAhabtocallameetingatMtCarmel.In

attendancewouldbeall

Israelites,450prophetsofBaal,and400prophetsofthegoddessAsherah

whoweresupportedby

QueenJezebelandElijah

ElijahtoldIsraelitesitwasdecisiontime.TheyhadtochoosetheirGod.

WoulditbeYahweh,theGodof

IsraelorBaalthegodofJezebelofPhoenician/Tyre.IfitwastobeBaal,

thentheyweretoldtofollow

him,iftheyselectYahwehastheirGodthentheyweretofollowhim (1

kings18vs.21).

Thechoice.Elijahproposedacontestbetweenhim andBaalprophets.He

askedfortwobullsonefor

him,theotherfor450prophetsofBaal.Thecontestwaswhocanlightfire?

YahwehorBaal?He

proposedthatBaalprophetsandhimselfbegiveneachabullock.Bothshall

cutthebullintopiecesand

putthem onwoodwithoutlightingfire.TheBaalprophetsshallpraytotheir

godandElijahshallprayto

theLord.Theonewhosendsfiretoconsumethesacrifices..heisGod.The

peopleofIsraelaccepted

Elijah’sproposal.

Actions.TheprophetsofBaalprayedfirstbecausetheyweremany.They

tookthebull,prepareditand

prayedtoBaaluntilnoon(vs.26).Theyprayedlouder,andcutthemselves

withknivesanddaggers;but

therewerenoanswer.TheprophetsofBaalkeptonrantingandravinguntil

eveningbuttherewasno

answer(vs.29).
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Elijahaskedpeopletogathernearhim.HepreparedthealtaroftheLordto

repairwork.Hetook12

stonesrepresentingthe12tribesofIsrael(whowerenamedafterthe12

sonsofJacoborIsrael)and

usedthem torebuildthealtar.Hethendugatrencharoundthealtar.This

trenchcouldhold14litresof

water.Heplacedthewoodonthealtar;cutthebullintopiecesandlaid

them onthewood.Heaskedfor

fourbarrelsofwaterandpoureditontheofferingandwood.Hepoured

wateronthealtarthreetimes

untilthewateroverflowed,runaroundthealtarandfilledthetrenches.Elijah

thencalledontheLord

“OLord,theGodofAbraham,…provenowthatyouaretheGodofIsraeland

thatam yourservantand

havedoneallthisatyourcommand”(vs.29).

TheLordsentfiredownanditburntupthesacrifice,wood,stones,anddust

andlickedupthewater

thatwasinthetrench.Whenpeoplesawthis,theyproclaimed‘TheLord,is

God;theLordaloneisGod”.

ElijahaskedpeopletoarresttheprophetsofBaal,ledthem downtothe

riverKishonandkilledthem.

AndafterthistherewasraininIsrael(vs.40).

Lessonslearntfrom Mt.Carmel.IsraelitesacknowledgedthatYahwehis:

iIstheironlyGodandthatBaalwasnotGod

iiIspowerful

iiiIsamercifulGod

ivIsajealousGodasHewillhavenoothergodsbuthim

vIsaGodofjusticewhopunishesidolatersandsinners

viAnswersprayer

viiIsaforgivingtrueGod

viiiProtectshisservants
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b)Elijah’sfightagainstcorruption(1Kings21:1–29)

Corruptionisdefinedasdishonesty.It’saform ofinjusticewhendealing

witheitheranindividualorthe

communityforselfishgainandbenefit.Inacorruptsocietypeoplein

leadershiporwithwealthtake

advantageoftheweak,andthepoor.Thepowerfulexploitthepoorandthe

powerlessbydenyingthem

theirrights.AnexampleofcorruptioninIsraelisthestoryoftheNaboth’s

Vineyard.

Naboth’svineyard.AhabwantedNabothtoeitherselltohim hisvineyardor

exchangeitwithanother

vineyard.Nabothrefusedtosellhisinheritance.Jezebel,onseeingthat

Ahabwassorrowfultoldhim

thatshewillgethim Naboth’svineyard.JezebelsentoutlettersinAhab’s

nametotheeldersofthecity.

ShefoundtwowitnesseswhocouldbearwitnessthatNabothhad

blasphemedGodandkingAhab.

WitnessestestifiedthatNabothhadblasphemedGod.Hewasstonedto

death.GodthensentElijahto

meetwithAhabashewenttopossessthevineyardofNaboth.

God’ssentencetoAhab.GodpronouncedtoAhabthroughElijahthat(1)

dogsshalllickhisownblood

from theplacewheredogslickedthebloodofNaboth(2)Hissonsshallbe

killed(3)Dogsshalleat

JezebelbythewallofJezreel(4)EvilshallbebroughtuponAhab’shouse.

ThiswasbecauseAhabhadbrokenthesecommandments:

The6thcommandment–whichforbidsmurder

The9thcommandmentwhichforbidsbearingoffalsewitness.Ahab

allowedhiswifetobearfalse

witnessagainstNaboth

10thCommandments–youshallnotcovetyourneighbor’sproperty.
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Elijah’sencounterwithYahwehatMt.Horeb(Mr.Sinai)1Kings19

AfterkillingtheprophetsofBaal,ElijahwasthreatenedbyJezebel.She

vowedtokillhim.Elijahran

awaytothewilderness.TheangelofGodfedhim withaloafofbreadanda

jarofwater.Aftereating

anddrinkingElijahwalkedtoMt.Sinai–theholymountainofGod.He

stayedtherefor40daysand40

nights.InthemountainGodappearedtohim.

Therewasastrongwind,anearthquake,afirebuttheLordwasnotinthem.

Thenthelordspoketo

Elijahinastillsmallvoice.GodtoldElijah“returnandanointHazaelasking

ofSyria,Jehuaskingof

Israel,andanointElishaasaprophetandyoursuccessor.

Self-assessmentquestion.HowcanChristianshelpreducecorruptionin

Kenya?

Answer

Firstistorecognizethevariousformsofcorruptionlike:tribalism,bribery,

cheatinginbusiness,stealing,

misuseofpublicfunds,grabbingpublicland,robberywithviolenceand

dishonesty

Self-assessmentquestion.HowcanChristiansfightcorruption?Christians

canfightcorruptionby:

a).Employinglifeskills

a)Applyingtheircriticalthinking.Thisistheabilitytomakeappropriate

decisions;byweighinginthe

consequencesofactionsbeforetakingdecisions.

b)Creativethinkingandbeingimaginative.Thisistheabilitytoexplorenew

waysofhandlingissues,

c)Decisionmakingwhichistheabilitytomaketherightchoices

d)Assertiveness.Thisistheabilitytoexpressonesopinionwithconfidence

e)Prayingforthecorrupttochangetheirbehaviour
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f)Settingagoodexamplebyactingasagoodrolemodel

g)Educatingpeopleontheevilsofcorruption

h)Reportingthosewhoareengagedincorruptdealings/practicestothe

relevantauthorities.

i)Obeyingthelawsofthesociety/country

Votingformorallyuprightleaders.

LESSONTHREE:REASONSWHYELIJAHFACEDDANGERANDHOSTILITY

ASAPROPHETOFGOD

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshall

a.ExplainwhyElijah,facedhostility

b.ShowrelevanceofElijah’spropheticmissiontoChristianitytoday

It’snoteasyforapersontoopposethegovernmentanditspolicies.The

personnormallyfacesdanger

andhatred.Elijahfacedhostilityfrom KingAhab,hiswifeJezebelandthe

450prophetsofBaal.

Elijahfacedhostilitybecause

a.HepronouncedathreeyearsdroughtinIsrael,whichbroughtsufferings.

b.Heputtodeath450prophetsofBaal

c.HeboldlycondemnedkingAhabfortakingawayNaboth’svineyard

d.Hepreachedatatimewhentherewasidolatry,andBaalwastheofficial

religioninIsrael

e.HeidentifiedhimselfwithYahwehinthemidstofprosecutionofGod’s

prophetsbyJezebel.

RelevanceofElijah’spropheticmissiontoChristianstoday

LessonsChristianslearnfrom thelifeofElijah

1)Elijahwascourageous.Churchleadersshouldremaincourageousand

condemnanyform ofsocial

injustice

2)ModernChristianslearntoremainfaithfultoGodthroughwordanddeed

evenifitwouldcostthem

theirlives
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3)AsGodhelpedElijahindifficulttimeshewillalsohelptheChristians

hencetheyshouldnotdespair.

4)ElijahwasamanofprayerChristiansshouldpraytoGodalways.

5)Christiansshouldadvocatefortherightsofthepoorandspeakout

againstanyform ofoppression.

6)Christiansshouldnotgivefalseevidenceagainsttheirneighbours

7)ChristiansshouldbepersistentlikeElijahwasintheirstruggleagainst

injustice

GodcommunicatedwithElijahinastillsmallvoiceindicatinghisintimacy

withtheprophet.Thismeans

thatGodisabletoestablishanintimaterelationshipwithhisfaithful.

Reviewquestions

a)DescribethequalitiesofElijahthatledtohisachievements

b)Whatisschism andsyncretism

c)WhataresomeofthecharacteristicsofElijahthatamodernChristian

shouldstrivetoemulate?

d)WhataretheeffectsofidolatryinIsraeltoday?

e)DescribeElijah’sfightagainstfalsereligioninIsrael

f)DescribeElijah’sfightagainstcorruption1kings21

g)WhatcanChristianslearnfrom theteachingsofElijah?

TOPICSEVEN:SELECTEDASPECTSOFAFRICANRELIGIOUSHERITAGE.

Introduction

AllTraditionalAfricanCommunitiesbelieveinaSupremeBeingwhoisthe

originandsustainerofall

things:Heisthecreatoroftheuniversityandallthatitcontains.

AllAfricansagreethatnobodyhaseverseenGod.Therefore,nobodycan

reallydescribeHim,yet

throughtheirreligiousinsights,Africanshaveformulatedidealaboutthe

natureofGod.Theseideas

concernHisrealbeingandHisactivities.

“Traditionalreligion”referstoAfricanculturethatexistedinthesub–
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SaharanAfrica.Africantraditional

culturehadnoscripturesortextsbecausemostofitwasoral.Itwas

preservedandhandeddownfrom

generationtogeneration-throughoraltraditions;ceremonies;rituals,and

leadingpersonalities.

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthistopic,youshouldbeableto

a)ExplainandappreciatetheAfricanconceptofGodspiritsandancestors

b)IdentifyattributesofGod

c)ExplaintheAfricanunderstandingofthehierarchyofbeings

d)DescribetheroleofGod,spiritsandancestors

e)ExplaintheresponsibilitiesofthelivingtowardsGod,spiritsand

ancestors

f)DescribethetraditionalAfricanwayofworshippingGod,veneratingand

communicatingwiththe

ancestorsandspirits.

LESSONONE:AFRICANCONCEPTOFGOD,SPIRITSANDANCESTORS

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson,youshould

a.DescribetheAfricanconceptofhis/herreligion

b.StateattributesofGod

c.Drawadiagram showinghierarchyofbeings

Africansbelievedinexistenceofasupremebeingwholivedinmountains,

cloudsandthesky.Godwas

thecreatoroftheuniverse.InAfricantraditions,religionwasintegratedin

everyaspectoflifeanddaily

activities.Forexample,farmingactivitiesinvolvedGod,spiritsand

ancestors.PeoplewouldpraytoGod,

spiritsancestorssoastoaskforblessingsinordertohaveagoodharvest.

Livestockkeepersbelieved

thatfertilityoftheiranimalsisaresultoftheblessingsofGod.IfGodwas

appeased,animalswould

increase.
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Naturalphenomenasuchasthunder,lightning,rain;goodharvest,andbirth

werelinkedtotheSupreme

Beingandtheinvisibleworld.Iftherewerecalamitiessuchasdrought,

disease,famine,anddeath,it

wasanindicationthatGod,spiritsandancestorsweredispleasedwith

humankind.Manycommunities

haveinvocationsutteredthroughouttheday

NatureorAttributesofgod

Godisdescribedwithmanynames,whichareGod’sattributes.Theseare

amongothers:

a)GodisGood–Nearlyall-AfricancommunitiesdescribeGodasbeing

goodtoallpeopleandthings.He

givesrain,sunshineandlifeamongmanyothergifts.

b)Godismerciful.TheAkambarefertoGodas“Godofpity”,the‘merciful

one’.Godshowsmercyin

timesofdanger,illness,difficultyoranxiety.

c)Godisholy.Heispure,holyanddoesnotmakemistakes.Yorubacall

him Godwhoispure,without

blemish.TheKikuyusayGodis“Possessorofwhiteness”andtheBukusu–

‘masterwhitewash’.African

traditionsallapproachGodwithreverence,fear,respectandhonor.For

examplewhenoffering

sacrifices,theywouldofferaone-colouranimaleitherwhite,black,orbrown

andnotaspottedanimal.

d)Godispowerfuli.e.Omnipotent.Godisdescribedasalmighty.Hispower

isexpressedinnatural

occurrenceslikethunder,lighting,earthquakes,rains,andfloods.

e)Godisallknowing(Omniscient).Godknewallthings;nothingcanbe

hiddenfrom him.Hediscerns

hearts.

f)Godisallpresent(Omnipresent).Heispresenteverywhereintheuniverse
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g)Godislimitless.Godhasnolimit.Heisbothveryfarandverynear,

beyondandwithin.

h)Godistranscendent.Godcannotbeexhaustedbyhumanimagination.

Heisunexplainable,beyond

humanexperienceandunderstanding.

i)Godisallunderstanding

j)Godisself–existent.Hemadeallthingsbuthehimselfisnotmade.He

existsonhisown.Zuluexplain

thatGodis‘hewhoisofhimself.

k)GodisaspiritHeisinvisible,andeverlasting..ShillukofSudanreferto

him as‘greatspirit’‘the

formlessspirit.

l)Godiseverlasting.Godiseternal,neverchanges,andneverdies.The

Yorubacallhim ”themighty

immovablerockthatneverdies.

m)GodisGodcreatedthecreator.TheworldKikuyucallhim “Mumbi”

n)Godisjust.KikuyurefertoGodas“Mugai”meaning“divider”.‘Onewho

sharesout’.Godjudges

fairly,punishesthosewhodowrongandrewardsthegoodwithblessings.

o)Godistheprovider.AllcommunitiesacknowledgethatGodprovides

them witheverythingtheyhave.

AfricansbuiltrepresentationofthepowerofGod.Theyidentifiedsites,

placesandthingsthat

representedthepresenceandpowerofGod.Forexamplethingslikebig

trees,thickforest,high

mountains,uniquerockformationsandlargeriversandanimals.Inthese

placestheybuiltsites,and

shrines.Shrineswereregardedasholyandpeopleapproachedthem with

reverence

Spirits.TheywerebelievedtoexistbetweenGodandhumanbeingsinthe

universe.Spiritswerediverse
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andcreatedbyGod.Somespiritsweredeadhumanbeings.Spiritswere

dividedintonature,sky,earth

andhumanspiritsthatwereeitherlongdead(ghosts)orrecentlydead

(ancestors).

Thereweredifferenttypesofspirits.Thesewere:

a.Divinities.ThesearespiritscreatedbyGod.TheyareclosetoGodandact

ashisagents.Theyarein

chargeofnaturalphenomenalikethesun,moonandstars.Theyare

intermediariesbetweenGodand

ancestralspirits,humanbeingsandothercreatures.TheyrevealGod’s

plansthroughdivinersand

mediums

b.Humanspirits/commonspirits.Theseareinferiortodivinitiesbuthigher

thanhumankind.Theyare

remainsofhumanbeingsaftertheirdeath.Thesespiritsmonitorhuman

activities.Humanspiritshave

losttheirnamesandarenotlongerrememberedbytheliving.Theyare

believedtoliveintheunder

world,undergrounds,inthickbushes,forests,rivers,mountains,lakes,skies,

andcavesamongother

places.Thesespiritscanbringharm tothelivingifdisrespected.They

appeartopeopleindreamsorin

form ofshadows.Theycanalsoenterorpossessapersonandcause

abnormalities.

3.Ancestors/livingdead

Thesearespiritsoftherecentlydead.Theyarerememberedbytheliving

whenchildrenarenamed

afterthem.Theyareactivelyinvolvedinthelivesandactivitiesoftheliving.

Theirofferings(foodor

drink)arepouredonthegroundforthem toreceive.

Ancestorsareinaperiodoftransitionbetweenthelivingandthehigher



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

categories.Theyarebelievedto

knowtheproblemsofthelivingandthereforeconsultedconstantly.They

arealsoassociatedwithevil

suchasrevengeforburyingthem withouthonor,ornotfollowingthe

instructionstheygavebeforethey

diedorfailingtopourthem libations.Whentheyarehappywiththeliving,

theyareasourceof

blessings.Ancestorswhodidevilthingsorcommittedsuicideareforgotten

andignored.

Hierarchyofbeings.Hierarchymeanstheorderorrankingfrom thehighest

tothelowestofcreated

beings.Atthetopis

Divinities

Ancestors

HumanBeings

AnimalsandPlants

Non-livingThings

LESSONTWO:THEROLEOFGOD,SPIRITSANDANCESTORS

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthislesson:-

a.WriteadescriptionofGodfrom anAfricanperspective

Godisthecreator.TheAkambacommunitybelievedthatGodwhom they

calledMulungucreatedman

andwoman.Hethentossedthem totheearth.TheLuhyaclaim God

createdthem from theblack

topsoilhencetheirskincomplexion.

Godisthesourceoflifeandgiveroflife.BarrenwomenpraytoGodtoask

forchildren.Humanbeings
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dependonGodforlife,rain,air,andsunshine.

Godistheprovider.Hegavedomesticanimalstohumanbeingsfortheir

use.Domesticanimalshave

manyusessuchasrepaymentofdowry,food,andsacrificestoGod,

paymentofafinebyanoffender.

Manywildanimalsareusedinfolksongsandtalestodiscourage

cowardice,andlaziness

Godisaprotectorofhumanbeingsfrom evil.

Godisthegiverofmorallawsandajudgeofpeople

Godofferssolutionstoman’sproblemsthroughmediums,andprophets

Godgivespowertothespecialistssuchasmedicinemen,womenand

priests.

Godpunishespeopleforwrongdoing

Wildanimalssuchashyenaareusedinfolkstoriestodiscourage

cowardice.Storiesoftortoiseillustrate

theimportanceofbeingslowbutsure.Snakesinsomecommunitiessuch

astheLuhyawerenotkilled.

Thecommunitybelievedsnakeswereimmortalancestorscomingtovisit

theliving.

Plantswereusedasfoodforpeopleandanimals.Treeswereusedforfuel

andbuildingmaterials.Some

treeswereusedassacredplacesofworship.

Non-livingthingssuchastherain,rocks,andrivershadareligious

importance.Rainisseenasablessing

from God.Whenrainfails,diviner/rainmakerwasconsulted.Rocks,and

mountainswerebelievedtobe

dwellingplacesfortheliving,thedeadandthespirits.

Thespiritswereviewedasneithergoodnorevil.Humanbeingsfearedthem.

Theirrolesweremany.

They;

iAppearedindreamsespeciallytodiviners,priests,medicinemenand
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women,andrainmakerstorelay

information

iiWereconsultedbyreligiousspecialiststofindthecauseofaproblem ina

givensituation.

iiiWerebad(naughty)spirits,whichdisturbedpeople.Africancommunities

believedthatbadsprits

couldcalloutone’snamebutonturningthere’snoone.

ivWeremanipulatedbysomehumanbeingstocauseharm toothers

vRelayedGod’smessagestohumanbeings.

viSometimespossessedapersoncausingthepersontobesentawayfrom

thevillagetotheforest,ora

wayfrom home.

viiActedasintermediariesbetweenhumans,’divinitiesandGod.

Roleofancestorsisto:-

1)Appeartofamiliesindreams,andvisions.

2)Givefamilyinstructionsi.e.whatshouldbedone.

3)Rebukethosewhofailtohonorthem andwarnthem ofimpending

punishment

4)ActasmediatorsbetweenthelivingandGod.

5)Enquireaboutfamilyaffairsastheyconsideredasmembersofthefamily

6)Requestforsacrificeofananimalwhichisslaughteredforthem

7)Causeillnessormentaldisturbancetomembersofafamilyiftheyare

disregardedordisobeyed.

Preservethecultureofacommunity

9)Welcomethosewhodietothespiritworld.

LESSONTHREE:RESPONSIBILITYOFTHELIVINGTOWARDSGOD,SPIRITS,

ANDANCESTORS

Learningoutcome.Afterstudyingthislesson,youshould

a.StateresponsibilitiesofthelivingtoGod,spirits,andancestors

b.Explainthevariousformsofworship

Responsibilitiesoflivinginclude
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HumanbeingsareexpectedtoworshipGod,spiritsandancestorsand

show(i)reverenceandrespector

venerationtoGod.Theyarealsoexpectedto(i)pray(ii)singand(iii)dance.

Worship.ThisisourmajorresponsibilityasGodexpectsustomeetand

communicatewiththespiritual

worldandGod.ThereareseveralwaysofworshippingGod.Theseinclude

amongothers:

(a)Sacrificesandofferings.Sacrificesincludesheddingofbloodofanimals

andbirds.Offeringsareinthe

form offoodstuffs,milk,waterandhoney.GodwasworshippedbecauseHe

isrecognizedasthe

absoluteowneroflifeandproperty.WealsoworshipGodinorderto(i)

invokeHim forspecialblessings

(ii)thankHim (iii)expressourpersonalfellowshipandcommunionwithGod

(iv)avertorpreventevil.

Evilsbringaboutepidemics,famine,floods,anddrought.

(b)Singinganddancing.AfricansworshippedGodthroughsinging,dancing,

clappingofhands,

drumming,anduseofmusicalinstruments.

(c)Prayers,invocationsandblessings.

Prayerswereaccompaniedwithsacrificesorofferings.Communityleaders

prayedtoGod,spiritsand

ancestors.

(d)Invocationsareshortenedform ofprayerse.g.“HelpmeohGod”‘Oh

greatGod”.Theseareprayers

atthespurofthemoment.Theyarefewwordsfullofmeaningandcalling

forhelpform God.

(e)Formalblessings.Anelderorolderpersongaveblessings.Itisbelieved

thatthepersonblessingthe

otheroneisdoingsoonbehalfofGod.

(f)Venerations.Africanstreatedtheirancestorswithgreatrespectand
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honor.Theyforexample

worshipedancestorsdaily.Worshippingincludedplacingfoodorpouring

libationofbeer,milk,water

andhoneyforthespirits.Asthisactwasdone,theyutteredwordsto

accompanytheofferings.Libations

weredonedailybysomecommunities.

(g).Ancestorswerehonoredby:

MentioningtheirnamesatprayerswasofferedtoGod.

Namingchildrenafterthem.

Invitingthem toparticipateinfamilyceremoniesandrituals.Forexample

duringbirth,andinitiation.

Maintainingtheirgraveswell.

Givingthedeadadecentburial

Communicationwithspirits

Divinersandmediumstalkwith‘spirits”.Todoso,theysitquietlyinaplace;

singing,dancingand

clappingtheirhands.Astheydance,sitandsing,divinerslosetheirsenses

andgetpossessedbythe

spirit.Thespiritsspeakgivethem messagesforindividualsand

communities.Spiritscommunicateon

issuessuchas(i)lostproperty(ii)revealingbynametheenemyinthe

society(iii)makingdemandson

theliving(iv)givingadvice(v)givingwarningsonimpendingdangerand(vi)

makingpromisestoblessa

familyorclan.Spiritsthatpossessmediumsarenotharmful.

Therearebadevilspiritsharmfultopeoplewhom theypossess.Someevil

spiritscutthemselves;others

throwthemselvesintoafire,river,andlake.

Revisionquestions

a)ExplainAfricanbeliefsaboutgod(orqualities)

b)DescribetheAfricanunderstandingofthehierarchyofbeing
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c)Describetheroleoftheancestorstotheliving

d)WhatwastheresponsibilityofthelivingtowardsGod?

e)DescribetheT.A.waysofworshippingGod.

TOPICEIGHT:AFRICANMORALANDCULTURALVALUES

LearningOutcomes

Bytheendofthetopic,youshouldbeableto

aExplainthemeaningoflifeanditswholenessinthetraditionalAfrican

society

bExplaintheAfricanconceptofcommunityandkingshipsystem

cOutlinethefactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutualresponsibilityin

theAfricancommunities

dDescriberitesofpassageandtheirroleinculcatingmoralvaluesinthe

traditionalAfricansociety

eExplaintheroleofreligiousspecialistandtheirrelevanceinmodern

society

fExplaintheAfricanmoralvalues

gDiscussandevaluatecontinuityandchangeintheAfricanunderstanding

ofleisure,dress,oldage,

widows,orphans,dowry,community,land,medicine,worshipandproperty.

LESSONONE:MEANINGOFLIFEANDITSWHOLENESSINTHE

TRADITIONALAFRICANSOCIETY

Learningoutcomes.Bytheendofthelessonyoushouldbeableto:-

1.DescribethemeaningandwholenessoflifeinthetraditionalAfrican

society

2.DescribetheAfricanunderstandingofacommunity

Lifeoriginatesfrom Godanditprogressfrom onestagetoanotherwitha

certainrhythm eachperson

hastofollow.Eachstageoflifeismarkedbyritesofpassage.Lifeis

continuousandunending.Each

personisexpectedtovaluelifeandtoberesponsible.Lifeinvolvessharing.

Itisimmoraltobegreedy
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andselfcentred.Peoplearetobehospitable,warm andcaringtowardother

people.Unityandharmony

aretobeupheld.Lifeisviewedaswholeonlyifapersonwentthroughall

thestagesorritesofpassage

Lifewaspropagatedthroughbearingchildren.Lifecannotbedividedinto

religiousandsecular.Every

elementoflifehasareligiousmeaning.Lifeiscommunal.Lifewas

celebratedateverystage.Everyone

dependsonothers.Labourwasdivided.Thereweredutiesformen,children

andwomen.

InAfricantraditionalsociety,humanlifeisprecious.Murderwas

condemnedharshly.Suicidewas

consideredtheworstthinganyonecoulddo.Itwasseenasacurseonthe

family.Ifonediedat

childhood,itwasregardedasabortion.Deathdidnotmarktheendoflife.

Deathisreferredtoas‘saying

goodbyetofood”,“sleeping,”“goinghome”,“beingcalledbytheancestors”.

Africanconceptofacommunity

Acommunityisagroupofpeoplewhoshareacommonlanguage,religion,

andcultureandmaylivein

thesamegeographicallocation.Thisgroupofpeopleoranethnicgroup

sharescommoninterestsand

characteristics.Forexample,Africancommunities:

Sharecommonfeatures,andinterests

Havethesameoriginandarelikelytoberelatedbyblood.

Shareacommonlanguage.

Livetogetherandinhabitthesamegeographicallocation.

Aredividedintosmallerunitscalledclans

Aclanismadeupofpeoplewhohavethesameforefather.Aclanis

composedoffamilies.Afamilyis

madeupofmembers(livingordead)whoarerelatedbybloodandmarriage.
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Familymemberstherefore

includetheancestorsandtheunborn.

LESSONTWO:KINSHIPSYSTEM INAFRICANCOMMUNITIES

Learningoutcomes.AfterstudyingAfricankinshipsystem inAfrican

communities,youshouldbeableto:

a.Explaintheimportanceofkinshipsystem

b.Givefactorsthatcontributetoharmonyandmutualresponsibility

Kinshipreferstotherelationshipsbetweenpeople.Thesecanbebyblood,

marriageoradoption.People

thatbelongtothesamekinshipsystem arereferredtoaskin.

Importanceofkinshipsystem andties

KinshiprelationshipswereandstillareimportantamongAfrican

communities.Thisisbecausethese

ties:

iProvidedcompany.Thisensuredthatpeoplewerenotlonely.

iiProvidedasenseofbelongingwhichoneofthehumanneeds.Weallwant

tobelong

iiiControlledsocialrelationshipsbetweenpeoplerelatedbybloodor

marriage.

ivPromotedmutualresponsibilityandhelp

vEnhancedasenseofsecuritywhichisahumanneed

viRegulatedmaritalcustoms,rulesandregulations.

viiEnabledpeopletolivepeacefullyandinharmony.

viiiBindthecommunitytogetherenhancingsocialcohesionandloyaltyto

eachother

ixFacilitatedcareforthedisadvantagedmembersofcommunity.

xEnsuredthatallmembersofthecommunityarehaveknowledgeof

communitybeliefsandpractices

xiProvidedapeacefulwayofsettlingdisputes.

xiiProvidedmechanismsforproperinheritanceofpropertyforexample

land.
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FactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutualresponsibilityinAfrican

communities.Thesearemany.

Someofthem are(i)ritesofpassage(2)goodmorals(3)participationin

communalactivitiessuchas

ceremonies,work,leisureactivitiesandworship(4)sharingofpropertyand

ideas(5)divisionoflabour.

Tasksweredistributedaccordingtoone’sage,genderandstatus.(6)

rules/socialnormsregulatedhow

peoplegrewup;knowingwhatiswrongandright.Goodmoralshelppeople

toliveinpeaceand

harmony

LESSONTHREE:RITESOFPASSAGE

Learningoutcomes.Iexpectyoutoreadthislessonand

a.Namethemainstagesofhumanlife

b.Explaintheriteofcircumcisioninyourcommunity

c.Narrateinitiationrituals

d.Discusstheimportanceofmarriageinyourcommunitywithpeers

e.Statetheimportanceoffuneralandburialrites.

IntraditionalAfricansociety,therewerefourmainstagesoflife.These

were(i)birthandnaming(ii)

initiation(iii)marriageand(iv)oldageanddeath

Birthandnaming

Whenawomanconceived,andpregnancywasvisible,shewastreated

specially.Sheworecharmsto

keepawayevileyes.Sheatespecialfoodandavoidedsexualrelations.The

familyandhusbanddidnot

expecthertoperform heavytask.Whenshewasreadytodeliver,midwives

helpedindelivery.After

delivery,theplacentawasseenasasignoffertilityhenceitwasburiedin

thefertilelandsuchasa

bananaplantation.Somecommunitiespreservedplacentawhileothers
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threwitintoarunningstream.

Birth

Thearrivalofababyanditssexwasannouncedthroughululationsor

shouts.Theplacentawasdisposed

offceremoniously.Themotherwaspurifiedandbabyprotectionriteswere

conducted.Oncepurified,a

mothercouldwearcharmstoprotectherselfandthebabyfrom malicious

spirits,sorcery,witchcraft,

andevileyes.

ThanksgivingceremonieswereperformedtoshowgratitudetoGod.The

hairofthemotherandchild

wasshavedasasignofpurificationandnewnessoflife.

Naming

Namingofbabieswascarefullychosen.Ababycouldbenamedaftereither

aseason,weather,

ancestors,placeortimeofdelivery,occasion,experienceofmotherduring

delivery,significanceevents

suchaswar,anddrought,personalityofthechild,andnamesofheroesand

gods.Agoodexampleisthe

name‘Were’amongsttheLuhya.

Twinshadspecialnames.

Initiation–thesecondriteofpassage.

Thereweredifferenttypesofinitiationssuchascircumcisionforboysand

clitorisdectomyforgirls,

excisionofteethandbodymarks.Initiationriteswereimportantandevery

individualwasexpectedto

gothroughthem orberenderedanoutcast.Initiationpracticeswereseen

astestsforcourageand

bravery.Theyhelpedthecommunitieswhenidentifyingfutureleadersand

warriors.

Initiationwasveryimportantincommunitieswhereitwaspracticed.
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Initiationmarkedatransitionfrom

childhoodtoadulthood.Inthistransition,theinitiateacquirednewrights,

newstatusinlife,and

privileges.Forexamplethenewinitiateswereallowedtomarry,own

property,andinheritthefather’s

property.Inadditiontheinitiatesreceivedspecializededucation.Theywere

taughthowtobehaveas

adults,warriors,futurehusbandsandparents.

Theeducationbroughtfamilies,relativesandfriendstogether.Thisact

strengthenedkinshipties.Italso

preparedtheinitiatestofacethedifficultiesandchallengesofadultlife.In

addition,initiationhelpedto

structurethecommunity.Initiationwasprogrammedtofitanageset;andit

markedpassageofspecific

time.Thuseachinitiationceremonywasheldregularly,normallybetween

16–21yearsofage.Ifyou

calculate,youcanseethat16to21yearsintroducedanewagesetor

groupofyoungpeople.Theage

setheldpowerfor16to21yearsandhandedovertothenewgeneration.

Initiationwasthereforea

markofidentity.Itgavetheinitiateasenseofbelonging.Itbondedthe

initiatestogetherwiththe

ancestors.

Initiationritualsarenotpopulartodayastheywereinthepast.Thisis

becausemanycommunitieshave

undergonesocialandculturalchangesbecauseofmoderneducation.Asa

resultsomefamiliestake

theirsonstohospitalstobecircumcisedtopreventHIV/AIDsandtoavoid

infectionsbecauseof

unhygienictraditionalinitiationpractices.

Otherreasonsare(i)urbanizationandmigration,(ii)individualization(iii)
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Christiansreligiousvalues.

Thesehavemadesomecommunitiesabandonsomeritese.g.

clitorisdectomyand(iv)somecountries

havemadegirl’scircumcisionillegalandanissueofhumanandhealth

rights.

Attitudetobirthandnaming

Therehasbeenachangeinattitudetobirthandnaming.Thisisbecause

initiationisnolongera

communitybutafamilyaffair.Inaddition,pregnantwomenattend

antenatalclinics.Majorityof

pregnantwomengivebirthinhospitalsandhealthcentres.Thusadoctor

andnotamidwifeannounce

thesexofthebaby.Inmodernsociety,themotherandchildarenolonger

secluded.Lastlymostparents

preferwesternnamesfortheirbabies.

Marriagewasarequirementforallmembersofthecommunity.Itwasa

sourceofstatusinthe

community.Sincealeaderhadtobemarried.

Youngmenandwomenmarriedafterinitiation.Marriagewasahappy

occasionandasourceofwealth.

Thefathergaveyounginitiatessomeanimalsfordowry.Fathersofgirls

receiveddowrypayments,as

bridepricewasmandatory.Itwasgiventotheparentsofthegirlinform of

(a)Cows(b)Goats(c)

Camels(d)Jewellery(e)Poultry.Theyoungmeninheritedthefather’s

property.

Importanceofdowry.Dowryunifiedthecommunity.Whenyoungwomen

weremarried,theirparents

losttheirlabour.Dowrypaymentscompensatedforthisloss.Menpaid

dowryasasignofcommitment

totheirwifeandparents.
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Importanceofmarriage

Marriagewassacred.ItwasandordainedbyGod.Marriagecreatednew

socialrelationshipsand

expandedwebofkinships.Duringthemarriageceremoniesthewhole

communityrejoiced,andfeasted

together.Thenewlymarriedcouplelearntnewknowledgeandskills.The

communityandsociety

respectedthenewlymarriedcouple.Childrenbornfrom thisunion

propagatedandensuredcontinuity

offamily,andthecommunity.

Moderncommunityandmarriage.Therehasbeenachangeinattitude

towardsmarriage.Asaresult:

marriageisnolongerseenassacredanddivorceiscommon.Inaddition,

dowryhasbeen

commercialized,asitisnolongerseenasimportant.Someyoungmendo

notpaydowry.Infact

marriageisnolongerseenasasignofstatus

Childrenwereimportantinmarriage.Barrenwomenwerefrownedupon.

Polygamysolvedissuesof

childlessness.Coupleswithoutchildrencannowadoptthem from theChild

Welfaresociety.

Divorce.Thiswasveryrare.Ithappenedonlyifthegirl(i)wasnotavirgin(ii)

practicedwitchcraft(iii)

anddidnotshowrespecttowardsherhusband.

Oldageanddeath.Thisistheageofwisdom.Oldpeoplewererespected.

Greyhairwasasignofrespect

andwisdom.Inallculture,theelderswerethecustodiansofthelaw,norms

andregulations.Socialand

religiousspecialistswereseers,rainmakers,priests,diviners,andmedicine

menamongothers

Death.Oldageisfollowedbydeath.Itwasseenasatransitionintothe
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spirituallife.Besidesoldage,

manyculturesbelievedthatdeathwasduetoeitherbreakingofthe

traditionalcustomsandtaboos,

curses,evilspirits,witchcraft,war,diseasesandepidemics.Burialrites

wereperformedinmanyAfrican

communities.

Disposingofthedeadbody.Severalmethodswereusedtodisposethe

body.Thesewereburials,leaving

bodiesintheforest,andthrowingbodytoanimalsorplacingthebodyinan

abandonedhouse.African

communitiesbelievedthatanimalscarriedthespiritofthedeadpersonto

thenextlife.Burialriteswere

performedbythebereaved.Theyburiedthebodywithonesperson

belongingsandtools.Thusifa

personwasagreatwarrior,hewasburiedwithawarcoat.Celebrations

accompaniedfuneralrites.

Funeralsongs(dirges)wereperformed.Therewasdrinkingandeating.

Importanceoffuneralandburialrites

Burialritescreatedagoodrelationshipbetweenthedeadandtheliving.

Theywerethereforegivento

appeasetheworldofspirits,expressunityinthesociety,cleansethe

remainingrelativesandobeythe

customsofthecommunity.Ritualsthatwereperformeddependedonthe

community.Someofthe

ritualsforthedeadincluded.

a)Shavingofheads.Somemournersshavedtheirhaircompletely,while

othersshavedinaspecific

pattern.

b)Dancingandsinging,andgivinggiftstothebereavedfamily

c)Mourning(d)Drum beating(e)Hornblowing9f)Gravesidefires

Herearesomequestionstomakeyouthinkaboutmarriages
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1.Inyouropinion,whathasbroughtchangesinmodernmarriages?

2.ExplainwhydivorceisrisinginKenyaandAfrica.

3.Whatchangesdoweseeincontemporarymarriages?

4.Whathasbroughtaboutthesechanges?

5.WhatarethemajorcausesofdeathinKenyatoday?

LESSONFOUR:RELIGIOUSSPECIALISTSANDTHEIRRELEVANCEIN

MODERNSOCIETY

Learningoutcome.Afterstudyingthislesson,

1.Identifyreligiousspecialists

2.Statetheroleofmedicinemen,priests,mediums,prophets,diviners,and

seers

3.Describerolesofherbalists,elders,andrainmakers

4.Explaintheroleofreligiousspecialistsinyourculture

ReligiousspecialistsincludeMedicinemen/healers,Herbalists,Diviners,

Mediums,Prophets/Seers,

Rainmakers,PriestsandElders.Religiousspecialistsweregivenpowerby

theirparentswhotaughtthem

religiousduties.Othersreceiveddivinecallthroughdreamsandvisions.A

fewlearntfrom expertsvia

apprenticeship.Thisislearningbyobservingandpracticingwhatonesees

themasterteacherdoing.

Rolesofthemedicinewomen/menintheCommunity.Medicine

women/menarehealerswhowereand

arerespectedbythecommunity.Thisisbecausetheywereandareableto:

1)Treatandhealthesick

2)Solveseriousandcomplicatedchronicillnesses

3)Givemedicineinform ofpowder,herbs,mineralsorliquidform and

observedpatientsswallowing,

drinking,sniffing,andapplyingontheskin.

4)OfferprayersandsacrificestoGod

5)Givecharmstoprotectindividualpersonsfrom evilspirits.
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6)Perform specializedmedicalrolesinsomecommunitiesinspiteofthe

factthatwehavemodern

hospitals,counselorsandpsychologists.

Elderswereandstillarecommunityleaders.Theywerenotreligious

specialistsbutthecommunitygave

eldersduties,whichmadethem closetoreligiousleaders.

Herbalistsandtheirrelevance.Herbalistsweresynonymouswithwitch

doctors.Theycuredpeople

throughherbsjustlikethemedicinewomen/men.Communities’belief:that

herbalistsarewitchdoctors

andpossessmagicalpowers.Herbalistscontinuetobeconsultedas‘witch

doctors’or“waganga”.Today

herbalistsdoreligioustasksthatweretraditionallydonebydiviners.

Divinerswereabletofindhiddensecretsandknowledge;revealwitchesand

thieves.They

communicatedwithspiritsandenhancedtheworkofhealersandmedicine

people.Theyworkedas

medicinepeopleandwerehealersofpeople.Theyusedmagicpowersand

predictedfuture

occurrences.Theyuseditemssuchaspebbles,water,bonesorgourdsin

divination.Theyalsowarnedof

futurecalamities.TheyweremediatorsbetweenGod,ancestorsandthe

people.Tobeadiviner,one

hadtobetrained.Therewasaspecializedcurriculum preparedbydiviners.

Relevanceofdivinersinmodernsociety.Diviners(‘witchdoctor’“mganga”)

arenotpopulartodayand

arehardlyconsulted.ButtheunfortunateKenyansconsultthem who:need

ajob,promotion,and

children.Thisconsultationissecret.

Mediumswerechannelsofcommunicationbetweenthelivingandthe

spiritsofpeople’sancestors.The
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ancestorspiritspossessedmediumsandthroughthem ancestorsgave

informationandmessagesto

theirrelatives.

Priestswerereligiousleadersandfunctionaries.Theywereintermediaries

betweenpeople,ancestors,

spiritsandGod.Theirworkwastomakesacrificesandgiveofferingson

behalfofthepeople.They

officiatedduringplantingandharvestingrituals.Theyofferedprayersand

blessedtheneedy.Theycared

fortheshrinesandpouredlibationstotheancestors.Theyledthe

communityinpublicworship.They

werepoliticalheadsandjudges.Today,traditionalpriestsarenotrelevant

sincemostKenyansfollow

severalreligiouspracticeslikeChristianity,Hindus,Islam andmanyothers.

Buttherearehowever,afew

traditionalpriestswhotakecareofcommunityshrines.

Prophets/Seerspredictedthefuture.Theyforetoldeventssuchas

invasions,wars,drought,and

epidemics.Theygaveadvice.Theyalsoperformedreligiousduties.They

couldblessandcurse.Religious

prophetsarecommontodaybuttraditionalprophetsarenotcommon.

Rainmakerswereresponsibleforbringingorwithholdingraintoa

community.Theyinterpretedweather

conditions.TheyperformedcertainritualslikeaskingGodforrains.They

werehighlyrespectedinthe

society.Modernsciencehasreplacedrainmakers

Meteorologicaldepartmentshavemadetherainmakersredundant.

Elderswerecustodiansofcommunityvaluesandsecrets.Theyactedas

educators.Theygave

punishmenttooffendersofsocialnorms/rules.Theyactedascounselors

andguidedtheyouthon
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mattersofsexandmarriage.Theyhelpedinmaintainingrolesforimportant

religiousfunctions,suchas

ritesofpassage.Theywerepoliticalleadersinthecommunity.Theywere

negotiatorsandsolved

conflictssincetheysettledfamilydisputesespeciallyagreements

concerningland.Theywerecustodians

ofthetraditionalvalues,customsandhistoryofthepeople.

Relevance.Eldersarerelevantinmodernsociety.Theyarereferredtoas

villageeldersandare

recognizedbythegovernmentofKenya.

LESSONFIVE:AFRICANMORALVALUES

Introduction.Africancommunitieswereregulatedbyastrictcodeoflaws

andmoralvalues.Inthis

lessonweshallstudymoralvalues,whichregulatedindividualmembersof

societyaswellasthe

communityitself.

Learningoutcomes.Afterreadingthislesson,youshould

1.Giveexamplesofculturalvalues

2.Definemoralvalues

3.Identifyformsofmisconduct

3.Stateapunishmentforeachmisconduct

Whatisaculturalvalue?Thesearecommunitypracticesandbeliefs.Each

communityhasculturalvalues

thatitacceptsandupholds.Theseculturalvaluesarelaws,customs,and

formsofbehaviour,

regulations,rules,observancesandtaboos.Theculturalvaluesform a

moralcode,whichregulatesthe

community.Forexample,iftheculture,valuesprivateproperty,itwillhave

lawsthatforbidtheftof

property.Theselawsareculturalvalues.Culturalvaluesinfluencethesocial

orderandpeace.Godgives
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peaceandharmony.Godisseenasthegiverandguardianofthelaw.

Disobediencewasandstillis

regardedasevil,wrongandwasandstillispunishablebylaw.

Whatisamoralvalue?Moralvaluesarestandardsofbehaviourtowards

others.Theyarebasedonwhat

isvaluedbythecommunity.Moralvaluesarealsopositiveattitudes.Each

communitydecidedwhatis

importanttoitandwhatisdesirableforitsmemberstopracticeanduphold.

Themoralvaluesthatcommunitiesobservedweremany.Theyincluded

amongstothers:

1.HospitalityandLoveforselfandothers.Thisisthehabitofwelcomingall

people,treatingoneselfand

otherswell.Membersofthecommunityweretaughthowtobehospitable

tovisitors,strangersand

howtoassisttheneedy.

2.Honesty.Thisisdevelopinggoodhabitsliketellingthetruth,Loyalty,

Respect,Co–operationwithall.

3.Obediencetoparents,elders,communityleadersandelders.Cultural

regulationswerefollowedand

adheredtoleading

4.Caringforothers.Thisisbeingresponsibletomembersofthe

community

5.DevelopingsocialmoralbehaviourlikeHumility,Sharing,Responsibility,

Chastity,Integrity,Tolerance,

Perseverance,andCourtesy

6.WorkingHard.Dochores.Thesewereaccordingtosex,ageandsocial-

economicstatus.

7.Cooperation.Memberscooperatedandworkedtogetherwithothers.

Moralvalueswerelearntintheprocessofsocialization.Leisureactivities

helpedinacquisitionofmoral

values.Learningmoralvalueswasalifelongprocess.Themostvalued
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behaviourwasobedience.

Childrenweretoobeytheirparents;wivesobeytheirhusbands;community

obeystheirleaders,and

elders.

Learningtoobeywasalifelongprocess.Anobedientpersonwas

respectedandrewarded.

Misconducts.Thereweretaboosthatthecommunityobserved.Failureto

obeycommunitylaws

resultedinpunishments.Thecommunitydidnotallowstealingoflivestock.

Domesticanimalswerethe

mostvaluedprivateproperty.Individualsownedlivestockwhileland

ownershipwascommunal.There

weremanyformsofpunishmentforstealinglivestockandcommitting

othercrimes.Forexample

a.Paymentofheavyfinestoreplacestolenlivestock

b.Beingbeateninasack

c.Throwndownahill

d.Castoutofcommunity.Thievesandmurdersbuilttheirhomesatthe

outskirtsofthecommunity.

Theywerenotallowedtointeractanymorewiththemembersofthe

community.

e.Beingcoveredwithdrybananaleavesandthensetonfire.

LESSONSIX:CONTINUITYANDCHANGE

Introduction

Learningoutcome.From thislesson,youshouldbeableto:

1.Comparetraditionalandmodernwayoflife

2.Tracepropertyownershipintraditionalandmoderncommunities

3.Explainhowmoneyeconomyhasaffectedthetraditionalwayoflife

4.Statehowcommunitiescanlookafterorphans,widows,andoldpeople

Community.Formaleducationintroducedthewesternwayoflife.

Employmentandtradeforced
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Africanstoleavetheirvillagestolookforemploymentandmarketsin

towns.Theseactionsledto

urbanizationandpluralism.Asaresultdifferentcommunitiescameto

townsandlivedtogether.

1.Paidemployment.Workerswerepaidbymoney.Theconceptofmoney

changedcommunitylife.

Individualism ownershipofmoneyreplacedcommunalism

2.Landusedtobecommunal.Therewasplentyoflandforeveryone.But

changeswerebroughtby

modernlife.Forexample,healthimprovedandpeoplelivedlonger.There

werefewerdeathsand

populationincreased.Withmoney,therewasanexpansionoftrade.

Individualsstartedbuyingland

withmoneyinsteadofclearingforests.

Modernlifechangedtheconceptofland.Individualstartedowningland.

Thecolonialgovernments

introducedpoliciesaboutlandownershipindifferentAfricancountries.In

communitieswhere

educationwasacceptedandmoneyeconomytookoverfrom livestock

economy,communalland

disappeared.

Parentsdidnothavelandforinheritance.Asaresult,peoplemovedand

boughtlandawayfrom their

ancestralbirthplaces.Thisresultedinbothmigrationsandimmigrations.

3.Property.Traditionallypropertyincludedland,cattle(Livestock),women/

wives,andchildren.In

Africantraditionalculture,thispropertybelongedtomenorthefirst-born

soninpaternalsocieties.In

maternalcommunities,itbelongedtowivesanddaughters.

Todaypropertyorwealthisindifferentformssuchasmoney,buildings,

vehicles,land,shares,stock,
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jewels,insurance,andothers.Women,menandchildrenownproperty.

Becauseofthis,thestatusofa

personismeasuredbyproperty.

Dowry–Brideprice/bridewealth

InAfricansocieties,bridepricewasveryimportant.Itwasgiveninvarious

forms.Forexamplecows,

animalsskin,andcamels.Todaydowryiscommercialized.It’smainlyin

form ofcashmoney.Thishas

mademarriagecostlyforthepoor.Someyoungpeoplearestayingtogether

withoutaformalwedding

inchurchorinthecommunity.Othersdonotwanttopaydowry.Young

couplesarelivingtogetherin

whatiscalled–come–we–stayarrangements.

4.HealthMedicine

Intraditionalsociety,Illnesswascausedbywitchcraft,sorcery,badomen,

orcurses.Diviners,herbalists,

andhealerstreatedthesickpeople.

Todaybacterial,viruses,orenvironmentalfactors,causeillnesses.These

aretreatedbynurses,and

doctors;inhospitalsandhealthcentres.Thereishoweveracrazefor

herbalists.Thecommunitiesare

consultingherbalistsandaretakingherbaltea,andmedicine

5.Dress

Modeofdressingvariedbetweencountries.Itwasdependentonthetypeof

climate.African

communitieswereclothesmadefrom skinsorhides,leavesofbananas

andtrees.Womenworebeads,

andnecklacesfordecoration.

ModernmodeofdressingisamixtureofAfrican,AsianandEuropeanwear.

Thereareclothesformen,

women,andunisex.Africanandwesternornamentsarewornforbeauty
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andstyle.

6.Worship.WorshipisanimportantactivityinAfricancommunities.There

aredifferentformsof

worship,whicharedoneinvariousplaces.Thosewhowereconvertedto

Islam worshipinMosques.

ThoseconvertedtoHinduism worshipintemples.Christiansworshipin

churches.Thefewtraditional

Africancommunitiescontinuetoworshiptheirancestorsinshrines.These

areveryfew.

Butafewgroupsareturningbacktotraditionalworshipandreviving

worshipofancestorsandspirits,

andtheirtraditionalGod.Forexample“Mungiki”acultinKenya,madeupof

youngpeople,worshipthe

traditionalNgaiandpracticetraditionalculture.

Traditionalreligionshavemanyofferingssuchasfoodstuffsandsacrifices

suchasgoats,cows,sheep

andchicken.Humansacrificehasbeendiscarded.

Itisillegal,anditismurder.Inthenews,wehaveheardofcasesofbody

partsbeingstolenfrom adead

bodyinmortuaryprobablyforreligiousrituals.Thisisillegalandacriminal

offence.

Modernofferingsinmostreligiousinstitutionsconsistofmoney.

7.Deathchangesimmediatelythestatusoffamilies.Mothersandfathers

becomewidowsand

widowers.Childrenbecomeorphans.Manyparents,wivesandhusbands

havediedbecauseofHIV/

AIDS,roadaccidents,diseasesandothermoderncalamities.Theyhaveleft

orphans,widowsand

widowers.

Orphansusedtobelookedafterbygrandmothers,brothersanduncles.

Todaygovernment,churches,
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charities,NGOs,well-wishers,andguardians,theeldersiblinglooksafter

orphans.Someorphansisters

andbrothersdropoutofschooltolookaftertherest.Someorphanshave

endedupinthestreets

becausethereisnoonetolookafterthem

Widows.Traditionallybrothersinheritedwidows.However,widow

inheritanceisbeingdiscouragedto

preventHIV/AIDS.Butontheotherhand,widowsareencouragedto

remarryassocietyhasbecome

individualisticandnolongerassistscommunitymembersasanobligation.

Widowersarenotinheritedandmanyofthem remarrysoonafterthedeath

oftheirwives.

8.Oldage.IntraditionalAfricancommunities,oldpeoplewererespected.

Butnowoldageisnot

respected.Theagedareseenasaburdentotheirchildren.Thisisbecause

theneedmedicalcare,food,

andotherformsofcaretomeettheirneeds.Mostofthem areneglected

andmistreated.Intraditional

communities,childrentookcareoftheiragedparents.Todaysomechildren

carefortheirparents.

Fortunately,churcheshavesetuphomesfortheaged.Anexampleis

“Nyumbazawazee”.Afewold

peoplecanlookafterthemselvessincetheyhavepensionschemes,life

insurancepolicies,income

generatingprojects,investmentsandbankdeposits.Theycancarefor

themselves.

Revisionquestions

a)Whatisthesignificanceofthekingshipsystem

b)Outlineandexplainfactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutual

responsibilityinthetraditional

Africansociety
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c)WhatwasthepurposeofthebridewealthinthetraditionalAfrican

society?

d)ExplaintheroleofmedicinemenintheAfricancommunitiesandtheir

relevancetoday.

STUDYACTIVITIES

ReadtheBiblequotationsgiven

Carryoutrole-playse.g.thesacrificeofIsaacbyAbraham

ConsulttheagedtoassistintheunderstandingofAfricantraditional

practices

Form oneanswers

Topic:one

1.WhatistheimportanceofreadingtheBible?

Strengthenspeople’sfaith.

Helpsinspreadingthegospel.

Helpsincompositionofsongsandhymns.

Actsasareferencewhenwewriteitstranslationsandotherbooks.

PromotesgoodrelationshipbetweenGodandman.

2.Insociety,peopleinschools,crusades,churches,lodgings,homes,and

hospitalsreadtheBible.

3.Inthegovernment,theBibleisusedforswearingintheCourts,Parliament

andCabinetwhen

membersofparliamentarenominatedtobecomeministersofthe

government.

4.ThemajordivisionsoftheBiblearetheoldandthenewtestaments.

Read1.3.4.Aboveformoreinformation

2.WhataretheeffectsofBibletranslationonAfricanlanguages?

TheEffectsofBibletranslationintoAfricanlanguages

Thetranslationsincreasedanddeepenedpeople’sfaithinGod.Theyalso

ledtotheestablishmentof

schools.TheGospelspreadtolocalcommunitiesandmanyofthem

becameChristians.Themissionaries
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andcolonialistslearntAfricanLanguages.Thisledtothepromotionof

Africanlanguages.Thishelpedthe

Africanconvertstojudgewhenthemissionarieswereunfairorwhenthey

practicedinequalityofraces.

8.WhyistheBiblereferredtoas(a)aLibraryand(b)theWordofGod

(a)TheBibleisreferredtoasaLibrarybecauseits:

1.Booksarearrangedinaseriesandinorder.

2.Areferencebook

3.Isabookofliteraryworks

4.Bookswerewrittenunderdifferentsituationsandcircumstances

5.Booksaremany

1.InspirationisaprocessthroughwhichGodtooktheinitiativetoprompt

andenlightenthewritersof

theBibleitsGodlyinfluence.

TOPICTWO:CREATIONANDTHEFALLOFMAN

1.Findanswersonthedifferencesbetweenthetwocreationstoriesin

lessonfour

2.TraditionalAfricanviewofcreationisinlessonfour.Africans’viewwas

that:

Godisthearchitectoftheworld

Godexistedfrom theverybeginningoftime

Godcreatedeverythingfrom nothing

Godprovidesfortheneedsofhumanbeings,animals,andallcreation

Godcontinuestocreatethroughhumanbeings

3.Humanbeingscontinuewiththeworkofcreationinlessonfour

4.Theoriginofsinandevilreadagainlessonfive

5.Consequencesofsininlessonfive

WhenAdam andEvesinned

Man’sfriendshipwithGodchangedtofearofGOD

Whathadbeeninnocentandgoodbecameshameful

RelationshipbetweenGODandmanwasdamagedandbecamespoilt
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Manbegantotoilforfood,safetyandotherbasicneeds

Painbecamepartofhumanexperience

Deathsentencewaspassed

6.Consequencesofevilareinlessonsix

Africansunderstandevilasbarrenness,war,drought,epidemics,madness,

sickness,death,burningina

houseandothers

7.God’splanofsalvationislessonseven.ThelessontellsusthatGOD

savedhumankindbyproviding:

ClothingforAdam andEve

Meanstofindfood

Adecreetodefeatserpentthroughtheseedofthewoman

AsolutioninwhichhechooseAbraham andseparatedhim from others

AdeliveryofIsraelitesfrom Egypt

ProphetswithmessagesforIsraelites

TheMessiahtodieontheCrosstosavehumankind

8.ComparethebiblicalconceptofsinandtheAfricanconceptofevil.

Similarities:

BothagreethatGodisgoodanddidnotcreateevil.

Inboth,sinisaresultofdisobedience,greedandselfishnessofhumankind.

Inbothcases,sinleadstohumansuffering.

Bothholdtheviewthatsin/evilbefallshumankindintheform ofacurse.

SinbringsseparationbetweenGodandman.

Inboth,thereisreconciliationandforgivenessbetweenGodandman.Thus

sindoesnotenda

relationship.

Differences

Inthebible,theserpentisseenasthecauseofsinwhereasinmany

TraditionalAfricancommunities,

thespiritsofthedeadcausesevil.

Inthebible,thereisexternalpunishment(hell)forsinnerswhiletheAfrican
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communitiesbelievethat

punishmentishereonearth.

Biblically,humanbeingsarebornsinnersbecausetheyaredescendantsof

Adam (1stparents’sin).In

TraditionalAfricanCommunity,achildisbornfreeofevil.

BiblicallyhadtakentheinitiativetoendsinbutinTraditionalAfrican

Community,mandoesthrough

sacrificetotheancestralspirits.

9.Subduetheearthingenesis1verse28

TOPICTHREE:FAITHANDGOD’SPROMISESTOABRAHAM.

Qn1.ExplainwhyAbraham isreferredtoastheFatherofFaith

Faithiscompletetrustinsomebodyorsomething.Thisisbecausehe

demonstratedfaithinhislife’s

actions.

Acceptingtomovefrom hishomelandtoanunknownland.

Byacceptingcircumcisionatanoldageandchangeofname.

Beingreadytosacrificehisonlyson–Isaac.

HemadealtarsfortheworshipofGodatBetheletc.

HebelievedinaGodhedidnotknow/see.

ByacceptingtoenterintoacovenantrelationshipwithGodwherehegave

hisbestanimalsasa

sacrifice.

Qn2.Givefive(5)actionsfrom thelifeofAbraham thatshowshisfaithin

God

Abraham obeyedGod’scallandlefthishomelandHarantogotoan

unknownland.

HebelievedinthepromisesGodgavehim.

BuildaltarsfortheworshipofGod,oneatSchecherandtheotheratBethel.

Covenant–acceptedtomakeacovenantwithGodwherehesacrificedthe

bestofhisanimals.

Circumcision–acceptingthecommandtocircumcisehimselfandallmale



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

childreninhishousehold.

Sacrificeofson–willingtoofferhisonlysonIsaacasaburntofferingto

God.

Qn3.ListsomeofthepromisesGodgavetoAbraham.

Abraham andhiswifeSarahwouldhaveason.

Abraham wouldbefamous.

Hewouldbecomethefatherofagreatnation.

Godwouldcursethosewhocursedhim andblessthosewhoblessedhim.

GodassuredAbraham ofapersonalprotection.

Manydescendants–likestarsonthesky.

ThedescendantswouldbeslavesinaforeignlandbutGodwoulddeliver

them.

Hewouldlivetoaripeoldageanddieinpeace.

Godwouldestablishaneverlastingcovenantwithhim andhisdescendants.

Someofhisdescendantswouldbekings.

Godwouldgivehim andhisdescendantsland.

Qn4.CompareandcontrastJewishandTraditionalAfricanpracticeof

circumcision

A.Similarities

Inbothcommunities,circumcisionistakenasaphysicalsignof

membershiptothecommunity.

Itinvolvesthecuttingoftheforeskin.

Memberswhorefusetobecircumcisedaretreatedasoutcastsinthe

community.

ThesheddingofbloodissymbolicasitbindsthepeoplewithGodand

ancestors.

Ithasareligioussignificance.

Specialpeopleinbothdocircumcision.

Theoccasionsareaccompaniedbyaceremonywhichbeingkinsmen

together.

Theriteiscompulsoryformales.
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Thepracticeishandeddownfrom onegenerationtothenext.

Namesaregivenduringtheoccasion.

Inbothcases,itisdoneinspecialorreligiousplacese.g.temple/under

mugumotree/shrineetc.

Itisacommandfrom God/ancestors.

Differences

ForAfrican,initiationleadstoadultresponsibilitiessuchasmarriage,

becomingawarrior,decision-

makingandpropertyownership.InJewishcommunity,theboysaretoo

youngtotakeupresponsibility.

IntheJewishcommunity,onlymalesarecircumcisedwhileinthe

TraditionalAfricanCommunity,

bothboysandgirlsare.

ForJews,oneremainsachildwhileintheTraditionalAfricanCommunity,

theymovefrom childhood

toadulthood.

Jewishcommunitycircumciseattheageofeightdayswhileinthe

TraditionalAfricanCommunity,itis

atpuberty.

AmongtheJews,itisasignthattheyhavebecomeGod’speople,butin

TraditionalAfrican

Community,oneisboundtotheancestors.

TheJewishcircumcisionisacommandfrom Godasasignoftheir

covenantwithhim whileTraditional

AfricanCommunitiesdoitinobediencetothecustomsandtraditionsof

theirduty.

Therite,takenplaceonthe8thdayofbothinJewishcommunitywhilein

theTraditionalAfrican

Communities,itoccursaftereveryfour–sixyears.

DonetoindividualsinJewishcommunitywhileitisdonetoagroupofage

matesintheTraditional
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AfricanCommunities.

NoseclusionperiodamongJewsasisthecaseinmostAfrican

communities.

InAfricancommunities,theceremonyenablesthem tochoosefuture

leaders,whichisnotthecase

withtheJews.

Helpsoneenduresuffering(pain)infutureintheAfricancommunities

unlikeintheJewish

communities.

Onlyoneform ofinitiation(cuttingofforeskin)isdone.Variousformsare

practicedintheTraditional

Africancommunities.Theseinclude:

Cuttingofforeskin

Lib/earpiercing

Removaloflowerteeth

Scarification(puttingmarksonface/body)

Qn5.WhatistheimportanceoffaithtoChristians?

FaithisthefoundationofChristianlifetoday.ItmakesChristianspartofthe

greatnationofGod.

ThroughfaithinJesus,ChristiansbecamethechosenpeopleofGod.

FaithenablesChristiansmakecorrectchoicesinlifee.g.Whenchoosinga

career,marriagepartners

etc.

Faithshelpthem tofacetemptationsandchallengesintheirlivesandare

abletoovercomethem.

Itgivesthem perseveranceinprayerastheywaitforGod’sanswer.

Itgivesthem thecouragetocommittheirlivestoGodtotally.

ItisthroughfaiththatChristiansobeyGod.

Theyareabletoachieveimpossiblethingsthroughfaith.

Theyareabletobelievewhattheyhavenotseenthroughfaith.

Theyareabletoservetheworld,helptheneedybecauseoftheirfaithin
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Christ.

Qn6.Statetheelementsofacovenant

Partnerstwoormorepartnersareinvolved.

Aphysicalreminder–acertificate/sign.

Promises:–givenbybothpartners.

Ceremony–whosebloodsealsitoranoathtaken.

Witnesses–mustbepresent

Itrequiresfaithfulness,obedienceandloyaltytotheregulations

Itspellsoutseriousconsequencesforthosewhobreakit.

Qn7.Giveexamplesofcovenantinthebibleandthemodernsociety

TheBible

God’scovenantwithNoah:wherehepromisednevertodestroytheearth

withflood–rainbowisthe

signofthecovenant(Gen9).

God’scovenantwithAbraham:Godpromisedtofulfilthepromiseshemade

toAbraham.Thesign

wascircumcision(Gen15&17).

ThecovenantbetweenGodandtheIsraelitesonMtSinai–signwasthe

Law–10commandments

(Exd24).

ThecovenantbetweenGodandKingDavid–promisetoDavid’skingdom

wouldlastforever(2

Sam:7).

Jeremiah’scovenant:ThenewcovenantwithGod’speople(Jr31:31–34).

ModernSociety

•Baptism

•Marriage

•Oathofallegiance/loyalty

•Ordination

•TheNationalAnthem bindsall

•Theloyaltypledge
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•Employmentcontract

Qn9.DiscussthecircumstancesthatledGodtoenterintoacovenant

relationshipwithAbraham

TosealthepromisesgivenuntoAbraham e.g.agreatnation,son,many

descendants.

ItwasanassuranceofthefulfillmentofGod’spromisestoAbraham.

ItwastouniteGodandtheIsraelites.

Itwastobeasourceofblessingstoall.

Astartingpointforthesalvationofmankind,wherebyhewouldrenewthe

relationshipbetween

himselfandmanaftertheseparationbythe1stparents.

TOPICFOUR:SINAICOVENANT.

Qna.WhatarethequalitiesofMosesasaleader?

Education:hereceivededucationwhileinthepharaoh’spalacewherehe

grewup.

Jewishreligionknowledge:hisownmotherwhowashismaidtaughthim

thehistoryofIsrael.

Helearnedleadershipskillsfrom theKingashegrewup.

Shepherd:herdingthefather-in-law’sherdsmadehim gainexperienceof

shepherdingpeople.

LifeinthewildernesswherehelivedafterkillinganEgyptiangavehim

experienceindesertlife

throughwherehewouldleadtheIsraelites.

Father/parent:hismarriagetoZipporahhelpedhim learnfamilyleadership.

Laterheappliedthisto

hiswork.

Prophet:Enabledhim toforeseethefutureandinform thecommunity.

Miracle-maker:helpedhim solveproblem facinghispeopleinthe

wildernesse.g.lackoffood,water.

Lawgiver:gavelawsthatwereusedtogovernthecommunityofIsraeli.e.

theTenCommandments.
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Hardwork:workedforhisfather-in-lawservingthefamilye.g.fetching

water.Laterhewasableto

servetheJews.

Qnb(i)DescribethecallofMoses:Exodus3:1–22

GodcalledMosesasheherdedhisfather-in-law’sflockatMtSinai.

Mosessawaburningbush,whichwasnotconsumed.Hedrewnearerto

getabetterlook.

GodcalledMosesbynamefrom themiddleoftheburningbushandtold

him toremovehisshoes

becausehewasstandingonholyground.

GodtoldMosesthathehadseenthesufferingofhispeopleinEgyptand

heardtheircry.

HetoldMosesthathehadchosenhim togotoPharaohandreleasethem

from bondage.

Mosesobjectedtothetaskbecausehefeltinadequate.

GodpromisedtobewithMosesandtoprotecthim.

MosesaskedforthenameofGodsothathewouldhaveapointof

referencewhenaskedwhosent

him.

GodrevealedhimselftoMosessaying,“IAM WHOIAM”

GodgaveMosespowertoperform miraclesthathewoulduseasproofof

hiswork.

Mosesprotestedfurthersayinghewasastammerer.

GodcommissionedAaron,Moses’brotherashisspokesman.

MosesthentoldGodhewasafraidtogotoEgypt.

Godassuredhim thatthemanhewasafraidofwasalreadydead.

Qnb(ii)WhywasMoseshesitanttoGod’scall?

ItisbecausehewasalreadyacriminalandwantedinEgyptafterhaving

killedandEgyptianandran

away.

Hewasnotagoodspeaker(stammerer).
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HedidnotknowthenameofGodwhowassendinghim.

Qnc(i)whatisthesignificanceoftheitemsusedforthePassoverfeast

(similartowhatisthemeaning

ofthePassovermeal)?

TheLamb:remindedtheIsraeliteofthesacrificiallambwhosebloodsaved

their1stbornfrom the

angelofdeath.

Theunleavenedbreadsignifiedpurity.

IttoosignifiedthehurrytheyhadtoleaveEgypt,asunleavenedbreadis

easytobake.

Roastingthemeatwastheeasiestmethodofcooking.

Notbreakingbonesandspiltbloodsignifiedforgiveness.

BitterherbssymbolizedthebitternessofslaveryinEgypt.

OtherMeanings:

EatingwhilestandingsymbolizedthehastewithwhichtheIsraeliteswere

toleaveEgypt.

Theywerenottoleaveanymealtoavoidprofanationintheform offlies.

Burningwasthesimplest

wayofdisposal&sacred.

Qnc(ii)ComparetheLord’sSuppertothePassoverfeast

Similarities:

Bothareactsofsalvationfrom suffering.PassoversavedIsraelitesfrom

slaverywhiletheLord’s

Suppersavedpeoplefrom bondageofsin.

Botharecelebratedinmemoryofapastevent–suffering.

LambsofferedinbothHebrews–thePassoverlambintheLord’sSupper

Jesusisthepaschallamb.

Inbothasymbolicmealwastaken.

Inbothcaseseachgroupissavedthroughamediator–MosesandJesus

respectfully.

God’scovenantisrememberedinbothcasesi.e.Oldtestamentandnew



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

covenantrespectfully.

Inboththereligioussignificanceofthefeastsistaughtandemphasized.

Differences:

InthePassoverfeast,animalsacrificeisofferedwhileintheLord’sSupper,

Jesuswasthelastsacrifice

andinsteadbreadandwineareofferedtorepresenthisbloodandbody.

WhereastheJewishPassoverwascompulsoryforeveryfew,theLord’s

Supperisnotcompulsoryin

allChristianchurches.

ThebloodshedintheJewishPassoverisforthesalvationoftheJewsonly

whilethebloodofJesus

shedonthecrossisforthesalvationofthewholehumanrace.

PassoverlambofferedinHebrewwhileJesuswasthelambofferedinthe

Lord’sSupper.

Qnd.DescribehowtheSinaicovenantwasmade

TheIsraelitesarrivedatMtSinaithroughGod’ssavingpower.

MoseswasinstructedbyGodtotelltheelderstodothefollowingin

preparationforthemakingof

thecovenant.

AllIsraelitesweretocleansethemselvesandwashtheirgarments.

Marktheboundariesofthemountainandavoidgoingnearorcrossingthe

border.

Avoidsexualrelationsbetweenmarriedcouple.

Note:AllthesehappenedafterMoseshadgoneupthemountainandGod

hadpromisedtomakethe

Israelitesthefollowingiftheyobeyedhim.

i.Hispeople

ii.Akingdom ofpriests

iii.Aholynation

Onthethirddayaftercleansing,MosestooktheIsraelitestomeettheirGod.

Godmanifestedhimself
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inthefollowingforms:thunder,lightening,earthquakeandathickcloudthat

filledthemountainanda

loudtrumpetblast.

Mosescamedownandtoldpeopleaboutthelawswhichwastoguidethem

asacovenantpeople.

ThepeopleagreedtoobeyallthewordstheLordhadspoken(Ex24:3–4)

Thusthecovenantwasmade.

Qne.DescribethecircumstancesthatledtothebreakingoftheSinai

covenant

MoseswentupthemountaintoreceivethestonetabletsonwhichtheTen

Commandmentswhere

written.Hedelayed(40days)thusforgettingGod.

TheIsraelitesbecameimpatient.TheyforgotthesavingpowerofGodthat

haddeliveredthem from

Egypt.

Aaronwasaweakleaderwhofailedtoleadthepeopletoupholdthe

covenant.Heyieldedtotheir

demandstomakeandworshipidols.

Availabilityofgoldjewellery:usedtomakethecalfimage.

IdolatrywasapracticedonewhileinEgyptsotheycopied/continuedwithit.

TheywereusedtoGod’s(idols).TheycouldseewhileinEgyptunlikethe

Yahwehwhowasinvisible.

Qnf.Howwasthebrokencovenantrenewed?

MosespleadedtoGodnottodestroytheIsraelites.

Godsparedthem.

GodcommandedtheIsraelitestocuttwostonetabletswherehewould

rewritethecommandments.

GodgaveconditionstobefulfilledbytheIsraelitesintherenewalofthe

covenant.

Thesewere:

a)ToobeyGod’scommand.
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b)Nottomaketreatieswithothernations.

c)Toteardownthealtarsofthegodsofothernationsandtemples.

d)Nottoworshipidols.

e)NottomakeimagestorepresentGod.

f)Nottomarryforeignwives.

g)Tokeepandcelebratethethreefestivalsnamely,Passover,feastof

weeksandthefeastofin

gathering.

h)TokeeptheSabbathdayholy.

i)DedicatetoGod1stbornmalechildrenandanimals.

GodpromisedthatiftheyobeyedHim,Hewould:

a)Protectandpreservethem

b)Blessthem

c)Makethem prosper

AfterthisMoseswasorderedbyGodtowriteanewsetofLawsonthe

stonetablets.

Thusthecovenantwasrenewed.

Qng.DescribehowtheIsraelitesworshippedGodinthewilderness

WorshipisthepracticeofshowingrespectandloveforGod.

TheIsraelitesshowedtheirrespectandloveforGodinthewildernessinthe

followingways:-

1)TheArkandtheTabernacle:TheArkwasawoodenboxwheretheTen

Commandmentswerekept.

TheysignifiedthepresenceofGod.Thetabernaclewasaportabletentfor

meetingbetweenGodand

theIsraelites.

2)TheSabbath:TheyobservedtheSabbathasasacreddayforrestingand

worshippingGod.

3)Festivals:CelebratedmanyfestivalsasonewayofworshippingGod.E.g.

Passover.

4)Altars–builtthem whentherewasneedtoworshipGod–meetingplace
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betweenGodandthe

peopleandsacrificetoGod.

5)ObservanceoftheTenCommandments.Theseguidedthem onhowto

livewithGodandman.

6)Religiousleaders:Godchosepriestfrom thetribeofLevitoorganize

worship.

Qnh.WhatistherelevanceoftheTenCommandmentstoChristiantoday?

ChristianslearnthatGodisajealousGod.Theyavoidholdingotherthings

intheirlivesstronginthe

placeofGod.

ChristianslearnthatGodisuniqueandcannotberepresentedbyvisible

man-madeobjectsor

describedinhumanterms.

TheyareremindedtoobservetheSabbathbyworshippingGod.

TheystrivetohaveagoodrelationshipwithGod.

Theyaretaughttorespectotherpeopleandtheirproperty.

Theylearnthatlonglifeisaresultofhonoringandrespectingtheirparents.

Theystrivetoliveuprightandmorallives.

Theylearnthatlustformoneyandotherpropertyissinful.

Qni.WhatdidtheIsraeliteslearnaboutGodinthewilderness?

TheylearnedthatGodisfaithful.Hekeepspromises.

Aprovider–providedmanna,wateretc.

Godisthecontrollerofnaturalforcese.g.Redsea,apillarofcloud&fire,

earthquakesetc.

AjealousGod–noworshipofothergods.

Just–forgavethosewhobrokethecovenantandpunishedthosewho

refusedtorepent.

Mercifulandcompassionate.Givethem a2ndchanceafterbreakingthe

covenant.

AGodofvictory–helpedthem defeatAmalekites.

Godvaluedapersonalrelationship–commandmentsgiven.
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TOPICFIVE:LEADERSHIPINISRAEL

Qna.ExplainthereasonsagainstKingshipinIsrael(1Sam 8:10–20)

TheKingwouldforcethesonsoftheIsraelitestoservehim assoldiersin

thearmy.

TheKingwouldcreateforcedlabourandenslavementbymakingtheyoung

menworkinhisfarms

andinmakingweapons.Daughterswouldworkinhishouse.

Hewouldalsograbtheirlandandgiveittohisloyalservants.

Hewouldovertaxthem inordertomaintainhisadministration.

ItwouldbeseenasarejectionofYahwehastheirKing.

IsraelwouldbelikeothernationswhodidnotknowYahweh.

Yahwehwouldrejectthem whentheycriedtohim.

Qnb.ExplaintheimportanceofDavidasKingofIsrael

DavidwasimportantbecausehewaschosenbyGodandpubliclyanointed

byeldersinareligion

ceremony.Hetoobecameancestorofmanycommunities.

DavidwasagreatmusicianandwrotemanysongsforpromisingGod.

HekilledGoliaththephilistinesoldier.

HeconqueredtheenemiesofIsraelsuchasAmalekites,Ammonitesetc.

HeexpandedIsraelthroughhismilitaryconquestsandmarkedthe

boundariesofthenation.

HecapturedJerusalem from theJebusitesandmadeitacapitalcity.

HetoomadeitareligiouscentrebyplacingtheArkoftheCovenantthere,

whichhadbeenhoused–

Abidjab’s.

Hehadgooddiplomaticrelationshipwithothernations.

HeencouragedtradewithothernationsthusmakingIsraelprosperous.

Hewasashrewdadministratorwhochosewiseelderstoadvisehim.

HewasfilledwiththeHolySpirit.

Heestablishedthelargestandmostenduringdynastythatlasted400years.

HecomposedthebooksofPsalmsusedtopraiseGod.
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WheneverhewrongedGod,hegenuinelyrepentedandhumbledhimself

beforeGod.

Hewasajustruler.

HerespectedtheprophetsofGodandconsultedthem beforemaking

decisions.

HewasprayerfulandconsultedGodinhisundertakings.

Heunitedthetwelve(12)tribesofIsrael.

HesetagoodexampleoffaithfulnesstoYahwehthathewantedallthe

Israelitestoemulate.

Qnc.HowdidJesusfulfilthepropheciesofprophetNathanasa

descendantofDavid?(i.e.Areaswhere

Jesusismentionedascomingfrom David)

AngelGabrielannouncedthebirthofJesustoMarywhowasengagedto

Joseph,adescendantof

David.TheAngelreferredtoJesusastheKingwhosewisdom wouldlast

forever(Lk1:26-33).

JesuswasborninBethlehem –thebirthplaceofDavid(Lk2:4–5)

Abraham andDavidarementionedastheancestorsofJesus.

DuringthetriumphantentryintoJerusalem,thecrowdswhomethim sang

withjoyandshouted

‘HosannatothesonofDavid.’

OnthedaysofPentecostwhenPeteraddressedthecrowd,hereferredto

Jesusasadescendantof

David(Acts:229-35).

ZechariahinhisBenedictus,saysthatGodhaspromisedasavior

descendedfrom thehouseofDavid

(Lk1:69)

TheblindmanatJerichoreferredtoJesusasthesonofDavid(Lk18:38).

Qnd.WhatwasthefailureofKingSolomon?

Solomonwasthe2ndKingofIsrael,succeedinghisfatherKingDavid.He

failedtoliveaccordingto
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thecovenantwayoflifeinthefollowingways.

HemarriedforeignwivesthusbreakingtheToralthatclearlystatedthatthe

Israelitesshouldnot

marryforeignersbecausetheycancomewiththeirgods–idols.

Heallowedthewivestoworshiptheirgods(idols)thusleadingtospreadof

idolatryinIsrael.

Henotonlyworshippedthegodsofhiswivesbutalsobuilttemplefortheir

worship.

He,byworshippingthegodsbecameabadexampletoIsrael,asKing.They

copiedhim.

AlthoughhebuiltGod’stemple,heerredinmanyways:

i.Hebuilthispalacefor13yearsbuttookonly7yearstobuildGod’stemple.

Showshelovedhimself

moretheGod.

ii.Heusedforeigndesignsandmaterialsintheconstructionofthetemple,

ignoringGod’sspecifications

onhowtobuildit.

iii.Heliaisedpagancraftsmenfrom Tyretodesign,decorateandfurnishthe

temple.

Hebrokethesixthcommandmentbykillinghishalfbrother,Adonijah.He

suspectedthatAdonijah

wouldbecomehisrivaltothethrone.

HespentalotofIsrael’smoneyonhislavishlifestyle.Hehadalargearmy

andservants.

Heovertaxedthepeopletomeettheamount.

Heusedforcedlabourinhisdevelopmentprojects.

Heenslavedyoungmenandwomenwhowenttoworkinthepalaceas

servantsforthewives.

Hepracticednepotism.Heexemptedthem from forcedlabour.

HesoldpartofIsrael–sold20townsofGalileetoKingofTyreaspayment

ofadebthecouldnotpay
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contrarytoGod’scommand.

Hemadetreatieswithothernationsthatwereagainsttheconditionset

duringtherenewalofthe

Sinaicovenant.

Intheaboveways,heoppressedthepeopleofGod.

Qne.Whichleadershipqualitiescanmodernleaderslearnfrom David?

Justice:AgoodleaderisonewhodoesnotfavoursomepeoplelikeDavid(I

Sam 24:1–12).

Courage:DavidshowedthiswhilefightingGoliath.Leadersneedtobe

braveandcourageousintheir

work(ISam 17:41–54).

FearofGodandFaith:DavidconsultedGodbeforeanyundertaking.

Leadersshoulddothesame.

Gratitude:Davidwasthankfultoblessingshereceived.Leadersshouldbe

happyandgratefultoGod.

Loyalty:Modernleadersshouldremainloyaltotheiroffice.Davidwasloyal

toGodandhispeople(2

Sam 2:7)

Kindness:GoodleadersshouldshowmercytotheirpeoplelikeDaviddid

e.g.heforgaveSaultwice(2

Sam 19:9–39).

Humility:Leadersshouldnothesitatetoaskforforgivenessfrom Godand

people.Davidwashumble

andaskedforforgivenessanytimehewentwrong.

Willingnesstodelegate:LearntodelegatefutureasDaviddid(2Sam 20:23

–26)

Wisdom:BewiseinchoosinglegaladvisersasDaviddid.

Respect:LeadersshouldshowrespecttoGodandpreachesthosethey

serveasDaviddidtothe

prophetsandhispeople.

TOPICSIX:LOYALTYTOGOD-ELIJAH.
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Qna.QualitiesofElijahthatledtohisachievements

•Elijahwasfearlessandcourageous.Hiscouragehelpedhim tofaceking

AhabandqueenJezebeland

condemnthem fortheirwickednesssuchascorruptionandidolatry

•HewasfaithfultoGod.Yahwehguidedhim inhisdealingswithBaal

prophetsandkingAhab.

•Helivedasimplelife.Forexample,heworesimpleclothingmadeof

carmel’sskin.

•HestoodforthecovenantatatimewhenthereligionofYahwehwasin

danger

•HehadthepowerofGodinhim andwasabletocontrolrain.

•HeconfirmedthatYahwehhadauthorityoverlandandoverthepeople.

b)Schism issharpreligious,social,politicaldifferenceswithinagroupor

organization

Syncretism istheprocessofmixingreligiousbeliefsandpractices

c)SomecharacteristicsofElijahthatamodernChristianshouldstriveto

emulate

1)Courage

2)Faithfulness

3)ZealousnessforGod

4)Concernfortheneedy/poor

5)Provisionofsocialjustice

6)Patience

Qnd.WhatweretheeffectsofidolatryinIsrael?

Syncretism developedwheretheIsraelitesworshippedYahwehalongside

thegodsofCanaan.

TheIsraelitesstartedcallingYahwehbythenamesusedforCanaanites

godse.g.El.

TheIsraelitesstartednamingtheirchildrenafterCanaanitegodslikeBaal.

Theychangedtheirreligioncalendarandcelebrationtocorrespondwith

theirCanaanitecelebrations
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andfeasts.

TheyconvertedthehighplacesusedforworshippingBaaltoYahweh’s

shrineswithoutremovingthe

gravenimagesofidols.

TheunitythatexistedbetweenthetwotribesofIsraelwasdestroyed.They

nolongertreatedone

anotherasbrothers.

TheKingsofIsraelbehavedliketheCanaanitesleadersbyoppressingthe

weakandgrabbingother

people’sproperty.

ThepeopleneglectedYahweh’sholyplaces.

God’sprophetsweremistreated,persecutedandevenkilled.

Godwithdrewhisblessingsfrom theIsraelitesbecausetheyangeredHim

byworshippingothergods.

TheybrokeGod’scommandments,whichforbadeworshipofothergoda

partfrom Yahweh.

TheIsraelitespracticedtempleprostitutionandotherCanaanitesrituals

andsacrifices.

Qne.DescribeElijah’sfightagainstfalsereligioninIsrael

ElijahrosetochallengefalsereligionatatimewhenBaalism hadbecome

theofficialreligion.

Heprophesiedathreeandahalfyearsdroughtbecausethepeoplehad

turnedawayfrom Yahweh.

AfterthedroughtGodappearedtoElijahandtoldhim togotoKingAhab

andtellhim thatthe

droughtwasasaresultofidolatryinIsrael.

ElijahrequestedtheKingtoorderallthepeopletomeetatMtCarmelto

holdacontest.

ElijahaskedtheKingtoinvitethe400prophetsofAsherahandBaal’s450,

sawthattheycouldprove

whothetrueGodis.
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Elijahwouldsacrificeabullandthefalseprophetswouldtoosacrificetheir

owntocallontheirGods

tosendfire.TheonewhocouldsendisthetrueGod.

TheprophetsofBaalwerethe1sttopraytotheirgodbutheneversentfire.

Theprophetscutthemselveswithknivestopleasetheirgodbuthenever

sentit.

Elijahthenpreparedthealtarwith12pillarsrepresentingthe12tribesof

Israel.

Hedugatrencharoundthealtar,placedwoodandputthecutbullontopof

thewood.

Heorderedforwatertobepouredaroundthetrenchesuntilitflooded.

ThenintheeveningElijahprayedandcalledupontheGodofAbraham,

IsaacandJacobtosendfire.

Firecameandconsumedthewholesacrifice,includingthewaterinthe

trenches.

Asaresult,theIsraelitesboweddownanddeclaredthatYahwehwasthe

trueGod.

ThenElijahorderedthekillingofalltheprophetsofBaalandthe

prophetessesofAsherah.

ElijahwenttothetopoftheMtCarmelandprayedforrain.YahwehsentHis

servanttowatchforthe

signofrainfrom thesea.

Theservantlookedtowardstheseaseventimesafter,whichhesawa

smallcloudforming.

Thenheavyrainfell,signalingendofdrought.

Qnf.DescribeElijah’sfightagainstcorruption–1Kings21

Corruption:Canbedefinedasdishonestyormisuseofpowerforpersonal

gain.

Inacorruptsociety,therichandpowerfulpeopletendtotakeadvantageof

theweak/poorby

exploitingthem anddenyingthem theirrights.
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KingAhabofIsraeldesiredafruitfulvineyardownedbyamannamed

Naboth.

KingAhabapproachedNabothtosellhim thevineyardorexchangewith

anotherone.

NabothdeclinedtheofferbecauseinIsrael,sellingancestrallandwas

againstthecovenantlaw.The

landbelongedtoGod.

Jezebel,Ahab’swife,soonlearned,Naboth’srefusalandshearranged

Naboth’smurderthroughfalse

accusations.

AfterNabothwaskilled,Ahabpossessedthevineyard.

GodcommandedElijahtogoanddeclareHisjudgementonAhabfor

committingsuchanevilactin

Israel.

ElijahdeclaredthefollowingjudgementonAhab:

i.DogswouldlickAhab’sbloodatthesameplacewheretheyhadlicked

Naboth’s.

ii.Ahab’sdynastywouldfallkikethoseoftheKingsbeforehim whohad

disobeyedGod.

iii.AllfamilymembersofAhabwouldfaceviolentdeaths.

Onhearingthis,AhabhumbledhimselfbeforeGodandrepented.God

postponedAhab’spunishment

tothedaysofhisson.

Qng.WhatcanChristianlearnfrom theteachingsofElijah?

From theMtCarmelincident,theylearnthatYahwehcontrolstheforcesof

nature–canbringrainor

stopit.

YahwehistheonlytrueandlivingGod–MtCarmel.

Yahwehisforgiving–pardonedthosewhorepentedonMtCarmel.

YahwehisajealousGod.HewillnotsharehonorwithanyGod–killedthe

450prophetsworshipping
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Baal.

Aprosecutor–protectedElijah.

Aprovider–providedElijahwithfood.

Yahwehanswersprayers.Heisfaithful.

TheyalsolearnthatchurchleadersshouldcondemnevillikeElijahdidin

thecaseofAhaband

Naboth.

Christiansshouldworktoprotectthepoorfrom exploitation.

TheyshouldbeprayerfulsothatGodcanhelpthem overcomedifficulties

likeElijah.

Theyshouldstrivetoleadlivesfreefrom corruption.

TheyshouldremainfaithfulevenifitmeanscostingtheirlivestoNaboth.

Leadersshouldrealizeauthoritycomesfrom Godandareaccountableto

Him.

Theyshouldavoididolatry,whichElijahcondemned.

Perform tasksgivenbyGodhoweverhadtheymaybeasElijahdid–facing

Ahab,killingthe450false

prophetsetc.

Finally,theyshouldinvitesinnerstorepeatandbringthem backtoGod.

TOPICSEVEN:SELECTEDASPECTSOFAFRICANRELIGIOUSHERITAGE

Questiona:ExplainAfricanbeliefsaboutGod(orqualities)

AfricanbeliefsabouttheirGodarefoundintheirproverbs,myths,songs,

prayers,narrativesand

religiousceremonies.

Godwasbelievedtobeasupremebeingwhowasbeyondhuman

understanding.

TheAfricancommunitiesbelievedthatGodwasall-powerful–omnipotent.

TheybelievedthatGod’spowerisexpressedinnaturaloccurrencessuchas

thunder,earthquake

floodsandvolcaniceruptions.

Godisbelievedtobeall-knowingomniscient.
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Heislimitlessandknowshearsandseeseverything.

Heisalsoomnipresent–meaningheiseverywhereatalltimes.

Transcendent–beyondhumanunderstanding.Becauseofthe

transcendentnature,Africansfoundit

impossibletorepresenthim usingphysicalrepresentations.Theyviewed

him asbeingfaryettoonear

them.

Hewasseenastheproviderandsustainerofcreation.

TheybelievedthatGodiseverlasting.Hehasnobeginningorend.

Godismerciful.

Theybelievedheisincorruptible.

AfricancommunitiesassociatedGodwithjustice.

Physicalfeatureswereoftenseenasarepresentationofawesomepower

ofGod.Thisiswhylarge

mountains,thickforest,uniquerockformationwereusedasshrines.

AfricanviewedGodtobemysterious.

Qb.DescribetheAfricanunderstandingoftheHierarchyofBeings

HierarchyofBeings

Divinities

Ancestors

HumanBeings

AnimalsandPlants

Non-livingThings

Godasthecreatoroccupiesthehighestrankinthehierarchyofbeing–

creator.

TheDivinities:Camenextandcontrolnaturalforcesintheuniverse,created

byGod.
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TheCommonSpirits:Comprisespiritsofpeoplewhodiedlongtimeago.

Ancestors:(livingdead):Spiritsofthosewhodiedrecentlyandarestill

rememberedbytheliving.

HumanBeings:Consistofthelivingandtheunborn.

AnimalsandPlants:Comenext–forman’suseasfoodandsacrificeto

God.

Last(7th)areNon-livingthings:Suchasmountains,rocks,rivers,caves,

dwellingplacesofGodand

Spirits.

Qc.DescribetheRoleoftheancestorstotheliving

TheancestorsactedasintermediariesbetweenGodandhumanbeings.

TheycommunicatedtheproblemsandwishesofhumanbeingstoGod.

Godandthespiritsusedtheancestorstoexpresstheirwishesconcerning

humanbeings.

Theancestorswelcomedthosewhodiedtothespiritworld.

Theyhelpedtopreservethecultureandstandardsofacommunity.

Theancestorsblessedthelivingandcorrectedthem throughpunishment.

Qd.WhatwastheresponsibilityofthelivingtowardsGod?

ToshowgratitudetoGodandgivethankstohim asanacknowledgement

thatHeisthegiveroflife.

Tohonor,worshipandadoreGodbyprayingtoHim fortheirneeds.

TopraytoHim duringorbeforeawar,beforeplanting,etc.

ToobeyandtrustHim.

TotakecareofGod’screation

ToteachchildrenaboutGod.

Appeasehim throughsacrifice.

Qe.DescribetheTraditionalAfricanwaysofworshippingGod

Sacrifice:TheywereusedtoaskGod’sfavour,thanksgiving,toavertevil

andaskforforgiveness,

beforeplantingandafterharvest,epidemics,birth,naming,invitation,

weddings,funeralsetcfor
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differentreasons.

Offerings:Foodstuffse.g.grain,honey,beer,milkwasofferedinrecognition

ofGodasownerof

propertyandprovider.

Prayersandinvocations:Commonestactofworship.Acontinuationactivity

doneanytimeasthe

needarises.

Songanddance:Peoplewereinvolvedbothphysicallyandspiritually.This

broughtthecitytogether.

BlessingsandSalutations:Expressedingreetingsandfarewellse.g.“Go

withGod”,Godbewithyou”.

Qf.WhatweretheAfricanwaysofveneratingandcommunicatingwiththe

spiritsandancestors?

Veneratingmeansshowingrespecttosomebody.

Spiritsandancestorswereveneratedbecausetheywerebelievedtobe

seniortohumanbeingsand

closertoGod.

Sacrificeswereofferedtothem asthewaysofveneratingthem.

Pouringlibationwasdone.

Thelivinginvitedthem duringceremoniessuchasbirth,invitation,marriage

andburial.

Theyconsulteddiviners,mediumsandmedicinementokeepincontact.

Thelivingnamedafterthem –thustheybecameimmortalandmembersin

thephysicalworldagain.

Theirnameswerementionedduringprayer.

Bymaintainingtheirgraves.

Givingthem properburialceremonies.

TOPICEIGHT:AFRICANMORALANDCULTURALVALUES.

Qa.Whatisthesignificanceofthekinshipsystem?

Kinshipmeansbeingrelatedeitherbybloodormarriages.

Thekinshipsystem wasimportantinthetraditionalAfricansocietybecause
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ofthefollowingfactors.

Thekinshipsystem regulatedpeople’sbehaviortowardseachother.This

promotedpeacefuland

harmoniousrelationships.

Itpromotedco-operationamongcommunitymembersespeciallyintimes

ofdifficulty.

Ithelpedtoensurethatthedisadvantagedmembersofthecommunity

weretakencareof.

ThelivingdeadandtheancestorswerepartoftheAfricankinshipsystem.

Thisshowedconcernor

thefamiliesorrelativestheyleftbehind.

Thekinshipsystem ledtothepreservationofculturalidentity.

Itprovidedapeacefulwayofsettlingdisputeswiththeeldersactingas

arbitrators.

Itensuredfairnessandtransparencyinsharingoutinheritance.

Thekinshipsystem unitedthemembersofafamilyandclanbygivingthem

asenseofbelonging.

Ithelpedpeopletoestablishnewrelationship,especiallythroughmarriage.

Kinshiptiesregulatedmaritalcustomsrulesandregulations.Peoplewho

wererelatedinanyway

couldnotbeallowedtomarry.

Qb.Outlineandexplainfactorscontributingtoharmonyandmutual

responsibilityintheTraditional

AfricanSociety

Goodmorals:Everymemberofthecommunitywasexpectedtodotheright

thingaccordingtothe

normsofthecommunity.

Participationincommunalactivities:Meansofthecommunitywere

expectedtoparticipatein

communalactivitiese.g.wrestling,dancesandcommunalwork.

Sharing:Peoplesharedideasandevenproperty,whichcreatedharmony
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amongthepeople.

Divisionoflabour:Tasksweredistributedaccordingtoone’sage;genderto

avoidconflictsinroles.

Rules:InTraditionalAfricanCommunities,elders,menyouth,andwomen

hadtheirrespectiveroles

toplaythatenhancedharmonyinthecommunity.

Virtues:Virtueslikegenerosity,obedience,kindnessandhonestywere

encouragedsincethey

contributedtowardsharmoniousliving.

Religiousbeliefsandpractices:AcommonbeliefinGod,thespiritsand

ancestorscreatedasenseof

togetherness.

Qc.WhatwasthepurposeofbridewealthintheTraditionalAfricanSociety?

Itwasawayofthankingthebride’sfamilyfortakinggoodcareofher.

Itwasaform ofcompensationtothebride’sparentsbecausethewoman

wouldnowbelongto

anotherfamily.

Itwasasignofcontractthatthemanwouldmarrythegirlandtheywould

livetogetheruntildeath.

Itrepresentedevidenceofthegroom’sabilitytotakecareofawifeanda

family.

Itwasasignofgenerosityonthesideoftheman.

Itinitiatedalong-lastingfriendshipbetweenthefamiliesofthegroom and

thebride.

Itcementedamarriage.

Itwasasymbolofthemarriagecovenantbetweenthebrideandthegroom.

Bridewealthservedasanoutwardsealofthemarriagecontract.

Qd.Explaintheroleofmedicine-menintheAfricanCommunitiesandtheir

relevanttoday

1)Medicinemen

Theyarealsoreferredtoashealers,herbalistsortraditionaldoctors.
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Theyidentifiedillnessandtheircauses.

Theyidentifiedappropriatetreatmentandpreventionmeasuresforthe

illness.

Theyavertedtheeffectsofacurse.

TheyofferedsacrificesandprayerstoGodandtheancestors.

Theypreparedcharmsforprotectionagainstwitchcraftandevilspirits.

Theygavemedicinetoincreasefertilityinbothpeopleandanimals.

Theyactedascounselors,guidingpeopleonallissuesoflife.

2)RelevanceofModernSociety

Modernmedicinehasnotfullydisplacedherbalists.

Medicaldoctorsandscientificresearcherstodayworksidebysidewith

traditionalhealerssinceherbs

areusedtomakemodernmedicine.

Somepeoplestillbelievethattherearesomeillnessesthatcannotbe

treatedinhospitalshence;they

turntoherbalists.

Somepeoplealsobelievethatmedicinepeoplewhopracticemagichave

thepowertochangetheir

fate.
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Onaddition,contact0714497530

√Welldesignedhighschoolnotes

√UpdatedCPA&CIFAnotes

√Teachingschemes

√KCSEpastpapers

√Inspirationalnovels

√Motivationalnovels

√Religious/Spiritualarticles

√Setbooks&theirguides

√Romanticnovels

√KCSEpastpapers

√Recipes

√KRAservices



0714497530

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,IT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits (isabokemicah@gmail.com)

√HELBservices

√AcademicWriting

√UpdatedICT,ITnotes

√Computerpackages

CALL/WHAT'SAPP0714497530(Micah)

GETALLTHOSEEBOOKS....
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JUSTCALL0714497530

(MrIsaboke)

(isabokemicah@gmail.com)
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Tel;(0714497530)(MrIsaboke)

(REGARDS!!!!)


